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Welcome to a very full issue of  KiwiFlyer. It might be winter now, 
but the last couple of  months have been full of  interesting aviation 
activity and there is more to come in the months ahead.

Chris Gee attended the Classic Fighters Airshow at Omaka and has 
contributed a fine photo essay of  a really great event. If  you weren’t 
there yourself, then looking at his pictures must be the next best 
thing and is sure to make you want to go next time. We had originally 
allocated six pages for this article but couldn’t decide what to leave 
out, so added four more to make it ten. I hope you enjoy it.

It’s all happening at once for our Air Force, who have received the 
first of  their comprehensive Orion upgrades and the first of  their 
new A109 Light Utility Helicopters. And it won’t be long before the 
new NH-90s start arriving as well. This issue begins with a couple of  
articles outlining these acquisitions and their new capabilities.

The Aviation Industry Association’s Aviation Conference Week 
runs from 3rd to 8th July this year in Wellington. There is a 
comprehensive guide to the event included in this issue. Even if  
you think you aren’t interested in such things, browse the guide 
anyway because it includes articles of  interest to much of  our 
aviation industry here in New Zealand. For example, there are new 
regulations arising from a partnership between the NZ Helicopter 
Association and Department of  Conservation, new training and 
professional development opportunities developed by ATTTO and 
endorsed by CAA, and much more. The event itself  has a wide 
variety of  seminars – detailed in the included programme – and 
a comprehensive Trade Expo which runs throughout the week. 
KiwiFlyer will be there and we look forward to meeting you.

Our Warbirds article in this issue is an interesting departure from 
those in previous editions. Frank Parker test flew the Focke Wulf  
Fw 190 replica at Omaka and has written about the German Ace 
pilot Erich Rudorffer for whom the registration ZK-RFR refers 
and whose livery the aircraft wears. This is a compelling piece of  
aviation history – Rudorffer achieved 222 victories in the air, seeing 
continuous service from France in 1940 to Russia in 1945. He was 
shot down 16 times and is in fact still alive today, now aged in his 90s. 

Our other regular contributors are all present in this issue and we 
hope you enjoy the content they have provided. If  you would like 
to contribute to KiwiFlyer, or there is something in particular you 
would like to see in a future issue then do let us know. 

Winter offers some great flying opportunities in cool, clear skies with 
extra dense air. Make the most of  them and stay safe.

Michael Norton
Editor, KiwiFlyer Magazine

From the Editor

Front Cover: Keith Skilling in the Corsair at Omaka Classic Fighters. 
 Photograph by Chris Gee.
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A109 LUH arrives for RNZAF
THE FIRST of  the RNZAF A109 LUH helicopters have arrived 
and are being introduced to service by the specially formed 
Helicopter Transition Unit (HTU). In a ceremony held at Ohakea 
Airbase on May 13th, Prime Minister John Key opened the new 
No.3 Squadron hanger to an array of  domestic and international 
dignitaries, before 
another ceremony 
was held by the NZ 
Defence Force to bless 
and formally accept 
the aircraft. 

Built by 
AgustaWestland 
in Italy, the A109 
LUH (Light Utility 
Helicopter) is the 
first new operational 
aircraft that the 
Royal New Zealand 
Air Force has taken 
delivery of  since 
1970. Also in use by 
the armed forces of  
Australia, the United 
Kingdom, Malaysia, 
South Africa, Sweden 
plus the US Coast 
Guard, the A109 
LUH will be known 
in RNZAF service 
as the ‘Mako’.  Its 
civilian version, the 
A109 Power, has also 
become very successful 
and widespread.

The A109 LUH 
replaces the venerable 
Bell B47G Sioux 
(known by many 
for its iconic use in 
the television series 
M*A*S*H) which the 
RNZAF has operated 
as a basic trainer 
since 1965. Although 
adored by many of  
its pilots, the Sioux 
is not without some 
handling quirks. As 
one pilot who cut his 
teeth in this aircraft eloquently said; “I’ve heard plenty of  people 
say that if  you can fly a Sioux you can fly any helicopter. You learn 
about the mechanical aspect and all the ways that you can control 
the helicopter, but we think there is another ‘spiritual’ dimension to 
flying a Sioux.” 

Beyond its training role, the A109 will perform many operational 
Light Utility roles for the RNZAF for which it is much cheaper to 
operate than the NH-90 (due here later this year) and UH-1. 
In particular, thanks to its advanced communications suite, the 

Contributed by Chris Gee

A-109 LUH will be a very efficient C3 (Command, Control, 
Communications) platform, able to orbit for three hours at 
relatively low cost.

Operated by a crew of  three (pilot, co-pilot and crewman), 
the A109 is vastly more capable than the Sioux. Powered by two 

607SHP Turbomeca 
Arrius 2K2 turboshaft 
engines, it boasts an 
NVG compatible glass 
cockpit with 4-axis 
autopilot and can 
be fitted with a 250’ 
winch, NightSun, and 
a 7.62mm MAG58 
machine gun out 
of  the left cabin 
door. The tricycle 
undercarriage is 
retractable and 400kgs 
of  equipment can be 
carried on the hook.  

The Helicopter 
Transition Unit

The programme is 
worth $141 million, 
including hangarage, 
spares and extensive 
manufacturer’s support 
from prime contractor 
AgustaWestland. The 
RNZAF will receive 
five helicopters plus 
one attrition airframe, 
as well as purpose-
built facilities for 
No.3 squadron who 
will take over the new 
hanger from the HTU. 
Warrant Officer A.J. 
Bailey explains, “The 
experience of  other 
organisations and 
defence forces shows 
that trying to continue 
a capability output 
while you introduce a 
new aircraft is fraught 
with dangers, so the 
HTU was established. 

We will have about 16 months of  operational testing and evaluation  
and there will be a slow capability release over that period. Once the 
last NH-90 helicopter is handed over, HTU will be no more. Setting 
up the HTU allows us to follow the ‘Crawl, Walk, Run’ principle, so 
we are testing our capabilities in a benign environment, without the 
pressure of  operational tempo. It’s great for safety.”

The HTU are currently in possession of  three of  the flyable 
aircraft and the attrition airframe, which arrived as a completed 
aircraft and is being stripped down by HTU for spares (a cheaper 

option than purchasing a full spares inventory). 4 pilots, 2 crewman, 
and 12 maintenance personnel have completed training in Italy 
and are now developing training schemes for local operations. The 
next airframe will arrive in June, with the final airframe due by 
September or October. At the end of  the year the first of  the new 
NH-90s will arrive.

Pilot Training
Pilot training will be light 

years ahead of  the old Sioux 
programmes. WO A.J. Bailey says 
“The difference now is in the whole 
system. On the Sioux you did your 
ground course and then you went 
out, jumped in a helicopter and 
learnt how to fly it. On the A109, 
you’ll do ground school, then you’ll 
hop in the virtual ground procedure 
trainer to learn all your checks 
and then you’ll jump into the full 
motion simulator. By the time you 
come to the actually helicopter 
for the first time you’ll actually be able to fly it already. Another 
difference is that you will start your training with a crewman in 
the back, because at the same time that you are learning to fly the 
aircraft, we are training up the crewman as well.”

New Facilities
A new building has been built to house the full motion simulator, 

which is currently undergoing acceptance trials before being 

The A109 LUH ‘Mako’ brings into the RNZAF 
an entirely new generation of performance and 
capability. Equipped for six passengers and 
with a full glass cockpit, the aircraft is several 
generations ahead of the aging Bell B47 Sioux 
it replaces. As well as basic training, it will also 
perform a variety of light utility roles.

The B47 Sioux is obviously obsolete and though it will be fondly remembered, 
its replacement comes none too soon.

shipped out to Ohakea. The addition of  the simulator will save a lot 
of  money over the life of  the aircraft, by providing at least 50% of  
training requirements. The simulator has state-of-the-art computer-
generated motion and video, which exactly mimics the surroundings 
of  Ohakea, right down to the individual buildings and terrain. 

Hangar facilities have been purpose-built for the new helicopter 
fleet, with individual access for each helicopter. The facility contains 

classrooms, briefing rooms, and a 
fully operational mission suite for 
classified briefing and command. 
With a total floor area of  
10700sqm, the new No.3 Squadron 
building made up $40 million of  the 
total program costs, including the 
new hardstand areas, the simulator 
building and related support 
structures. By the time both new 
helicopters are in service there will 
be over 180 No.3 Squadron staff  
working at the new facility.

The Air Force has come a long 
way in the last year, with the first upgraded C-130H LEP Hercules, 
P-32K Orions, and AgustaWestland A109 LUH coming online, and 
the NH-90 arriving later this year. The capabilities of  these aircraft 
will be slowly released over the next few years as each type finishes 
operational testing and evaluation before entering service. Once 
completed, this process will ensure the RNZAF will be able to lift, 
find, evacuate, carry, para drop, torpedo, rescue, assault, attack and 
escort more effectively, and efficiently, than ever before.

The venerable Bell B47G Sioux has been operated by the RNZAF as a 
basic trainer since 1965. There is no comparison to the A109.
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First Orion P-3K2 Upgrade received by RNZAF
Contributed by Chris Gee

MARKING the beginning of  a new 
era for the RNZAF, the first Orion to 
complete an upgrade to the new P-3K2 
standard was welcomed back by No.5 
Squadron in a ceremony at Whenuapai 
Airbase on May 2nd. New Chief  of  the 
Air Force, Vice-Marshall Peter Stockwell 
and the Secretary of  Defence John 
McKinnon, along with representatives 
of  the major companies involved in the 
upgrade work (L-3 Communications 
Integrated Systems, Safe Air and Beca 
Applied Technologies) were all in 
attendance to mark the completion of  
what has been a long journey for the 
prototype aircraft NZ4204. This, the first 
aircraft to receive the upgrade, was sent 
to L-3 Communications in Texas in 2005 
to become a prototype for the remainder 
of  the fleet which will now be brought 
up to P-3K2 standard by Safe Air at its 
Blenheim facility. Their first aircraft is 
nearly completed and will be delivered to 
the RNZAF shortly. 

Orion History in NZ
With its superb range and loiter 

capability, the P-3 Orion is considered by 
many to be the most successful maritime 
patrol aircraft in history. Indeed there is no 
denying that the RNZAF’s fleet of  six have 
proven to be invaluable, saving countless 
lives during 45 years of  service throughout 
the South Pacific. Various upgrades have 
taken place since the first five aircraft were 
received here in 1966, starting in 1982 
with Project Rigel when they were re-
designated the P3K. In 2000, the aircraft 
underwent a significant structural upgrade 
under Project Kestrel, when they received 
new wings and life extension work. But 
the problem of  obsolete technologies 
(some of  which still dated from the 1960s) 
remained, and meanwhile the needs of  
the NZ Government had also evolved. 
The Maritime Patrol Review of  2001 set 
out to define a co-ordinated ‘Whole of  
Government’ approach to getting the 
most out of  these venerable airframes, 
combining the needs of  many government 
agencies into a requirement that paved the 
way for the P-3K2 upgrade.

Scope of Operations
The strategic situation in the South 

Pacific has changed considerably over the 
years, resulting in the Air Force’s Maritime 
Patrol roles morphing into a much broader 
Airborne Surveillance and Response 

Force. New Zealand in fact has the fourth 
largest Exclusive Economic Zone in the 
world (1.3 million square nautical miles) 
and with a maritime area of  interest that 
covers over a 12th of  the world’s ocean 
surface, the Maritime Patrol mission 
remains one of  the most important roles 
fulfilled by the RNZAF. Much of  this role 
is undertaken in support of  a variety of  
other Government agencies, including the 
Ministries of  Fisheries and Conservation, 
Police, Customs Service, Maritime New 
Zealand and the National Rescue Co-
ordination centre. 

The new P-3K2 upgrades now add a 
sophisticated Intelligence Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance capability to a long list 
of  existing Orion operations that include 
Long Range Air Patrol, Search & Rescue, 
Maritime Patrol, Anti-submarine and Anti-
Surface Warfare.

Upgrade Specifications
The P-3K2 upgrade is extensive, 

totalling an investment of  NZ$373 million, 
and will keep the Orions in service until 
at least 2025. Although externally similar 
in appearance to the legacy aircraft, the 
P-3K2 has a plethora of  new equipment 
to provide capabilities that match any 
other maritime patrol aircraft in service 
in the world today. A glass cockpit is 
integrated to a new Universal Flight 
Management System and Electronic 
Flight Instrumentation Displays, as well 
as digital navigation radio aids and dual 
air data computers. A Traffic Collision 
Avoidance System has been installed, along 
with two LN-100G INS/GPS guidance 
systems. The reduction this will achieve 
in aircrew workload is obvious, allowing 
more attention to be given to situational 
awareness and mission tasks.

One of  the major advances within the 
installation is a new radar (Elta EL/M 
2022A[V]3), which is capable of  detecting 
small targets on the surface and in the 
air from a long-range stand off  distance. 
This true multi-mode radar includes 
many sophisticated modes for tracking 
and identifying targets in a maritime or 
overland surface environment, including 
Inverse Synthetic Aperture Radar (ISAR), 
Classification Synthetic Aperture Radar 
(CSAR), Range Signature (RS), Spot 
Synthetic Aperture Radar (SSAR) and 
Ground Moving Target Indicator (GMTI), 
while the Air-to-Air mode allows the 

tracking of  airborne targets. The radar is 
integrated with an APX-114 Identification 
Friend or Foe (IFF) interrogator. An 
improved Electro-Optic (OE) system, the 
Wescam MX-20, is mounted on a stabilised 
turret under the aircraft’s nose. This day/
night capable imaging suite contains a 
thermal infrared radiation (IR) sensor, a 
wide field of  view (EOW) colour video 
sensor, and a narrow field of  view (EON) 
monochromatic sensor for long range 
target identification. The new Electronic 
Surveillance capability is provided by 
the Rockwell Collins CS-3045, enabling 
it to search, identify, locate and record 
transmissions from a variety of  sources. 

A wide range of  modern satellite 
and radio communications systems are 
distributed by an L-3 FORCE Intercom 
System, which enables the Orion’s crew to 
place each sound source into a ‘surround 
sound’ space, making the complex 
combination of  internal and external 
communications easier to handle. In order 
to increase the aircraft’s interoperability 
with other nations’ defence forces, a 
LINK 16 Data-link is installed, which via 
a MIL-STD-1553B Data-bus is integrated 
into the central Data Management System 
(DMS). Controlled by distributed tactical 
crew workstations, known collectively as 
the Tactical Rail (TacRail), the DMS fuses 
together the aircraft’s mission systems and 
sensors, allowing the passage of  video, 
audio, still images and command and 
control information to other assets. It is 
here that the most discernable movement 
into the modern computer age occurs. 
The green screens and computer systems 
of  the TacRail in legacy Orions are still 
booted up off  a physical cassette tape, 

and are a far cry from the modern colour 
screens and track pads of  the P-3K2.

Although the aircraft’s engines remain 
the same, their instrumentation is now 
digitised to improve reliability and 
maintenance. The aircraft’s existing anti-
submarine systems remain the same as 
the legacy aircraft, along with the existing 
search, store and weapon release systems, 
though some have been digitised. The 
aircraft’s Magnetic Anomaly Detector 
(MAD) has been removed, although 
the distinctive ‘MAD-Boom’ at the rear 
of  the aircraft remains in place. Along 
with the upgrades to the airframe itself, 
there have been major advances in the 
ground support systems associated 
with the aircraft. A full motion Flight 
Training Simulator is under construction 
at Whenuapai airbase, along with a 
full simulator for the TacRail, enabling 
integrated ground based crew training 
in a realistic environment. A System 
Integration and Training Laboratory 
(SITL) will allow the RNZAF to develop 
its own software and system upgrades 
for the aircraft, and provide a means 
of  implementing some home-grown 
innovation that will bring high-tech 
development skills into the NZDF. 

Writing the Manual
NZ4204 will now spend several months 

undergoing Operational Testing and 
Evaluation with No.5 Squadron, where the 
crews will ‘write the book’ on how to get 
the most out of  the aircraft and its new 
capabilities once it is operational, and blaze 
the path that the remaining aircraft will 
follow over the years to come. 

The observers position and its bubble windows allow the 
use of an irreplaceable piece of equipment, the Mark 1 
Eyeball - here observing the gathering at Whenuapai.

Warrant Officer Rod Simpson operates one of the new 
tactical crew workstations. Each station is able to operate 
any of the aircrafts systems to allow maximum flexibility 
and redundancy. Photo: LAC Grant Armishaw NZDF.

The digital glass cockpit of the new P-3K2 (upper) is a 
massive improvement on the analogue technology of the 

legacy aircraft (lower).

The somewhat antiquated TacRail displays and systems 
of the previous generation aircraft.

A Wescam MX20 electro-optic sensor turret can be cued 
either manually or slaved to other aircraft systems.

The underside of the aircraft is festooned with antennae. 

We offer services for:

Importing and Sourcing

Japanese logbook translation

Business Development Advice

Introduction and Liaison

Contact: Yasuo Ariyama    email: yasuo@jnzac.com    www.jnzac.com
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Industry News Briefs
Innovative new landing fees system for 
aerodromes and pilots

Greasr is a new Clearing house system 
to provide easy billing and payment of  
landing fees for NZ aerodromes and 
aircraft operators.

The Lockie family, owners of  Parakai 
Airfield, found it was taking too much 
time to invoice many small landing fees for 
casual visitors. And, as pilots themselves 
they are happy to contribute to the 
maintenance of  the aerodromes they visit, 
but it was a nuisance to receive all those 
little invoices.

The Lockies’ have a software 
development background and they have 
identified and acted on a great opportunity 
to create an economical computerised 
system for recording landings and handling 
payments, with no upfront costs to 
aerodromes or pilots.

The result is Greasr, a Clearing House 
system which emails a pilot just ONE 
invoice for ALL the Greasr aerodromes 
they’ve visited that month - and they can 
pay the same cash price they would pay 
on the day. Aerodromes will get just ONE 
payment for ALL the Greasr pilots who 

visited them that month.
Using Greasr, aerodrome administrative 

overhead is greatly reduced, with the 
income being available for maintenance 
rather than consumed by paperwork.   

For pilots, payment is simplified as 
they need do nothing, except wait for one 
emailed bill a month and pay that while still 
getting the ‘cash’ price for their visit.

It costs nothing to join. For more 
information see the advert below and visit 
www.greasr.com

Airspace Aware available with 
NZ VFG Charts loaded

A new portable device offers simple and 
affordable navigation for NZ VFR flying. 
Airspace Aware arose from the desire 
to improve safety and reduce airspace 
infringements within the GA community.

It is a low cost, pocket-size, moving 
map GPS that uses NZ Airways charts 
to tell you exactly  where you are when 
flying around New Zealand, so you don’t 
get lost and don’t bust airspace. The unit 
originated in the UK in 2010 and in its 
first year of  sale there, was credited with 
reducing airspace infringements by 32%. 

Impressed by the units affordability and 
function, AOPA representatives here raised 
the concept with Airways and then worked 
with the manufacturers to bring a NZ 
version to fruition.

Once purchased, airspace warning 
updates can be downloaded at no cost to 
the user for the life of  the product – and 
the basic 4.3 inch screen version costs only 
$399, plus typically $60 a year to keep fully 
up to date with the latest charts.

Aside from displaying your position on 
the actual NZ chart and offering audible 
airspace warnings, the unit also displays 
your relative position at all times on the 
screen (eg. 5nm west of  Queenstown). 
This facilitates quick and accurate position 
reporting to other traffic and Controllers.

Advanced versions offer navigation 

functionality, simple route planning, and en-
route status reporting. More information 
is available from www.airspaceaware.com/
nz  Look out for a product review on this 
very promising device in a future issue of  
KiwiFlyer.

CRM in the Wire and Obstructino 
Environment Courses in August

Bob Feerst from Utility Aviation 
Specialists returns to New Zealand in 
August to run three courses (in Auckland, 
Wellington and Dunedin) on Crew 
Resource Management in the Wire and 
Obstruction Environment. 

Bob’s courses are very well regarded 
and have been credited internationally with 
significantly reducing the incidence of  wire 
strikes in the low level flying environment. 
Bob has 37 years experience in aviation, 
with 32 years of  operations in a joint 
gas-and-electric utility. He is a commercial 
pilot, rated in both fixed wing aircraft and 
helicopters, and a former pilot/manager for 
a large Midwestern gas-and-electric utility. 

Bob’s 2011 series shifts focus toward 
CRM and is designed to give low-level flight 
crews the essential skills needed to safely 
operate an aircraft in wire and obstruction 
environments.

Wirestrike is a very unforgiving aviation 
accident, but in most cases is also a very 
preventable one. Anyone flying in this 
environment (whether pilot or crew) is 
remiss not to attend one of  these courses 
which are packed full of  useful techniques 
and wisdom for safe operations. The 
training covers issues such as forecasting 
the presence of  wires, applied situational 
awareness, visibility engineering and 
optical illusions, application of  CRM, and 
much more, all from the point of  view of  
practical operational experience. 

The courses this year are being run in 
partnership with Total Aviation Quality on 
8th August in Auckland, 10th August in 
Wellington and 12th August in Dunedin. 
For more information contact John 
Fogden, email: john@totalaviationquality.
com or phone 04 297 0772. See also the 
display advert on page 16.

Aviation Safety Supplies to Tauranga
Effective 30 June 2011, Aviation Safety 

Supplies Limited will have relocated to 
Tauranga. Lloyd Klee says they will arrange 
to transfer their CAA approvals for Part 
145 and 19F to the new premises at 138 
Merrick Road, RD3, Tauranga and will be 
operational without too much disruption. 
The new phone number will be 07 543 
0075. Lloyd’s mobile is 027 280 6549.
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Omaka Classic Fighters 2011

UPON A grass airstrip, by a small town at 
the top of  the South Island a truly unique 
aviation experience is to be found. Every 
second year at Easter, aviation enthusiasts 
from all over the world descend on Omaka, 
near Blenheim. Since its first event in 2001, 
the Omaka Classic Fighters Airshow has 
become a must-see attraction, bringing 
together an eclectic collection of  WWI, 
WWII and modern warbirds not found 
anywhere else. A combination of  the 
Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre, stunning 
scenic backdrops and wonderful hospitality 
make a pilgrimage to this boutique airshow 
well worth it, no matter how long the 
journey to get there. 

The theme of  this year’s event was ‘V 
for Victory’, celebrating the allied victory 
during the Great War in 1918, and the 
end of  the Second World War in 1945. 
Veterans from all over the country were in 
attendance, and had their own tent from 
where they could regale spectators with 
their stories and experiences. 

Although the public were welcome 
at rehearsal days on the Thursday and 
Friday, the airshow began in earnest on 
Friday afternoon, culminating in a twilight 
show and fireworks display. As the sun set 
behind the hills, the RNZAF Iroquois and 

Contributed by Chris Gee

RNZN SeaSprite gave an eerie low-light 
display, and offered a rare view of  these 
machines in action at dusk. To begin the 
re-enactors display, a spy was inserted into 
the airfield by the Miles Messenger, who, 
in near darkness, attempted to stop the 
Germans launching their V-2 Rocket. The 
re-enactors undertook a large fire fight in 
front of  the public, and although many 
in the audience were a little confused as 
to what was happening, the V-2 rockets 
ignition sequence was indeed enjoyable and 
the closing fireworks were spectacular. 

The airshow was a resounding success 
even though inclement weather threatened 
to force a cancellation of  the last day of  
the event. It has been said that “if  you’re 
in a drought, put on an aviation event… 
it will rain” and that adage was proven 
true once again. Following two glorious 
days of  sunshine for Thursday and Friday 
rehearsals, the weather closed in on 
Saturday and Sunday bringing with it cloud, 
rain and wind. The crowd’s enthusiasm 
was not dampened though, and the show 
continued on uninhibited by the weather. 
With more than 110 classic and rare aircraft 
involved in the airshow, everyone went 
home very happy and the organisers are to 
be congratulated for a job well done.

(Foreground) Sopwith Triplane: The Sopwith ‘Tripehound’ was 
the first of the Triplanes to appear during the Great War and proved 
to be incredibly manoeuvrable. Entering service in 1917 with the 
Royal Naval Air Service, it achieved most fame with the ‘B’ Flight of 
10 Squadron commanded by Canadian ace Raymond Collishaw. 
They shot down a total of 87 German aircraft between May and 
July of 1917. However the Sopwith Triplane remained in service for 
only seven months before the Sopwith Camel Biplane replaced it. 
This example, part of the 14-18 Trusts collection, represents ‘Black 
Maria’, Collishaw’s own aeroplane. Chad Willie of Corning, Iowa, 
started this project many years ago, and TVAL was then contracted to 
complete the aircraft once it arrived in New Zealand. 

Sopwith Camel: The most notorious of all WWI fighters, the Sopwith Camel was a fearsome fighting machine, with 1294 enemy aircraft destroyed by the 
type between June 1917 and the end of the war in November 1918. No other single type of aircraft came close to this record during the War. However it 
was a very unforgiving aircraft to fly and more pilots died learning how to fly them than were actually killed in combat. The large engine shifted the centre 
of gravity to the front, making the aircraft extremely dangerous in the hands of a novice. A skilled pilot could use this to his advantage though and once the 
aircraft was mastered, the Sopwith Camel was a superb fighter. The RNAS first deployed the aircraft in May 1917, and in July 1917 a flight of seven Sopwith 
Camels launched off HMS Furious and destroyed the enormous German airships and factory at Tondern. This marked the first ever carrier strike in history.

(Background) Nieuport 11 Bebe: This marvellous aircraft was built by Walt 
Addems and Joe Pfeifer in Porterville CA, and is now part of the TVAL collection. It is 
a replica of an Italian version, built under license by Maachi in 1917, and flown by 
the Italian Ace, Sgt. Alvero Leonardi, who survived the war with eight confirmed kills. 
Originally used by the British and the French to counter the new Fokker ‘Eindecker’ 
that was tearing up the skies in 1916, it was impeded by having no ‘interrupter 
gear’ to allow the machine gun to fire through the propeller. Instead, a Lewis 
machine gun was situated atop the upper wing, seriously reducing the accuracy 
of the weapon and requiring the pilot to stand up in his seat to fix a jammed gun 
(which occurred often). One of the most interesting aspects of the Nieuport 11 is its 
80hp Le Rhone rotary engine. This engine spins with the propeller, and was state of 
the art in its day, giving the aircraft a very distinct and instantly recognisable sound.

Chris Gee attended the recent Omaka Classic Fighters Airshow on behalf  of  KiwiFlyer and sent back 
enough images and commentary to deserve a magazine of  their own. Thanks Chris. We hope readers enjoy 
this comprehensive photo essay of  what was obviously a great few days of  aviation. All pictures are by Chris 
unless otherwise marked. Visit his website at www.stereoimage.co.nz to see more.

Gavin Conroy
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(Above) The Magnificent Seven: Arguably one of the airshow highlights was the return of the Fokker 
Dr.1 ‘Drei-Decker’ Triplanes. Known collectively as ‘the Magnificent Seven’, this is the largest number 
to fly together anywhere since 1918. The Fokker Dr.1 is most well-known for its use by the ‘Red Baron’ 
Rittmeister Manfred Von Richtofen. Each aircraft is painted in the colour scheme of individual ace pilots 
of the Red Baron’s ‘Jasta 11’ squadron. Despite the fact that he only scored 20 of his incredible 80 
confirmed victories in the Dr.1, the aircraft will remain synonymous with his life and death. Designed 
to counter the very successful Sopwith Triplane, the Dr.1 was great leap forward in technology, with 
cantilever wings, welded steel tube framework and aerodynamic wing braces. It failed to perform quite as 
expected, however, and never achieved the intended impact on the air war.

(Right Centre) Fokker D.VII: Widely considered the best German fighter of the First World War, the 
Fokker D.VII had a major impact in the skies over Europe near the end of the conflict. A replacement for 
the Fokker Dr.1 was needed to match the Nieuports and SPADs of the allies that were dominating the 
airspace over Europe. Arriving on the battlefield too late to turn the course of the war, the Fokker D.VII 
was so successful that at the end of hostilities many captured examples underwent extensive structural load 
testing by the Allies. This example was originally built in France for the famous WW1 movie ‘Blue Max’ 
which was made in 1966. Though the aircraft reached NZ in an airworthy condition, it was discovered 
that it had been hurriedly built to meet the movie production schedule. After an extensive overhaul, facelift, 
and a new Mercedes engine, the aircraft now takes pride of place amongst TVAL’s world-class collection.

(Right Lower) Bristol Fighter: Built by Ed Storo in Memphis, Tennessee, this gorgeous replica F.2B Bristol 
Fighter now resides at Omaka as part of the 14-18 Trust Collection. The F.2B initially entered service with 
the Royal Flying Corps in April 1917 as a scout and reconnaissance aircraft, but proved so versatile that it 
remained in service with the RAF up until 1932, servicing British colonies such as India and New Zealand. 
The aircraft was believed to be very fragile when it entered service, so was flown very sedately. This led to 
what became known as “Bloody April” when six F.2Bs were engaged by five Albatross’, led by Manfred 
Von Richtofen. Four of the F.2Bs were shot down, with no losses to the Germans. The aircraft subsequently 
proved to be very manoeuvrable indeed, and later racked up a significant number of enemy kills.

(Right) WWI Battle Re-enactments:
The combination of original and replica 

WWI-era aircraft that take to the skies together 
at Omaka is unmatched and is one of the main 
draw cards of the airshow. During the WWI-
themed parts of the airshow, 13 aircraft were 
airborne at once, chasing each other in a free-
for-all dogfight of a calibre that has probably not 
been seen since the end of the Great War. 

An accurate and very convincing scene was 
completed by a fight between German and 
Allied soldiers from the various re-enactment 
groups on the ground, with the addition of the 
rumbling of ground-shaking ‘Mother’ tanks, built 
by The Vintage Aviator Limited (TVAL) for Peter 
Jackson. The ground action centred around a 
French Chateau occupied by German Forces, 
which housed a Besseneau Hanger hiding 
a Fokker D.VIII prototype, which the allies 
managed to destroy in spectacular fashion on 
the Sunday. It really was like taking a trip back 
in time…

(Above) Albatros D.Va: 
The Albatros D.Va was not one of the most 

successful fighters used by the Imperial German 
Air Service during WWI. It arrived late to service 
after serious structural problems needed to be 
remedied, so that by the time it was deployed, 
the new Allied aircraft in the air already had the 
better of it. It was, and still is, a beautiful looking 
machine, with its smooth aerodynamic body and 
‘steam-punk’-looking wings and tail. 

This example was built by The Vintage 
Aviator Limited (TVAL) in Omaka for the 
legendary American aviator, author and 
entrepreneur Kermit Weeks, who came to 
Omaka to collect his aircraft and then flew it 
brilliantly during the show. As well as being a 
two-time U.S. National Aerobatics champion, 
Kermit is the founder and owner of the Fantasy 
of Flight aviation collection in Florida, where he 
houses a spectacular array of flyable aircraft. 

Many more Albatros D.Va aircraft are to 
be built by TVAL, who have become one of the 
world’s leading manufacturers of WWI replica 
aircraft.

For more information 
please contact Anke Smith. 

Email: a.c.smith@massey.ac.nz
or phone 06 350 5320.

Massey University School of 
Aviation invites all those

interested in learning more 
about studying in this exciting 

field to come along to one of our 
Information Events or Open Days 

AVIATION INFORMATION EVENINGS  
Whangarei - Toll Stadium, Okara Drive

Friday 2 September,  10am - 3pm

South Island Tour (Nelson, Christchurch, 
Dunedin): week of 8-10 August 2011 

Please refer to our website for more details
http://www.massey.ac.nz/massey/learning/

departments/school-aviation/aviation-events/
en/information-evenings.cfm

           
MASSEY UNIVERSITY OPEN DAYS
(with Flight Simulator in attendance)

Manawatu Campus - Palmerston North
Wednesday 3 August,  9am - 2pm 

Albany Campus - North Shore, Auckland
Saturday 13 August,  9am - 2pm 

Wellington Campus - Wellington Central               
Friday 26 August,  9am - 2pm  

‘CAMPUS CONTACT DAY’
(Trial Flights in a Diamond DA 40 aircraft 

available - must be pre-booked)

Milson Flight Systems Centre
Airport Drive, Palmerston North

Saturday 24 September,  9am - 2pm
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(Left Upper) Focke Wolf Fw190: 
One of the most highly anticipated aircraft 

to appear at Omaka this year was the replica 
Focke Wolfe 190, built by the Flug Werk 
Company in Germany. Shipped to New 
Zealand in a container and re-assembled by the 
dedicated team at JEM Aviation, this marked the 
first time a Fw190 had ever flown in the Southern 
Hemisphere, although the aircraft unfortunately 
had its share of difficulties once airborne. After 
overcoming some issues with its landing gear, it 
then suffered damage to its propeller and engine 
after a blade from the cooling fan broke off. 

Despite some promising action on Thursday 
and Friday at the hands of Frank Parker, the 
aircraft was unable to display on the Saturday 
and Sunday of the show, but nonetheless proved 
very popular in the static display. Nicknamed 
the “Butcher Bird” by the Allies after its vicious 
arrival over the skies on Europe in June 1942, 
it wasn’t until the arrival of the Mk IX version 
of the Spitfire that the Fw190’s superiority was 
matched. Although over 20,000 Fw190’s were 
built during WWII, only one original example is 
still flying in the world today.

(Left Lower) Goodyear FG-1D Corsair:
Flown by legendary warbirds display pilot 

Keith Skilling, this FG-1D Corsair, NZ3009, 
is the last airworthy example of what was 
once the most numerous type to serve with the 
RNZAF. Operated by The Old Stick and Rudder 
Company out of Hood Aerodrome in Masterton, 
this fabulous aircraft is always a hit at airshows 
around New Zealand, performing many low and 
fast knife-edge passes under Keith’s command. 

First designed in 1938, the Corsair was 
so successful that it remained in service with 
the US marines during the Korean War, and 
in some South American countries right up 
to 1969. Powered by a 2450 hp Pratt and 
Whitney R2800 Double Wasp radial engine, it 
earned the nickname ‘Whispering Death’ by the 
Japanese due to its quiet low-pitched whine as 
it flew overhead. Designed as a carrier based 
aircraft, its wings are ‘kinked’ in the middle to 
obtain enough ground clearance for its massive 
propeller. Its high landing speed and lack of 
forward visibility made it notoriously difficult 
to land, especially on the pitching deck of an 
aircraft carrier.

(Right Upper & Centre) Curtiss Tomahawk: 
The Tomahawk IIB was the export version of 

the P-40C, having an extra four wing-mounted 
British .303 calibre machine guns as well as (in 
the American version) two .50 calibre machine 
guns. These days a very rare aircraft indeed, 
this example was recovered from a crash site in 
Russia, rebuilt in the USA, and then finished in 
New Zealand by the team at AvSpecs. We were 
very lucky to witness the aircraft’s display, since 
it flew for the first time just days prior to the start 
of the show. 

The most noticeable differences 
to the P40E & N Kittyhawks were the 
drop tank under the fuselage and the 
shape of the nose. Although initially 
built for the RAF, it was found to be 
unsuitable for the type of fighting 
happening in Europe and was 
shipped in large numbers to Russia, 
arriving on the Northern Front in 
December 1941. The aircraft did not 
cope well with the wintry conditions 
and had to be extensively modified, 
and was soon superseded by later 
model P-40’s, Bell ‘Aircobra’ and 
more advanced Russian aircraft. 

(Right Lower) PBY Catalina: 
An angel to many a downed 

airman or stranded sailor, or the 
devil to enemy submariners, the 
Consolidated PBY Catalina is one of 
the most successful amphibious flying 
boats in history, with over 4000 built 
since 1935. Capable of flying patrols 
up to 12 hours long and performing 
anti-submarine, maritime patrol and 
rescue missions, the RNZAF operated 
56 Catalinas in the Pacific theatre 
from 1943. 

New Zealand is very lucky to have 
the aircraft ZK-PBY flying here, all due 
to the tireless efforts of the Catalina 
Club of New Zealand. Imported 
from Africa, this ex- Canadian Air 
Force machine now flies nostalgic 
sightseeing rides for many lucky 
patrons, with many taking the 
opportunity of a flight around the 
majestic Marlborough Sounds.
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(Left Upper) P-40 Kittyhawk: 
The two P-40 Kittyhawks are a major attraction on the New Zealand 

aviation scene, especially when flying together. One is an ‘E’ model, which 
is based at Hood Aerodrome in Masterton with the Old Stick and Rudder 
Company, one of only six surviving ex-RNZAF models. The ‘N’ model based 
at Ardmore is an ex-RAAF example that was restored to airworthiness by 
Pioneer Aero. 

Nearly 14,000 Kittyhawks were built, 297 of which were operated by 
the RNZAF in the Pacific Theatre, shooting down 99 Japanese aircraft. 
Flown at Omaka by Stu Goldspink and Liz Needham, two extremely 
experienced warbird display pilots, the pair of Kittyhawks were also 
displayed in formation with the P40C flown by John Lamont.

(Left Centre) P-51 Mustang: 
Initially delivered to the USAF in 1945, ZK-TAF made its way to New 

Zealand in 1984 after serving with the Canadian Air Force and various 
private owners. It is painted to be representative of the Mustangs flown by 
the Canterbury Territorial Air Force Squadron. Considered by many to be 
the best fighter of WWII, the well-known P-51 Mustang really did have a 
major effect on the course of the war. 

Built initially to specifications laid down by the RAF for a ground attack 
aircraft, the air-to-air potential of the Mustang was quickly discovered when 
it went into service in 1942, beating the best the Germans could put in the 
air, namely the Fw190. At first it was powered by an Allison V-12 engine, 
but after noticing shortcomings at high altitude, a super-charged Rolls Royce 
Merlin engine, licence built by Packard, was adopted instead. The P-51 was 
the only allied fighter that could escort their bombers into Germany and 
back, with enough fuel leftover to loiter over the target.

(Left Lower) Messerschmitt Me108: 
Based at Ardmore, this graceful four-seater aircraft is powered by an 
American Lycoming engine, and is the only example flying in NZ. The type 
first flew in 1934, initially under the guise of a ‘Civilian Touring’ aircraft to 
avoid the restrictions of the Treaty of Versailles imposed on Germany after 
WWI. Used as a trainer and communications aircraft during WWII, the 
design bears many features later used on the famous Me-109 fighter.

(Above and Below) Supermarine Spitfires: 
If there was any one fighter from WWII that truly captured an entire 

era of aviation, it was the Supermarine Spitfire. Famed for its role in the 
Battle of Britain (though much of this credit should surely go to the Hawker 
Hurricane), the Spitfire’s smooth lines and the distinctive shape of this 
aircraft are instantly recognised by many. This year two examples had their 
Classic Fighters debut and flew some wonderful displays together, as well as 
taking part in the re-enactment battles. Brendon Deere’s Mk IXc wears the 
colours of his Uncle’s aircraft, Battle of Britain veteran Alan Deere’s PV270 
which was flown when he was a Wing Leader at Biggen Hill during WWII. 

Meanwhile Doug Brooker’s new Spitfire is a rare two-seat Tr.IX trainer 
version, originating from South Africa. The aircraft is painted in the colours 
of the Ace New Zealand pilot Colin Grey, who was the best man at Alan 
Deere’s wedding. Over 22,000 Spitfires were built during the war, yet very 
few remain airworthy today. 

 Auckland:   8th August @ Auckland Airport Holiday Inn.
 Wellington: 10th August @ Wellington Life Flight, Wellington Airport.
 Dunedin: 12th August @ Dunedin Domestic Airport Terminal.

Don’t miss attending Bob Feerst’s 2011 course on
CRM in the Wire and Obstruction Environment

Flying Low ?

Who Should Attend?
The Crew Resource Management and Flying in the Wire and Obstruction 

Environment Course is a multi-media seminar acclaimed by professional airplane 
and helicopter operators world-wide. It gives low-level flight crews the essential 
skills needed to safely operate an aircraft in wire and obstruction environments.

Topics covered during this essential course include:
l The Basic Awareness that low-level flight crews must have and maintain.
l How to identify the hazards associated with wire and obstruction accidents.
l Understanding your exposure to the wire and obstruction environment.
l Crew Resource Management. (How to work as a team in the low-level environment).
l Why the crewmember is so important regarding safety during low-level operations.
l Crewmember responsibilities and in-flight communications.
l Where the wire and obstruction environment really is.
l Dynamics of wire environments and traps waiting for untrained low-level flight crews.
l Visibility Engineering (What you can’t see and why).
l How flight crews can forecast the presence of wire long before they actually see it.
l What causes illusions in the wire environment and how to manage them.
l The high wire reconnaissance. (How is it different from the normal recon).
l Additional dangers during low-level operations.
l How useful are today’s obstruction marking schemes.

The course is presented by Bob Feerst from Utility Aviation Specialists in association 
with Total Aviation Quality. The cost is $400 per person with discounts available for 

more than 4 bookings. In recognition of no CAA subsidy being available this year, prices 
have been set well below the normal cost of USD500 and do include GST, a manual, a 

certificate, and lunch. Places at some venues are limited so please book early.  
Contact John Fogden:     E: john@totalaviationquality.com     P: 04 297 0772
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(Left) WWII Battle Re-enactments:
There were several firsts and highlights in 

the WWII-themed parts of the display, one of 
which was the full-scale model of a German 
V-2 Rocket. Built over a period of nine months 
by Roger Lauder and his team, the V-2 formed 
the centrepiece of the action over the weekend, 
eventually ‘launching’ a few metres into the air 
before being destroyed in spectacular fashion 
by the pyrotechnics team during the finale of the 
Sunday afternoon battle. 

The combination of WWII aircraft involved 
in the re-enactment was unsurpassed, with three 
Kittyhawks, two Spitfires, a Corsair, a Mustang, 
five Yak-52’s and four Harvards all making 

(Above) The ‘Roaring 40s’ and 
(Below) The ‘Yak-52s’:

New Zealand is fortunate to have two of the 
world’s few civilian formation aerobatics teams 
as regular performers on our airshow circuit.

Based at Ardmore, the Roaring Forties fly 
five of the venerable T-6 Harvards. First flown in 
1935, the type was finally retired by the South 
African Air Force in 1996. The T-6 Harvard 
served as the RNZAF training aircraft from 
1942 until 1978 when it was replaced by the 
Pacific Aerospace CT-4. Led by Frank Parker, the 
Roaring Forties’ display was an excellent exercise 
in precision formation aerobatics, accompanied 

by the glorious sound produced by five Harvards 
flying together. 

Although not considered a true ‘Warbird’ by 
purists, the distinction is blurred with the Yakovlev 
Yak-52 trainers from the Soviet Bloc. The same 
attributes that made these aircraft superb trainers 
for the Soviet Union, namely their manoeuvrability 
and robustness, also make the Yak-52 ideal as a 
formation aerobatic aircraft. 

The Yak-52s provide a very entertaining 
routine, especially at the end where the team 
comes together from all over the sky into a head-
on formation before executing a perfectly timed 
‘break’ out from the crowd line. 

strafing attacks on the airfield. All the while, 
Allied and Axis ground forces clashed in front 
of the public using real weapons, and a fully 
operational Panzer IX tank even entered into the 
fray. The arrival of Winston Churchill being flown 
in to inspect his troops in the Miles Messenger 
was a nice surprise. As well as taking part in 
the re-enactments on the airfield, the devoted 
members of the various Historical Re-enactment 
Societies set up camp for three days in the static 
display area and proved immensely popular with 
the public. Luckily the Allied and Axis camps 
were well separated, though sporadic gunfire 
could be heard from their directions throughout 
the weekend. 

4. Douglas DC-3
The two remaining airworthy DC-3 Dakotas 

flying in New Zealand were in attendance 
at Omaka this year, putting on an impressive 
display. One aircraft is from the NZ Warbirds 
Dakota Group in Auckland, and the other resides 
in Ashburton with the Southern DC-3 Trust. With 
over 16,000 built the DC-3 is one of the world’s 
most successful airliners, playing a large role 
in making the planet more accessible. During 
WWII they were used as paradrop and transport 
aircraft, and several remain in service with air 
forces operationally to this day.

1. BAE 167 Strikemaster
Absent from New Zealand skies for over ten 

years, the return of the BAE 167 Strikemaster 
was a very welcome addition to the display. 
Brett Nichols purchased this former RNZAF 
Strikemaster in 2010, and it made its first flight 
at Ardmore just days before the airshow. This 
was the first time an RNZAF combat jet has 
displayed at an airshow since the very last A-4K 
Skyhawk display, which actually took place at 
the 2001 inaugural Omaka Classic Fighters 
Airshow! The aircraft flew low passes across the 
airfield, to the delight of the crowd - a real show 

highlight. The RNZAF received 16 Strikemasters 
in 1972, which remained in service for 20 
years before being replaced by the Aermacchi 
MB339CB’s. Rumour has it that a second 
example has been purchased also… Here’s 
hoping!

2. Kiwi Blue Parachute Team
Comprising members from the staff of the 

RNZAF Parachute Training and Support Unit, the 
Kiwi Blue Parachute Display Team put on great 
display with several jumpers trailing smoke and 
flags beneath them.

3. Thunder Mustang
Outperforming the original in many respects, 

this three quarter scale replica of the legendary 
P-51D Mustang has become famous in its own 
right. Powered by a 601 cubic inch V-12 engine 
developing 640hp and constructed of modern 
light weight materials, the aircraft achieves a rate 
of climb exceeding 5000 fpm and a straight and 
level speed of 375 mph with Vne at 505mph.

This is the only Thunder Mustang flying 
outside of America, owned since 2005 by a 
syndicate led by Simon Gault, who also flew the 
aircraft during the Omaka Airshow.

5. Photography
As well as being great for traditional images, 

lighting and conditions at Omaka provided for 
many contemporary photographic opportunities.

6. Bristol Freighter
A static resident outside the Marlborough 

Aero Club for over 20 years, the Bristol Freighter 
has been given a new lease on life by the 
Friends of The Bristol Freighter, a dedicated 
team of enthusiasts led by Al Marshal who in 
2008 got the aircraft up to a taxiable condition. 
Though the aircraft cannot fly yet, it is thought to 

be the only Bristol freighter in the world left in an 
operable condition. 

After being towed out in front of the crowd the 
engines were started, an impressive sight in and 
of itself, the aircraft then taxied up and down 
the crowd line, providing a very rare sight and 
delighting the crowds with the incredible sound 
of its two big Hercules engines. In the static 
display its huge front-loading doors were left 
gaping open to show its true function as a cargo 
carrier. The Bristol Freighter was once a common 
sight in the Marlborough skies, being operated 
by Blenheim’s own freight airline Safe Air.

  1   2   3

  4   5   6
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(Left) SH-2G Super Seaprite: 
The Royal New Zealand Navy’s Kaman SH-2G Super Seasprite 

Helicopters are capable of operating off the two ANZAC class frigates, 
offshore patrol vessels and the HMNZS Canterbury Multirole vessel. 
Since 2001 No.6 Squadron RNZAF have operated five of these versatile 
helicopters in the Anti-submarine, Anti-surface and Search and Rescue 
roles. This year pilot LT Dave Rodderick, crewman Flt Sgt Scotty Hunter 
and Commander James Taylor flew the display. Cmdr James Taylor flew 
the Merlin and Lynx helicopters for the Royal Navy for many years, and 
brings to New Zealand a wealth of experience in naval aviation. The Super 
Seasprite can be armed with a door mounted MAG58 Machine Gun, the 
AGM-64 Maverick Missile, torpedoes and Depth Charges.

(Below) UH-1H Iroquois: 
The unmistakable sound and look of the Bell UH-1H Iroquois is always a 

big hit at air shows in New Zealand. First flown in 1956, No.3 Squadron 
has had ‘Huey’ helicopters in service since 1966. Thus the type is ripe for 
replacement, and new NH-90 Helicopters are set to start replacing them 
in 2012. The UH-1 is a hugely successful warhorse, with over 16,000 
manufactured, serving with air forces across the globe and changing forever 
the path of modern manoeuvre warfare. Most well known for its baptism of 
fire in the Vietnam War there are still many examples in service today. The 
RNZAF currently fields 13 Huey helicopters and two of these flew together 
at Omaka this year. These machines will be sorely missed when they are 
finally retired from service which will probably be only a few years away.

The Ground Displays: 
Besides a wonderful flying display, the amount of  action 

happening on the ground was also impressive. Centred around 
the fantastic Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre which is one of  the 
finest aviation museums in the world and a draw card to the area 
the whole year round. It forms the hub for a fantastic aviation 
community. The museum’s full scale dioramas, memorabilia, and 
collection of  WWI aircraft are unique in the world, including a 
real piece of  the Red Baron’s aircraft. The Centre is pivotal in 
the organisation of  the Classic Fighters airshow, with over 200 
volunteers who donate their time to make the event run smoothly. 

Taste buds were well looked after with a large food court and the 
‘Taste of  Marlborough’ wine festival. The many static displays by 
re-enactors were a big hit with the audience, especially the collection 
of  hand weapons and memorabilia assembled by Paul Sangsten 
from Nelson, who is seeking funding to start a museum for his 
collection. Several aviation companies also exhibited at Trade 
Stands, including flying schools offering package deals and lessons 
for patrons motivated to get into aviation for themselves.

Paradise for Photographers: 
The Omaka Classic Fighters airshow offers a gorgeous setting 

for photography, with scenic landscapes to compliment the aircraft 
as they fly past. By a miracle of  planning, the sun is always behind 
you, and the flying demonstrations are very close to the crowd, 
always a great combination! This year, the weather offered some 
dramatic light and cloudscapes, especially at sunset. The humidity 
in the air before the rain began on Sunday morning produced some 
spectacular vortices off  the propellers, rotor blades or wingtips 
of  the aircraft, which lasted long enough in the air to make for 
some great photos. There are always a plethora of  cameras and 
long zoom lenses at airshows, increasingly so as they become more 
affordable. It was great to see the regular aviation photography 
enthusiasts again, as well as befriend some new ones. 

See you next time: 
The Omaka airshow is a massive boost for the local economy of  

Marlborough, with all the accommodation around Blenheim selling 
out months in advance. While attendance was down this year due to 
the weather, there were still approximately 25,000 paying customers 
attending the airshow over the weekend, the pre-sales were double 
that of  the previous show in 2009, and Gold Passes sold out 
well before the event. 34% of  the tickets were sold to overseas 
customers, with aviation enthusiasts flocking in from Australia, the 
USA, UK, Europe, Asia and the Pacific. 

The importance of  the Omaka Classic Fighters Airshow to the 
entire Marlborough region, and New Zealand’s tourism industry, is 
not to be underestimated, and it is hoped that this unique aviation 
event will be a regular biennial event for many years to come.

                Chris Gee     www.stereoimage.co.nz

Campbell Aero Classics: 
NZ aviation company Campbell 

Aero Classics had a large presence at 
Classic Fighters 2011, not least of which 
was their replica ¾ scale T-51 Mustang 
and 90% scale Mk-26B Spitfire aircraft. 
These delightful aircraft fill a great niche 
for pilots who want to build and fly 
single seat replica warbirds without the 
formidable expense and responsibility of 
the real thing, or as one pilot put it “90% 
of the fun for 10% of the price”. 

The North Canterbury based company 
also displayed their impressive 7 and 9 
cylinder Rotec radial engine and their 
hand sown replica leather warbirds flying 
helmet, which have been sold all over the 
world. For more information contact Ivan 
or Sandy: www.campbellaeroclassics.com

Giles 202: 
Although it wasn’t possible in the 

end for him to perform in the new Pitts 
S12 aircraft, Richard Hood gave an 
amazing display of precision and extreme 
aerobatics in the Giles 202. This very light 
and manoeuvrable aircraft really dazzled 
the crowd with its multitude of barrel 
rolls, tumbles, loops and tail slides. One 
of New Zealand’s top aerobatic pilots 
Richard really shows off his talent as a 
world class display pilot. One can only 
assume he leaves a long gap between 
eating his lunch and flying his routine… 
He has chosen his aircraft registration 
well: ZK-NUT.

Westpac Helicopter: 
Air Rescue services to the Marlborough 

region are covered by the Wellington 
based BK117 of the Life Flight Trust. The 
helicopter put on an excellent display 
where it winched aboard a patient and 
displayed how precisely they can hold 
the crewmember, dangling from the hoist 
virtually stationary while the helicopter 
itself gained altitude rapidly. The BK117 
is a common sight in rescue roles, with 
access through large doors allowing for 
easy loading of stretchers. The aircraft also 
has a very low level of vibration providing 
a comfortable ride for injured patients.

ASH Glider:
Christchurch based glider pilot Terry 
Delore gave one of the most outstanding 
displays of the entire show in the ASH 25 
Mi Glider. A tribute to modern technology 
and aeronautical beauty, this glorious 
German built glider took off under its own 
power, then flew a dazzling array of loops 
and passes, until finally side slipping 
into a graceful landing. The crowd held 
its breath during the low passes, with 
only the whistling of the wind across the 
glider’s wings audible. Terry Delore and 
aviation legend Steve Fossett set many 
world records in this aircraft, whose 
huge 25m wide wings are capable of 
bending over 2 metres up and down. It 
has a gliding ratio of 60:1 and can reach 
altitudes in excess of 30,000ft. The aircraft 
has set over 28 world records. 

Need an Engine… ?
We will get you an engine…

FACTORY NEW, REBUILT AND OVERHAULED
GENUINE LYCOMING AND TCM ENGINES

FULL FACTORY WARRANTY - FULL FACTORY BACKUP - FULL FACTORY QUALITY ASSURED

WE MANAGE THE ENTIRE TRANSACTION, INCLUDING 
DELIVERY TO YOUR DOORSTEP AND COLLECTION OF YOUR ENGINE CORE.

ONE SIMPLE TRANSACTION WITH COMPETITIVE PRICING. 
TALK TO US ABOUT LOYALTY DISCOUNTS AND FLEET MANAGEMENT.

24/7 operation with no call out fees. We are serious about our service.
SERVICING AUSTRALIA , NEW ZEALAND AND THE REST OF THE WORLD.

T  +64 9 636 6840           F  +64 9 636 6778           M  +64 21 298 5750
E:  tony.marsters@aeromarsters.co.nz      www.aeromarsters.co.nz



A division of Boston Marks Group Limited
P: 09 298 8206  or  0800 322 206   F: 09 298 8218  
E: insure@avsure.co.nz     www.avsure.co.nz

Contact us for a 
free no obligation 

quotation on any 
aviation insurance 

requirement you have

AIRCRAFT

AVIATION LIABILITY

PROPERTY

PERSONAL

l  Pleasure & Business Aircraft
l  Charter   l  Aircraft Sales
l  Flying Schools   l  Aero Clubs
l  Agricultural   l  Helicopters

l  Premises   l  Airports   l  Products
l  Chemical   l  Hangarkeepers

l  Hangars and Contents

l  Pilot Personal Accident
l  Passengers   l  Pilots term life

Avsure provides the most competitive 
insurance programmes available in the 
Aviation Industry. When considering 
your aircraft insurance, you 
definitely need the best ADVICE, 
EXPERIENCE and RESOURCES. 
At Avsure, WE DELIVER.

Avsure - where aviation insurance 
    isn’t just a sideline, it’s all we do!
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Contributed by Bill Beard

Maintenance 
Shop Insurance

Have you ever wondered who is responsible if  
something happens to your aircraft while it is 
undergoing maintenance? Does your insurance pay 
or does the maintenance provider’s insurer’s pay – 
presuming of  course that they are insured! 
Bill Beard from Avsure explains as follows:

HAVING PURCHASED Aircraft 
Hull Coverage, you rightly assume your 
maintenance shop has what the industry 
calls “Aviation Hangarkeepers and Products 
Liability Insurance”. Often have I heard the 
comment “I don’t need hull cover yet as it 
will be covered by my engineer’s insurance 
when it’s in his hangar”.

The facts are that this may not be the 
case. Hangarkeepers Insurance only covers 
the negligence and legal liability of  the 
hangar owner with regard to aircraft held in 
their care and custody. If  your engineering 
organisation denies they are responsible or 
the circumstances of  the loss won’t stand 
up in court, then you can’t expect any 
compensation from their insurers. It is very 
important then, that you maintain your own 
insurance even for a construction project or 
lengthy refurbishment programme.

Having clarified that, let’s consider a 
couple of  scenarios that might occur totally 
beyond your control ie, the hangar burns 
down, the aircraft (or parts) are stolen or 
during an engine run the apprentice taxies 
into something requiring a replacement 
prop and bulk strip (even worse if  your 
engine is running on condition and you 
have to overhaul the engine).

If  you have your own hull insurance, 
you may be reluctant to claim under your 
own policy as there is the policy deductible 
to consider, loss of  No Claims Bonus, a 
possible premium increase next renewal 
and a claim that you could be accountable 
for, for years to come. If  the shop readily 
admits liability and their insurers step up to 
the mark then it could be convenient to let 
them get on and rectify the damage.

However, even if  there is no dispute 
with the shop or their insurers denying 
liability it’s always best to lodge a claim 
under your own policy and let your own 
insurers appoint a Loss Adjuster to sort 
out the mess. They will do the negotiations, 
pay any legal fees that arise and isolate 
you from the nitty gritty negotiations. 
By assigning the claim to your insurance 
company you will have an adjuster that 

will be on your side and like you will want 
your aircraft repaired quickly and properly. 
In addition, your insurance company will 
have every expectation of  recovering all the 
costs from the negligent party. 

Even though the loss will be a claim 
under your policy, a loss due to someone 
else’s negligence will not generally be 
considered adversely in future renewal 
evaluations. Your insurance adjuster will 
take charge and if  necessary redirect 
repairs to an alternative repairer (only with 
your approval) who may be able to get 
the job done quicker. Your insurers will in 
turn pursue the negligent party and their 
insurers for full reimbursement and also 
assist in the recovery of  the deductible and 

any other relevant expenses. Your insurance 
company assumes your Rights of  Recovery 
when they pay the repair costs – this is 
called Subrogation.

Things naturally take an entirely 
different course if  you or your repair shop 
are not insured. My best advice therefore 
is to firstly ascertain your maintenance 
provider has the necessary Hangarkeepers/
Products Liability Cover and their level of  
coverage is enough to cover the full value 
of  your aircraft.

Low cost maintenance is a bad option 
when it comes at the cost of  no insurance 
back-up. To discuss this topic or any other 
aviation insurance questions, contact Bill 
Beard at Avsure on 0800 322 206.

AOPA New Zealand celebrated it’s 40th anniversary in March this year. The 
organisation does a lot for General Aviation and offers a range of  benefits to 
members and the wider aviation community. If  you’re not already a member, 
read this and give due consideration to joining.

AOPA, the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association, is one of  the 
world’s largest aviation groups. AOPA NZ boasts a membership of  
over 600, making it one of  the 
largest aviation organisations in 
New Zealand. It is steered by an 
executive comprised of  voluntary, 
elected members. Membership 
is open to all, with a focus on 
representing owners and pilots 
of  GA aircraft, whether used for 
recreational or business purposes. 

AOPA’s worldwide focus 
is on member advocacy to the gamut of  aviation regulators and 
official bodies that exist everywhere. This is a strong component 
of  what AOPA NZ does too, regularly engaging with CAA, 
Airways, airports and airfields, and other industry bodies. In recent 
times, AOPA NZ has lobbied Met Service regarding MetFlight 
GA, CAA re the RPL (Recreational Pilots Licence) medicals and 
avionics requirements, and Airways regarding digital charts and the 
forthcoming ADS-B transponder requirements. It’s fair to say there 
is a pretty constant dialogue with the CAA in particular, coupled 
with face to face meetings, on a range of  topics to protect and 
enhance the flying rights of  our members.

The organisation also offers a number of  direct financial benefits 
for it’s members. There is a healthy fuel incentive in place with 
one of  the major suppliers. If  you are even an average flyer this 
can more than cover the annual subscription cost. A Cessna single 
engine maintenance programme has been developed by members, 
which helps keep unnecessary maintenance costs at bay. Other 
discounts also pop up from time to time, such as with the Airspace 

Aware GPS unit, (see KiwiFlyer 
News Briefs in this issue), which 
incidentally was instigated by an 
AOPA NZ initiative with a UK 
supplier.

AOPA NZ also has a very 
active and healthy social side. 
Due to it’s early years as the Kitty 
Hawk Flying Club in the South 
Island, emphasis has always been 

placed on the fun side of  flying to balance the hard yards needed 
on the advocacy front. Numerous fly-ins are held throughout the 
year, and the biennial two week long AOPA Summer Safari is an 
extremely popular event. The next one will cover the northern 
South Island in January 2012.

AOPA NZ membership is a great way to meet other flyers and 
aircraft owners, and to indulge in that favourite sport of  hangar 
flying and swapping stories about events and experiences.

AOPA NZ welcomes all pilots and aircraft owners to it’s ranks. 
Membership is $75 pa. For further details contact the Secretary, Ian 
Vercoe by email: secretary@aopa.co.nz

AOPA offers benefits for all

The AOPA Summer Safari. The 2012 event heads to the northern South Island. Accident and Incident Reports courtesy of  

Type:  Cresco 08-600   LTT
Location: Matawai     POB: 1
Operation: Agricultural Injuries: Nil 
Date:  2 June 2011 
Report: Aircraft failed to get airborne and 

struck a bank at the end of  the strip.

Type:  Karatoo J6   KTN
Location: Middlemarch POB: 2
Operation: Private Other      Injuries: Nil
Date:  22 May 2011   
Report: The undercarriage collapsed on 

landing.

Type:  Robinson R44 II   HDT
Location: Big South Cape POB: 4
Operation: Transport      Injuries: Nil
Date:  17 April 2011   
Report: Helicopter collided with terrain 

during a tail-wind takeoff.

Type:  Piper PA-31   MYS
Location: Nelson   POB: 2
Operation: Test  Injuries: Nil 
Date:  11 February 2011 
Report: The aircraft’s nose gear collapsed 

during a heavy landing.

Type:  Gippsland GA200C   NTO
Location: Waipukurau   POB: 2
Operation: Agricultural  Injuries: Nil
Date:  10 May 2011 
Report: Landing on top dressing strip with 

wet grass and 7kt cross tail breeze. Ran off  
strip into electric fence.

Type:  Rans S-6ES   JOR
Location: Rangiora   POB: 2
Operation: Training Dual Injuries: Nil 
Date:  13 May 2011 
Report: As the instructor was showing 

the student a go around manoeuvre after a 
flare, the aircraft stalled and dropped to the 
ground.

Type:  NZ Aerospace FU24-950   DDX
Location: Paturau    POB: 1
Operation: Agricultural Injuries: Nil 
Date:  2 June 2011 
Report: Aircraft struck some power lines 

during sowing. The aircraft returned to the 
strip for a safe landing.

Please note: Reports are selected from www.caa.govt.nz and 
are provided for information only. Accuracy is not guaranteed. 

$500 
Trade in / Rebate on Artex ELT

www.aviationsafety.co.nz

We are pleased to offer ARTEX owners a rebate on their 
406MHz ARTEX ELT if it has failed its test and is not going to 

be replaced or repaired under the ARTEX warranty.

We will supply a NEW KANNAD 406MHz ELT 
complete with universal mounting bracket, a new 

Remote Control Switch and a Whip or Rod Antenna 
depending upon the configuration required. 

Phone 07 543 0075 or Email: sales@aviationsafety.co.nz

Current pricing is 
very favourable !! 
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4 Great Days with Mountain Flying New Zealand
of  which we had previous experience in). 
Although still quite young, both Ruth and 
Wayne have a great deal of  mountain flying 
experience and are expanding this side of  
their business. They also run tourist flights 
from a second company, U-Fly Wanaka.

Following our arrival at Wanaka airstrip 
on a beautiful sunny Monday morning in 
early February, Ruth and Wayne explained 
that they had arranged a four day itinerary 
for us but it could be modified if  we 

wished. On our first day we set out for 
Stewart Island. Soon after take off  we were 
heading south over the stunning Crown 
range of  mountains which lie between 
Wanaka and Queenstown and then over 
beautiful Lake Wakatipu, Kingston and 
thence to Invercargill where we had to land 
to obtain permission for our onward flight 
to Ryan’s Creek airstrip on Stewart Island. 
It was also important to obtain advice from 
the local pilots about wind and landing 
conditions at Ryan’s Creek as we were told 
this was always a tricky place to land.  

After a night on the island in an 
apartment at “Loosie’s” we flew back to 
the mainland and over Fiordland - full of  
picturesque mountains and valleys, finally 
landing in the hot sunshine for lunch 
on a grass airfield near Te Anau. In the 
afternoon it was onwards up the west coast 
to spectacular Milford Sound. Maintaining 
the correct altitude here proved somewhat 
difficult because of  updraughts but this 
was what mountain flying was all about. 
Another landing for tea on the grass airstrip 
at Glenorchy at the northern end of  Lake 
Wakatipu and then we headed back to 
Wanaka, bringing our second day to an 

RUTH Presland is a familiar face around 
New Zealand airfields, providing a South 
Island contact for Tecnam NZ, writing 
the Places to Go pages for KiwiFlyer, 
and being one half  of  the team behind 
U-Fly Wanaka and Mountain Flying New 
Zealand, based at Wanaka Airfield. 

Mountain Flying New Zealand offer 
tailor made mountain flying training for 
pilots at all levels of  capability. Courses are 
usually run over 4 days and include around 
12 to 16 hours flying in total, although 
Ruth says that less or more can easily 
be arranged depending on budget and 
time. They offer a comfortable and 
well equipped training environment 
for all pilots, whether mature, or new 
and just starting out. Courses develop 
understanding as well as the learning 
of  standard procedures for various 
mountain flying requirements such as 
ridge crossing, etc. 

A course in mountain flying 
increases pilot skills generally and 
builds a safety foundation on which 
long term repeat lessons in the 
mountains become very valuable. Ruth 
says that weather in Wanaka is good 
most times of  the year but particularly 
so in August – so plan your trip soon.  
She says that half  day and full day 
packages are available which offer 
great value at $985 and $1685 respectively 
(current at June 2011). Enquiries for tailor 
made programmes to suit your individual 
requirements are welcome at any time.

A Customer Testimonial
A good number of  Mountain Flying 

New Zealand’s customers come from 
overseas, choosing to combine a scenic 
aviation holiday with an advancement in 
their flying skills while also enjoying some 
great southern hospitality. Two such recent 
visitors were John and Paul Clifford from 
the United Kingdom who wrote of  their 
experience, providing a glowing testimonial. 
We’ll leave it to John to explain what four 
days with Mountain Flying New Zealand 
was like. John writes:

“In February along with my younger 
brother Paul I ventured to the other side 
of  the world to see what mountain flying in 
the Southern Alps was all about.

Our instructors were Ruth Presland and 
Wayne Allanson, a young couple who own 
and run Mountain Flying New Zealand, a 
flight training business at Wanaka Airfield. 
We were to fly in two seaters, a Tecnam P92 
and a Tecnam Super Echo high wing (both 

end - although not until we had eaten a 
fantastic steak at the Lake Hawea Hotel in 
the evening.

Day three was the most daunting and 
emotional day of  all with a flight up to 
Mount Cook via Fox Glacier which was our 
stop for lunch. On landing on the tarmac 
runway at Mount Cook we were met by 
Richard Royds, one of  the joint owners of  
Mount Cook Ski-planes who had waited to 
meet the ‘two aviators from England’ and 

we could not have asked for better 
hospitality. The night was spent at the 
splendid Hermitage Hotel where there 
are lots of  reminders of  Sir Edmund 
Hilary’s pioneering climbs before his 
famous ascent of  Everest in 1955. The 
following morning was an exciting 
surprise to find that we had been 
booked on a trip on one of  the ski-
planes which landed us on the Glacier 
and to our astonishment the next 
ski-plane to arrive brought a wedding 
party. The happy couple were married 
on the glacier!

Our last day took us southwards 
again with a touchdown at the gliding 
capital of  Omarama where we had a 
‘tea’ stop and pleasant conversations 
with members of  the gliding fraternity 
- a surprising number who turned out 
to be English! Our final leg was back to 

Wanaka flying over the Dingle saddle and 
Lakes Hawea and Wanaka.

Apart from being excellent instructors 
Ruth and Wayne were wonderful travelling 
companions providing us with many laughs 
along the way. We feel indebted to them 
for organising such an amazing experience. 
We both learnt a lot about the intricacies 
of  mountain flying with an emphasis not 
only on how to fly a plane but to be aware 
about the vagaries of  the weather and wind, 
how to cross geographical features such 
as saddles, and to realise the navigational 
difficulties of  flying in the mountains, 
including good traffic awareness.

For anyone wishing to undertake a 
mountain flying course this would be hard 
to better, simply because New Zealand has 
the most beautiful mountain scenery in the 
world and Mountain Flying New Zealand is 
singly the best.”   John Clifford, UK.

            
For more information

Contact Ruth or Wayne at Mountain 
Flying New Zealand on 03 443 4005, 
email: info@u-flywanaka.co.nz or visit 
www.mountainflyingnewzealand.com 

Learn how to fly here safely with Mountain Flying New Zealand.

BrumBy

Cicaré CH-7B Kit (100 Hp Rotax 912) now in production

Contact: Phil Sowersby at Hastings
Home: 06 878 8896    Mobile: 027 244 9890

Email: springbox@ihug.co.nz
www.brumbyhelicopters.com.au

Streamlined Flying Wires 
 Flying Wires available in Carbon Steel or Stainless Steel 
  to AN (671-676) or AGS (320-326) Specs.
 Tie Rods available in Carbon Steel or Stainless Steel 
  to AN (701-706) or AGS (307-313) Specs. 
 Clevis fittings also available in Carbon Steel or Stainless Steel 
  to AN665, BS SP3 or AGS Specs. 
 Testing and recertification service for your old assemblies available.  
  Russ Ward   P: 021-116-1965   E: flyingwires@vintageaero.com

helicopter maintenance limited

celebrating 30 years of maintaining working helicopters

Phone Roger at HELISPECS
on 027 498 2812 to discuss

all your helicopter requirements
or email: heli.specs@hotmail.com

HELISPRAY  by  HELISPECS
the originator of the carbon fibre boom concept

R44 BAGGAGE PODS by HELISPECS

l 220 litres capacity per pod 
l Light weight - each pod only 
weighs 14kg l 250lb structural 
load per pod l Vented for 
animal carriage l Removable 
drain bung for cleaning l 
Simple 30 second installation 
or removal l Elegant design 
and excellent functionality

HELIPOWER  by  HELISPECS
Battery Installation for Bell 206, AS350, MD369C,D,E,F,530F,600N

l Maintenance free sealed lead acid batteries 
l Light weight - 15lb saving over conventional lead acid battery 

l 16 amp hours (typical NiCad is only 13 amp hours l Improved starting 
l Initial installation $1800+gst  l Replacement batteries $700+gst

HELISPECS

for AS350 B2, B3, 
and Super C
l 1000 litre capacity with 
room for foaming l Belly 
tank incorporating simple one 
person installation and removal 
l Forward mounted carbon 
fibre booms l Optional light 
weight carbon fibre tank 
l Single boom isolation option 
l Accurate, pressure operated 
contents gauge in pilot’s 
console l Dump doors open 
and close from pilot’s controls 
for fire fighting and partial 
load dumps l Designed by 
Operators for Operators 
l Competitively priced 
l Buy NZ made

l Lightweight, 72kg with 4hp 
Honda l Low mass oscillation 
absorbing carbon fibre booms 
l All stainless / carbon fibre 
construction means zero 
corrosion l Fast and simple 
installation and removal 
l Single boom isolation option

for Robinson R44

l Eliminates twisting loads l Increased skid 
clearance  l Telescoping handle

NEW:  R44 GROUND 
HANDLING WHEELS



26 KiwiFlyer Issue 17                      June / July 2011                      www.kiwiflyer.co.nz Join the NZ Warbirds Association. Phone (09) 298 9207 or visit www.nzwarbirds.org.nz 27

KiwiFlyer NZ Warbirds Feature NZ Warbirds Feature

Erich Rudorffer: Ace Pilot Contributed by Frank Parker
of  them had seen service in the Spanish Civil War of  1936, a time 
when many Luftwaffe tactics had been developed.

Erich Rudorffer was one of  these pilots. He saw continuous 
active service from France in 1940 to Russia in 1945 and 
survived the war. He achieved 222 Victories, including 12 in the 
Messerschmitt 262, becoming one of  the first and few Jet Aces.

Born in Zwochau, Sachsen (near Leipzig) Germany, Rudorffer 
was a pilot with Lufthansa at the outbreak of  WW II. All pilots 
were transferred to the Luftwaffe and in early 1940 he was 

transferred to JG 2 
‘Richthofen’. (JG is 
an abbreviation of  
Jagdgeschwader, 
Jagdge = Fighter 
(literally meaning 
hunter) , Schwader 
= Wing, and 
Richthofen being 
a reference to the 
Ace of  WW I, the 
Units ‘Patron’). JG 
2 Richthofen was 
initially based in 
West Germany and 
then , as the front 
line moved west, in 
France.

He claimed his 
first victory on 14 May 1940, a French Curtiss 75 Hawk, and had 
increased this to 8 victories before the fall of  France.

Rudorffer flew throughout the Battle of  Britain and by the end 
of  1941 had achieved 40 kills. During 1942 his unit was based 
in Occupied France operating from the Cherbourg area. It was 
engaged in Operation ‘Cerberus’ (Feb 1942) providing fighter cover 
for three German Battleships making a ‘dash’ through the English 
Channel. In August 1942 JG 2 defended against the ‘Dieppe’ 
Raid, an early Allied Commando type attack on Occupied Europe. 
The unit lost 14 aircraft for 59 destroyed. Later in 1942 JG 2 was 
involved in an interdiction campaign in the English Channel and 
against UK coastal defences. 

In Nov 1942 elements of  JG 2 were transferred to Sicily 
and then Tunisia to participate in the North African Theatre of  
Operations where two of  their pilots, Rudorffer and Kurt Buhligen, 
would account for one half  the units 150 victories in this theatre.

IN THE lead up to the Classic Fighters Airshow at Omaka I had 
the opportunity to fly a unique aircraft, a reproduction Focke Wulf  
190. But this is a story of  a person, not an aircraft. The registration 
of  the aircraft is ZK-RFR and if  you say that phonetically it is 
easy to trip over your tongue. Enquiry into this mouthful found 
it was for ‘Erich Rudorffer’ the pilot in who’s livery the aircraft is 
presented. 

In WW I the French ‘Press’ described pilot Adolphe Pegoud as 
l’as (translate Ace) when he became the first pilot to shoot down 
five German 
aircraft. From 
that event, 
and remnants 
of  chivalry 
surrounding air 
combat in World 
War I, pilots who 
achieved five 
victories were 
acknowledged 
as an Ace, a 
recognition of  
experience and 
prowess.

In WW II 
German Luftwaffe 
pilots, over 
100 of  whom 
accomplished scores of  more than 100 kills, and the highest scoring 
Ace of  all time Erich Hartmann with a tally of  352, were to re-
write the meaning of  the term. This was in comparison with other 
nations with top scores of, Japan 87, Soviet Union 62, UK and 
Commonwealth 51, USAAF 48. (New Zealand’s top scoring Ace, 
Colin Gray, achieved 28 kills). This disparity was not because the 
Germans were ‘better’ pilots than their Commonwealth, American 
or indeed Japanese contemporaries, but a result of  extended tours 
of  frontline duty. 

The standard period of  combat duty for a Commonwealth 
Fighter Pilot (RAF, RAAF, RNZAF) was based around 200 hours 
flying or 50 sorties, more or less. After this time pilots were 
removed from front line duty to Command or Training oriented 
roles, perhaps followed by further Operational tours. By contrast, 
many Luftwaffe pilots saw continuous frontline service from the 
outbreak of  the war until the last days in May 1945. Indeed a few 
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The latest addition to the NZ Warbirds scene is this replica Fw190 in the livery of German Ace Erich Rudorffer.

On 9th February 1943 Rudorffer shot down 8 allied aircraft in 
the space of  32 minutes. While based at Kairouan flying Focke 
Wulf  190 with JG 2 received advice of  an attack by a USAAF task 
force. The Germans attacked the B-17 Bombers as a defensive fleet 
of  P-40s and P-38s came to defend them. In the ensuing dogfights 
Rudorffer shot down six P-40s, then at the end of  the engagement 
a further two P-38s. He followed up with a further seven kills on 
15th February.

In July 1943 Hauptman (Major) Rudorffer was transferred to 
Command II JG54 (2nd Gruppe (Group) 54 Fighter Wing) on 
the Eastern front scoring his first victory in the War with Russia 
on 7th August. The already 
Multi-Ace was to accumulate 
incredible success in this theatre, 
which for many German pilots 
was a ‘Turkey Shoot’.

Stalanist purges of  the 
1930s where any Officer showing 
the slightest initiative was 
seen as a threat and marched 
off  to Siberia – or worse, had 
decimated the Soviet military, 
and while the Polikarpov 
aircraft seen at Warbirds 
Over Wanaka may now be a 
great airshow attraction, at 
the hands of  inexperienced 
pilots they were no match 
for the battle hardened Luftwaffe pilots flying vastly superior 
Messerschmitt and Focke Wulf  aircraft.         

During a sortie on 24th August 1943, Rudorffer downed 5 Soviet 
aircraft in 4 minutes and on 11th October created aviation history 
by claiming 13 kills in the space of  17 minutes.

On the 28th October while based in Latvia he earned his 
nickname, “Fighter of  Libau”. While preparing to land, a fleet of  
60 Soviet aircraft was observed en route to bomb area airfields. 
Short on fuel, Rudorffer, single handed, engaged the enemy, forced 
a retreat and bagged 9 aircraft in 10 minutes.                         

In December 1944 Rudorffer was trained onto the new 
Messerschmitt 262 Jet and in February 1945 appointed to 
Command I JG 7 based north of  Hamburg, the mission ‘Defence 
of  the Reich’, or Home Defence. Despite the overwhelming odds 
faced by the Luftwaffe pilots in the closing months of  the War, 
Rudorffer claimed 12 kills in the 262, including several heavy 
bombers.

Following the War, Rudorffer found his way to Australia where 

Erich Rudorffer in 1944 aged 27. 
German Federal Archive image.

Aircraft Painting
and Restoration Specialists

www.pacificaerocoatings.com

We can prepare and finish your aircraft 
to the highest standard

Talk to us before starting your aircraft paint or restoration project

Is your painter experienced with: Preparation techniques that won’t 
damage your aircraft; Corrosion identification and protection; Applying 
high solids paint in low volume to save weight; Avoiding a brittle finish 
that will crack over time; Finishing with a colour coat instead of adding 
layers of clear to cover imperfections? If not, and if you care that the 
result is the best it can be, talk to us. We offer you experience to do it: 

The right way – The easy way – The first time.

Award Winning Fabric
Covering and Finish System

USA

Asia Pacific Distributors for 
Superflite FAA approved 

Aircraft Paint 
as used by leading 

light aircraft manufacturers.

he flew DC 2 and DC 3 aircraft before a period with Pan Am. As 
late as 1960 he was involved with flight instruction in Germany.

This remarkable pilot flew over 1000 combat missions, engaged 
in aerial combat over 300 times. He was shot down by ground 
action or enemy aircraft 16 times and had to parachute from his 
aircraft 9 times. His score sheet of  222 victories includes 1 Hawker 
Tempest (Me 262), 2 Hawk 75, 6 P-40, 7 Hurricane, 7 P-38, 15 Yak 
7/9, 40 Spitfire, 58 Il-2 Sturmovic, and 10 B-17 Bombers (Me 262).

He was awarded the ‘Knights Cross’ on 1st May 1941 (19 
Victories), with grades added of  ‘Oak Leaves’ on 11th April 1944 
(113 Victories) and ‘Swords’ on 26th Jan 1945 (210 Victories). 

The Aircraft I was fortunate to fly depicts his Fw 190 at Immola, 
Finland in 1944. Somehow I feel insignificant !

Regards,  frankly@xtra.co.nz 



Welcome Message
INNOVATION and growth – New 
Zealand’s aviation industry is on a flight 
path which will change the way we do 
business in this country. This years 
Aviation Industry Conference Week will 
be showcasing a number of  the potential 
changes, as well as presenting us with the 
challenges ahead.

Whether it be in agricultural aviation, 
the helicopter industry, commercial air 
transport, aviation engineering or flight 
training there will be new information 
on each of  these sector’s performance 
and direction which you will hear first at 
aviation week.

We do have some very gnarly challenges, 
particularly in the area of  public policy 
setting, however, solutions are emerging 
such as the projects fostered by NZAAA 
and NZHA in the areas of  better regulation 
of  aerial operations within the regional and 
local council environment, conservation 
estates and fire fighting protocols. Flight 
training has an opportunity to develop an 
alternative proposal to the government’s 
“default” provisions on funding contained 
in the budget. And then there is the matter 
of  self  administration and co-regulation 
models – a possible alternative to the CAA’s 
present solution of  “one size fits all” in 
surveillance.

For the aviation community, whether you 
are engaged in commercial operations 
or are a private flyer, there is something 
here for you. CAA is undergoing some 
substantial change. This has already been 
flagged in various communications on their 
website, but what does this mean in reality? 
Only the new Chairman of  the CAA, Nigel 
Gould, really knows what these changes 
may potentially look like. 

We say potentially because since Nigel’s 
appointment we have detected a major 
shift towards a more collaborative, open, 
transparent and responsive regulator. 

However, the Chairman and Board of  
CAA need to know that there is a high level 
of  industry engagement with this change 
process. Aviation week provides you with 
the opportunity to express your views and 
opinions.

On a very practical operating note, the 
vexatious issues of  whether Rule Part 137 
should proceed in its present form, or is 
the government’s decision not to proceed 
with Rule Part 141 modernisation the right 
decision, will be debated. These are debates 
that affect the whole community, as at the 
heart of  all of  this is the government’s 
policy decisions around “less is better” in 
the rule making environment. For aviation 
this presents some potential concerns as 
rule making is as much an enabler, as it is a 
restriction of  business practice.

AIA is always looking at opportunities to 
deliver competitive advantage into your 
businesses and this includes delivering 
risk and reward in a more cost effective 
and efficient way. That’s why we have 
four specific programmes – for NZAAA 
it includes chemical revalidation; those 
operating in noise sensitive areas the 
AIRCARE flying neighbourly programme 
and two specific programmes; Risk 
Management in Aviation and SMS 
in Aviation both of  which present 
opportunities for participants to go on and 
complete National Diploma qualifications 
recognised on the NZQA framework. This 
is a global first as we look to introduce 
SMS from an individual and skills based 
approach.             

Business networking combined with the 
opportunity to meet your customers, key 
stakeholders and our industry’s strategic 
partners will all make this ‘the’ event on 
New Zealand’s aviation calendar this year. 
As always we do create “different events” 
– go to our website www.aia.org.nz for the 
conference programme, registration and to 
see last year’s ‘Aviation Week photo gallery’.                  

event 
guide
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5 reasons to book
your place at 

this event today

Be part of the decision 
making that will

guide our industry
in the future

Discuss real issues 
affecting our industry

Hear from International 
Keynote Speakers

Benefit from great 
networking opportunities

See our largest 
Trade presence ever

Aviation Week includes:

Conferences of:
Aviation Industry Association

NZ Agricultural Aviation Association
Education and Research

NZ Helicopter Association
Aircraft Engineering Association of NZ

AIA Divisional Meetings of:
Supply and Services

Commercial Air Transport / UAVs
Flight Training

Air Rescue / Air Ambulance
Safety Advisory Committee

Tourist Flight Operators

Professional Development:
Safety Management Systems Course

Risk Management Course

Plus:
Trades Expo
PT6 Refresher

Bell 429 and Robinson R66
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KiwiFlyer Products and Services

Helicopter and Aircraft 
Ground Support - like no other...

24/7 operation with no call out fees. We are serious about our service.
SERVICING AUSTRALIA , NEW ZEALAND AND THE REST OF THE WORLD.

T  +64 9 636 6840           F  +64 9 636 6778           M  +64 21 298 5750
E:  tony.marsters@aeromarsters.co.nz      www.aeromarsters.co.nz

HELICARRIERS   l   HELI TOW CARTS   l   FUEL TRANSFER 
AIRCRAFT MOVERS   l   GROUND HANDLING WHEELS
PORTABLE START POWER and GROUND POWER UNITS
CONTINUOUS POWER SUPPLY   l   AIRCRAFT TOOL KITS
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Keynote Speaker Profiles  
Hon. Nathan Guy
Associate Minister for Transport

The Member of  Parliament for Otaki, Hon. Nathan Guy was 
appointed Minister of  Internal Affairs in the National Government 
in June 2009. He is also Associate Minister of  Justice, Associate 
Minister of  Transport and the Minister responsible for the National 
Library and Archives New Zealand.

Mr Guy entered Parliament as a List MP in 2005 and was elected 
National’s Junior Whip in 2006. He was promoted to Senior Whip 
in early 2008 and retained this position following the 2008 general 
election when he won the Otaki seat. Prior to entering Parliament, 
Mr Guy was active in farming and local government. He served 
for eight years on the Horowhenua District Council and managed 
the family dairy farm. In 2000 he was awarded a Winston Churchill 
Fellowship to study beef  exports to the United States.

Hon. Kate Wilkinson
National List MP based in Rangiora 

Kate was raised on a mid Canterbury mixed cropping farm. 
After graduating with an LLB from the University of  Canterbury 
she worked as a solicitor with Harman & Co in 1979, and became 
a partner five years later. She was involved in general practice law, 
corporate and commercial law, and property and trusts law. 

For 15 years, Kate was a member of  the New Zealand Junior 
Chamber Inc (Jaycees) and has been General Legal Counsel and 
National President. In 2000, Kate was the Personal Assistant to 
World President of  Junior Chamber International and was awarded 
Senatorship of  JCI for outstanding service. 

Kate was the Deputy Chairman of  the Waimakariri Community 
Action Group and was also Trustee of  the Multiple Sclerosis and 
Parkinson’s Foundation Canterbury Inc until late 2008. 

She is also a former Trustee of  the Christchurch Arts Festival 
Trust Board and has been a seminar presenter for the Motor Trade 
Association, NZ Institute of  Management, and the Canterbury 
Employers Chamber of  Commerce. 

William R. Voss 
President and CEO of  the Flight Safety Foundation

William Voss became president and CEO of  the Flight Safety 
Foundation in 2006. He had been Director of  the Air Navigation 
Bureau at the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) 
since January 2004. During his time with ICAO, he oversaw 
development of  major international safety initiatives and gained a 
reputation for working collaboratively in the international arena. 

Prior to joining ICAO, Voss spent 23 years at the FAA, focusing 
on air traffic management and control. He rose through the ranks 
to become Director of  Air Traffic Systems Development, a position 
he held from 1999 to 2001. 

At ICAO and the FAA, Voss was responsible for the 
coordination of  multiple programs that required managing staffs 
numbering in the hundreds and multi-million-dollar budgets. He 
has developed global safety plans and led reform plans to expedite 
the process in which critical needs are identified and addressed. 

He is a certified air transport pilot, a certified flight and ground 
instructor, a licensed airframe and power plant mechanic, and a 
qualified FAA control tower operator. He holds a Bachelor of  
Science degree in Aviation Maintenance and Management and a 
Masters in Public Administration. 

Steve Douglas 
Director, Civil Aviation Authority of  New Zealand

Steve Douglas took up the position of  Director of  Civil 
Aviation in June 2007. A former aircraft design engineer, Steve’s 
career has been devoted entirely to aviation. He has extensive 
technical and regulatory experience at the CAA, including 12 years 
in senior management roles. Immediately prior to being appointed 
Director he was General Manager Government Relations, with 
primary responsibilities for aviation rules, policy development and 
international relations.  

Previous industry experience includes five years in a technical 
services role at Air New Zealand and a similar period spent in 
commercial satellite design at British Aerospace. Steve has a degree 
in mechanical engineering from Canterbury and an MSc in Aircraft 
Design from the Cranfield Institute of  Technology in England.

Nigel Gould
Chairman, Civil Aviation Authority of  New Zealand

Nigel Gould became Chairman of  the Civil Aviation Authority 
in April 2011. A chartered accountant by trade, Nigel is a fellow of  
the Institute of  Directors, the Institute of  Chartered Accountants 
and the Institute of  Management. He is a former chairman of  
the Wellington Regional Chamber of  Commerce, and was last 
year awarded the Office of  the New Zealand Order of  Merit for 
services to business and the community. He is also a recipient of  
the Wellington Civic Award for services to business.

He is a former Chancellor of  Massey University and has held 
executive management roles with Broadlands Dominion Group, 
Fletcher Challenge and Andas Group. He established Comtex 
Group in 1986, and was Chairman of  the Wellington Harbour 
Board from 1986 until the establishment of  CentrePort Ltd, which 
he then chaired until 2008.

Matt Zuccaro
President Helicopter Association International

Matt Zuccaro has been active in the helicopter industry for over 
35 years. He was president of  Zuccaro Industries, LLC, which 
provided domestic and international aviation consultation services, 
and specialised in helicopter related issues. He holds Airline 
Transport Pilot and Instrument Flight Instructor certificates for 
both airplanes and helicopters.

Mr. Zuccaro has held several executive level and operations 
management positions, with commercial, corporate, scheduled 
airlines, and public service helicopter operations in the north 
eastern United States. During his tenure with the Port Authority of  
New York and New Jersey, he served in operations management 
positions at John F. Kennedy International Airport and the Port 
Authority’s public and private heliports.

Mr. Zuccaro is a past president and chairman of  the Eastern 
Region Helicopter Council. He received his initial helicopter flight 
training as a U.S. Army aviator and served with the 7/17 Air Calvary 
unit in Vietnam. During his tour, Mr. Zuccaro earned several 
commendations to include two Distinguished Flying Crosses, three 
Bronze Stars, and 19 Air Medals. He was subsequently assigned as a 
flight instructor at the Army Flight School at Fort Rucker, Alabama.

HAI is the professional trade association for the civil helicopter 
industry. HAI’s 1,350+ member organisations and 1,150 individual 
members, in more than 73 nations, operate more than 4,500 
helicopters for approximately 2.3 million hours each year.

Offering a Total Support Centre for:

Airframe Maintenance  
Engine Overhaul

Propeller Overhaul
Accessory Overhaul
Component Overhaul
Avionics Capability

Meet with us at Aviation Week and find out
about taking the maintenance of your

aircraft to the next level.

P: 07 843 3199     www.aeromotive.co.nz

Visit Aeromotive at Stand 13 during Aviation Week

Visit Oceania at Stand 12 during Aviation Week

One Stop Helicopter Services for:

Maintenance and Repair
Component Overhaul

Turbine Overhaul
Parts Supply
Modifications

Avionics Installations

Visit us at Aviation Week to learn about
Real Value Maintenance 
for all helicopter operators.

P: 09 296 2644  www.oceania-aviation.com

Robinson R66 on display at Queen’s Wharf
during the AIA Conference 6-8 July.

Demonstrations available by appointment.

Visit us on Stand 30 during the AIA Conference 6-8 July
Contact: Brett Sanders   P: 09 299 9442 or 021 748 984
E: brett@heliflitepacific.com   www.heliflitepacific.com

Visit Heliflite Pacific and Agusta Westland at Stand 30 during the AIA Conference

Elizabeth Valentine     
Chief  Executive, ATTTO

Elizabeth joined the Aviation, Tourism 
and Travel Training Organisation as Chief  
Executive in 2007. Elizabeth is a frequent 
conference speaker, advisor and strategist 
for education and training and sits on a 
range of  education related advisory councils.

With 20+ years experience in 
management and consulting, Elizabeth has 
led the development of, and agreement 
to, the Aviation Strategic Training Plan 
project. She also led the development of  
the NZSkillsConnect careers web portal  
that includes information about jobs across 
the aviation sector. Elizabeth has an MBA 
from Henley (UK), as well as Diplomas in 
Business Studies and Teaching. Visit KiwiFlyer at Stand 3 during Aviation Week

KiwiFlyer is published every two months
and delivered FREE to every aircraft operator 
and aviation business in NZ. Retail, website 

and other targeted distribution assures 
advertisers of the widest market coverage.

We can help prepare your
advertisement or write promotional editorial 
about your business or new developments.

We look forward to meeting you at
Aviation Conference Week and discussing 
opportunities to help support your business.

P: 0800 535 937  E: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz
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Exhibitor Directory
           Conference  Stand

 AAA AIA 

ACC l l 2 

Aeromarsters  l l 8-10

AeroNet / Module l l 11 

Agusta Westland  l 30

Aquamax l l 15

Asia Pacific Aerospace l l 31

ATTTO  l l 19

Aviation New Zealand 	 l	 26

Aviation Painting Services  l l 16

Aviation Trader 	 l	 21

Avinet / Air Maestro l l 18

Ballance Agri-Nutrients l   30

DART Helicopter Services l l 4

ECO2000 / Avclean l l 34

Field Air Australia l  20

Fieldair Engineering l l 14

Flair 2011 l l 27

Flightcell l l 6

GSB Supplycorp 	 l	 22

Helicopter Assoc. Int.  l 32

Hawker Pacific NZ l l 5

International Safety Sys.  l 1

KiwiFlyer Magazine l	 l	 3

Loadrite l	 	 17

Navigatus Consulting 	 l	 20

NMIT  l 17

Oceania Aviation l l 12-13

Olympus  l 33

OmniSTAR l  22

Pacific Turbine Brisbane l  32

Petroleum Logistics l l 29

Pratt & Whitney Canada l  21

RDS Systems l 	 33

Safran Turbomeca  l  23

Standard Aero l l 24

Symbiotics  l 23

TracMap NZ l l	 25

TracPlus l l	 7

Please note this list and stand allocations 
are current at the time of print. Stand 
allocations may be subject to change.

THIS year’s trade show has again exceeded 
the number of  trade stands last year, 
even with a number of  usual exhibitors 
unable to attend. International exhibitors 
this year include Helicopter Association 
International 
and there are 
also a number 
of  companies 
exhibiting at the 
conference for 
the very first 
time. 

“The growth 
of  our trades 
exhibition 
has been 
phenomenal 
over the past 
few years,” says 
Irene King, 
CEO of  AIA. “When we initially booked 
the Amora a few years back we never 
expected this growth and we now have to 
use the hotel ballroom to house the trades 
and hold all our dinners off  site.”

This year’s trade show will also include 
the Bell 429 and Robinson R66 as 
attractions. They will be on display at the 
Helipro Heliport on Queen’s Wharf  and 
those attending the Tuesday and Wednesday 
night dinners will be able to visit them on 

More Exhibitors at Trade Expo
their way to the dinner venues.

As in previous years a number of  
exhibitors are pulling out all the stops 
to ensure their presence is felt. Several 
are taking more than one stand in order 

to show off  
their full range 
of  existing 
products as 
well as new 
products they 
are bringing to 
the market.

Morning 
and afternoon 
teas as well as 
lunches will 
be served in 
the trades area 
throughout the 
week ensuring 

that exhibitors have maximum exposure to 
the conference delegates. There will also 
be our usual trades awards presented to the 
best stand for the AIA and NZAAA parts 
of  the week.

Trades stands have been filling fast but 
there are a few left so if  you want to make 
your presence known contact Bob Feasey at 
bob.feasey@aia.org.nz or call 04 472 2707 
for more information or to make a last 
minute booking.

This year’s Trade Expo will be even bigger than in 2010. 

Is your organisation fatigue safe? 
Safety first with online software Air Maestro™

an “Awesome organisational tool - it puts 
all of  us under scrutiny and doesn’t let 
things get forgotten. Rostering, flight and 
duty reporting is easy and effective.”

Fatigue Risk Management
Of  particular interest to customers are 

components of  a Fatigue Risk Management 
System (FRMS) that are embodied in Air 

Maestro. Fatigue is a hot topic which has 
been identified by aviation regulators as an 
increasingly significant risk factor facing 
everyone in aviation, from pilots and crew 
through to engineers. Operators can now 
take practical steps to help manage fatigue 
in their organisation by implementing a 
system such as Air Maestro. Users of  Air 
Maestro have the ability to estimate fatigue 
levels using the FAID® algorithm (under 
licence). The system also incorporates the 
Prior Sleep Wake Model (PSWM) and Work 
Practice Controls.

Air Maestro is a system that helps 
its clients to answer the question; is 

IMPROVING the management of  
safety and operational environments 
in aviation organisations is a common 
theme around the world and a growing 
number of  operators have been turning to 
Avinet for help. The Australian company’s 
innovative online solution Air Maestro, is 
tailor made to assist with aviation safety 
and compliance requirements. According 
to Chief  Executive Officer Mike 
Mulvihill, there are now over 5,000 
users of  the Air Maestro system 
around the world. Mike says that 
on average, a user logs on to the 
application every 22 seconds. 

Launched five years ago, Air 
Maestro provides the industry 
with an innovative means of  
assisting operators in running a 
Safety Management System (SMS) 
effectively. Multiple systems have 
been integrated into a single, easy 
to use web-based application, 
which will be demonstrated 
during Aviation Industry Week in 
Wellington at the start of  July.

Air Maestro customer Jason Davies 
from Whitsunday Helicopter Group 
comments that “Air Maestro has provided 
our company with an all-encompassing 
system for our operations. The system is 
secure, accessible for all staff, user friendly 
and constantly evolving in line with 
industry demand. Above all, our company 
is impressed with the level of  support 
provided by Air Maestro staff.”

Nicky Stevenson from New Zealand 
company Skywork Helicopters also uses the 
software, which she considers an effective 
organisational tool. She says Air Maestro is 

your organisation fatigue safe? In fact, 
implementing an FRMS brings many 
advantages beyond complying with the 
legislation. The tools used in an FRMS 
also assist in effectively overseeing 
the relationship between rosters, leave 
and overtime allocation, work cycles, 
licence and endorsement renewals, 
training requirements and personnel 

management. “Implementing 
an FRMS has proven returns 
for companies beyond the 
scope of  simply complying with 
industry requirements. A robust 
FRMS helps managers to gain 
greater control over their entire 
operational environment whilst 
at the same time contributing to 
overall safety improvement,” said 
Mulvihill, adding that “Effective 
fatigue management is reliant on 
this important responsibility being 
shared between management and 
employees. For Air Maestro to be 
truly robust, both management and 

personnel must be committed.” 
Everyone in aviation needs to have 

a common understanding of  how the 
aviation system operates as a whole, with 
clear rules governing the right of  safe 
skies for all. For many aviation operators 
around the world, the Air Maestro software 
application has proven itself  to be the all-
encompassing solution they seek. 

For more information
Visit www.airmaestro.co.nz or meet 

the team at Stand 18 in the Exhibition 
Hall during Aviation Industry Week at the 
Duxton Hotel, Wellington, 3-8 July 2011.

About Avinet
Avinet was created in 2005 in response 

to Comunet (Avinet’s parent company), 
being contracted by an aviation operator to 
develop Air Maestro. Collaborating closely 
with industry to meet the needs of  their 
aviation customer, Comunet realised the 
potential in this area and formed Avinet. 
The company has since expanded into 
other transport sectors, with operation 
and safety web-based applications Rail 
Maestro™ and Road Maestro™. Air 
Maestro™ is Avinet’s leading product and 
is supported by alliance partners across the 
globe. 

Avinet has a broad range of  rotary 
and fixed wing aviation customers based 
in Australia, New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, Singapore, South Africa, the 
UK and the USA. Sectors using the 
system include emergency services, aerial 
fire fighting, aeromedical, police, aerial 
agricultural, charter and offshore.

About Air Maestro™
Air Maestro is a web-based aviation 

software application designed to help 
achieve greater operational safety, efficiency 
and compliance. It offers an integrated 
approach to SMS that is designed around 

CAA/CASA and ICAO requirements. 
The development and refinement of  Air 
Maestro is directed by customer feedback, 
with new version updates each year. Air 
Maestro’s features and capabilities are 
offered in a choice of  flexible options to 
suit individual customer needs. Operators 
can implement the full functionality of  the 
system or just the Safety or Operational 
modules.

Australian Helicopters (pictured here) use Air Maestro. 

Photo courtesy Australian Helicopters
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THIS year it is as the saying goes a Conference of  two halves. The 
Conference theme is “AIRCARE in Action”. This is supported first 
by the session on Monday morning involving CAA, where there 
will be several presentations on issues that have a huge effect on 
agricultural aviation. Chief  among these is the status and situation 
regarding CAR Part 137, which has grown in scope since the Project 
Working Group was set up some years back now, to consider the 
need for a rule revision. 

AIRCARE is about more than aviation safety however, and in the 
second half  of  the programme on Tuesday, there will be a workshop 
session on the environmental regulatory scene and aviation – both 
agricultural and rural. Much of  this will involve the MAF Sustainable 
Farming Fund project entitled: “Environmental Best Practice in 
Agricultural and associated Rural Aviation”. Just after half-time, 
there will be five or six other presentations to add to the occasion.

The NZAAA Annual Conference will consist of  two intensive, 
hard fought halves of  an important game, where the winner will be 
you, - if  you attend.

Agricultural Aviation 
Conference & Programme

“AIRCARE in Action”

Visit Aeronet at Stand 11 during Aviation Week

Visit RDS Systems at Stand 33 
during the AAA Conference

1845
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1215
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1350

1450

1515

1615

1715

0845

1000

1030

1200

1330

1530

1600

1615

1800

1900

Sunday 3rd July

NZAAA Welcome Social

Monday 4th July

Official Conference Opening

Chairman Opening Address, Tony Michelle

Morning Tea

The Design and Certification of Farmers Air 750 XL Ag 
conversion, Jon Kerr, Flight Structures

CAA – implementation of 137 NPRM, ACs on AOW 
and Expositions, risk profiling, CAA 

Lunch

Review of liquid application by air including spray 
tank mixes and the effect on droplet size and 
evaporation rate, Andrew Hewitt 

Future prospects for the industry, William Grigg

Industry Forum
 
Afternoon Tea

Presentation by Tracmap

Presentation by Aeromarsters

Tuesday 5th July

Pilot Attitude & Safety, Jim Rankin

Morning Tea

Incidents & Accidents, Garth Galloway

Lunch

Environmental Good Practice in Agricultural
Aviation – What’s in it for me?, 
John Sinclair, John Maber, Lynette Wharf

Afternoon Tea

NZAAA Conference Round up

NZAAA AGM

Pre Dinner Drinks
Robinson R66 on display at Queen’s Wharf Heliport

NZAAA Awards Dinner
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Programme: Wednesday 6th July (current at time of print, 20th June)

Flight Training AEANZCommercial Air TransportNZHA

Introduction and Welcome
Don McCracken
Chair, AEANZ

Boroscope
P&W

Keynote Address    Hon Kate Wilkinson    MInister of Conservation

Address from HAI President
 Matthew Zuccaro

Chairman’s Address
Lloyd Matheson

Stream

0830

0845

0900

0915

0925

0945

1030 Morning Tea

1230 Lunch

The Funding Gap
Options for addressing

The New National Diploma 
Qualification

ATTTO

1100

1130

1145

1205

Boroscope
P&W

Vision and Leadership 
of Commercial Aviation

Hugh Jones
Managing Director, Airwork NZ

AIRCARE
How do I get accredited? 

John Sinclair
Executive Officer, NZHA

Helicopter Control at Fires
Murray Dudfield

National Rural Fire Authority

1515 Afternoon Tea

Risk Profiling
Kimberley Turner

CEO, Aerosafe Risk Management

1600

1615

1630

PT6A product, training, 
current technical updates 

and statistics, etc. 

GA – A CAA Perspective 
Mark Hughes GM Airlines
& John Lanham GM GA
Civil Aviation Authority

Bell Helicopter Presentation
Peter Crook - Sales Manager 
Rotary Wing Hawker Pacific

Conference Roundup
Matt Zuccaro - President HAI

 
NZHA AGM

1830 Visit the Bell 429 at Queen’s Wharf Heliport

1930 AIA Welcome Social

Welcome by the Chairman
Kevin England

Identifying and prioritising 
key issues facing the Flight 

Training Division 
Kevin England

Welcome
Richard Rayward and 

Errol Burtenshaw

A personal experience of 
the Fit and Proper Person - 

some observations
John Sargison  HeliAg Services

How to get the best 
insurance deal 

Chris Pyle and Arden Jennings

R66 Unveiled
Brett Sanders

General Manager, Heliflite Pacific

Keynote Address
TEC - The key drivers for change

Speaker TBC

Keynote Address    Hon. Nathan Guy    Associate Minister of Transport

Selection procedures - how 
these will work in the new 

environment

Developing and improving 
the Code of Practice

Integration of Rule Part 141

Expectations of the 
Auditing process

1315

1345

1415

1445

PT6A product, training, 
current technical updates 

and statistics, etc.The CAA vs. Air National
a view on the decision of 

the Court of Appeal

Risk Based Auditing
Addressing the issues
Geraint Bermingham

MD, Navigatus Consulting

Self Administration
How it works in Australia

Dr Jonathan Aleck Associate 
Director of Aviation Safety CASA

The Hall of Fame 
(An awesome collection of 
helicopter photos and films 

from 1955 on)
Robert Mills

New CPL’s – Is the training 
up to standard? What do 

employers want? 
Forum - Training Sub-Committee

DOC and AIRCARE™ 
partnership - Managing air 

access to DOC lands - Dave Jane 
& Richard McNamara DOC

Keynote Address    Elizabeth Valentine    CEO, ATTTO

The Future of Flight Training in New Zealand
Ian Calvert - CEO, CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd

Overview of the Office of the Privacy Commissioner, 
what they do and how they operate - Mike Flahive, Assistant 
Commissioner (Investigations) Office of Privacy Commissioner

www.hawkerpacific.com

Visit Hawker Pacific at Stand 5 during Aviation Week
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(current at time of print, 20th June)

Rolls-Royce Model 250
Specialists since 1967

Rolls-Royce Approved AMROC
Honeywell Approved AWARS

Repair & Overhaul of all Model 250 
Engines including Accessories

Exchange Engine / Modules Available

Rental Modules / Accessories Available

Contact: Stuart McIntyre Ph +61 2 8707 0003
Email: stuart.mcintyre@standardaero.com 

StandardAero Australia
www.standardaero.com

Visit Standard Aero Australia at Stand 24 during Aviation WeekVisit Avclean at Stand 34 during Aviation Week

Don’t miss the
Corrosion 
Prevention 

Control Seminar 
at 1:15pm on

Thursday 7th July 

AVCLEAN
Ph: 03 572 8964 or 021 472 533   Email: sales@avclean.co.nz

www.avclean.co.nz

Available from:

Programme: Thursday 7th July
Commercial Air Transport
& Tourist Flight Operators

AEANZNoise Abatement TrainingFlight Training

Airworthiness Directives 
and Managing Risk
CAA & Errol Burtenshaw

CAA/ASPEQ Round table 
Improving the quality of

pilot training

TAIC update on pilot 
training inquiry
John Marshall QC

Chief Commissioner TAIC

Stream

0900

0930

0945

1000

1030 Morning Tea

1230 Lunch

Metservice 
Future Developments

Ray Thorpe
GM, Aviation Services

GST: The problem with 
mixed use
Markhams

1100

1130

1200

ATTTO Update
Dave Evans

Aviation Industry Training Adviser, 
ATTTO

Avionics Privileges
Mark Price
NZ CAA

Maintenance Tracking in 
the Clouds - Aaron Shipman

Aeronet

AIRCARE
Fly Neighbourly

Pilot Selection Model
Symbiotics

Metservice 
Future Developments

Ray Thorpe
GM, Aviation Services

1445 Afternoon Tea

Military use of UAV’s
“Kahu” Unmanned Aerial System 

WO1 Ian Ponse &
FGOFF Kyle Newman

Risk Profiling
Kimberley Turner

CEO, Aerosafe Risk Management

Management of Volcanic 
Ash update

Samantha Sharif
Director Industry Affairs, CANSO

The treatment and 
rehabilitation of
impaired pilots
Dr. David Powell

Commercial Air Transport
& Tourist Flight Operators

AGM’s

1515

1545

1615

1645

1715

Succession Planning
Shona Hobday

FADEC
Russel Goulden

AEANZ AGM

Internship:
The Nest Experience

Peter Turnbull
Chief Pilot, NEST

NASO
Donaleen Shiell

Contract Manager

Closed Session - Operators
Rea Wikaira

AA / AR AGM

Fit and Proper Person Test 
Everything you need to know

Angela Beazer
AMC legal

Flight Training AGM

1930 Aviation Week Dinner

Regulatory Environment
Ministry of Transport

Working with the Civil 
Aviation Act Sections 15-20

Chris Chapman

Fit and Proper Person test 
Everything you need to know

Angela Beazer
AMC Legal

AIRCARE
Fly Neighbourly
Limited to 20 people

Airways
    Ed Sims CEO and Lew Jenkins GM Ops

Commercial UAV Market
RMax

Licensing in Japan and Australia
Chemical Distribution

Mr Sato & Liam Quigley
Sky Division Japan

Yamaha

UAV’s in NZ
Present and future view of 
authorisation of activities

Rex Kenny   CAA

1315

1345

1415

Corrosion Prevention 
Control Programme

Charles Cheeseman
Bion Water Synergetics Pty Ltd

AIRCARE
Fly Neighbourly

Flight Training: 
International Marketing

John Nicholson
CEO Av NZ

Aviation Gateway
Allan Moulai

ATTTO

Identifying and prioritising 
key issues facing the Flight 

Training Division
Revisited

Air Ambulance / Air Rescue

The Standards
Ambulance NZ
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FOLLOWING the recent success of  the 
AIA training week held during March in 
Auckland, the continued focus of  AEANZ 
at this years conference is Professional 
Development.

“It was evident from the interest we 
received from engineers at the composites 
course we ran during training week that 
this was what engineers wanted,” says 
Don McCracken, Chair of  AEANZ. “We 
have taken this on board and this years 
conference programme is all about adding 
value for our members.”

The AEANZ conference begins on 
Wednesday 8th July with a full day on 
the PT6 engine run by Pratt & Whitney 
Canada. The morning session covers 
a technical presentation on the who, 
what, why, where aspects of  borescope 
inspection, followed by a session of  hands 
on. The PT6A afternoon event will include 
a number of  presentations on P&WC 
support to the PT6A product, training, 
current technical updates and statistics, etc.

Thursday covers off  a number of  
other subjects such as avionics privileges, 
succession planning and corrosion 
prevention, to name just a few. Friday 
includes the Safety Advisory Committee 
which all engineers should attend.

AEANZ also has a number of  initiatives 
this year as it introduces regional meetings 
around the country in order to bring the 
engineering community together.

“The AEANZ membership has been 
growing steadily over the last 12 months 
and it is important that we ensure everyone 
is involved in what we are doing,” continues 
Don, “We are looking at creating real value 
add to their membership through various 
opportunities including type training 
courses over the next year.”

The AEANZ website has been updated 
and now has a range of  forums available 
for discussion and also provides a regular 
newsletter. Both of  these are available 
through a simple sign up at www.aeanz.
co.nz at no charge. 

Don concludes, “We recognise that a lot 
of  engineers are members of  AEANZ by 
virtue of  their company being members but 
have little if  any access to what AEANZ is 
doing. By signing up on our website they 
will be kept informed of  everything that we 
are doing. It is free so why wouldn’t you?”. 

Aircraft Engineering Association

Professional 
Development 

is the Key

Visit Asia Pacific Aerospace at Stand 31

We are an Authorised 
Maintenance Centre for 

Rolls Royce 250
series engines.

We have the only OEM 
correlated test cell for 

RR250 and LTS101 series 
engines in Australia or 

New Zealand.

We offer fixed price 
exchange modules and 
components, there is

no bill back.

We are authorised to 
overhaul all models of 

Rolls-Royce 250 engines
from B15 to C47.

We have extensive stock 
of exchange modules in 

Australia and
New Zealand.

Come and talk to our 
representatives at 

Aviation Conference 
Week to see how 
we can help your 

operation.

Contact Maurice Gordon

Phone: 06 350 0011 or 021 845 651
Email: maurice.gordon@apaero.com.au

www.apaero.com.au

Programme: Friday 8th July

0900

0920

0930

1000

1030

1100

1120

0930

1000

1230

1315

1350

1415

1430

1500

1545

1600

1900

Industry Wide Safety Advisory Committee

CAA’s Safety Vision and New Culture, Nigel Gould, Chairman CAA NZ

Report of Safety Advisory Committee, Capt. Ashok Poduval, SAC Chairman

Incident Review Meeting

Runway misalignment for night takeoff, Errol Burtenshaw & Alan Bradbury, Air NZ

Piper Tomahawk accident at Ruahine Ranges, Kevin England, Air Hawkes Bay

Morning Tea

Precautionary Landing - Hydraulics Failure, Jeremy Feasey, Helicopters NZ Ltd

Safety Advisory Committee

Global trends in aviation safety, Bill Voss, President, Flight Safety Foundation

Global trends in helicopter accidents, Matt Zuccaro, President, HAI
 
Link between SMS, Human Factors and CRM, Capt. Glen Eastlake, Virgin Australia

Lunch

Steve Douglas, Director, NZ Civil Aviation Authority

Sir Geoffrey Roberts Memorial Lecture, Air Vice Marshall Peter Stockwell

RWC and Flair, Shaun Mitchell GM FLAIR and Leon Grice RWC (TBC)

Afternoon Tea

“One Industry One Voice”, Address by John Jones, President of the AIA

Group Buying Power, GSB - what it means for you, Matthew Templar

Annual General Meeting of the Aviation Industry Association

AIA Awards Dinner

Visit Aquamax at Stand 15 during Aviation Week Visit OmniSTAR at Stand 22 during Aviation Week

AIA sincerely thanks these sponsors

Sponsors of the AIA Conference

Diamond Sponsors Ruby Sponsor

Bronze Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

List current at 20th June

Silver Sponsors

Sponsors of the NZAAA Conference

Diamond Sponsors

Ruby Sponsor

Bronze Sponsors

Gold Sponsors
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New Risk Management Diplomas Set International Standard 
The Diplomas target senior industry executives, regulatory 

staff  and safety/risk management specialists within both the 
public and private sector. They are designed to be taught through 
a combination of  face-to-face workshops, online tutorials, 
independent study modules and workplace-based projects – 
depending on the Diploma. Each Diploma is completed over a 
22-month period. These qualifications can also be taught in-house 
for organisations looking at implementing organisation-wide risk 
management and governance programmes.

ATTTO Chief  Executive Elizabeth Valentine said the Diplomas 
focus on driving cultural change from the top down; “Lifting risk 
management standards across an industry is so much more than 
sending staff  on a course. It is about upskilling everyone, from the 
Board and Executive who lead and develop a safety oriented culture 
to those who implement it. The three qualifications that we’re 
launching have something for people at all levels.”

The Diplomas are nationally recognised. They are quality assured 
and registered by the New Zealand Qualifications Authority, 
at Level 5 on the New Zealand Qualifications Framework. 
Ms Valentine says this recognition provides assurance that the 
knowledge and skills acquired through the Diplomas are up to a 
national standard.

CAA Director Steve Douglas says he is enthusiastic about the 
initiative; “Through these Diplomas in governance, risk and safety 
management, we will collectively increase our assurance over, and 
the safety performance of, one of  New Zealand’s most valued 
industries.” 

For more information: www.attto.org.nz or www.aerosafe.com.au

THREE new industry endorsed National Diplomas in Aviation are 
set to help embed world-class safety and risk management practices 
across the New Zealand aviation industry.

The National Diploma Series was launched in June by the 
Associate Minister of  Transport, The Hon. Nathan Guy. It has 
been designed to assist aviation organisations to upskill their 
employees and enhance organisational practices in the fields of  
safety management, risk management, and regulatory oversight 
and governance. The three Diplomas have been developed by the 
Aviation, Tourism and Travel Training Organisation (ATTTO) and 
global specialists in risk management and training, Aerosafe Risk 
Management. They are linked to the Aviation Industry Association’s 
professional development programme and are endorsed by the Civil 
Aviation Authority.

Kimberley Turner, Chief  Executive of  Aerosafe, said the 
Diplomas set an international standard for risk and safety 
management training in the aviation sector; “No other country in 
the world has a suite of  courses quite like this, which have been 
developed specifically for the aviation industry. As part of  the 
development process, we carried out a full academic benchmarking 
study that looked at similar qualifications in the UK, US, Europe, 
Australia and Canada. We found that the New Zealand Diplomas 
were the only Diploma level, vocationally-based, industry accredited 
qualifications of  this type on offer in the world. The Regulatory 
Oversight and Governance Diploma in particular is unique within 
this qualification framework in that it gives aviation businesses and 
the Regulator access to common skills, knowledge, methodologies 
and approaches.”

COURSES are available during Conference Week on two important 
subjects for all aviation organisations. Facilitated by Aerosafe Risk 
Management, they run simultaneousely over three days from Sunday 3rd to 
Tuesday 5th July. For more information see www.aia.org.nz or contact Bob 
Feasey on 04 472 2707, email: bob.feasey@aia.org.nz  

Aviation Risk Management
This three day course is designed specifically for aviation organisations. 

The course will present leading concepts in risk management, give 
participants the practical skills and knowledge required and present them a 
model to apply the risk management process within the context of  aviation 
orientated scenarios. All risk areas within the aviation industry including 
safety, reputation, operations, security, engineering and the environment 
will be catered for. The course will enable participants to conduct risk 
assessments and develop a qualitative risk assessment or risk management 
plan on any activity, project, task or function within their field.

.
Safety Management Systems

This three day course is designed to introduce participants to SMS 
background, definition and application. The course will present leading 
concepts in SMS, provide insight into practices from around the globe 
and is designed to give participants the practical skills and knowledge to 
implement or enhance SMS within their organisation. The course will assist 
participants to understand the background and philosophy that underpins 
an SMS, define the elements of  an SMS and provide key tips and traps for 
implementation. There are different ways used by organisations to manage 
their safety risks, but one of  the most common is through the establishment 
of  a good safety system.  

Risk Management & SMS Courses

AFTER THE SUCCESS of  last years 
Symposium at Palmerston North, the 
Education and Research division of  the 
AIA is organising the third Aviation 
Education and Research Symposium in 
association with Massey University School 
of  Aviation which will be held on 5-6 July, 
2011 at Wellington in conjunction with 
Aviation Industry Conference Week.

14 papers are to be presented, covering 
a broad range of  topics bridging theory 
and practice on contemporary issues in 
aviation. The papers will be included in 
the symposium publication. To register to 
attend the Symposium, visit www.aia.org.nz

Education and Research
Symposium Agenda
Tuesday 5 July 2011

1330-1400 
KEYNOTE ADDRESS   
Principles of Fatigue Risk Management in 
the Proposed ICAO Framework - Dr. Philippa 
GANDER, Director, Massey University Sleep / 
Wake Centre.

Contemporary Issues in Aviation Education and Research
Aviation Training Session

1400-1435   PC Based Aviation Training 
Devices – R&D - Mr Savern REWETI
1435-1505   Evidence Based Recurrent 
Training for Airline Pilots - 
Associate Professor Patrick MURRAY

1505-1530   T-Visual Approach Slope Indicator 
System (T-VASIS) versus Precision Approach 
Path Indicator (PAPI) – the debate revisited - 
Mr Raymond LEWIS

1600-1630   Research into the implementation 
of the proposed New Zealand Civil Aviation 
Rule Part 115 – Adventure Aviation - 
Mr David MARRIOTT

Wednesday 6 July 2011

0900-0930 KEYNOTE ADDRESS   
Sleep and Performance during Ultra-Long-
Range Flights - Dr Leigh SIGNAL, Associate 
Director and Senior Research Fellow, Massey 
University Sleep / Wake Centre

Aviation Psychology Session

0930-1000   Sleep Pattern Disruption of Flight 
Attendants Operating on the Asia-Pacific Route
- Mr Bo LIN, Mr Yifan QIU and
Dr Jose PEREZGONZALEZ

1000-1030   Two Pilots may be safer than one: 
The effect of group discussion on perceived 
invulnerability - Dr Andrew GILBEY & Mr Seung 
Yong (Paul) LEE

1100-1125   A convenient regression formula for 
predicting Skytrax’s Official World Airport Star 
ratings - Dr Jose PEREZGONZALEZ & 
Dr Andrew GILBEY

1125-1150   Predicting Skytrax’s Official World 
Airline Star ratings from customer reviews -
Dr Jose PEREZGONZALEZ & Dr Andrew 
GILBEY

Commercial Aspects of Aviation Session

1150-1230   Canada / UAE Aeropolitical 
Relations – Implications for New Zealand
- Associate Professor David DUVAL

1330-1405   Forecasting Airport Passenger 
Throughput : The case of Hong Kong 
International Airport - TSUI Wai Hong Kan 

1405-1430   The net profitability of airline 
alliances using referential dollars -
Dr Jose PEREZGONZALEZ  & Mr Bo LIN 

1430-1450   Comparing the net profitability of 
airline alliances against that of airlines not in an 
alliance -
Dr Jose PEREZGONZALEZ  & Mr Bo LIN

Visit NMIT at Stand 17 during the AIA ConferenceVisit ATTTO at Stand 19 during Aviation WeekVisit Aeromarsters at Stands 8-10 during Aviation Week

24/7 operation with no call out fees. We are serious about our service.
SERVICING AUSTRALIA , NEW ZEALAND AND THE REST OF THE WORLD.

T  +64 9 636 6840           F  +64 9 636 6778           M  +64 21 298 5750
E:  tony.marsters@aeromarsters.co.nz       www.aeromarsters.co.nz

Aeromarsters is thrilled to support:
	l  IMS
	l  Helitowcart
	l  Airpower
	l  Apollo/Airwolf
	l  AFS Donaldson
	l  Redbox
	l  Canwest 
	l  Aerodesign Canada
	l  Simplex Manufacturing USA

Visit our stand during Aviation 
Conference Week to find out more.



44 KiwiFlyer Issue 17                      June / July 2011                      www.kiwiflyer.co.nz Register now to attend the Aviation Industry Conference Week at Wellington in July.             www.aia.org.nz 45

Aviation Industry Conference Week Guide

New Zealand Helicopter Association 

AIRCARE in Action
THIS HAS BEEN another positive year 
for NZHA as it has addressed issues raised 
by members. Underpinning this has been 
valued sponsorship of  NZHA by Boston 
Marks, Aviation Cooperating Underwriters 
Pacific and Avsure. Attendees at this year’s 
conference will hear that NZHA now has 
another sponsor to support our work.

The appointment of  John Sinclair to 
the NZHA Executive Officer role was an 
outcome of  workshops around the country 
when members went through a SWOT 
analysis of  helicopter operations. Not only 
were the now well known threats identified, 
members were asked who they wanted to 
address the various issues. 

The biggest threat was losing access 
and privileges because of  the noise we 
make. This has been addressed in part by 
developing the Noise Abatement Code 
of  Practice which involved significant 
consultation. This is our industry’s first 
code of  practice that has been developed 
in partnership with a regulator – in this 
case the Department of  Conservation. 
Essentially they had a problem and we took 
them the solution. But the code was only 
part of  the solution and there was a need 
to have it sitting in a robust management 
system. Coincidentally, NZAAA was 
looking to rebrand NZAAA Accreditation 
and so the AIRCARE™ Environmental 
Management System was born. The 
development of  AIRCARE™ has taken up 
a great deal of  energy over the last seven 
months and it is now operational following 
the launch at Parliament on 10th May 
2011. The fact that DOC has mandated 
AIRCARE™ accreditation as a condition 
for access to the land they administer 
means that we have a win, win situation. 
We operate to best practice in respect 
of  noise and DOC not only gets better 
noise protection for its visitors, but we get 
guaranteed access.

After much deliberation an SMS Manual 
was chosen to sit atop the AIRCARE™ 
Program because it was felt that with CAA 
soon to mandate SMS for GA Operators 
we would be bringing members real value if  
we introduced them to the major elements 
of  SMS beforehand. The SMS elements 
that AIRCARE™ has adopted are QA and 
Risk Management. In many cases operators 
will be using these systems already and for 
those who are not, this now permits a more 
graduated integration into SMS than would 
have otherwise been the case.

In addition to the AIRCARE™ work, 
SOP’s for Frost Fighting and cellphone 
use have been developed and circulated to 
members and at its May meeting NZHA 
Executive agreed that an AIRCARE™ 
Code of  Practice for Fire Fighting would 
be developed. The fire fighting code 
will again be developed in a partnership 
- this time with the National Rural Fire 
Authority (NRFA). And why would this 
code need to be developed? Problems 
with both safety and performance have 
been identified by our industry and by 
NRFA. The code is intended to bring a set 
of  national operating protocols together 
that will bring substantial safety benefits 
to us and performance benefits to NRFA. 
NRFA is looking for better bang for its 
buck so changes have to be made – that is 
not optional. But by developing this code 
in partnership, benefits to members are 
guaranteed.

The NZHA conference this year starts 
on Tuesday 5th July in conjunction with 
the NZAAA and is all about “AIRCARE 
in Action”. This is going to cover off  a lot 
of  the nuts and bolts associated with the 
AIRCARE programme and is a must for all 
helicopter operators. We are also privileged 
to have Matt Zuccaro, President of  
Helicopter Association International (HAI) 
as the keynote speaker. We will be running 
a Noise Abatement Training Course on 
7th July. It is a requirement for all pilots 
to attend a training session as part of  the 
AIRCARE accreditation programme. 
Numbers are limited to 20 so if  you haven’t 
registered yet you need to now. 

Don’t miss out on this years conference 
as what we are discussing has a direct 
impact on how you do business in the 
future.

Products and Services

Aerial  
Applicators      
We CAN help !

Testimonial:

Lower water volumes 
and great results 
with insecticides on 
brassicas
In 2010 I used Du-Wett®, a superspreader 
adjuvant with my insecticide aerial 
spraying of forage brassica crops in North 
Canterbury.  This was my first season 
using Du-Wett and I was very happy with 
how it all went.

With Du-Wett doing the spreading work it 
meant I could reduce my water rate down 
to100 litres per hectare and still get good 
coverage on hard to wet dense crops. This 
worked well with the insecticides Karate®, 
Attack® and Lorsban® that I was spraying 
in a high pest pressure season as it was 
last year. I was not required to repeat any 
spray jobs last year due to the pest control 
not being adequate.

The low rate of Du-Wett (being 150 mls 
per hectare) made it cost effective for 
farmers and with it they get a better spread 
coverage and deposition as a result. The 
improvement in deposition comes from the 
inclusion of Du-Wett in the spray droplet 
reducing its surface tension so there is less 
bounce off or shatter as it hits the waxy 
leaf surface. With this I could see from in 
the air above, the spray run I had just done 
clearly glistening on the crop leaves. 

Once the droplets have landed on the 
crop, the spread or creep factor of Du-Wett 
starts working so that within seconds the 
leaf surfaces are covered in a film of spray.

Yes for me this is a “gimme” for forage 
brassica aerial spraying insecticide work.

Dougal Monk    
Rural Helicopters, Hurunui, North Canterbury
Du-Wett® is a regd TM of Elliott Chemicals Ltd, NZ
Karate® is a regd TM of Syngenta Group Company
Attack® is a regd TM of Nufarm USA
Lorsban® is a regd TM of DowAgrosciences (NZ) Ltd

1. Drift Control

3. Foam Control

2. Spread and Coverage

Phone: David Lingan on 0800 100 325 or 021 804 450

www.etec.co.nz

Droplet of water (above)
and droplet of water with Du-Wett

Du-Wett applied on a crop 
of carrots in ohakune at 50L/ha

Contact: Brett Sanders
Bus: 9 299 9442
Fax: 9 299 9458
Mobile: 021 748 984
Address: 168 Kittyhawk Lane,
Ardmore Airport, Auckland

ROBINSON R66 TURBINE 
AVAILABLE NOW 
FOR DEMONSTRATION

NEW, OVERHAULED, AND
PRE-OWNED R44S & R22S
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

NEW AND PRE-OWNED 
AGUSTAS AVAILABLE 

Our services enhance and protect your asset

Specialist Aircraft Cleaning and Valet Services  
Leather Care  -  Anti Corrosion Treatment   

Fixed and Rotary Wing - All sizes big or small 

Contact Chris 021 262 2272   www.adnz.co.nz
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KiwiFlyer Events

July 3rd - 8th 
Aviation Industry Conference Week
At the Amora Hotel, Wellington. See the 
guide in this issue of  KiwiFlyer.

July 9th - 10th   AOPA Winter Fly-in
At Omarama. visit: www.aopa.co.nz

August 5th - 6th 
Gore Aero Club 50th Anniversary
Celebration meal evening of  the 5th. 
Contact John Ibbotson. 027 632 5856 or 
email: he@clear.net.nz

KiwiFlyer Event GuideContributed by Pauline Hickey

The Night Glow at Waikato University attracted a crowd of 80,000 (BOW picture).

Balloons Over Waikato 2011
Following up from her article on Balloons Over 
Wairarapa in our last issue of  KiwiFlyer, Pauline 
Hickey wrote this report on the other annual BOW 
event, Balloons Over Waikato which was held at 
the start of  April.

THE SECOND of  the 
three regular North Island 
balloon events, this year’s 
Waikato Balloon Fiesta was 
held a week later than in 
2010, with high hopes of  
good flying weather and an 
abstinence of  traditional 
Waikato fog.

Pilot and crew 
registrations opened 
on Tuesday afternoon 
followed by a Master 
Briefing at 6pm. This 
was held in a large 
conference room due 
to the number of  pilots 
and crew attending (30 
balloons brings about 170 
people together), plus 
the Trustees, Hamilton 
Airways Manager, the 
Rockgas Manager, the 
Flight Director and the 
Fiesta Manager. This 
meeting covers general 
event information such as 
scheduled flight briefing 
times, refuel times, flight 
map updates and safety issues. Crew Chief ’s 
have their own additional briefing with the 
Flight Director. Once the formalities are 
over, it was time to meet and chat with the 
sponsors and other balloonists.

Wednesday morning began with the 
Mass Ascension which doubles as the 
sponsors and media morning, and a Hare & 
Hound task for the pilots. Our team hosted 

sponsor Kingsgate Hotel and two of  the 
Kingsgate staff  rode with us for their first 
balloon ride (after hotel management chose 
to put all their staff  names into a draw). 
We followed the Aoraki Balloon Hare and 
flew to half  a paddock from it (there was 

no cross laid out), but as we were not inside 
the paddock boundary there was no point 
in throwing the ‘baggie’ as we would just 
have to go back later and find it or receive 
demerit points.  

Wednesday’s afternoon flight was 
cancelled due to wind, the event being 
replaced by Crew Olympics. These hilarious 
tasks were enjoyed by all.

Thursday morning’s briefing was 
earlier than usual to allow for the Dawn 
Patrol balloons to launch before dawn. 
An early morning breakfast for families is 
advertised as free to the first 2,000 people, 
and although it is always over subscribed I 

haven’t seen or heard of  
anyone turned away in all 
the years the breakfast has 
been running.  

The morning task 
for the main fleet was 
to land as close to ‘The 
Base’ shopping centre as 
possible. A number of  
us chose the lower wind 
which has direction onto 
The Base, while others 
looked for a high wind and 
went off  out to the east 
of  the city at a reasonable 
pace. Our lower southerly 
wind died out to a breeze 
and then not even much 
of  that. There was nothing 
higher up and we were 
now tracking for the target 
and a large SZ (Sensitive 
Zone), the Te Rapa 
Racecourse. (Balloons 
are required to fly over 
Sensitive Zones at 1000’ 
AGL and preferably 1500’). 
With the racecourse in the 
flight path, those following 

this route elected to land. I headed for a 
small park on top of  a hill near my home. 
Goldilocks and Sno-bird also came in to 
join me there and the Clown landed down 
in Minogue Park central. 

Thursday afternoon as usual was the 
schools visit, for which we drew Aberdeen 
Primary School along with our partner 
balloon Gail Dryland and Phoenix. It was a 

very windy afternoon and inflating balloons 
to fly out was not an option. Instead we 
had a question and answer session in the 
school hall and turned on the fan for the 
children to walk in front of  and look in the 
basket after Gail made an attempt to inflate.

Friday morning’s task was a Judge 
declared goal – the shortest distance in 30 

minutes. (The balloon that lands closest to 
it’s launch spot after 30 minutes continued 
flying wins). Three balloons were within 
500 metres which was a great result. This 
usually means flying a box or in our case, 
just hanging around going nowhere and 
then landing on an edge of  the lake. Andrée 
displayed excellent control landing as soon 
as possible after the 30 minutes were up, 
putting us down on the edge of  the Lake 
to claim 3rd place at the task, a truly great 
effort from a 30 hour pilot.

Friday evening saw the burner parade 
down the main street. This year’s theme 
was Flying Colours which gave a lot of  
scope for decorating baskets, burners and 
trailers. 

Saturday morning was for the Cash 
Grab. This requires grabbing the key from 
the top of  a pole and holding on to it to 
claim the cash on offer. This cash can range 
from $1,000 to $5,000 but it is fairly safe, 
as it is no easy task to fly within the rules 

and grab the key off  the pole - much as we 
would all love to do it and the organisers 
would love to see it go. Several managed to 
get near to the cordoned off  area but that 
was as good as it got.

On Saturday evening the Night Glow 
was held at Waikato University. This year 
the Glow Director required us to be a 
basket only which meant we were at the 
front and don’t have an envelope up. This 
allows the spectators to see how high the 
flame actually reaches, and the change in 
colour from using the whisper (for glowing 
and quiet flying) to the main burner. The 
basket burners really light up the field and 
also provide an opportunity to see the 
extent of  the crowd (estimated at 80,000).

Sunday morning’s flight was to provide 
another opportunity to fly across Innes 
Common in front of  the crowd to a target, 
but for most pilots, this flight was lost to 
the arrival of  fog. A few gave tethered rides 
for a donation to the event charity, St John’s 
Ambulance. And then it was time to say 
farewells to visiting pilots, help them pack 
up and also head for home ourselves. 

We look forward to seeing you at next 
year’s event. In the meantime, if  you would 
like to join a balloon team and/or learn to 
fly, contact the secretary@baanz.org.nz

A group photo of women pilots at Balloons Over Waikato. (Pauline at centre). Rainbow competing in the shortest distance flown 
in 30 minutes competition at Hamilton Lake.
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80 Years without an engine
ON THE 31st of  April Auckland Gliding Club, New Zealand’s 
largest gliding club turned eighty. The club is probably the second 
oldest in the country and its history mirrors the history of  gliding in 
this country.

The Auckland Gliding Club was born under multiple parents 
in the late 1920’s and early 1930’s, a kind of  a surrogate birth; first 
under the banner of  the Auckland Model Aircraft Club, through 
to its incorporation as a separate 
entity under its present name on 16th 
July 1936. This was a common way 
that gliding clubs were established as 
the skills needed for model building 
dovetailed with the building of  the 
early models of  gliders. Clubs often 
came into being long before they had a 
flight-worthy aircraft. 

The usual method for any gliding 
club to start was to obtain blueprints 
or plans from Germany, England 
or the United States, then set about 
building a primary glider. Popular was 
the SG 38 Zogling primary glider from 
Germany, the favoured design used by 
pilot schools to train students between 
the two World Wars, at a time when 
the country was forbidden to operate 
military aircraft.

In 1928, Fred Macdonald, the 
Club Captain of  the Auckland model 
aircraft club oversaw the effort to 
build a locally designed primary glider 
(called ‘Felix’), which was flown in the 
Hobsonville area of  NW Auckland in 
1929.  If, as in this case, a design did 
not prove to be suitable for one reason 
or another or a mishap occurred, then 
modifications would be implemented, 
sometimes even combining two 
designs. This created aircraft such 
as the ‘Zawk’, a combination of  the 
Zogling and Hawk primary gliders.  
This policy became unacceptable to the aviation regulatory bodies 
after WWII, when only certified gliders from manufacturers who 
could prove their airworthiness were approved for flying in NZ. 

Flights were measured on a stopwatch, in seconds and gliders 
first flew from various hill sites suitable for slope flying around the 
country. The Auckland club flew from Parnell, Mangere Mountain 
(1931),  Orakei (1935), Alfriston (1937), Mangere aerodrome (1940),  
Clevedon (1949), Ardmore Airport (1952) and finally from the 
club’s present site on Appleby Road, Drury in 1981.  

Late in 1937, George Bolt, one of  the original NZ aviation 
pioneers, travelled to the US and brought back a Waco glider, in 
which Auckland Gliding club member Henry Lamond  achieved a 
remarkable 25 minutes 25 seconds of  flight, a NZ duration record 
at the time. The Waco was a streamlined model offering some 
protection to the pilot and clearly better performance. 

The Second World War not only had a profound effect upon all 
civil aerial activity in New Zealand, but also enabled the training 

Contributed by Jill McCaw with assistance from AGC historian Russell Thorne

of  many pilots who would later benefit the gliding clubs; while 
those who served on the ground offered a greater engineering 
background. The Tiger Moths constructed at Rongotai, upon which 
NZ pilots gained their wings, were later pressed into service as 
towplanes following the cessation of  the conflict, with aero clubs 
and gliding clubs working together to provide gliding experience in 
the CAA approved Slingsby T31 two seat trainers.

In the ‘50s pilots like Dick 
Georgeson and members of  the Wills 
family started exploring the properties 
of  the standing wave formations in 
the Mackenzie Basin. Flying in wood 
and fabric gliders with enclosed 
cockpits and using oxygen systems it 
was discovered that the rising air in the 
wave extended far above 30,000 feet 
and could be followed for hundreds 
of  kilometres along the Southern 
Alps. Time in the air was limited to 
how long a pilot could stay awake and 
the International Gliding Commission 
removed the duration class from their 
records after several deaths in the US.

The North Island proved that it 
could provide wave flights too and in 
December 1957 Auckland’s Gordon 
Hookings flew a  remarkable series 
of  flights in his Skylark III ZK GAY 
in the Wairarapa wave, all the way 
north to Lake Tutira in Hawkes Bay, 
culminating in the first 530km flight 
recorded in the whole of  the British  
Commonwealth. On 16th December 
1960 Dick Georgeson flew to 10,484 
m (34,396 ft) in his wooden Skylark 
3F glider registration ZK-GCF. New 
Zealand was a world leader in gliding 
world records for many years.

Learning to fly gliders became 
easier. The ‘60s saw the open cockpit 
T31’s give way to the fully enclosed 

cockpits of  the Ka7, Rhonadlers, and Ka 13s and the indestructible 
aluminium Blanik manufactured in Poland. Blaniks are currently 
grounded world wide as issues with metal fatigue and inspection of  
critical components is addressed, but most of  them are over thirty 
years old and in most cases, have given thousands of  trouble free 
training hours.

The ‘60s also saw the appearance of  fibreglass gliders, although 
it took a few years for them to appear in New Zealand. The 
German company Glasflügal’s Libelle was a popular choice for New 
Zealand pilots and many of  the Libelles brought into NZ in the 
‘70s are still active around the country. The popular fibreglass two 
seater trainer the Twin Astir also started to appear in New Zealand 
clubs in the mid ‘70s. 

Fibreglass gliders meant a whole new skill set was required for 
glider repair and specialist workshops developed. You couldn’t build 
one of  these gliders in your garage. These gliders however had the 
benefit of  consistent wing profiles and flight envelopes. They were 

made in moulds and successful gliders 
could easily be reproduced. They had the 
reputation of  being “slippery” and fast and 
New Zealand embraced them.

In 1972 Dick Georgeson achieved 
a 1000 km flight in the wave over the 
Southern Alps, only the 7th such flight in 
the world. In 1990 Ray Lynskey was the 
first person in the world to achieve a flight 
of  2000 kms. He flew from Woodbourne 
Airport to Lumsden in Southland, then 
to Wairoa in Hawke’s Bay and back 
to Blenheim with a double crossing 
of  Cook Strait. His Nimbus 2B glider 
covered 2026km in 15 hours that day, at 
an average speed of  135kmh at heights 
of  up to 28,500ft. Any increase in world 
record distance flights were thought to be 
impossible in NZ, the country was just not 
big enough. In spite of  that in December 
2009 Terry Delore with co-pilot John 
Kokshoorn set a world record of  2499.2 
km around a course with 3 turnpoints that 
took them across Cook Strait twice in a 
flight of  over 14 hours. Their average speed 
on course was 227 kph.

The Mackenzie country wave is so 
phenomenal that Steve Fossett and ex Nasa 
pilot Einar Envoldson brought the high 
altitude Perlan Project to New Zealand in 
the early 2000s. They were hoping to jump 
from the wave system into a similar even 
higher system created by the polar vortex 
in an attempt to fly into the stratosphere. 
While they were unsuccessful it certainly 
helped put the area and their base at 
Omarama on the world gliding map.

A lot has happened in 80 years. Gliding 
has gone from flights measured in seconds 
to reaching to the furthest edges of  the 
sky. If  you’d like to try gliding for yourself  
check out the GNZ website for clubs near 
you. To subscribe to SoaringNZ, for loads 
of  interesting gliding stories email Jill 
McCaw: soaringnz@mccawmedia.co.nz

Auckland Gliding Club prepares for its first day of post-war 
operations with a T31b outside Ardmore hangar: 5th July 1952

From front: DH 82a ZK AIA, EoN Baby ZK GAF, Slingsby T31b ZK 
GAD, Schriebe Bergfalke ZK GAQ and EoN Olympia 2b ZK GAA

Gordon Hookings test flying Ka6BR ZK GBF at Hastings, Feb ‘57. 

How much is your life/wife worth?

BRS Whole Aircraft Parachute distribution and service is now available in New Zealand from Leading 
Edge Aviation Ltd.  We are the only factory authorised repacking centre in the Southern Hemisphere.

Phone Bryn Lockie on 021 681 900             Email: bryn@lockie.co.nz             www.brsaustralia.com

Service on call for all: 
Avionics and Instruments Installation,          • 

Inspections, Upgrade, Repair.
Autopilot systems repair.• 
Work on site at your aircraft anywhere in NZ.• 

Call Liviu Filimon: 021 048 7055
Ph/Fax:  09 268 1199

Ardmore Airfield:  09 296 2354

www.liviuavionics.com
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Join the NZ Autogyro Association    -    www.autogyro.org.nz

Magni
Gyro

Safety
by

Design

www.magnigyro.co.nz

Autogyro Mountain Flying Contributed by Lloyd Heslop

Living in Nelson, autogyro enthusiast and Instructor Lloyd Heslop has ready 
access to some great mountain flying terrain at the top of  the South Island. He 
has accumulated many mountain hours and quite a portfolio of  spectacular 
photographs. With winter upon us and the prospect of  some crisp, clear, sunny 
days to come, we asked Lloyd to contribute an article on gyro mountaineering.

AUTOGYRO flying in mountainous terrain is an exhilarating 
experience however it should not be attempted without prior 
training and introduction experience. Most gyros are relatively 
marginal flying machines without large reserves of  power to extract 
them from unanticipated weather 
events. In New Zealand, flight 
in any mountainous territory 
has limited opportunities for 
emergency landing so always 
maintaining altitude over terrain 
and flying valleys on the lift side, 
plus having an escape route is 
essential. I have experienced severe 
turbulence even on the calmest 
of  days in the North West Ranges 
of  Nelson from nowhere - it may 
be only one event in a perfectly 
calm flight of  two hours or more. 
Crossing passes is an obvious area 
of  caution, often encountering lift 
or sink even though approaching 
at an angle and ensuring an escape 
route is available. Recently on a trip to Canterbury, we had three 
attempts to cross Island Pass at 5,500 ft encountering sink just 
before the pass necessitating stooging around looking for lift and 
circling several times to gain sufficient altitude.

Always dress for cold temperatures as conditions can change 
quickly, especially in open cockpit machines. Be aware of  
carburettor ice especially in automotive engined aircraft with no 
carb heat systems. My early experiences at an elevated air field of  
2,000 ft brought carb ice on a regular basis, along with brain fade 
due to the extreme cold even though I was dressed for the occasion.  

In the Southern Alps, many valleys make great flying, however I 
have encountered many that rise at a greater rate than my Raf2000 
gyro with 2 POB - necessitating time on the warm side of  the valley 
looking for a thermal to gain height. Also, quite often air flow will 
be up the valley reducing performance, where turning down the 
valley to gain height before continuing becomes a regular event. 

Brako Gyros - Micro Avionics and Gyro Training now available

Temperature in valleys in the summer time considerably reduces 
performance on any rotary winged aircraft. I note an increase of  20 
rotor RPM at 5,000 ft indicating a reduction in performance of  the 
blades at altitude (gyro rotor RPM is self  governing).

Our own aircraft is transponder and radio equipped but these 
are of  little use in valleys of  mountainous terrain. When venturing 
into the mountains, always take your 406 locator beacon and 
arrange for someone to flight follow. The advent of  devices such 
as spidertracks or findmespot opens new doors in flight safety and 
we should all be taking advantage of  this technology. You should 

also be prepared to have to land 
in the mountains somewhere and 
survive until help arrives. Most 
pilot shops offer survival kits and 
dried food can be obtained in small 
lightweight packages easily carried 
somewhere aboard the aircraft.  

Another trap to be wary of  is 
that every valley, tussock, hill, etc. 
can look exactly the same at lower 
altitude, so make sure you plan 
your trip to avoid getting lost. I had 
a confusing experience flying down 
the North Island from TeKowhai 
through Taumarunui to Palmerston 
North - ending up following 
transmission lines until positively 
identifying our position. Every hill 

looks the same when you are miles inland over unfamiliar territory. 
Winter mountain flying in our region provides some of  the best 

conditions; however, whilst the coastal valleys are clear, fog can be 
a problem on inland valleys, though it normally clears by lunchtime. 
That said, fog is something else to be wary of  and not to make 
assumptions about.

The secrets are: Choose the day carefully; Get local knowledge 
on expected weather conditions; Wear appropriate clothing; Plan 
your route; Advise others of  your plans; Ensure sufficient fuel and 
reserve; Be prepared for emergencies; Consider your options at 
every turn.

Most of  all, be safe and have fun.    Regards, Lloyd Heslop 

A tragic loss. The NZ 
gyro community lost a 
friend, enthusiast, and 
ambassador for the sport in 
a tragic accident that claimed 
the life of  Grant Simpson at 
Kaitaia in May. Grant inspired 
a good many people to take up 
gyro flying and if  he wasn’t in 
the air at a gyro event, he could 
most likely be found lending a hand to 
someone on the ground. His mechanical intuition and 
abilities were always in demand and Grant would not think twice 
about working through the night to help a friend get a job done 
so that more aviation could be pursued the following day. He 
will be greatly missed by the gyro family that he was a very big 
part of.       Thanks Grant, for some great times shared together.

The view through Lloyd’s window on a mountain trip near Karamea.
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Kiwi Scale Modellers Excel at 
International Top Gun Competition

GWYN Avenell and Brian Borland, 
both well known scale modellers in New 
Zealand, successfully competed at the 
prestigious Top Gun invitational event 
held recently in Florida. No strangers to 
the international modelling scene, in recent 
years they have also enjoyed competing at 
world championships 
in Switzerland and 
Sweden. 

An annual event 
since 1989, Top Gun 
was the first invitation 
only scale contest to 
showcase authentic 
scale models both in 
flying characteristics 
and for build detail. 
In recent years, this 
competition has 
grown in popularity 
with over 100 
contestants and more 
than 10,000 spectators 
during the 5 days of  
competition.

This year there 
were 115 entries 
overall, making 
this among the 
biggest scale competition of  its type in 
the world. It is a truly international event, 
with pilots from South America, Europe, 
Asia, Australia and New Zealand, as well 
as a large number of  flyers from all over 
America.

There are three different competition 
classes – Masters, Expert and Team. Gwyn 
and Brian competed in the Masters Class 
which had 13 competitors. A Masters 
competitor is required to have completed a 
large percentage of  the design and build of  
their aircraft as well as to be the pilot in the 
competition itself.

Overall, Brian, with his Miles M2 Hawk 
Major, came in at 5th place followed closely 
behind by Gwyn in 6th position. Gwyn’s 
aircraft, a Douglas SBD-5 (‘Slow But 
Deadly’) Dauntless, was judged the best 
in the static category of  the class. It was a 
great achievement for the boys from Down 
Under, especially considering that both 
Brian and Gwyn’s models are not brand 
new and have been flown on a regular basis 
in local and national scale events. 

Gwyn’s Dauntless was completed in 
2004. He started it in 1999, making it a long 

term project of  patience and dedication 
that consumed a large amount of  his 
free time over a five year period. Gwyn 
spent many hours researching the aircraft, 
pouring over photos and plans from which 
he was able to scale details down to the 
required model size. 

Gwyn’s model is a faithful replica of  
the SBD-5 Dauntless which was flown by 
No.25 Squadron of  the RNZAF in active 
service from Bougainville between 1943 
and 1944. A lot of  time and effort was 
taken in perfecting the tiniest of  details 
which included making sure the colour is 
authentic, the pilot and gunner’s uniforms 
are accurate and even to checking the 
position of  individual rivets in the fuselage.

As he regularly takes aircraft overseas 
for competitions, Gwyn designed the 
Dauntless so it could be broken down for 
transporting easily and safely. The wings 
are split into two sections and the whole 
aircraft packs into several boxes which can 
be checked in as luggage when travelling 
by air. 

Getting to the event involved a flight 
to Los Angeles where they were able to 
get their planes ferried on to Florida via a 
fellow competitor. According to Gwyn, the 
model flying fraternity are a great bunch 
of  people who are always willing to help 
out fellow flyers when it comes to logistics, 
accommodation or any required assistance.

Being their first time at Top Gun, Gwyn 

Contributed by Janice Angus

found it a different type of  competition to 
the World Champs. “It was very intensive 
with up to 4 flight lines operating at the 
same time so you had to be very much on 
the ball with your flying”.

The static format 
of  the competition 
was more stringent 
than at other events 
they had competed 
at. The emphasis was 
on judging that the 
aircraft appearance 
is as authentic as 
possible. Paint on 
the warbirds had to 
be suitably worn and 
showing battle scars 
- a pristine, shiny 
paint finish is just not 
realistic enough.

The event was very 
social with everybody 
having a great time. 
This was the first 
major event of  the 
American model 
flying season so it 

was a great opportunity for competitors to 
catch up after winter. In fact, Gwyn said he 
enjoyed it so much he is already planning 
for attending again next year!

Of  course, travelling half  way around 
the world with a model aircraft is not 
possible without a dedicated support team.  
Gwyn and Brian were accompanied by 
Christina Avenell and John Butler. I expect 
they will both be volunteering to go again 
in 2012.

Clockwise from left: 1: Gwyn with his Douglas SBD-5 Dauntless on the flight line at Top Gun.  
2: Showing lifelike detail on Gunner in the Dauntless.  3: Dauntless in flight. 

ATTENTION
Do you need:

            to build multi IFR hours?
            to renew your Instrument Rating?
            a GPS rating?

Our IFR aircraft have Aspen EFIS 
and Garmin GPS. They can be 

configured for either traditional or 
technically enhanced panels.

Twin Comanche:  $430/hr S,  $460/hr D
Archer III:  $268/hr S,  $298/hr D

GST inclusive, plus Airways fees.
Prices subject to change. 

P: 07 8435655   E: info@flywaikato.co.nz

www.flywaikato.co.nz
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Jeff Van West of Aviation Consumer wrote “New Zulu is in our opinion, the most comfortable over the ear headset ever worn.”

Available from
Phil Jones, 

NZ’s Lightspeed
Dealer since 1997 
Ph: 0800 116 741

specialfx.co.nz

SIERRA

The Best mid priced ANR headset
Light and Comfortable

Superb Stereo Sound
Bluetooth Compatible

Cellphone Interface

Top of the Range ANR 
New Speaker Design

Microport Vent Technology
Light and Comfortable

Unparallelled Voice Clarity
Superb Stereo Sound

Bluetooth & Cellphone

ZULU
New Generation
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KiwiFlyer Training Services Training Services

Ph/Fax: 09 298 1899
or 0508 CHOPPER

E: info@chopper.co.nz

www.chopper.co.nz

CHARTER  .  SCENICS  .  BANNERS  .  H300  .  R44  .  B206
Personalised FLIGHT TRAINING   .  THEORY  .  RATINGS

www.mountainflyingnewzealand.com

Teaching outstanding skills taught to us 
by the pioneers of mountain flying.  

Please enquire about a tailor made programme to suit your requirements.

ADVANCED FLIGHT TRAINING 

All training and test flights are conducted from our Nelson base in 
our 2010 Piper Seminole with full electronic ‘glass cockpit’ flight displays

Information and bookings: Phone 021 338 301
or email: info@goldenwings.co.nz

Golden Wings Ltd, PO Box 1737, Nelson 7040

www.goldenwings.co.nz

P	Instrument Rating & Renewal
P	GPS Rating & Renewal
P	Multi Engine Rating & Renewal
P	In-house Flight Testing

David: 027 419 5457    E: dgiles@orcon.net.nz
www.middleearthflyingschool.co.nz

Train at Matamata with 
Middle Earth Flying School

Personalised PPL, CPL 
and MEIR Training

No wasted taxi or holding time

Controlled airspace moments away

Focused and cost efficient

New Tecnam Twin on the way

Owned and run by airline pilots who 
are focused on your career

REDBIRD 
Full Motion
FLIGHT SIMULATION

Now available at Ardmore and approved for 
use in training pilots under Part 61 and 
Part 141 for the following purposes:

l  Accumulating instrument ground time for 
       Licence or Rating issue.
l  Maintaining instrument rating currency.
l  Maintaining instrument approach currency.
l  Completion of an instrument rating annual 
       competency demonstration.
l  Completion of the demonstration required 
       for an additional make and model of GNSS 
       navigation aid.

For more information contact Mike Foster
Phone: 09 296 1839 or 021 321 417

Email: michaelffoster@msn.com

Available for hire to Pilots and Flight 
Training Organisations. 
Panels for C172/G1000 or standard, Beech 
Baron with G430, G530 and auto-pilot.

www.waypoints.co.nz
Contact: Mark Woodhouse

waypoints@clear.net.nz

See our website for full information

Professional Aviation 
Ground Study Courses and 

Study Support Material

Enquiries and Enrolments being taken 
for the following upcoming courses:

ATPL Series  
7 Subjects, 20 June - 10 August

Check website for details

Basic Turbine Knowledge
10-11 August

Study Support Material is available for:

Basic Turbine Knowledge
ATPL Air Law

ATPL Instruments and Nav Aids

Helicopter training in the mountains within a commercial operation
P: 07 384 2816      E: helisika@xtra.co.nz       www.helisika.co.nz

More safety.  More utility.  More fun !

FLIGHT   TRAINING
Guimbal Cabri G2  l  R22  l  R44  

Pacific	Helicopter	Training	introduces	
revolutionary safety standards with the 
new Guimbal Cabri G2.

We have limited student numbers to
ensure personalised career training.

Contact us for PPL and CPL training,
Type	Ratings	for	G2,	R22,	R44,
Night	Ratings	and	Instructor	Ratings.

Christchurch International Airport

Contact Chris: 

P: 03 359 6891 
M: 027 316 8444

E:  chris@pacificaircraft.co.nz

pacifichelicoptertraining.co.nz
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E: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz
P: 0800 KFLYER (0800 535 937) 

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

A space this size is available from only $75+gst. 
Reach thousands of aviation enthusiasts including 
every aircraft operator and aviation business in NZ. 

The August/September issue deadline is 3rd August
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ARRIVALS - April/May 2011
CBF Cessna A185F G B & B J Needham Partnership  Tairua  Aeroplane
CDC RANS S-6S Coyote II S6 Cartel  Queenstown  Microlight Class 2
DNA Cessna 162 Flightline Aviation Ltd  Gisborne  Aeroplane
FDC Flight Design CTLS Sports Aircraft New Zealand Limited  Wellsford Microlight Class 2
FIZ Team Rocket F1 Rocket Mr J C Baynes   Gore  Amateur Built Aeroplane
FMN Cirrus Design SR22 Skyhawk Aviation Limited  Howick  Aeroplane
FPC Cessna 180J Filtration & Pumping Commercial Ltd  Fielding  Aeroplane
FVP Piper PA-23-250 Ansky Holdings Limited  Whitianga  Aeroplane
FZR Staaken Flitzer Z-21a Mr A M Saunders   Wellington  Microlight Class 1
HAG Robinson R66 Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
HAZ Robinson R44 Coast to Coast Helicopters Limited  Mapua  Helicopter
HSM Aerospatiale AS 350B2 Heli Support New Zealand Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter
IBW Eurocopter AS 350 B3 T & P Williams Ltd  Hastings  Helicopter
IIJ Agusta AB 212 Oceania Aviation Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
IKM Sikorsky S-76A Northland Emergency Services Trust Inc  Whangarei  Helicopter
ISM Bell 206B Helicopters Otago Limited  Mosgiel  Helicopter
JME Martin Aircraft P11 Martin Aircraft Company  Christchurch  Microlight Class 1
KBM Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane
KBN Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane
KBP Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane
KBQ Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane
KJO Boeing-Stearman A75N1 Classic Aircraft Sales Limited  Blenheim  Aeroplane
MLY Cessna 172 Mr J L Anderson  New Plymouth  Aeroplane
NAA Cessna 172R Nelson Aviation College Ltd  Motueka  Aeroplane
NTV Piper PA-30 Eagle Flight Training Limited  Papakura  Aeroplane
PVH Micro Aviation Bantam B22UL Mr A P van Heeren  Hamilton  Microlight Class 2
PVP Beagle B.121 Series 2 Mr J R Faulkner  Wellington  Aeroplane
REL Carpenterie Pagotto Brako Gyro Mr M G Babou  Opua  Microlight Class 2
RFR Flug Werk FW 190 A8/N Chariots of Fire Fighter Collection  Blenheim  Aeroplane
RGZ Cessna T182T Huitaha Limited  Putaruru  Aeroplane
RMC Taylor JT-2 Titch R Calverley  Wellington  Aeroplane
SAR Cessna 182T Coastguard Northern Region  Auckland  Aeroplane
STR BAC BAC-167 Strikemaster Mk88 Strikemaster Limited  Auckland  Aeroplane
TLE Boeing 737-3S1 Airwork Flight Operations Limited  Manukau  Aeroplane
TWK Curtiss P-40C AVspecs Limited  Manukau  Aeroplane
VPR BAC BAC-167 Strikemaster Mk80A Mr B D Hall  Christchurch  Aeroplane
ZAQ Cessna 172S CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane
ZOG Piper PA-28-181 Golden Bay Air Limited Takaka  Aeroplane

TRANSFERS - April/May 2011
BPA Piper PA-18A-150 Knights Point Air Limited  Haast  Aeroplane
BVP Cessna 172 AVSKILLS LTD  Blenheim  Aeroplane
CLH Tecnam P92 Echo Super Piako Flyers Limited  Matamata  Microlight Class 2
CPP Mooney M20C Mr G C Jones  Gisborne  Aeroplane
CVB LMA LMA-5X-W Scarlett Farm Partnership  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
DDL Tecnam P2004 Bravo Glassford Partnership  Oxford  Microlight Class 2
DDX NZ Aerospace FU24-950 Wanganui Aero Work (2004) Ltd  Wanganui  Aeroplane
DEJ Piper PA-28-140 J W & S R Campbell  Dunedin   Aeroplane
DNY Cessna 150M BRL Leasing Ltd  Nelson   Aeroplane
DNY Cessna 150M Nelson Aero Club (Inc)  Nelson  Aeroplane
DRJ Cessna A150M BRL Leasing Ltd  Nelson  Aeroplane
DRJ Cessna A150M Nelson Aero Club (Inc)  Nelson  Aeroplane
DXP Cessna 172M Mr S J Hampton  Hamilton  Aeroplane
DYZ Aerospool Dynamic WT9 Marlborough Aero Club (Inc)  Blenheim  Microlight Class 2
DZM NZ Aerospace FU24-950 Super Air Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane
ECI BA Jetstream 3200 Model 3201 Vincent Aviation Ltd  Wellington Aeroplane
ECJ BA Jetstream 3200 Model 3201 Vincent Aviation Ltd  Wellington Aeroplane
ECR BA Jetstream 3200 Model 3201 Vincent Aviation Ltd  Wellington Aeroplane
EQE Piper PA-28-161 Tauranga Aero Club (Inc)  Tauranga  Aeroplane
FCW Cessna 172H Southern Air Services Limited  Pukekohe  Aeroplane
FOS Fly Synthesis Storch S Mr R L Fortune  Invercargill  Microlight Class 2
FTJ Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr V R Gardner  Blenheim  Microlight Class 2
FWK Cessna A152 Airline Flying Club (Inc)  Papakura  Aeroplane
FYI Avid Flyer Aerobat A G Davidson  Cromwell  Microlight Class 2
GCG Schleicher Ka 6CR Jury Hill Gliding Club (Inc)  Greytown  Glider
GIM Pipistrel Sinus Colin Alexander and Adrian Cable  Tauranga  Microlight Class 2
GLR Schleicher Ka 6CR Lillico & Marcuse Partnership  Wellington  Glider
HBN Eurocopter EC 130 B4 Skyline Aviation Limited  Napier Helicopter
HCY Robinson R44 II Gisborne Helicopters Limited  Gisborne  Helicopter
HDT Robinson R44 II Rakiura Helicopters Ltd  Stewart Island  Helicopter
HDX Robinson R22 Beta Broadlands Holdings Limited  Taupo  Helicopter
HFV Robinson R22 Beta Altitude Services Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
HGS Hughes 369HS Central Helicopters Limited  Opotiki  Helicopter
HHS Robinson R44 II Mr A F Preston Galloway Station  Alexandra  Helicopter
HKV Eurocopter EC 130 B4 Silver Fern Helicopters Ltd  Hatfields Beach  Helicopter
HOD Robinson R22 Beta Mr P R Hampton  Greymouth Helicopter
HOH Robinson R44 II Rakiura Helicopters Ltd  Stewart Island  Helicopter
HQC Robinson R44 II Frontier Helicopters Limited  Whakatane  Helicopter
HSF Robinson R22 Beta South-West Heli Lease Ltd  Te Anau  Helicopter
HVS Robinson R22 Beta W R & G F Hales  Hanmer Springs  Helicopter
HYQ Hughes 269C Conifer Grove Trustees Limited  Christchurch  Helicopter
HYQ Hughes 269C Cornwall Farms  Ashburton  Helicopter
ICH Robinson R44 II Ahaura Helicopters Limited  Ahaura Helicopter
IDO Robinson R44 II Volare Aviation Limited  Wellington Helicopter
IFD Robinson R44 II Mt Cecil Trophy Deer Stud Limited  Timaru  Helicopter
IMD Hughes 369E Rotor Work Ltd  Te Kuiti  Helicopter
IPR MD helicopter 500N Phil Rudd Extreme Transport Ltd  Tauranga  Helicopter
ISG Robinson R44 Helicopter Management Ltd  Awamutu  Helicopter
IST Robinson R44 II Wanaka Helicopters Ltd  Wanaka  Helicopter
IZU Robinson R44 II Reid Heslop Helicopters Limited  Wakefield  Helicopter
JAN Tecnam P96 Golf Tecnam Hire Ltd  Waihi Beach  Microlight Class 2
JBE Pegasus XL Ellis Partnership  Kaiapoi  Microlight Class 2
JDB Cessna A152 Challenge Aviation Ltd  New Plymouth  Aeroplane
JGI Pacific Aerospace 750XL GoSky GmbH Panoramastrasre  Germany  Aeroplane
JIB Cessna 172M Nelson Pilot Training Limited  Nelson Aeroplane
JKB Cessna 172R Todd Agri Limited  Murchison  Aeroplane
JMG Cessna 172S Wakatipu Aero Club (Inc.)  Queenstown  Aeroplane
JML Pilatus PC-6/B1-H2 Skydive Nelson Limited  Motueka  Aeroplane
JOY Cessna 182Q Skytrack Aviation Limited  Tauranga  Aeroplane
LHL Cessna 425 Lakeland Helicopters (1989) Ltd  Rotorua  Aeroplane
LJI Piper PA-28-181 Mr R S Mascull  New Plymouth  Aeroplane
MDC Cessna A185F Mr I M Stewart  Wanganui  Aeroplane
MLF Micro Aviation Bantam B22S Mr N E Wilson  Reefton  Microlight Class 2
MXG Eipper Quicksilver MX II Mr N W Izard  Te Awamutu  Microlight Class 2
NBR Cessna 501 Dennis Thompson International Ltd  Papakura  Aeroplane
PAB Tecnam P92S Echo Dean Waller & Roy Waddingham  Lincoln  Microlight Class 2
RCD P Barron Gyrocopter Mr J Osmers  Takaka  Microlight Class 1
RCO RAF 2000 GTX SE B C Russell  Whangarei  Microlight Class 2
RDH Auto Flight Ltd Tandem Dominator C S Mitchell  Huntly  Microlight Class 2
RNX Cessna 172N Iles Baker and Phillip Pullar  Gore  Aeroplane
continued over page...

NEW AIRCRAFT  |  USED AIRCRAFT  |  ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE
Hawker Pacific are New Zealand’s one-stop rotary and fixed wing maintenance facility under one roof at Ardmore.
Contact Peter McCarty on 09 295 0665,  email: peter.mccarty@hawkerpacific.com www.hawkerpacific.com

DIAMOND  DA20

DIAMOND  DA42

BELL 407

BELL 429

KING AIR 350

BEECHCRAFT BARON G58

Contributed by Penny Belworthy

MAX Saunders, a well known member 
of  the homebuilt movement, has just 
completed his latest plans built aircraft. It 
is a Staaken Flitzer Bi-plane. Despite the 
German name, the 2.2 litre VW engine 
and the look of  the aircraft, it was actually 
designed by the British aviation artist and 
designer Lynn Williams. The Flitzer first 
flew in the early 1990s in the UK and there 
are about 6 flying, mostly in the UK and 
one in Western Australia. Max’s will be the 
first to fly in New Zealand although Brian 
Anderson’s one is very close to completion.

Max started construction in 2003 but 
took a year off  in the middle to build his 
Jabiru. The Flitzer was built from very 

ZK-FZR 
Staaken Flitzer Z-21a

ZK-VPR 
BAC 167 Strikemaster
THE BAC 167 Strikemaster is a single-
engine two-seat ground-attack and trainer 
jet aircraft produced by the British Aircraft 
Corporation. ZK-VPR, which has been 

imported into New Zealand by Brian Hall 
of  Christchurch, was originally under the 
UK registration G-VPER. It was built in 
1976 and was part of  “Team Viper”, the 
only Strikemaster & Hunter Team in the 
World, named after the Rolls Royce Viper 
engine found in the Strikemaster. 

Grandchild of  the propeller-driven 
Hunting Percival Provost training aircraft, 
and close sibling to the Jet Provost trainer, 
the two-seat, jet-propelled BAC 167 
Strikemaster multi-role attack aircraft was 
deemed especially well-suited for advanced 
training, counterinsurgency, ground attack 
and reconnaissance functions.

16 Strikemaster aircraft were acquired by 
the Royal New Zealand Air Force in 1972, 
use of  the aircraft was reduced from 1981 
onward after cracking was discovered in the 
main wing structures. Turbulence and high 
usage were given as the probable cause. 
Considering the necessary re-winging of  
the aircraft to be an unwarrantable expense, 

NZ’S ONE-STOP ROTARy AND FIxED WING MAINTENANCE FACILITy ALL uNDER ONE ROOF

Buying an aircraft?  -  We can help with checks and upgrades
See us for Assessments, Cosmetics, Avionics, Modifications, and Ongoing Maintenance Programmes to Suit Your Needs.

Selling an aircraft?  -  We can complete your preparations for sale
See us for Checks, Corrosion Control, Cosmetics, CoA, and more.

Avionics, Airframe, Engines, Hydraulics, Components…      Genuine Beech, Cessna, Piper, and Helicopter Parts in stock.

Contact Peter McCarty
P: 09 295 0665

E: peter.mccarty@hawkerpacific.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore.

www.hawkerpacific.com

the RNZAF retired them in 1994, replacing 
them with the Aermacchi MB339-CB. 
This is the second Strikemaster to recently 
return to NZ skies and we look forward to 
seeing the pair of  them flying together.

JOHN Faulkner and wife Rona Calverley 
have recently imported two aircraft into 
New Zealand. The first which is John’s is a 
1969 Beagle B.121 Series 2 Pup. The Beagle 
Pup is a 1960s British two-seat single-
engine training and touring aircraft built by 
Beagle Aircraft Limited.

The Pup was designed as an all-metal 
two-seat aerobatic aircraft or a four-seat 
touring aircraft. The prototype first flew in 
April 1967 and the first delivery was to the 
Shoreham Flying School in April 1968. The 
aircraft was very popular and sold to flying 
clubs and private users worldwide. John, 
who is a pilot for Qatar Airways has owned 
the Beagle Pup since 2003 under its UK 
registration of  G-AXIF changing to ZK-
PVP on arrival in NZ.

The second aircraft imported by this 
team is Rona’s Taylor Titch. Also from 
the UK it was built in 1987. The Titch, 
designed by John F Taylor (and named after 
his Taylor Mono test pilot Titch Holmes), 

ZK-PVP  Beagle Pup and
ZK-RMC Taylor Titch

was a result of  a request for an aircraft 
with higher performance than the Taylor 
Monoplane. Taylor built the prototype 
at Essex between 1965 and 1966. It first 
flew at Southend Airport on 4 January 
1967. Its all wood construction is similar 
to the Monoplane but has fewer metal 
fittings than the Mono, and full size wing 

rib plans are supplied for the tapered wing 
panels. It will be great to see a Taylor Titch 
once again flying in New Zealand closely 
followed by John Best’s Titch in Blenheim. 
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RSL AutoGyro Europe MT03 eagle Mr G D Whiting  Wakefield  Microlight Class 2
RTE Piper PA-28R-200 Carters Aviation Ltd  Tauranga  Aeroplane
SGN Percival Provost T Mk 1 Mr R Young  Feilding  Aeroplane
SPO Glasair Sportsman 2+2 Airventures New Zealand Limited  Feilding  Amateur Built Aeroplane
SSR Yakovlev Yak-18T Andrew Park Electronic Security Limited  Auckland  Aeroplane
SSU Aero L-29 NZL Trustees Limited  Auckland  Aeroplane
TAA Cessna A152 Tauranga Aero Club (Inc)  Tauranga  Aeroplane
TAB Cessna 172N Sunair Aviation Ltd  Mount Maunganui Aeroplane
TAB Cessna 172N Tauranga Aero Club (Inc)  Tauranga  Aeroplane
TBA Socata TB 9 Jeanette and Peter Mant  Whakatane  Aeroplane
TPW Pacific Aerospace Cresco 08-600 Griffin Ag-Air Ltd  Palmerston North  Aeroplane
WAW Rockwell 114 Aymstyle Pty Ltd  Papakura  Aeroplane
WFT Cessna 172N CMC Investments Limited  Pokeno  Aeroplane
WLN NZ Aerospace FU24-950 Otago Airspread Limited  Mosgiel  Aeroplane
WLN NZ Aerospace FU24-950 Willow Air (NZ) Ltd  Balclutha Aeroplane
WLP Fletcher FU24-950M Otago Airspread Limited  Mosgiel  Aeroplane
ZEE AutoGyro Europe MT03 eagle Gyrate South Limited  Dunedin  Microlight Class 2

DEPARTURES - April/May 2011 
BZX Cessna 150A Mr D M Harnett  Sanson  Aeroplane Rev
CTF Cessna 150H Mr D M Harnett  Sanson  Aeroplane Rev
DCF Aero Commander 500-A Glenalmond Management Pty.Ltd  Australia Aeroplane Rev
EFX Grumman American AA-5A Mr D M Harnett  Sanson  Aeroplane Rev
EGV NZ Aerospace FU24-950 Super Air Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane Dest
EXT Eipper Quicksilver MX D Y Roberts  Hokitika  Microlight C1 w/d
FFJ Skycraft Scout Mk.III D Y Roberts  Hokitika  Microlight C1 w/d
FMC Gippsland GA200C Premi-Air Aviation Limited  Takanini  Aeroplane Exp
FNX Cessna A185E Kerikeri Daries Limited  Paihia Aeroplane Rev
GSB PZL-Swidnik PW-5 “Smyk” Mr P D Schofield  Drury  Glider Rev
HDT Robinson R44 II Rakiura Helicopters Ltd  Stewart Island  Helicopter Dest
HMU Robinson R22 Beta Wanaka Helicopters Ltd  Wanaka  Helicopter Dest
HOI Robinson R22 Beta Mr R E Goodfellow   Warkworth Helicopter Dest
HWE KHI Kawasaki-Hughes 369D Heliventures Ltd  Haast  Helicopter Rev
ICS Eurocopter EC 130 B4 Helicorp Charters AKL Limited  Auckland  Helicopter Exp
ITG Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Alpine Choppers Ltd (in Receivership)  Queenstown  Helicopter Exp
IXR Robinson R22 Beta Shooters Supplies Ltd  Christchurch  Helicopter Dest
JAJ Smyth Model S Sidewinder Genkit Nelson Limited  Nelson  Amat Aeroplane Exp
JEI Piper PA-23-250 J W & E I Lyver  Pokeno  Aeroplane Rev
JPE G Pereira GP-4 The Logan Family Trust  Auckland  Amat Aeroplane Dest
JZL Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane Exp
KAK Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane Exp
KAX Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane Exp
MCZ Piper PA-23-250 J W & E I Lyver  Pokeno  Aeroplane Rev
NMF Spencer Amphibian Air Car S.A.C. Holdings Limited  Auckland  Amat Aeroplane Rev
NUN Bill Sharpe Bill Sharpe Special Mr S W Crombie  Hokitika  Gyroplane Rev
RDA Star Bee Gyros Gyrobee Mr O H Stielau  North Shore City  Microlight C1 w/d
SML Dyn’ Aero MCRO1 Club Mr G Smale  North Shore City  Microlight C2 Dest
SPC Murphy Maverick NZ Airservices Limited  Cambridge  Microlight C2 Rev
TWK Curtiss P-40C AVspecs Limited  Manukau  Aeroplane Exp
VER Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr J W Pratt   Te Awamutu  Microlight C2 Rev
XTS Airborne XTS-912 Mr P Dessart  Waiheke Island  Microlight C2 Rev

Subscribe to 
KiwiFlyer today! 
KiwiFlyer is published every two 
months and delivered free to every 
aircraft operator and aviation 
document holding business in 
New Zealand. Other persons are 
welcome to subscribe for only 
$25 incl gst (6 issues).

Make your cheque out to Kiwi 
Flyer Limited and post to Kiwi Flyer 
Subscriptions, PO Box 72-841, 
Papakura 2244.

Don’t forget to tell us your name, 
address, post code, phone number 
and email.

Credit card payments are accepted, 
but only online via our website 
subscription page at: 
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz 

Thanks for your support of our 
publication !

detailed plans which are comprehensively 
illustrated and contain many perspective, 
exploded views of  components. Max says 
some builders have even framed some 
of  the sheets as they are that impressive. 

The aircraft is all wood construction using 
spruce for the structure and birch ply 
on the fuse. Dacron fabric was used for 
covering. The paint scheme regalia is the 
design of  Lynn Williams to represent the 
Staaken Flying company/club of  Berlin 
and is done with small brushes and lots 
of  time consuming masking. Max has 
built absolutely everything on this bi-plane 
including the wooden propeller to suit the 
VW engine, all the metal fittings and the 
bicycle style undercarriage. At this stage the 
aircraft is finished apart from some engine 
running and a final inspection, so should be 
set to fly very soon. Max will be test flying 
the aircraft from the Otaki Airfield himself. 
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Reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers with your 
classified advertisement
For private advertisers, classified advertising in KiwiFlyer is discounted to only $35 including 
GST for 50 words and a colour photograph. Or pay by column space at the rate of only $10 
including GST per column centimetre. Please contact us for commercial advertising rates.

Send your advert details and cheque made out to Kiwi Flyer Limited to Kiwi Flyer Classifieds, 
PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244.

Alternately, fax details to (09) 929 3079 or email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz. Credit cards or bank 
transfer payments are welcome but can only be accepted by internet payment. Please contact us 
for details by email or phone 0800 KFLYER  (0800 535 937).

Classified deadline for the next issue is 8th August. Don’t forget to include all of your 
contact details in your advertisement. 

4 PAX + Pilot, Cruise Speed 120 kts, 927 lb usable at 
max fuel. Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R66 Turbine NEW Robinson R44 Raven I and II

New Robinson R44 Raven I and II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R22 Beta II

New Robinson R22 Beta II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW CESSNA 162 SKYCATCHER. Receiving 
fantastic reviews for its outstanding comfort 
and performance, the much anticipated Cessna 
162 Skycatcher is landing in NZ this year. Call 
now for information on this brilliant aircraft.

1978 CESSNA R172-K HAWK XP. 3970 TTAF, 
Engine 210Hp, 150Hrs TSO, Prop 420Hrs 
TSO, very well equipped. All over white with 
blue and gold accent colours. Black and grey 
leather trim seats. $150,000 + GST.

Contact Chris Barry 
P: 09 295 0859  M: 021 844 490    

E: chris.barry@flightline.co.nz

1974 MOONEY M20-F EXECUTIVE.  Fast and 
well maintained aircraft.  Approx 2500Hrs TTAF, 
engine recently overhauled.  POA.

Contact Chris Barry 
P: 09 295 0859  M: 021 844 490    

E: chris.barry@skysales.co.nz

1998 R22 BETA II.  Zero Time Rebuild by 
Helimech UK, Airframe 1980Hrs, TSO 19Hrs, 
Garmin GNC-250XL GPS/Com, Bendix SkyMap 
III, Always Hangared. $265,000 + GST.

NEW ROBINSON R66 TURBINE. 5 seater, large 
baggage locker, RR300 powered. Call now for 
more information.

2005 ROBINSON R44 RAVEN II.  Under 1200Hrs 
TTSN, Cabin Cover, Cellphone Kit and Wired for a 
Tait Radio,  Leather Seats, Observation Bubble 
Windows. Excellent condition. $380,000 + GST.

2008 ROBINSON R22 BETA II.  Approx 60Hrs 
TTSN, Metallic Blue with Silver Trim, Leather Seats, 
King KT76C, Garmin 250XL, Nat AA12 Controller, 
Turn Coordinator.  POA.

NEW 2010 MD500E.  4 Bladed Tail Rotor, Garmin 
Avionics, Fargo Aux Fuel, Extended Landing Gear, 
Tinted Windows, Rapid Door Removal Hinges.  

Tauranga Airside Hangar 
and Accommodation 

FOR SALE

500m2 Hangar 
with auto doors

120m2 Accommodation
built to a high standard

Contact owner for details
07 888 3530 or 027 33 33 831

CESSNA 172M FOR SALE

ZK-YAH @ NZNE.   1973 150hp, 50HTR approx. 
Recent overhaul by Flightline.

Tidy.   $59,000+GST.
Phone: Chris 09 426 1128 or 

email: chrismaxbatten@hotmail.com

ARDMORE
HANGARAGE

Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport

20m x 5.5m Power Doors

Large Apron  

Sealed Taxiway

Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249

Airside Hangarage 
available at Tauranga
Long or Short Term

Contact owner for details
07 888 3530 or 027 33 33 831

TAuRANGA 
HANGARAGE

NELSON AIRPORT

NEW HANGAR FOR LEASE

Floor Area 370m2

Door Opening 18.5m x 5m

Office Area 84m2 (over 2 levels)

AVAILABLE JuLy
Ph. 03 522 4591 or 021 310 063

Contact Dennis:  P. 09 298 6249  |  M. 0294 923 160  |  E. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airport, Papakura. www.DtiAircraftSales.com

International Aircraft Sales and Acquisitions for 43 years

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

2008 Cessna Citation 510 Mustang
Only 261 Hrs SN.  6 Seat cabin.  Latest technology.  Cruise 340 kts up to 41,000 ft 
in quiet comfort.  Superb for only US$2,295,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1976 Rockwell Commander 114
1595 Hrs SN.  260 HP engine.  471 Hrs Since top O/H.  405 Hrs to TBO.
NZ$139,900 +GST if sold in NZ.

1981 Cessna Citation I SP     For Immediate Sale!!  
4650 Hrs TTSN.  Engines 1144 Since Major Overhaul.  
Automatic Pilot System.  Sperry SPZ-500. 
Delivery immediate ex-Ardmore Airport.  US$595,000.

1979 Cessna 172-N Superhawk
180 HP Conversion.  Engine 1429 Hrs SFN.  571 Hrs 
to TBO/2018.  Prop: 1429 Hrs SN.  King avionics 
Dual VHF  NZ$115,000 incl. of GST (if any).

1992 Piper Seneca III     3620 Hrs SN.  Engines: 1660 
Since Overhaul.  Owner wants it gone.  Secure a rela-
tively low hour full IFR 6 Seat Turbo-Charged Twin at a 
keen price.  Was NZ$169,900 +GST – Make an Offer!!

1992 Socata Tobago TB-10, 2956 Hrs SN, 180 HP engine, 736 Hrs Since O/H, 1295
to run, Prop: 989 TSO, NZ$135,000 +GST if sold in NZ. Offers & Trade-in Considered!!  

1980 Cessna 404 Titan 
ZK-NDY US$499,900.   

Classic Tiger Moth 
NZ$139,900 no GST.

1986 Rutan Long Ez 
NZ$75,000 no GST.  

12 Aircraft in stock.    Buy it and we will teach you to fly it !

1973 Cessna 172-M, 1200 to 
run, NZ$70,000 +GST.  Call Now!

HANGAR TAuPO AIRPORT
Great holiday home for an aviator. Self contained 
fully furnished studio apartment for sale at 
Taupo Airport situated on the 29/11 grass runway 
with spectacular lake and mountain views. Will 
accommodate Cessna 172 or similar. Also listed 
on Trade Me under Aircraft For Sale. Ground 
rent only $1540 per year plus GST. Asking only 
$295,000 no GST.
Phone Doug on
0274-196-340
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Places to Go: Feilding Contributed by Ruth Presland
Phone them on 06 323 4134 or email: feildinghotel@xtra.co.nz

When I was thinking of  Feilding, I thought of  a very small 
town serving the rural community. When I arrived, I was stunned 
to find a beautiful town of  about 15,000 people, wide streets like 

in outback Australian towns and ample 
free parking. The centre is a beautiful town 
square and Feilding has won the “most 
beautiful town” award 14 times over the 
years. 

If  you arrive on a Friday between 9am 
and 2pm, check out the Farmer’s Market. I 
caught the end of  a cheerful group selling 
yummy home grown food and a variety of  
other produce.

My second stop was the shoe shop, 
“MJ’s”.  I have to say it is the best shoe 

shop I have seen for a long time. 
Inside was a great range and great 
prices and it was flat out. The shops 
here are just delightful. There is a 
mixture of  bright coloured cafes 
but one really took my fancy, www.
focalpointcinema.co.nz. Focal Point 
Cinema is set just off  the main 
square and its frontage is a cute cafe 
with good coffee and tasty food for 

hungry pilots. Exploring out the back I 
discovered two boutique cinema rooms with 
regular daily sessions - perfect for a rainy 
day or a fun afternoon out.    

If  a trip away from the shops is more to 
your liking, try the Coach House Museum 
which is New Zealand’s premier collection 
of  horse-drawn vehicles and agricultural 
equipment. There are also a number of  
gardens to visit either by arranged tour or 
simply to walk around and enjoy. If  you just 
can’t get away from aviation for more than a 
day, visit Dr Dave’s hangar at the Palmeston 

North airport.  It a great piece of  Kiwi history in the making... 
Do ring forward on 06 355 2879 and take your money as he has a 
great book and a brand new video that would be worth having in 
your library. Take care with your winter flying and remember if  you 
would like to see a particular area in ‘Places to Go’, let us know.

I WAS recently in the North Island to attend the Women in 
Aviation annual rally which is held each Queen’s Birthday weekend. 
It was the 51st rally and we gathered at Feilding. www.awa.org.nz 
is a great group of  flying women and well worth being a member 
of  if  you are a lady flying already or just 
thinking about starting. On arrival to 
NZFI, we were greeted by the team at Air 
Manawatu which is the local flight training 
school and charter service, run by Michael 
Bryant. He is doing a great job, as we all 
commented how helpful and friendly his 
Instructors were. Flying into Feilding, 
although a busy airspace, is relatively straight 
forward as it is within a Common Frequency 
Zone 124.10. Standard overhead rejoin is 
at 1500 feet. Above 1500 feet is Ohakea 
class C airspace. Circuit height is 
1100 ft and there can be microlights 
circuiting at 600 feet AGL. It is a very 
busy airfield so keep a very good look 
out and expect nordo aircraft, gliders 
and Ag planes. If  you are not familiar 
with the area, read the GAP booklet 
about Manawatu. For the computer 
keen, check out www.ourairports.
com/airports/NZFI 

The airfield boasts no landing fees and 
has a seal and a grass runway plus plenty of  
parking. NZFI has an incredible 82 flying 
machines based on the field and there are 
also plans for the Manawatu Aero Club to 
move over from Palmeston North.

Travel into town is a 5 minute drive 
and if  you need a lift, call Feilding Taxis 
ph 06 323 7117. Accommodation is varied 
including Manfeild Park motel and a new 
motel called South Street West  Motel. They 
aren’t right in town, so if  you would like 
to be based in the centre then stay at the 
Fielding Hotel. Set right in the heart of  the township, it is subject 
to some noise in the weekends but its grand exterior is superb, 
the location is perfect, and it is owned by a local pilot who is an 
excellent host. The rooms have just been done up, are comfortable 
and cost around $75 to $85, depending if  you require an en-suite. 

The Feilding Hotel.

Attendees at the annual Women in Aviation rally held in June.

Feilding is a delightful town with wide streets, 
character buildings, and some great shops.
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