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P92 TAIL DRAGGER
l  Optional cargo pod.
l  Optional glider tow hook. 
l  Optional oversize main wheels and tyres. 
l  STOL performance.
l  New wing design enhances slow 
       flight performance as well as extra 
       efficiency in cruise.
l  Rotax 912 and Lycoming IO-235 options. 

P2008
l  Carbon fibre fuselage / metal wing.
l  Superb training platform.
l  Centre throttle console. 
l  Larger baggage area.
l  120 litre fuel capacity.
l  Super wide, comfortable cabin.
l  Fantastic long distance touring aircraft.

EAGLET G5 (Generation 5)
l  Completely restyled 2012 model.
l  Additional baggage area with 
       external access.
l  Safe slow flight and approach 
       characteristics.
l  Near STOL performance.
l  Larger internal baggage area with 
       lower floor.
l  Analogue or glass panel with 
       auto-pilot options.
l  Rotax 912 and Lycoming IO-235 options.

TECNAM Still setting the standard after all these years
Welcome to a new look KiwiFlyer. Having celebrated 
our 21st edition with the previous issue, we’ve given 
the design a subtle refresh, including a new page 
template and a revised layout style for feature articles. 

Two of  our largest airshows occurred within a week 
of  each other at the start of  April and as a result, 
this issue is something of  an aircraft photography 
bonanza. Whether you were there in person, or just 
wanted to be, the articles on Warbirds Over Wanaka, 
and the RNZAF 75th Anniversary Ohakea Airshow 
should make enjoyable reading. Thanks are due to our 
KiwiFlyer Contributors for the great material they 
provided from these events.

Thanks are also due especially to those who provide 
their aircraft and time towards the creation of  such 
events. How spoilt we aviation enthusiasts are in 
New Zealand by the collection of  classic Warbirds 
and other exotic aircraft that are domiciled here, and 
what a debt of  gratitude we owe to those who own, 
maintain and generously fly them so often for the 
pleasure of  airshow spectators.

Generosity is a theme in Jill McCaw’s Gliding article 
for this issue too. The Canterbury Gliding Club has 
recently celebrated the opening of  their new airfield 
at Springfield which is dedicated to gliding and 
includes a large hangar. Thanks to the generosity and 
fore thought of  some current and past members, this 
new airfield is in fact owned by the Club.

With winter approaching, our Events Calendar has 
pretty much dried up for a few months, all except for 
the Brass Monkey Fly-in at Lake Station Airfield in 
Nelson on the weekend of  4th August. Organisers 
offer “local flying, great food, accommodation, 
landing fees and plenty of  tall stories, all for the one 
fabulous all inclusive price”. For more information, 
contact Kevin Allport on 027 234 5961 or email: 
allport@actrix.co.nz.  There’s also the AIA Aviation 
Week Conferences coming up from 4th to 10th 
August in Rotorua. With a theme this year of  
‘Aviation is in our DNA’, Aviation Week always offers 
plenty of  opportunities to network and to learn from 
and contribute towards our industry, as well as a 
comprehensive trade exhibition and numerous social 
occasions. Visit www.aia.org.nz for more details.

One advantage of  winter weather is the occasional 
very stable high that arrives and then stays for several 
days. We already had a great one a few weeks back. 
Here’s hoping for several more to follow. 

Enjoy your reading and fly safely,

Michael Norton
Editor, KiwiFlyer Magazine

From the Editor

Front Cover: An RNZAF C-130 Hercules releases 
decoy flares at Warbirds Over Wanaka 2012. 

Photograph by Gavin Conroy.
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Aeromarsters Turbine Services
Aeromarsters have recently signed an 
agreement with BBA Aviation Group to 
represent their turbine services in NZ. 

Warbirds Over Wanaka 2012 
Enjoy our photo essay of  this years very 
successful Warbirds Over Wanaka Airshow.  

The Kiwi Flyer Interview
For this issue, Jill McCaw spoke with Mandy 
Deans, Events Manager for Warbirds Over 
Wanaka, to find out more about the event 
and people behind it.

Evektor Harmony LSA arrives in NZ
Penny Belworthy reports on the latest aircraft 
from Evektor to arrive here in NZ. We also 
hear from Nelson Pilot Training, who have 
Evektor Sportstars in their training fleet.
 
NZ Warbirds: The Trek South
Warbird aircraft often transit long distances 
to get to airshows for their displays. Frank 
Parker tells of  this years Harvard trip from 
Ardmore to Ohakea and Wanaka.

RNZAF Ohakea Airshow
For its 75th Anniversary, the RNZAF put 
on a spectacular airshow at Ohakea that 
delighted all 60,000 people who attended. 
Chris Gee reports for KiwiFlyer.

RAAF F/A-18 Poster 
One of  the star performers at Ohakea 
was the solo RAAF F/A-18 display. Gavin 
Conroy captured a great photo for KiwiFlyer.

Places to Go - Queenstown
Ruth Presland presents a guide to flying 
into Queenstown airport and visiting the 
surrounding areas.

Canterbury Gliding Club’s new home
Thanks to the foresight and generosity of  
some of  its members, Canterbury Gliding 
Club has a new home.

Jim Rankin’s Gyro Experience
Having tried most other forms of  aviation, 
Jim Rankin went gyro flying with Gyrate at 
Tauranga recently and says he thoroughly 
enjoyed the experience. 

Industry and Community News Briefs
Training Services
ZK Review 
Classified Listings
Accidents and Incidents
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10,000 Cabri hours logged
Guimbal Cabri 

helicopters have now 
logged more than 10,000 
flight hours across 
30 aircraft, 1000 of  
these belonging to one 
airframe in Germany 
which has reached 
the milestone after 20 
months of  operation.

Keeping with 
the high technology 
of  the Cabri brand, several new avionics options have recently 
been announced. These include a twin screen navigation display 
integrated with the existing Cabri glass panel and controlled with a 
trackball, Garmin GTN 750 / 650 installations, and FlyPad, an iPad 
dock for custom GPS navigation applications such as SkyDemon, 
itself  an impressive application.        www.cabri.co.nz

CTC Flight Instructor recruitment continues
Less than a month since the announcement of  its recruitment 

drive to hire 25 flight instructors, CTC Aviation Training in 
Hamilton has received over 130 applications from around the 
world. 14 have been hired to date. Some have relocated from within 
New Zealand, while five have come from Australia.  

“We are still actively recruiting more instructors, who will start 
in the second half  of  this year. The shortage of  experienced 
instructors is becoming more problematic as airlines continue to 
recruit them from the instructing ranks of  Flight Schools and Aero 
Clubs” said CEO, Ian Calvert.

CTC has developed what it believes to be a first in the aviation 
industry: an innovative bonus scheme to attract and retain top-
notch flight instructors and encourage them into long-term service 
with the airline pilot training provider, who expect trainee numbers 
to reach 220 per year in 2013.
Those interested in learning more about career opportunities with 
CTC can make contact by emailing jobs@ctcaviation.com or by 
phoning 07 843 3304. 

Wings, Wheels and Water airshow 
announced for Twizel

Following several previous airshows at the same location, 
a Wings, Wheels and Water event will again take place at Lake 
Ruataniwha near Twizel on Saturday 22nd September, coinciding 
with the South Canterbury Anniversary weekend.
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Organisers are planning for a special family day out with 
something for everyone, including aircraft from all corners of  the 
NZ aviation scene. Also featured to appear are model aircraft, 
classic cars, marine displays, vintage motorbikes and vintage heavy 
earth moving machinery - some of  which were operated at the 
Benmore and Twizel dams. A free minibus has been organised to 
ferry airfield arrivals to and from the site at Lake Ruataniwha. 

Bryan Jones of  Southern Wings will coordinate the air display 
which will be commentated by John Nicolson. The new Twizel 
Medical Centre is to be the airshow’s main benefactor, draft plans 
for a new building having been prepared to cope with the growing 
needs of  the community.  

The organising committee are keen to hear from aircraft 
operators who may want to participate with their special aircraft. 
Contact James Leslie now if  you are interested on 021 886 806 
or email: james@robel.co.nz.        www.wingsoverwater.co.nz 

Aviation Painting Services ‘16/20’ milestone
Economic 

Development Minister, 
Hon. Steven Joyce, 
recently joined invited 
guests at Aviation 
Painting Services in 
Hamilton to celebrate 
the company’s milestone 
of  painting 16 aircraft in 
20 weeks since opening 
in December 2011.

Aviation Painting 
Services oven is 7200 cubic metres in volume and heats to 60 
degrees Celsius. “The oven speeds up throughput tremendously 
because it dries an aircraft in 30 minutes, allowing us to apply 
the next coat within the hour. Aircraft painted in typical hanger 
conditions often take several days to dry between coats, depending 
on temperature and humidity. We can apply 11 coats of  paint in 
5 days, which is impossible at any other painting facility in New 
Zealand,” explained CEO, Phil Hanrahan.

Aviation Painting Services is a joint venture between Phil 
Hanrahan’s IGS Group and the Waikato-based Aviation Industry 
Cluster who are a 50/50 joint venture partner in the $2.5 million 
project, with investment funds granted to the Cluster organisation 
by New Zealand Trade and Enterprise.

The painting facility employs around 20 staff, ramping up to 35 
at peak times, and is expected to inject an estimated $10 million 
into the local economy each year. 7 of  the 16 aircraft painted to 

The new Cabri FlyPad

Hon. Steven Joyce and Phil Hanrahan at APS.



Turbine Services now available from Aeromarsters
AEROMARSTERS have recently signed an agreement with the 
BBA Aviation Group to represent and co-ordinate the servicing of  
Rolls Royce 250, and Pratt & Whitney PT6 engines here in New 
Zealand. General Manager Tony Marsters says that their solutions 
are pressure-free, transparent, fast, and very cost effective.

Members of  the BBA Aviation Group include Dallas Airmotive, 
Premier Turbines, International Turbine Services and International 
Governor Services, all of  the USA, and H&S Aviation of  the UK. 
The companies have facilities established worldwide (with the 
closest being Singapore). For New Zealand customers, Pratt & 
Whitney is handled via Dallas 
Airmotive and Rolls Royce 
engines are drawn from H&S 
Aviation in the UK. Aeromarsters 
Tony says that due to quick 
inland freight times, parts and 
components will often arrive in 
New Zealand faster than if  they 
come from the US, the process 
also being more cost efficient. All 
shipping and insurance is handled 
by Aeromarsters.

How the process works
Aeromarster’s turbine 

servicing process begins when 
a customer supplies their log 
cards. This information is sent 
to the appropriate facility for 
evaluation following which the 
customer will be given a worst 
case scenario price for the work 
that is required. Aeromarsters 
have an on-line stock listing of  
available components, modules 
and rentals and can provide clients with electronic spec cards for a 
wide selection of  units. 

Customers can then decide on the following options:

l	Service Exchange
The first option is to simply purchase a fixed price service 

exchange unit from the available pool.

l	Rental Services
If  required, a rental unit can be arranged at an agreed fixed 

hourly or daily rate. Aeromarsters will either deliver the rental to 
the operator’s maintenance provider or can arrange the changeover 
using a licenced contractor. Tony says that rentals currently take 2 
to 4 days to arrive from the UK, however stock is in the process of  
being transferred to the new Singapore facility which will allow for 
overnight ordering of  urgent requirements.

l	Repair and Overhaul
Aeromarsters send the core to the overhaul facility for stripping 

and evaluation. Once this has been completed, a detailed report 
is provided to the operator including a full parts status listing, 
photographs of  faulty items and a fixed price to repair/overhaul. 
Tony emphasises that no work is carried out without prior 
approval from the operator; “Our focus is on communication and 
transparency throughout the whole process.” 

Advantages and Value
BBA and their respective group members are RR250 authorised 

service centres and Pratt & Whitney service centres. Tony says 
that BBA has one of  the largest rental pools available for NZ 
operators and also maintains an extensive stock list of  part-life 
serviceable items which can provide good savings for cost-sensitive 
lower operating time operators, explaining that; “the group can 
offer some exclusive and very competitive pricing, especially with 
the added efficiency of  maintaining its own component overhaul 
capability”.

Local representation, 
warranty and support

Aeromarsters were established 
almost two years ago with an 
objective to provide ‘a new 
level of  service in the provision 
of  aviation spares support, 
ground equipment support and 
maintenance management to 
the general aviation, helicopter, 
airline, and military operators 
in the Oceania region’. Turbine 
servicing is a recent addition to 
the company’s portfolio and with 
the competitive nature of  the 
business, there has been some 
commentary circulating about the 
new arrival in the local industry. 
Tony emphasises; “To answer the 
question of  local representation, 
we are a local company. Anyone 
can call us 24/7 any day of  
the year. As for warranty, we’re 
backed by one of  the largest 
RR250 and P&W overhaul 

facilities there is. Warranty work is not an issue and we even have 
provision for incurred labour if  warranty work is required to 
be carried out. Aeromarsters contracts some very experienced 
LAMEs to carry out work as required. Phil Garside, an extremely 
experienced powerplant fleet manager with numerous international 
airlines also provides technical engineering advice to Aeromarsters. 
We have direct access to BBA Group facilities around the clock, and 
their deliveries are fast, on time and at realistic prices. We can offer 
great value for money and reconditioned items are also available to 
further reduce operator’s costs.”

The average time for a turbine overhaul if  needed is quoted as 
between 20 and 31 days, including freight transit of  rental deliveries, 
the engine being sent to the UK, the overhaul, return to NZ, and 
re-fitting. One recent transaction completed by the company ended 
up $8000 less expensive than the nearest local overhaul quote, an 
option which also wouldn’t have included rental provision.

Tony says that for outright purchases, turbines can be here ex the 
UK in 4 days or from Singapore as quick as overnight.

For more information
Aeromarsters welcome enquiries from operators seeking 

pressure-free, transparent solutions. Contact Tony Marsters 
at Aeromarsters on 09 636 6840 or 021 298 5750, email: tony.
marsters@aeromarsters.co.nz or visit www.aeromarsters.co.nz

Rolls Royce and Pratt & Whitney turbine services are now available through 
Aeromarsters who are representing BBA Aviation Group in New Zealand.
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date have been helicopters. Their largest job has been the complete 
repaint of  Ossie James’ iconic DC-3 aircraft in its original James 
Aviation Ltd livery.        www.aviationpaintingservices.co.nz

The New Zealand Air Safari 2013
Planning for Air Safari 2013 is well underway. Departing 

from Masterton on 19th March 2013, the event will weave its 
way through NZ, covering 16 airfields over 10 days, finishing 
at Motueka in time for Easter Weekend and the Omaka Classic 
Flyers Air Show. Up to 80 aircraft are expected to take part, some 
including visiting pilots from Australia & England. Note that a 10% 
price discount is available for entries received before 31st August. 

Considerable public exposure is planned to attract new people 
into sport and recreational flying, while lifting the profile of  Aero 
Clubs in the community. The beneficiary of  the 2013 Air Safari will 
be the Young Eagles program run by Flying New Zealand. This 
program introduces young people to aviation and is well established 
amongst Aero Clubs throughout the country. 

There will be an optional competitive side (including prizes) to 
the Safari, with Precision Flying & Identification Points along the 
way. Competitors will be timed from departure to arrival and their 
points recorded, along with navigational skills, for each leg. 

Participants in the Safari typically come from all walks of  life. 
There will be new pilots, retired pilots, commercial, agricultural & 
airline pilots and of  course their passengers. 

The success of  this event is dependant not only on the response 
from enthusiastic aviators wanting to share the adventure but also 
the Aero Clubs and their local support organisations. If  you would 
like to get involved, contribute, or participate, then visit the Flying 
NZ website for more information.        www.flyingnz.co.nz 



Warbirds Over Wanaka Airshow 2012
The biennial and world famous Warbirds Over Wanaka Airshow was held 
on Easter weekend and attracted a crowd estimated to number more than 
60,000. Jill McCaw attended on behalf  of  KiwiFlyer, contributing this article 
and captioning some great photography by husband John, as well as by Geoff  
Soper and Gavin Conroy. Many of  Gavin’s pictures were taken from the back 

IT WOULD be hard to 
imagine a more scenic setting 
for an airshow than Wanaka 
airport. Crisp clear autumn 
sunshine added to the appeal 
and the 60 to 65 thousand 
people who attended had a 
thoroughly enjoyable time. 
There was a great range 
of  aircraft present, literally 
something for everyone, from 
a crowd stopping model to 
gliding, helicopter, military and 
warbird displays. The surprise 
appearance of  All Black 
Captain Richie McCaw to 
commentate the glider display 
set a lot of  hearts fluttering. 
The fly past by Air New 
Zealand’s latest acquisition, 
the Boeing 777 excited many 
more. 

This of  course is a 
Warbirds’ airshow and there 
were plenty of  them on 
display. WOW has a focus on 
WWII aircraft and the crowd 
were treated to displays of  
Spitfire, Grumman Avenger, 
Corsair, Kittyhawk, and 
many others. More modern 
favourites were the Vampire 
jet and Hawker Hunter while 
a nice collection of  WWI 
aircraft showed how far 
military aviation has come in just under a hundred years.

The show has grown substantially, both in numbers of  displays 
and numbers attending since the first show in 1988. Originally 
developed by Warbirds aircraft enthusiast Sir Tim Wallace, this now 
biennial event is a very big deal for the area. 

Visitors to Warbirds Over Wanaka know what they’re going to 

get, with a formula that has 
become set over the years 
(and one which has been 
followed by a good many other 
airshows). There’s nothing 
wrong with that. Civilian 
aircraft display first, this year 
including a wonderful mass 
helicopter display, followed by 
the WWI biplanes, RNZAF 
display, leading into the WWII 
aircraft that everyone has come 
to see. It’s a tradition of  the 
show to have a mock attack of  
the airfield with pyrotechnic 
explosions followed by all the 
aircraft scrambling to protect 
the airfield. It’s spectacular and 
it’s fun. 

This year was without any 
big ticket guest appearances 
of  overseas based Warbirds 
and ironically, there were 
some who found the most 
interesting aspects of  the 
show to be the Boeing 
777 appearance, the very 
impressive and near silent 
glider aerobatics, and Frazer 
Brigg’s 3 metre span model 
synchronised to catchy music. 
How spoilt we are by the 
collection of  classic Warbirds 
in New Zealand, and what a 
debt of  gratitude we owe to 

those who own, maintain and generously fly them so often for the 
pleasure of  airshow spectators. 

Everyone I spoke to agreed they would happily return again for 
more in two years time, and if  you’ve never attended a Warbirds 
Over Wanaka then don’t miss the next opportunity. We’ll see you 
there in 2014.

Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawk (right): The crowd at 
Wanaka were very fortunate to see two of these 

American built fighter aircraft display. The RNZAF 
operated 297 P-40 Kittyhawks in the Pacific during 

WWII where they were responsible for the loss of 99 
Japanese aircraft. Even when replaced by Corsairs in 

1944 they remained in use as advance fighter training 
aircraft. Their extensive use by the RNZAF makes them 

a very popular display aircraft. Especially thrilling, 
was the pass by Liz Needham with guns firing (blanks 

of course) with plenty of spine tingling noise and 
muzzle fire evident. Co-owner Frank Parker fired the 

guns at Wanaka 2010 and said he would have done 
the same in 2012 except that “Liz took the keys”.

Yak 3: Graeme Frew presents his beautiful Russian Yak 3 to the back of the Hercules for a 
photo opportunity (above). This aircraft has been rebuilt from the ground up. It may look like the 
original wooden wing aircraft, and in fact has been rebuilt using the original Russian aircraft 
jigs, but this aircraft has a new design metal wing and an American Allison V-12 engine 
replaces the Kilmov V-12 of the original. The 1300hp Yak 3 first went into service in 1943. There 
were two Yak 3s at the show, the second (at left) flown by Arthur Dovey of Wanaka.

Corsair FG-ID (left): The beautiful gull wing 
shape of the Corsair flown by Keith Skilling 
made it a crowd favourite. A non-flying trick, the 
folding wings, designed to allow the aircraft to 
be stored on an aircraft carrier, was also popular. 
The RNZAF operated 424 of these aircraft during 
WWII and the display aircraft, NZ5648 is the 
last remaining in operation. It is powered by a 
2000hp Pratt and Whitney radial engine and can 
cruise at 44,000ft. It can travel at 450 mph and 
has a range of 1500km without refuelling.

C-130 Hercules: The beautiful pyrotechnics (see cover image of the flare drop) 
which ended the Hercules display have a serious purpose and are used to confuse 
heat seeking technology that may be attempting to lock onto the aircraft’s engines. 
As well, one of the RNZAF 40 Squadron’s C-130s showed off all its tricks from high 

approach, short landings, reversing along the runway, short take off, and more. 

of  an RNZAF Hercules, an opportunity our Air Force generously made 
available once again for photographers at Wanaka. There’s also some excellent 
video footage of  this exercise available on YouTube. We’re especially fortunate 
in New Zealand to have great airshows such as this and we hope the following 
pages convey some sense of  what it was like to be there.

Text by Jill McCaw. Images by John McCaw, Geoff Soper & Gavin Conroy
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Supermarine Spitfire: The Spitfire is always a popular sight at Wanaka. The original aircraft of show founder, Tim Wallis’ collection was a Spitfire after 
all. This year there were two, both resident in New Zealand. The Deere family’s aircraft flown by Sean Perrett, is decorated in honour of family member Air 

Commodore Alan Deere while the second Spitfire piloted by owner Doug Brooker is repainted in the colour scheme and markings of the Mark IX flown in the 
North Africa campaign by Squadron Leader Colin Gray, New Zealand’s highest scoring Ace.

North America P-51D Mustang: Yellow checkered marking on the nose makes this aircraft stand out from other Warbirds in a mass display. Mustangs 
were American built, but British inspired, long range escort fighters. The Mustang became the first fighter capable of accompanying the American bombers 

flying to Berlin and back. Flown by Robert Borrius-Broek, as in previous years the display was sharp, precise and fast. First flown in 1940 with Allison engines, 
later models had Packard Merlin engines which gave them extra power at altitude.

Grumman Avenger: The Grumman was the largest single engine aircraft of its time and yet it 
needed a lot less runway than many of the other aircraft in the show. That is because it was designed as 

a carrier-borne torpedo bomber. It even has folding wings (not up like the Corsair, but back). The large 
lumbering Grumman showed us its impressive carrier landing capabilities and flew past side on with 

bomb doors open so that we could see into its belly.
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Hawker T-6C Texan II: In New Zealand to show off its 
training capabilities to the RNZAF, they kindly threw 
in a couple of airshow displays as a bonus.

Harvards: 
Nothing sounds better 
than a Harvard, unless 
it’s several of them 
together. Led by Frank 
Parker, the five aircraft 
of the Roaring Forties 
Display Team put on 
a fantastic show with 
their characteristically 
wonderful, feel it in your 
bones, surround sound.

The Jets: They were loud and they were fast.
1. Strikemaster: These aircraft replaced the Vampires 
in our Air Force which acquired sixteen. They 
were popular training aircraft around the world. 
Sponsorship now helps to keep this one in the air. 
Pilot Dave Brown.
2. De Havilland Vampire: One of the first jet fighters. 
NZ got its first one in 1951 and they remained in 
service until 1972. This aircraft looks stunning and the 
size of its loop (at least 5000 ft in diameter) gave an 
idea of its speed. Pilot Brent Emeny.
3. Hawker Hunter: This impressive aircraft wasn’t seen 
on the ground as it couldn’t land at Wanaka. It flew 
over from Queenstown for its displays, an estimated 
flight time of four minutes in cruise mode. It was the 
RAF’s first fighter capable of breaking the sound 
barrier, something sadly it was forbidden from doing 
at Wanaka. It was still VERY LOUD. Pilot Dave Phillips
4. Aero L-39 Albatross: This is the second time this 
aircraft has flown at this show since arriving in the 
country in 2010. Developed in Czechoslovakia these 
jet trainer aircraft have served with over 30 Air Forces 
around the world. Pilot Grant Bisset.
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Royal New Zealand Air Force
It was the RNZAF’s 75th birthday and they’d 
already had an airshow of their own the weekend 
before at Ohakea. They didn’t seem to mind 
performing again. The Red Checkers Display 
team (1) were at their best Friday and Saturday, 
although unable to perform on Sunday due to 
illness of one of their members. The Kiwi Blue 
parachute display team (6&7) showed a different 
set of piloting skills while the various helicopters, 
Sea Sprite (2), Iroquois (3&5) and the brand new 
Agusta A109 (4) were put through their paces. The massive P3K Orion sub 
hunter (9) was a favourite and as already mentioned the C-130 Hercules (8) 
was there too, putting on a spectacular show with its flare drop (on the cover 
in case you missed it!).

5&6. WWI aircraft: A good turn out of early warbirds included the Sopwith Camel, Bristol Fighter, 
a rare Fokker D-8 and the crowd pleasing Tiger Moths (not technically warbirds). One Tiger Moth 
was piloted by Dave Phillips who on landing dashed out of the cockpit, was flown to Queenstown by 
helicopter and appeared over the crowd again in his Hawker Hunter.
7. Air NZ’s 777-300ER: The 777 is so big that even when it’s flying at 300 knots with a back drop of 
the Wanaka landscape it still seems to be going slow. When it flew slow and dirty along the flight line it 
looked like it should fall out of the air. It is larger than a 747 and has the most powerful jet engines on a 
commercial aircraft worldwide. One engine has more thrust power than the four engines on the very first 
Boeing 747-100 which flew in 1969.
8&9. Pyrotechnics: The airfield came under attack in what is always the highlight of a Warbirds Over 
Wanaka show. In the show finale every aircraft on the field scrambles to get in the air and see off the 
attackers. Everything is flying, explosions are happening and the re-enactors are racing around firing 
guns. Smoke rings rise in the still autumn air and the punters wander home happy.

1. DC3: New Zealand’s two airworthy DC3s ZK-AMY and NZ3456 - in RNZAF livery, took to the skies 
with a fighter escort. Seeing these aircraft together brings up memories of the days when flying was 
romantic and exotic.
2. Model Aircraft: Frazer Briggs throws his 200cc model around the skies in ways that don’t seem 
aeronautically possible. His very impressive display was part of the lunch time entertainment, and had 
the crowd turning around and taking notice.

3. ASH-25 Glider: Amid all the noise of the rest of the show a silent flight really stood out. The crowd 
were wowed with a spectacular aerobatics display by Doug Hamilton in a high performance glider. The 
ASH-25 has a 25 metre wingspan, a glide ratio of 1:57 and a top speed of 150 knots. All Black Captain 
Richie McCaw made a surprise appearance to commentate the display, sharing his passion for the sport 
with the crowd.
4. Helicopters: A massed display of civilian helicopters (there were 6)was a first for a New Zealand 
airshow. Largely unrehearsed, the group still provided an excellent synchronised display that was great to 
watch and showed of the capabilities of their aircraft.
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Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Avgas and Jet A1
Call George Hoskins
Phone 021 369 600
or VHF 133.1 MHz

Ardmore Sky Station
Ph/Fax: (09) 297 7188

Email: skystation@xtra.co.nz

NEW Switlik Single Seat Life Rafts

www.aviationsafety.co.nz

Phone 07 543 0075 or Email: switlik@aviationsafety.co.nz

180lb of bouyancy and only 2.45kg. Stowable or belt pack. Floats 
downwind. Stable. Weather-tight fully enclosed canopy with window.

Subscribe to KiwiFlyer
Subscriptions cost just $25 for 6 issues. 
Visit our website for secure credit card 
payment, or post a cheque to Kiwi Flyer Ltd., 
PO Box 72-841, Papakura 2244. Thanks !
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz 

P: 0800 CESSNA    
Chris Barry: 021 844 490   

www.flightline.co.nz                                E: chris.barry@flightline.co.nz

We are looking for quality used aircraft to sell.
Talk to us today about how we can market your aircraft.

Cessna, Piper, Beechcraft, Mooney, you name it, we want it!
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An Interview with Mandy Deans
Events Manager: Warbirds Over Wanaka
Mandy Deans is the Warbirds Over Wanaka 
Airshow Events Manager. The 2012 show was 
her second since she took on what she describes 
as an amazing job in 2008. Mandy has a 
background in business development, events, 
marketing and management. She is a lapsed pilot 
having flown Cherokees and Cessnas. When asked 
what her dream aircraft would be she responded, 
‘My own jetpack.’

JILL McCaw spoke to Mandy after the 
airshow this year to get an idea of  what 
is involved in putting together the largest 
event of  its kind in the country and to find 
out what motivates the woman who runs it.

I’m guessing that once you’ve recovered from some 
sort of  post-show breakdown you’re already 
underway on planning for the next one. 

Yes. It takes several months to clean 
up the airfield, pay the bills, collate the 
feedback, sort the book and DVD orders, 
write the thank you letters and do the 
reporting. We are shortly setting ticket 
prices for 2014 because we then have to 

have our marketing collateral printed for 
the airshows that we attend during next 
year to promote WOW 2014.

Do you have some sort of  a timeline for planning? 
Yes, we use Project software with each 

item carefully planned. Flexibility is the key 
however as so many things change in the 
planning process. For example there are 
always some aircraft that are suddenly not 
available. Planning starts with those items 
that can be determined early – a website 
upgrade, marketing plan, ground exhibit  
possibilities, and things like that.

How big is the formal team involved? 
There are the Event Manager and part-

time CEO, then we gather our volunteer 
Organising Committee together which 
consists of  six to ten people. They in turn, 
have their own teams of  volunteers that 
come on board during the airshow year.  

Are the authorities generally helpful?  
In the main, yes.

The local 
community is 
firmly behind 
the show. 

Yes, 
airshow 
patrons put 
in around $10m to the Wanaka economy 
alone each airshow. Roughly $20m flows 
into the region with another $5m into NZ 
generally.

I know there are plenty of  businesses pleased about 
all the visitors in town. How many community 
groups have an involvement in the show itself ? 

It varies, between 5 and 10 each time. 
We have put $120k into community groups 
over the 2010/2012 airshows for services 
they provide us, such as programme 
selling, car parking, aircraft parking, selling 
merchandise, and more. 

There were a fair few ‘conspiracy theories’ on the 
crowd line about why the RAAF were not at the 
show. What was the true story?  

We had invited the RAAF about a 
year before the airshow and knew they 
would probably come out for the RNZAF 
75th celebrations at Ohakea. We never 
confirmed their attendance at WOW but 
naturally hoped they would be here. They 
would have had to stay in NZ for the week 
between Ohakea and our airshow and 
logistically it was feasible for them. It was 
confirmed they wouldn’t be coming to us 
in the weeks leading up to the airshow – 
the same thing can happen (as it did to the 
RNZAF Hercules) to any aircraft scheduled 
from the services. We can have a no-show 
due to service problems or being called 
away to some scenario in another part of  
the world.  This also applies to civilian 
aircraft. As airshow organisers we have to 
be ready to plug the gaps if  an aircraft is 
suddenly unavailable. Our Display Planner, 
John Lamont, is an expert at re-jigging the 
programme on the day, if  required.

How much work goes into tracking down potential 
new exhibitors or are people always offering to be 
part of  it? 

This too varies with each airshow. If  
we have a theme for some of  the ground 
exhibits such as ‘Ford through the ages’, 
then quite a lot. Food and other service 
providers normally come to us.  

Mandy Deans
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SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION

SOUTH PACIFIC AVIONICS    |    Ph: 09 298 1373    |    sales@avionics.co.nz

www.avionics.co.nz

Avionics Package Deals

More Info., More Packages and Pricing on our Web Site.
Package prices include installation in a typical light GA aircraft.
Installation includes wiring and connectors but does not include
replacement circuit breakers or antenna systems.

DEAL 1: VFR Private Ops
Garmin Aera795 GPS
Icom ICA210 Comm
Garmin GTX327 Transponder
PS Engineering PM1000 ICS
Fully Installed and Certified
NZ$9995 + GST

DEAL 2: VFR Air Transport
Garmin Aera500 GPS
Icom ICA210 Comm x 2
Garmin GTX327 Transponder
PS Eng PMA8000BT Audio/ICS
Fully Installed and Certified
NZ$12,500 + GST

Prices are subject to
exchange rate fluctuation

The Air Force display this year was great. How supportive are they?  
Very. We have a great relationship with the RNZAF who provide 

us with as many aircraft and personnel as they can for each airshow.

Is there anything else that you feel needs mentioning to give readers an idea of  
what you do?  

Yes! We have over 300 volunteers working at the airshow – 
sourcing them, trying to fit their skills to the jobs, briefing them, 
feeding them and de-briefing many of  them is a major task. We 
have office volunteers still coming in for 1 day a week after 4 years 
and we simply couldn’t run the airshow without them. They are the 
reason we can hold airshows and we owe them all many thanks. 

What was your personal favourite/s this year?  
For me it’s the Corsair. The total package of  noise, grunt, ability 

and grace says it all!

What was the final figure on crowd size?  
We didn’t do an economic impact assessment this year but 

numbers were about the same as 2010 which was between 60,000 
and 65,000.

Have you been for rides in any of  the aircraft? 
Only the Mustang and Tiger Moth thus far. Hopefully there will 

be more opportunities in the future.

Wanaka is a great place to live, but it can be quite isolated. Are you enjoying 
living there?  

Personally I don’t feel it’s isolated. There are great flights in and 
out, and it’s an easy drive to Dunedin or the West Coast. It’s longer 
to Christchurch but we regularly drive up there as our families 
live there. I fell in love with Wanaka when I was 10 and have been 
coming back for both skiing and summer holidays ever since. After 
41 years I made it back for good and I’ll be going out feet first. I’ve 
travelled a lot and had the choice of  where I lived in the world. In 
2006, Wanaka won hands down!

Have you got the best job in the world then?  
Absolutely. WOW combines many of  my passions and to share 

them with other like-minded people is the best it can get.



Harmony LSA - The latest Evektor arrives

NOW ONE of  the world´s largest manufacturers of  light aircraft 
and with a 40 year history, Evektor-Aerotechnik has produced in 
excess of  1000 aircraft operated by flight schools, aeroclubs, and 
private pilots worldwide, supported by a sales network spanning 
more than 40 countries.

The Harmony LSA is an evolution of  the successful SportStar, 
offering further performance and comfort enhancements. Wings 
have been tapered and lengthened with swept up tips, drag has been 
reduced and cruise speed increased. The wing also features split 
flaps, aileron trim tabs and a step that makes access to the cockpit 
easier. Cross wind capability has been increased from 14 to 21kts.

The Harmony has excellent cockpit spaciousness with 46.5” 
(118cm) of  shoulder space and extra leg room for tall and 
large pilots. Sporty seats and good ergonomics provide a very 
comfortable cockpit for long cross country flights.

New deluxe interior options are available, and the cockpit has 
better heating and ventilation systems, and improved storage for 
maps and water bottles. The pedal assembly has been redesigned 
and is easily adjustable. Colin’s aircraft also has Dynon Skyview, an 
integrated avionics system with night VFR capabilities, 3D terrain 
maps, inputs for navigation systems and integrated autopilot.

Construction
Strength has also been improved with heavier landing gear, a 

larger nose wheel and improved steering. As for all of  the SportStar 
line, the Harmony has an all-metal (anodised and corrosion-
proofed) airframe with all construction joints riveted as well as 
bonded for high durability and long fatigue life. All heads of  the 
pop rivets are sealed with mastic for durability. Evektor say that 
as well as providing for a long service life, such a build offers a 

The new Evektor Harmony offers a great combination of cabin space, comfort, 
style and performance, as well as a glider and banner towing capability.

smoother and quiet flight because drumming 
and flexing are absent.

Engine options include the 100hp Rotax 
912 (as fitted to Colin’s aircraft), or the new 
fuel injected Rotax 912iS, or the Rotax 914. 
Colin has chosen a New Zealand made 
Airmaster AP430 constant speed feathering 
propeller with Sensenich blades. Colin says 
this has improved the climb out and cruise 
figures considerably and that on approach he 
can come in at a steeper angle and land on 
the spot every time. As this propeller wasn’t 
a standard equipment option, it had to be 
sent to the company where it was tested 
before they would allow it to be fitted. 

Towing Capability 
An extra feature of  the Harmony is a tow hook which is certified 

for glider towing up to 700 kg and for towing banners up to 140m2. 

In the air
The specification and appearance are impressive, but what is it 

like off  the ground? Colin went flying with Evan Belworthy recently 
and these are Evan’s comments: 

“Sunday morning saw our first frost of  the season. But with a 
nor-west arch already upstairs, by the time we got airborne the wind 
had arrived at ground level - so while conditions weren’t ideal for 
establishing cruise speeds or upper air work, they were great for 
getting a feeling for the aircraft in typical NZ conditions. 

Getting in and out is easy with the step 
assisting, plus the canopy hinges forward to 
allow easy entry. Starting the Rotax was a 
standard no fuss procedure and taxiing with 
the larger nose wheel is very positive. The 
throttle requires twisting for the right speed 
at the lower end and this took a couple of  
times to get the feel for position verses 
rpm. Run up is again standard with all of  
the data displayed on the Dynon. This 
display would really grow on you, though 
as with all new displays you need time for 
the eyes to locate the information. We start 
with one notch of  flap for take-off  and 
then depress the knob on the end of  the 
throttle which allows it to be pushed in for 
full power. Acceleration is brisk and with 
steady back pressure the aircraft rotates 
when ready to fly and into a good rate of  
climb. The prop is already set to take-off  so 
is self-managing, and when into cruise you 
simply adjust to the cruise position. 

Once airborne the nor-west was quite 
evident but the aeroplane gave a very 
strong feeling and controlling the bumps 
was a nil issue. Back in the circuit and onto 
finals, we’re down to 70 knots and the first 
notch of  flap again. Speed control is good 
and with three notches we establish at 60 
knots for a standard approach and flare. 
Another couple of  circuits produced the 
same comfortable results.

Conclusion: a good stable platform, 
great data display, very comfortable 
with very good visibility and very good 
performance.”

Colin only last week went to Omarama 
for lunch on a beautiful Autumn day and 
says the Harmony’s cross country ability 
and comfort was a delight.

Acquiring a Harmony
Factory leadtime is currently 6 months, 

plus another month on the water to get 
to NZ. The Evektor Harmony is sold as 
either a LSA or a microlight. The price 
for the LSA model is 74,500 Euro plus 
extras and $10,000 NZD for shipping, 
customs, assembly and CAA paperwork 
+GST. The aircraft arrives in a container 
with only the wings and the tail removed 
so there is very little re-assembly required. 
A comprehensive flight manual and spare 
parts package are included. 

For more information
For more information, contact NZ 

Evektor distributor, Colin Marshall on 
03 312 5402, email: colin-m@xtra.co.nz, 
view video footage on www.evektor.com.
au, or visit www.evektoraircraft.com 

The Harmony canopy opens forward for 
easy access to a spacious cockpit.

A tow hook is certified for gliders up to 700 kg 
and banners up to 140 m2.

The rear view, highlighting the large canopy 
and excellent visibility.

NELSON Pilot Training is a flying school 
and FBO based at Nelson Airport. We 
have been using the Evektor Sportstar 
type for private hire and for PPL and CPL 
training. We also use the Sportstars for 
initial instrument training because their 
avionics are so up-to-date (with EFIS, 
VOR and GPS installed in all our aircraft). 
The performance on climb is far better 
than the “TEA” Cherokee 181 we use for 
advanced IR training so we can get up to 
do holding pattern work real quick.

NPT has done over 1000 hours on 
these types now and will be coming up to 
2 years of  operations in July. We purchased 
ZK-MAC from Colin Marshall and have 
since imported a second Sportstar Plus, 
ZK-NPT. 

The reason we like SportStars is simple:
They are wonderful to fly: Pilots 

converting to the type, on the initial 
climb-out, invariably go “aaaaaaah …now 
I understand” whilst grinning from ear to 
ear. You’ve got to know to understand!

They are perfect for training: They 
are robust and conventional in their 
design and construction. The handling 
is precise and the aircraft always goes 
where it is pointed. The controls are nicely 
harmonised with a light touch meaning 
the aircraft responds precisely to pilot 
input making teaching exacting piloting 
skills and developing the pilot/machine 
integration more natural and straight 

forward. The amazing visibility afforded 
by the bubble canopy, the upright seating 
position and the  roominess of  the cabin 
makes keeping a good lookout far more 
natural and instinctive – increasing safety 
and encouraging good habits.

Economics: From an operator 
perspective; our near-new aircraft require 
very little maintenance so reliability is high 
and workshop costs are low. The Rotax 
powerplant is cheap to run and fuel costs 
are around two thirds of  comparable 
Cessna or Piper trainers. From our 
clients point of  view; hire costs can be 
kept low and the good cruise speeds and 
performance means they can get to where 
they want to go quicker and operate into 
more places than the old fashioned types. 
We are also finding that newly qualified 
PPLs - who used to move up to larger 
aircraft - actually prefer to continue to 
fly the Sportstar due to the superior 
performance, comfort and style.  

They are safe: The build quality is very 
very good and the Rotax 912 engine is 
the safest (and  fastest selling) aero engine 
in the world today. The visibility and 
manoeuvrability means the Sportstar can 
keep a pilot out of  trouble. 

We are wondering how long it will take 
for other flying schools to wake up and see 
these aircraft as the way of  the future – 
our clients certainly know this.                    

                       David Marriott, May 2012.

Nelson Pilot Training reaches 
1000 SportStar hours

Contributed by David Marriott, CFI, Nelson Pilot Training

Evektor SportStars have been well proven in flight training roles around the world. Indeed there are now 
16 flying schools equipped with them just in Australia. Leading the way in New Zealand is Nelson Pilot 
Training, now with more than 1000 SportStar hours logged. CFI David Marriott explains their choice.

Nelson Pilot Training’s two Evektor SportStars, NPT and MAC, absorbing some evening 
sunlight at their home base. The aircraft have logged more than 1000 training hours.
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New Type Report KiwiFlyer

The latest aircraft to be produced by Evektor-Aerotechnik of  the Czech Republic is the Evektor Harmony, an example of  which is now based in Canterbury, 
having just been received by New Zealand Evektor distributor Colin Marshall. Penny Belworthy reports:



The Trek South

uncharacteristic day, all but calm winds and fantastically fine 
weather. The entire day’s airshow activity was only eclipsed by 
the RNZAF hospitality over the weekend - oh the memories 
of  youth spent within these same hallowed walls!

Monday 2nd April, now time to continue south. The 
Harvard group had planned a few days based at Ashburton to 
complete some local formation training within the group. This 
was appropriate, taking these aircraft to their old stamping 
grounds, and was well anticipated by the folk at the Ashburton 
Aviation Museum who always extend a warm welcome. Alas 
the weather man overlooked the plan and the forecast on the 
east of  the South Island was not good, in fact it was rubbish. 
So, Plan B via the West Coast to Wanaka for the same activity.

The formation of  6 Harvards departed Ohakea heading 
south down the Kapiti Coast and crossed the ditch just north 
of  Cook Strait. The weather enabled a very scenic route that 

crossed the Marlborough Sounds, Nelson, Murchison, Springs 
Junction, Lake Brunner and into Hokitika for fuel, where the 
Strikemaster and L39 were already on the ground and refuelling. 
There was a big turnout of  locals at Hokitika to view the activity 

and an opportunity 
for many to get up 
close and personal 
with some old 
aeroplanes. Many 
kids skipped school 
for the afternoon 
to come up to the 
airfield. After refuels 
and a bite of  lunch 
the formation 
departed Hokitika 
and again had a very 
scenic trip down the 
west coast past the 
glaciers, Mt Cook 
and then through 
the Haast Pass to 
Lake Wanaka.

Several days of  intensive formation training in the local Wanaka 
area saw all pilots getting some valuable currency training and 
a number of  upgrades and checkrides were completed before 
Thursday came and the airshow action started warming up, Team 
practice, photo shoots,  and the RNZAF made a Hercules available 

AN ADDED consideration for this year’s trip to Wanaka was the 
Air Force Open Day at Ohakea, on the weekend prior to Wanaka. 
This was an important event, being the 75th Anniversary of  the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force and of  the Air Force’s longest 
serving trainer aircraft (well there have been two 
models of  air trainer in case you’re counting) invited 
to their home turf.

Friday 30th March and it’s a reasonably early start 
for the first leg of  the journey, Ardmore to Ohakea. 
Wherever possible we attempt to make this transit 
flying available to aircraft syndicate members, giving 
our future pilots the opportunity to participate and 
hone their cross country and formation skills. With 
all aircraft two-up including luggage for 10 days in 
the deep south, the aircraft are well packed. On this 
occasion the Weather Gods played ball and the transit 
was one of  those easy flights. At Ohakea it was over 
to the Roaring 40s members to arrange the final 
practice slots and prepare for the show. At this time 
our transit pilots become our ground crew, assisting 
with fuelling, oiling, dieseling (we use diesel to 
produce the formation ‘smoke’ – 10 litres per aircraft 
per show) and then cleaning and picketing. This 
second tier assistance is invaluable as several of  the 40s pilots are 
involved with other aircraft, and there are the inevitable briefings, 
liaisons and gossip that attack your precious time.

And then it’s show time, six months and many hours of  practice 
expressed in 15 minutes of  display. The Manawatu turned on an 

These exercises are much more than a 15 minute display, there 
are plenty of logistics and some much appreciated ground support 

personnel (pictured above) also involved.

for some memorable air to air footage – 
check it out on YouTube.

Then Show Day, Saturday was one of  
those iconic Central Otago days - not a 
cloud, a puff  of  wind nor a bump in the 
sky and the Team performance clicked. 
What a time to get it right to the delight of  a 
capacity Wanaka crowd. Sunday was equally 
as enjoyable, truly a Warbirds over Wanaka 
weekend to remember. Now we just have to 
get home to Ardmore.

Monday the 9th April saw a mid-morning 
start via Rangiora and Wanganui, then 
to Ardmore. It was a good days flying in 
continuing genteel conditions.      

Ardmore to Wanaka is 530 nautical miles 
in a straight line, and considerably further 
if  you wish to keep your feet over dry land 
for as long as possible. For our Harvards, it’s 
around five hours flying each way to give ten 
hours of  transit, plus three hours of  display 
each, as well as additional training flights for 
approximately 95 hours combined. Over 
the ten days, in rounded figures that’s a total 
of  12,000 liters of  avgas, 200 litres of  oil, 
and 300 litres of  diesel, all consumed and 
enjoyed without a major hitch. All in all a 
reasonable achievement for a bunch of  old 
grandmothers – and that’s the aircraft, not 
the pilots!            Cheers, frankly@xtra.co.nz
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NZ Warbirds Association KiwiFlyer

PO Box 812
Cambridge 3450
New Zealand

CAANZ Approval SUP 69410

HARDWARE - AN, MS, NAS and other standards
RAW MATERIAL - Sheet, Tube, Bar and Extrusions

GENERAL GA PARTS - Airframe, Engine and associated items
MICHELIN TYRE DISTRIBUTOR

SPECIALIST IN SOURCING HARD TO FIND PARTS

For all your requirements,
Please contact:

P   +64 7 827 0233
F   +64 7 827 0236
M   +64 21 869 114
E   avparts@xtra.co.nz

How much is your life/wife worth?

BRS Whole Aircraft Parachute distribution and service is now available in New Zealand from Leading 
Edge Aviation Ltd.  We are the only factory authorised repacking centre in the Southern Hemisphere.

Phone Bryn Lockie on 021 681 900             Email: bryn@lockie.co.nz             www.brsaustralia.com

Now available for Cessna 172 and 182

Warbirds Over Wanaka is covered elsewhere in this issue, however I feel it worth 
giving an insight to NZ Warbirds participating aircraft actually getting to and 
from the event. Whilst we had the heavy metal brigade attending I’ll focus on the 
Harvard Group. These venerable old girls are probably the only aircraft, both type 
and individuals, to appear at every Wanaka airshow since its inception in 1988, 
a noteworthy achievement by any measure.

BE PART OF THE ACTION!

Post to:  New Zealand Warbirds Association Limited. 
	 Ardmore	Airfield.	
 PDC 14
 Papakura

Phone: (09) 298 9207
Email: NZWarbirds@paradise.net.nz

 www.nzwarbirds.org.nz

NEW ZEALAND WARBIRDS
Join New Zealand’s most colourful aviation fraternity
Membership includes subscription to Classic Wings Magazine and the NZ Warbirds
Scramble newsletter. Associate Membership $99. Full Membership $162.
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The Roaring 40s Harvards from Ardmore put on superb displays at 
Ohakea and Wanaka. 

ARDMORE
HANGARAGE

Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport

20m x 5.5m Power Doors

Large Apron  

Sealed Taxiway

Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249

Chris Gee

Chris Gee

© Philip Makanna / GHOSTS



RNZAF Ohakea Airshow
The 75th Anniversary Airshow put on by the RNZAF at Ohakea on 31st 
March made for an exceptional day out that was enjoyed by a crowd estimated 
at more than 60,000. Our own aircraft (military, warbird and civilian) were 
joined by many more from overseas Air Forces, including six RAAF F/A-18 

ON THE 1st of  April 1937 the Air Force Act was passed, 
marking the start of  the Royal New Zealand Air Force becoming 
an independent service 
of  the Defence Force. 
The 75th anniversary of  
this event was celebrated 
during March and April 
this year, with parades, 
concerts and flying 
displays held across the 
country in the weeks 
surrounding this historic 
date. The Government 
had begun a review of  its 
air defence requirements 
in 1936, led by Wing 
Commander Ralph 
Cochrane, who would 
become the Air Force’s 
first Chief  of  Air Staff. 
Cochrane recommended 
a separate Air Force 
comprising an Army 
Co-operation unit and 
two medium bomber squadrons for local defence, the defence 
of  shipping lanes and to contribute to the security of  the United 
Kingdom. Between 1937 and the outbreak of  war in 1939 the 
RNZAF grew rapidly, with an order for 30 new Vickers Wellington 
bombers placed in 1938, and land at Whenuapai and Ohakea 
purchased to accommodate them.

Almost exactly 75 years later, on the 31st March 2012, it was the 
honour of  the latter of  these bases, RNZAF Base Ohakea, to host 
one of  the largest New Zealand air shows of  recent times. With a 
gate charge of  just $10, between sixty and seventy thousand people 
descended upon Ohakea on the day, far exceeding expectations. 
This led to an astonishingly large traffic jam, with many patrons not 
getting on-site until early afternoon, after half  of  the flying display 
had finished. Despite the gridlock, the airshow was a great success 
for the RNZAF, with even those arriving late enjoying the day once 
they saw and experienced what was on offer. Almost every type 
of  serving aircraft performed a flying demonstration, along with 
international visitors from allied air forces, as well as a large variety 

Hornets which put on such a great display that even those who waited in traffic 
for 3 hours to get through the gate deemed their day to have been a good one.
Chris Gee attended along with your KiwiFlyer Editor and we had a marvellous 
time. All text and photos are by Chris unless otherwise noted.

of  civilian and warbird aircraft. It was a fitting 75th anniversary 
celebration and congratulations and thanks are due to all those who 

contributed to the event.
With recent Air 

Force events being held 
alternately at Whenuapai 
and Ohakea every two 
years, one would expect 
the next occasion to 
be in Auckland in 
2014, by which time 
the NH90s will be 
fully in service, and 
possibly a decision made 
about a new advanced 
trainer. The Air Force 
Airshow organising 
committee, lead by 
Wing Commander Phil 
Bedford, have really set 
the bar high for next 
time. 

Captions to pictures
1. Harvard: The RNZAF operated 202 Harvards delivered into 

service between 1941 and 1944. NZ1015 is one of  just a handful 
still in RNZAF care, flown with the Historic Flight. The last 19 
airworthy Harvards were withdrawn from service in 1977 and sold 
along with those that were in storage. It was these aircraft that 
became the start of  a developing Warbird scene in New Zealand, 
something that now seems so familiar at airshows around the 
country, that we tend to take their appearance for granted. Many 
of  our current Warbird pilots learned to fly in a Harvard with the 
RNZAF, a predominant use of  the aircraft being for flight training. 

2. Red Checkers: The RNZAF formation aerobatics team The 
Red Checkers flew many displays up and down the length of  the 
country over the celebration period, including over many regional 
centres where they would not usually be seen. The Red Checkers 
fly the Pacific Aerospace CT-4E Air trainer, the ab-initio trainer of  
the Air Force that all aircrew must pass through in order to gain 
their wings. The Red Checkers performed many of  their signature 

A United States Air Force C-17 Globemaster taxies in front of a crowd estimated at over 60,000.

Visitors enjoyed perfect airshow weather, spreading out across RNZAF Base Ohakea to view hangar exhibits, static aircraft displays (queues for these alone 
were at times up to an hour long), and of course the airshow itself for which there was a long display line suitably close to the runway. It was a fine day out.
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manoeuvres at the airshow, including the 
Mirror and, as the finale, the Spaghetti 
Break. 

3. Orion: The Lockheed P-3K Orion 
is the RNZAF’s Maritime Surveillance and 
Response aircraft operated by No5 Sqn, 
and performed a capability demonstration 
as part of  its display routine at the air show, 
dropping a rescue package (pictured) to 
a simulated boat in distress. The Orion 
flew several low and fast passes during its 
display, along with a ‘dirty’ flyby with its 
undercarriage extended and bomb-bay 
doors open. The RNZAF’s P-3K Orions 
are currently undergoing a modernisation 
process, with each aircraft in turn being 
brought up to P-3K2 standard. The 
extensive upgrades will allow the Air 
Force to operate these aircraft up until 
2025, as well as offering the addition of  
a sophisticated multi-mode radar, along 
with new electro-optical sensors and new 
electronic warfare and communications 
equipment.

4. Hercules: Unfortunately at the last 
minute, the RNZAF’s own C-130H-LEP 
Hercules aircraft were unable to attend the 
show. However visitors were able to view 
the three foreign examples that did make 
it and were on static display. Regardless, 
we included the image for completeness, 
taken at Whenuapai the week before during 
exercise Kiwi Flag.

5. 757-200: The two Boeing 757-200’s  
that serve with the RNZAF are a far cry 
from their civilian airliner cousins. These 
aircraft were highly modified with an engine 
thrust upgrade, side loading cargo door, 
and a modular cargo-handling system that 
allows the aircraft to fulfil a combination 
of  VIP, cargo transport and aero medical 
evacuation roles. The aircraft were given 
air stairs and a crew access ladder for 
autonomous operations without ground 
support. A full communications suite was 
added to bring the aircraft up to modern 
standards. The B757 display is always 
impressive, and includes a max-rate take off  
and turn that is not something you will ever 
see a civilian airliner perform. The aircraft 
was specially painted in 75th Anniversary 
livery for the occasion.

6. Kiwi Blue: Kiwi Blue is the RNZAF’s 
Parachute demonstration team, drawn from 
the Parachute Training & Support Unit. 
With the RNZAF C-130 Hercules being 
unavailable for flying at Ohakea this year, 
they were forced to jump out of  a more 
old-fashioned platform, the C-47 Dakota. 
After a short freefall they formed up into 
a stack, with Warrant Officer Kevin Pope 
trailing a large Air Force Flag.
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Photograph by Michael NortonKiwiFlyer Magazine RAAF F/A-18 Hornet visiting Ohakea for the RNZAF 75th Anniversary celebrations, March 2012.
KiwiFlyer   The RAAF F/A-18 Hornets were star performers at the 2012 Ohakea Airshow.

Image 1, Gavin Conroy; 2,3,4 Chris Gee; 5, Michael Norton.
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OF PARTICULAR interest at the airshow was the first public 
display of  the RNZAF’s new NH90 Medium Utility Helicopter. 
These impressive aircraft are still in OT&E (Operational Test & 
Evaluation) with the Helicopter Transition Unit at Ohakea so their 
participation in the airshow was a close run thing, with the HTU 
Team working tirelessly to have the aircraft available for display. 
The quantum leap forward in technology and capability that the 
NH90 presents over the UH-1H Iroquois is obvious. This is the 
first RNZAF helicopter capable of  operating in a high-threat 
environment, with removable ballistic armour for the cockpit and 
cabin, as well as an advanced self-protection system, comprising 
Laser/Radar and IR Warning receivers coupled with decoy 
launchers. It will be armed with the same Mag-58 Machine Gun 
used on the Iroquois but can carry 12 fully equipped troops (versus 
6), and has the capacity to lift one of  the Army’s Light Operational 
Vehicles. Weather and terrain avoidance radar is fitted, along with a 
glass NVG-compatible cockpit. The aircraft is controlled by a digital 
fly-by-wire system and four-axis autopilot. With its folding main 
rotor blades and tail boom, up to four NH90s can be deployed on 
the Navy’s HMNZS Canterbury Multi-Role Vessel. 

The NH90 will carry out a wide range of  roles for the New 
Zealand Government, such as Tactical Battlefield Transport, SAR 
and Disaster Relief, as well as perform missions for the Police, 
Customs, Maritime NZ, Civil Defence and NZAID. The aircraft 
is fitted with a twin electric hoist, a digital moving map display and 
its own Auxiliary Power Unit. The RNZAF NH90s are all wired 
for the future incorporation of  FLIR (Forward Looking Infra Red) 
and HMD (Helmet Mounted Display). The RNZAF is waiting for 
this technology to mature on the platform in order to minimise risk 
before it is installed. 

For the Medivac role the helicopter can carry 9 stretchers plus 
medical crew, and the large internal dimensions allow the loading of  
palletised cargo. Powered by two Rolls-Royce Turbo Mecca RTM 
322-01/9 turbine engines, the NH90 is capable of  ‘hover-in-flight’ 
refuelling, whilst external fuel tanks can extend the NH90s range to 
1260km.

In the words of  the NH90 Flight Commander SQNLDR Chris 
Andrew, “This aircraft can carry twice as much payload, twice as 
far, in a much more survivable airframe and with all the modern 
communications required to integrate seamlessly with our allies.” 
A total of  8 aircraft have been purchased to replace the UH-
1H Iroquois, along with one ‘attrition’ airframe. So far only two 
examples are in the hands of  HTU at Ohakea, with the rest being 
delivered over the next few years. The NZDF came into the NH90 
program quite late, and avoided much of  the trouble other nations 
had with their prototypes since the technology had matured by the 
time our airframes were built.

Given the early stage of  testing that the aircraft are in, the 
Ohakea display by SQNLDR Phil Wilson was limited to basic 
handling. It was nonetheless impressive to see the Air Force’s 
newest aircraft in the air and we look forward to further capability 
demonstrations in the future.

First public NH90 display

Two of the eight new NH90 helicopters for the RNZAF are now with the 
Helicopter Transition Unit at Ohakea and were demonstrated for the first 

time at the 75th Anniversary Airshow. Bristling with technology, they offer 
around twice the payload and range of the 40 year old Iroquois’ they will 

replace. At close to $100m apiece including support and logistics, they are 
expected to provide a not dissimilar length of service to New Zealand.  

THE BIG drawcard for many at the airshow was 
the participation of  no less than six Royal Australian 
Air Force F/A-18A Hornet fighter jets from 77SQN, 
supported by an RAAF C-17. The Hornets flew 
impressive displays, with an exhilarating solo routine as 
well as a four-ship formation flight. The quite incredible 
solo routine included a ‘Square Loop’ manoeuvre, 
with the aircraft performing near right angle turns at 
each corner of  the loop, producing some great looking 
contrails as its control surfaces worked overtime to 
keep the aircraft stable. At least one of  the climbing 
manoeuvres required a 6G pull over at the top to stay 
within the allocated 20,000 feet of  airspace. Thousands 
of  spectators who spent hours in traffic jams getting to 
the show were happy to declare it all worthwhile after just 
that one display.

The formation flight was exceptionally close, at times 
with the aircraft wings overlapping, a tactic employed 
to make the aircraft look like one large target on hostile 
radar rather than four separate aircraft.

RAAF F/A-18 Hornets

1. The B47G-3B-2 Sioux was the very first helicopter 
to be flown by the RNZAF and has remained their 
helicopter trainer since 1965. Only recently retired after 
being replaced by the A109, one example is kept in flying 
condition and gave a popular display with the theme 
from M*A*S*H* playing in the background.

2. Instantly recognisable by sight or sound, the UH-1H 
Iroquois has been serving the RNZAF since 1966. 13 
aircraft will remain in service for a few years longer as 3 
SQN gradually transitions to the NH90. Four UH-1H’s 
flew together in a capability display that included the fast 
roping of  soldiers onto the runway, and the dropping of  
two cars onto the airfield. These helicopters will leave 
behind an enduring legacy when they retire, but they still 
have some work to do yet!

3. Completing the transformation to a high-tech modern 
helicopter force is the AgustaWestland A109 LUH, 
now the RNZAF’s training and Light Utility Helicopter. 
Known as the ‘Mako’ in RNZAF service, all aircrew will 
now carry out their training on this helicopter before 
transitioning to the NH-90 or SH-2 Seasprite. The A109 
will also be used for light operational roles, reducing the 
need to use the expensive and heavy NH90. The A109 
is equipped with a four-axis auto pilot and a winch. 
It carries a full communications suite, allowing it to 
interoperate with other government agencies and act as a 
communications node for the rest of  the NZDF.

4. The Royal New Zealand Navy operates five Kaman 
SH-2G Super-Seasprite helicopters. The Seasprite 
performs many roles for the RNZN, including Combat 
missions, Surveillance, Search & Rescue, Media, VIP 
and Utility tasks. They can operate off  the two ANZAC 
Frigates and the Multi-Role Vessel HMNZS Canterbury, 
as well as the two Offshore Patrol Vessels. The Seasprite 
display included the demonstration ‘rescue’ and hoisting 
of  a stranded sailor. 

NZ Military Helicopters
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COINCIDING with the 
75th Anniversary Air show 
was Exercise Kiwi Flag 
2012, a multi-lateral tactical 
air mobility exercise, which 
drew contributors from the 
USA, Australia, Singapore 
and France. Based out of  
RNZAF Base Whenuapai, 
the exercise saw fixed wing 
tactical training with tasks 
including aircraft mission 
generation and recovery, 
low-level navigation and 
the airdrop of  cargo and 
personnel to Kaipara and 
Raumai Air Weapons Ranges. 
Running from March 24 to 
April 5, the exercise formed 
a key part of  readiness 
training for the New Zealand 
Defence Force, and aimed 
to improve interoperability between the various participants. The 
international visitors were very keen to make good use of  New 
Zealand’s excellent and varied low flying terrain. 

The USAF bought 70 aircrew and two Boeing C-17 Globemaster 
III to the exercise, and while these aircraft are relatively common 
here with regular C-17 flights out of  Christchurch in support of  
the US Antarctic Program, the Lockheed KC-130J’s that the United 
States Marine Corp brought to New Zealand have never been seen 
in NZ before. The Royal Australian Airforce came with a C-130J, 
and the Republic of  Singapore Air Force arrived with a KC-130H, 
minus its air-to-air refuelling equipment. A frequent visitor to 
Whenuapai is the EADS/CASA C235 of  the French Air Force, 
based out of  New Caledonia. 

The participants flew all over the country during the exercise. 
SQNLDR Andy Scott, the RNZAF exercise director commented 
that “Only here in New Zealand can you have such a diverse range 
of  low-flying terrain within such a small area. The foreign pilots 
find the type of  flying they can do here thrilling and challenging. 
The fact they also get to show off  their aircraft at our 75th 
Anniversary Airshow is a real bonus for everybody.” Indeed, the 
visiting aircraft attracted so much attention in the static displays that 
each aircraft had long queues of  people waiting to board them.

Exercise Kiwi Flag

Teams from the USA, Singapore, 
Australian and French Air Forces 

participated in a tactical air mobility 
exercise during the RNZAF 75th 

Anniversary celebrations.

Foreign Visitors
OF THE several foreign aircraft present, 
flying displays were given by the F/A-18s 
and the USAF C-17, while the others were 
on static display for the enjoyment of  many 
who took the opportunity for a look inside. 

1. The C-17 put on an impressive 
routine, showing off  the attributes that 
make this huge aircraft so successful. Its 
Short Take Off  & Landing (STOL) abilities 
were obvious as it lifted off  and landed 
using a very small amount of  runway for an 
aircraft this size. The C-17 can carry more 
than 70,000kg over vast distances, and 
operate from unprepared airstrips. To give 
a sense of  scale to this behemoth, it can fit 
an entire C-130 Hercules payload onto its 
rear ramp and still lift it up and down.

2. A rare, not to mention expensive, 
visitor to NZ was the RAAF ‘Wedgetail’ 
AWACS aircraft. Based on a Boeing 
737 airframe, the system incorporates 
the Northrop Grumman M-AESA 
(Multifunction Active Electronically 
Scanned Array) radar. This very capable 
radar can track multiple targets the size of  
golf  balls out to over 400km in air-to-air 
mode, as well as perform surface scans. 
This aircraft is far more than an airborne 
early warning system; it can also act as 
a command post, communications hub 

and has significant electronic warfare and 
intelligence gathering capabilities. Though 
it was on static display at the airshow it was 
kept well under guard and no civilians were 
allowed inside.

3. This EADS/CASA C-235 of  the 
French Air Force operates out of  New 
Caledonia, and is a frequent visitor here. 
Capable of  tactical air-lift, medivac and 
multi-engine training, the C-235 or its larger 
C-295 cousin could make ideal platforms to 
fulfil RNZAF requirements as the C-130’s 
approach the end of  their lives. Working 
alongside a larger airlifter such as the 
A400M, C-130J or KC390, the C-235 could 
provide a cost effective alternative to heavy 
lift aircraft on smaller missions.

4. The United States Marine Corp 
KC-130J is capable of  air-to-air refuelling 
other aircraft and helicopters in flight using 
its ‘Hose & Drogue’ AAR pods. This is a 
very versatile tanker aircraft and can fly fast 
enough to refuel jet fighters, but also slow 
enough to refuel helicopters. ‘Fast’ or ‘slow’ 
pods are carried depending on the mission. 

5. The Republic of  Singapore Air Force 
KC-130H is one of  six operated by the 
RSAF, and is capable of  refuelling other 
aircraft, or helicopters, in flight. NZ has a 
strong relationship with the defence forces 
of  Singapore, with their army carrying out 
a lot of  training at Waiouru.

6. The RAAF’s C-130J is in 
the running as the replacement 
for the RNZAF’s C-130H’s 
around 2020. The C-130J is far 
more than just an upgrade to 
the existing Hercules airframe, 
being completely new-built 
and with significant engine and 
performance advances.

7. The RAAF F/A-18 
Hornets were the star of  the 
show for many. See separate 
text on page 26 of  this issue.
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The Warbird and Civilian Participants

1. The two airworthy DC-3’s flying in 
New Zealand flew together at the airshow, 
as well as offering sightseeing rides. One of  
the most important and numerous aircraft 
ever built, the DC-3 / C-47 Dakota played 
a large role in New Zealand’s aviation 
scene, from airlines and freight services, 
through to low level topdressing and 
military service.

2. The simulated dogfight between the 
F.2B Bristol Fighter, flown by Andrew 
Vincent, and the Fokker D.VII, flown by 
Scott Mackenzie, was a highlight for many 
at the airshow. As they twirled around each 
other at not much more than stall speed, 
they brought back echoes from the past, 
re-living the era of  ‘real’ flying. Both these 
aircraft are replicas, the F.2B being built by 
Ed Store in Memphis, Tennessee, and the 
D.VII built in France for the 1966 Movie 
‘Blue Max’, and then rebuilt by The Vintage 
Aviator here in New Zealand.

3. Doug Brooker flew his twin seat ex-
SAAF TR9 Spitfire (pictured), and Brendon 
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Deere’s Mk IXc Spitfire was flown by 
SqnLdr Sean Perrett. An ex Harrier pilot 
for the RAF Sean is now an instructor for 
the RNZAF. However once they were both 
airborne their planned display was called 
off, which was a real shame since the sight 
of  these two Spitfires in the air with each 
other is a sight to behold. 

4. Graham Bethell’s P51-D Mustang 
has been displaying at air shows in New 
Zealand for many years, but still captivates 
the audience, with his immaculately 
maintained and displayed aircraft always 
impressing both seasoned airshow goers 
and first-timers alike. The P-51D was one 
of  the most successful aircraft of  WWII, 
and was in service until 1957 with the 
RNZAF who operated 30 examples.

5. Simon Gault has been flying the 
Thunder Mustang at airshows in New 
Zealand for many years now, and this is 
the sole example flying outside the USA 
at this time. With the addition of  modern 
materials and a V-12 engine, this aircraft 

HAVING returned to the skies only recently, the Hawker Hunter 
was a highly anticipated participant, and Dave Phillips put on his 
usual outstanding display of  low and fast passes in this very loud 
and impressive jet. But it was Dave’s later display in the Tiger Moth 
that really cemented his reputation as a virtuoso pilot. 
In what seemed like the ultimate juxtaposition, Dave Phillips 

climbed out of  the Hawker Hunter and into a Tiger Moth which 
he twirled around the sky in a variety of  graceful low-level 
manoeuvres that were an absolute delight to watch. Entranced by 
what they were seeing, the Tiger Moth display silenced many in the 
audience… most thinking “I didn’t know you could do THAT with 
a Tiger Moth”.

out performs the original in almost every 
respect.

6. The Yak-52 Team has a reputation for 
an extremely tight and impressive display. 
Airmanship is obvious as this team, drawn 
from various civilian owners and syndicates, 
comes together to fly manoeuvres in 
meticulous wing-tip to wing-tip formations. 
In their finale, two different formations 
rejoin as they fly toward the crowd then 
perform an impressive split-break.

7. Air New Zealand brought its brand 
new Boeing 777 to the airshow, where 
it attracted much attention in the static 
display, as hundreds of  people queued to 
get on board. A point of  interest in this 
aircraft is the new ‘Sky Couch’ economy 
seats and, of  course, its unique All Black 
paint scheme.

8. Phill Hooker flew the Falcomposite 
Furio at the airshow. One of  three now 
flying in New Zealand, this modern and 
capable kitset aircraft is fully aerobatic, 
rated to +6/-4 G’s.

9. Keith Skilling is one of  New 
Zealand’s most experienced display pilots, 
and for many years he has flown the sole 
airworthy ex-RNZAF FG-1D Corsair 
owned by the Old Stick and Rudder 
Company. His display is always breathtaking 
and this day proved no exception. The 
‘Whispering Death’ Corsair wreaked havoc 
on the Japanese in the Pacific Theatre of  
WWII.  The RNZAF operated 424 of  
these aircraft during the war, which were 
so successful that they were maintained by 
some Air Forces into the 1960’s.

10. Dave Brown flew the BAE 167 
Strikemaster (foreground) which was 
purchased by Brett Nicholls in 2010 and 
now sports bright green ‘V’ sponsorship 
that helps to keep it in the air.  Sixteen 
Strikemaster’s entered service with the 
RNZAF in 1972, and remained in service 
for 20 years. The De Havilland DH115 
Vampire has a long history with the 
RNZAF, staying in service for 22 years. 
Brett Emeny’s immaculate example is a 
regular on the NZ airshow circuit, yet never 
fails to impress with its gleaming silver 
finish and unique sound.

11. A rare international visitor the 
airshow was the Texan II AT-6, a small 
advanced two-seat trainer that was here 
to demonstrate to the RNZAF. Hawker 

Beechcraft is offering this aircraft to fulfil 
the new Advanced Pilot Training Aircraft 
requirement. The aircraft was flown by test 
pilot Michael Rambo, and supported with 
a background commentary straight out of  
the sales brochure.

12. Led by A320 Pilot and Warbirds 
Association President Frank Parker, the 
Roaring Forties flew a range of  thrilling 
aerobatics while in formation with their 
five Harvard aircraft. This team from 
Ardmore, and the Harvard especially, have 
a long history here in New Zealand, and are 
always a welcome sight (and sound!).

13. Halet Griffin’s de Havilland Canada 
DHC-2 Beaver, ZK-AZB, is one of  the 
last operational top-dressing Beavers in 
the world. It was Field Air’s first Beaver, 
imported to New Zealand in 1951 and 
played a large part in the development of  
New Zealand’s air-agricultural business.

14. This TBM Avenger has recently 
returned to New Zealand following many 
years in Australia. After being purchased 
by Brendon Deere the aircraft was flown 
across the Tasman by Guy Stevenson, 
via Norfolk Island for a fuel stop. The 
Avenger now resides at Ohakea and will 
be repainted back into RNZAF markings 
This was the biggest single engine aircraft 
to be used by the RNZAF. Up close you 

get a real feel for the huge size of  this 
aircraft, and it is difficult to imagine them 
being operated from the small (by todays 
standards) aircraft carriers during WWII. 
Guy Stevenson performed a lovely and 
sedate display in the Avenger, with plenty 
of  low passes and Bomb Bay door open, 
plus a simulated high angle of  attack 
Carrier Landing, including two ‘Landing 
Officers’ on the runway who signalled the 
aircraft in its approach.

15. Doug Brookers extreme aerobatics 
display in the MX-2 has to be seen to be 
believed. It’s the sort of  display you expect 
from a model aircraft rather than one with 
a real pilot inside. From multiple flat spins 
and fast barrel rolls to tail slides Doug 
Brookers routine is an exercise in the laws 
of  physics and superb airmanship.

16. Tony Unwin from Gyrate at 
Tauranga brought the Calidus Fern Gyro 
to the airshow, and its impressive display 
turned many heads. Whilst gyros can’t 
hover, they can’t stall either. They are 
exceptionally manoeuvrable and a great 
deal of  fun to fly, and Tony fielded many 
enquiries from his static display after the 
demonstration flight.

Chris Gee took virtually all the photos for this 
article. Visit his website at www.stereoimage.co.nz 
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Jeff Van West of Aviation Consumer wrote “New Zulu is in our opinion, the most comfortable over the ear headset ever worn.”

Available from
Phil Jones, 

NZ’s Lightspeed
Dealer since 1997 
Ph: 0800 116 741

specialfx.co.nz

SIERRA
The Best mid priced ANR headset

Light and Comfortable
Superb Stereo Sound

Bluetooth Compatible
Cellphone Interface

Top of the Range ANR 
New Speaker Design

Microport Vent Technology
Light and Comfortable

Unparallelled Voice Clarity
Superb Stereo Sound

Bluetooth & Cellphone



Visiting Queenstown
THINK OF Queenstown and we usually 
imagine ski fields, snow and the Winter 
Festival.  This year the festival is from 
the 22nd of  June to the first of  July. The 
iconic Queenstown event, now into its 
38th year, officially kicks off  winter in the 
stunning resort with a 10-day action-packed 
programme of  new events, established 
favourites and plenty of  entertainment and 
celebration. 

Many people have never been to 
Queenstown so how about making it your 
trip for the winter? If  you are familiar with 
QN airspace it is very straight forward, 
however for those less travelled it can 
be quite daunting. The best thing to do 
is get yourself  prepared by reading the 
Queenstown Gap booklet and the latest 
AIP Vol. 4 about arrivals and departures, 
and then back that up by talking to a local 
operator who will be happy to help. Feel 
free to call me on 03 443 4005. Arrivals 
are straight forward - initial contact is best 
on Information 128.90 after you have 
listened to ATIS on 126.40. The Tower 
is incredibly helpful. Just make sure you 
have a good study up of  the ground plate 
for post landing directions. It is a small 
journey to the apron. Taxis are plentiful at 
Queenstown, as are buses and rental cars.

 Once in town and settled into your 
accommodation, the fun can begin!  If  you 
are looking for a good hotel, I recommend 
the Heritage which is half  way up Fern Hill 
(www.heritagehotels.co.nz/queenstown).  
For those who like a stunning view but on 
a smaller budget I recommend Goldridge, 
it is super clean, rooms from $95, friendly 
staff, and a restaurant with lovely food. 
They also provide a free shuttle pick up 
for pilots flying into Queenstown and are 
members of  the CRT Co-operative. Phone 
0800 656 100 (www.goldridgeresort.co.nz). 

First stop (after the shops of  course, 
Ladies)... is the Gondola. You can take the 
45 minute walk up and have a drink and 
enjoy the view or stay a while and dine in 
the world renowned restaurant. The Luge 
is great fun for little kids and big kids too. 
The Gondola ride is best experienced at 
night as it is so beautiful looking over the 
sparkling lights of  the town below. Another 
excellent walk is up Queenstown Hill, the 
short track there takes about 45 minutes.

Dining out is a real treat in Queenstown 
as there is a huge variety on offer. For those 
of  you who haven’t been for years, it has 

changed around town but still holds the 
upbeat and excited feel that is all part of  
a Winter resort town. Minami Jujisei is a 
Japanese restaurant that has been in central 
downtown for 21 years and has lovely fresh 
cuisine (Ph. 03 442 9854). Take a drive out 
to Arrowtown for a casual wander down 
the main street and be sure to try a venison 
pie from the Arrowtown Bakery. You can 
rent a gold pan and have a go down in the 
river - yes it may be cold but gold panning 
is really fun, especially when you do find 
that elusive flake or two in the bottom of  
the pan.

While you are there, take a day out 
flying; you are literally less than an hour 
from the beautiful West Coast. Departure 
via Rat Point is simple and takes you up 
past Glenorchy into the Lord of  the Rings 
Country, or simply just some of  the best 
scenery NZ has on offer. Watch for the 
Skydivers at NZGY, along with those at 
NZWF if  you make it over the hill to visit 
the new Airport Cafe here in Wanaka.  It 
simply has the best muffins - check out 
their Facebook page to see photos (www.
facebook.com/WarbirdsandWheels). 

While you may be familiar with flying 
in the Mountains, do ask some local 
pilots for advice, and then a flight I would 
recommend is up the Shotover River to 
pass Lochnagar, it’s stunning. For a round 
trip, pop over the Shotover Saddle and 
turn left over the Cascade Saddle to fly 
down the Dart River to NZGY, or from 
the Shotover Saddle turn right to fly down 
the Matukituki Valley, to Lake Wanaka and 
return via the Cardrona valley and Ski Field. 
If  you need any advice about flying in the 
mountains please call in and see us, we are 
happy to help as it is all about keeping safe 
in our amazing mountainous playground. 
Best advice is to pick a super crisp and clear 
winter day and leave early to avoid having 
the beat the dark coming home.

Of  course who could forget the Skiing, 
with the choice of  many ski fields on your 
doorstep this makes a great day out. After 
wards try an evening cruise on the TSS 
Earnslaw which is known as the Lady of  
the Lake. This girl has been entertaining 
young and old for the last 100 years and 
provides a lovely trip out for the family. 

Winter is finally here so enjoy your 
winter flying with a few warm up trips for 
your faithful flying machine and then take 
off  on a great South Island adventure.

NZQN from above. The airfield elevation is 1171 ft.

Runway 23 approach, not in Ruth’s Tecnam this time.

Lochnagar, near the head of the Shotover Catchment.

Taking off from Runway 23 over the Frankton Arm.

contributed by Ruth Presland
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If your aircraft 
needs some care, we can 
help breathe new life into it.

www.pacificaerocoatings.com

Paint Stripping  l  Corrosion Removal
Paint	Refinishing  l  Interior Refurbishment

Award Winning Fabric
Covering and Finish System

USA

We use and supply 
Superflite	FAA	approved	
Aircraft Paint Systems

for fabric, metal 
and composite aircraft.

All to a better than new standard that 
you will be proud of for years to come.

  l  Fabric, Metal and Composite
  l  Fixed Wing and Helicopters
  l  Tiger Moths to Corporate Jets

Classic Aircraft Specialists
All Fabric services and restoration work undertaken

Material suppliers for all fabric requirements



A new home for Canterbury Gliding Club
ON April 14th the Canterbury Gliding 
Club celebrated the opening of  their 
own airfield. The new development at 
Springfield in Canterbury, approximately 
one hour’s drive from Christchurch, is a 
dedicated gliding field complete with cross 
vectors and a large hangar. And thanks to 
the generosity and fore thought of  some 
current and past members, the club owns 
the airfield. 

Saturday 14 April was a dismal day 
for flying activities. Cloud base was on 
the ground and it was bitterly cold. That 
didn’t stop around three hundred people 
from sheltering in the new purpose built 
100m x 15m hangar to listen to speeches, 
presentations and some wonderful live 
music. (The hangar has 9 bays and can 
accommodate around 14 gliders.) None 
of  the flying activities planned for the 
day occurred which was a shame. Late 
afternoon the cloud lifted enough to allow 
a couple of  winch launches to take place 
with one of  the club’s two seaters taking 
some ex-members for a quick ride. 

Canterbury Gliding Club has come a 
long way since the mid 1990s when the 
plan to find the club a permanent home 
first germinated in the mind of  the then 
club president Jerry O’Neil. In those years 
the club was operating off  a recreational 
reserve in Hororata owned by the 
Department of  Conservation. This land 
was administered by the local council who 
gave all the day to day responsibilities to a 
reserve committee.

Jerry O’Neil explains. “During this 
period the main strategic issue on my 
mind was long term tenure of  Hororata. 
Our lease for the site was due for renewal 
in 2011 which at that time seemed a long 
way off. I knew however that if  the club 
could not renew the lease, or had a lease 
with unfavorable terms, then gliding would 
be virtually finished in Canterbury.” At 
his own expense Jerry engaged a resource 
lawyer who confirmed that the best option 
for the club was to own an airfield. “I 
resolved to find and personally purchase 
a suitable site as soon as possible because 
farm prices were very low at that time. This 
was before the dairy boom. The first thing 
I did was to determine the criteria for a 
suitable site, a whole subject of  its own. It 
took about two and a half  years of  covert 
looking to find the farm for sale at Clover 
Hill near Springfield.” 

With the financial help of  his friends, 
pioneer glider pilots and long term CGC 
members Dick Georgeson and Jon 
Hamilton the farm was purchased. Most 
members of  the club still knew nothing 
of  the plan. After the purchase a trust was 
formed to hold the land asset and to ensure 
the property is available for the Canterbury 
Gliding Club well into the future.

One of  the first to be let into the secret 
was Warwick Bethwaite who became the 
project manager for the field development. 
It is about ten years since Warwick took 
what was then a working farm and began 
the processes involved in turning it into 
an airfield. He says, “Club members Pete 
Chadwick and Rob Hay were involved 
from day one. We drew up a number of  
development scenarios and long lists of  
things to do. Council compliancy issues 
and effects on our new neighbours soon 
became the obvious big ones that needed 
immediate action.” Resource consents took 
up a great deal of  time.

A certificate of  compliance was 
eventually issued and finally the club 
members were let into the secret. Members 
then got down to the real work. Hedges 
were removed, fences came out, cattle yards 
were dismantled, trees cut down, bonfires 
lit, conditioning crops planted, ground 
levelled, drains re-routed, concrete laid, 
vectors planted, new fences built, access 
tracks and a carpark formed.  A large 
hangar was built and work still remains on 
the camping ground and kid’s playground. 
The place will be very family friendly.

Warwick says, “We had to hire in some 
heavy machinery for some of  these jobs, 
but a lot of  the work has been done by a 
small number of  dedicated club volunteers. 
It’s taken a while but it’s looking stunning 
and the soaring we’re having from the site 
shows Jerry O’Neil’s choice was a good 
one.”

For visitors wanting to come and see, 
the Canterbury Gliding Club’s new home is 
just off  Highway 73. Turn onto Dalethorpe 
Road at Annat. The field is on the left 
when you run out of  seal. The club’s phone 
number is (03) 318 4758. Please no fly ins 
though. It’s a glider field.

I’m Jill McCaw and I’m editor and publisher of  
SoaringNZ, the official journal of  Gliding NZ. 
For subscriptions and details on other gliding clubs 
see the GNZ website:   www.gliding.co.nz

Club members have turned out for some quite 
intensive working bees

Farmer club members have provided specialist 
know-how, equipment and time.

A busy and active gliding site.

Springfield provides easy access to the playground of 
the Canterbury Plains and Southern Alps.

contributed by Jill McCaw
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We enhance and protect your asset. Authorised CorrosionX Applicator     

Specialist Cleaning and Valet Services for all sizes of Fixed and Rotary 
Wing Aircraft including Leather Care and Anti Corrosion Treatment. 
Invest in your aircraft’s future value and in your own peace of mind.

Contact Chris  021 262 2272           www.adnz.co.nz

Ploughed and ready to sow (showing temporary strip 
used while main vectors were being developed).
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Jim Rankin’s 
Gyro Experience

JIM’S previous autogyro experience hadn’t 
been the best. An Air Force colleague had 
purchased one many years back and flown 
into Wigram. Then as Jim watched the 
take-off, his axle broke and the aircraft 
rolled onto its side with rotors turning, 
beating itself  into the ground in the 
process. The pilot was fine except for 
the loss of  his aircraft. At the time, the 
experience reinforced the notion that this 
was something to be avoided. 

Having followed the gyro scene since, 
Jim was aware that modern gyros are 
considerably different to the early ones in 
New Zealand. Gyros have developed like 
microlights did (Jim was in fact among 
the first half  dozen to fly rag and tube 
microlights in NZ) and in the same way 
that microlights of  today are a far contrast 
to the early versions, so to are gyros.

After meeting Tony Unwin from 
Tauranga-based Gyrate at Warbirds Over 

Wanaka in 2008 when Tony displayed 
there, Jim resolved to go flying with him, 
having been “incredibly impressed with the 
professionalism Tony had shown”. (Jim was 
Display Director for the event.)

Flying with Tony
On a trip north in 2011, after stopping 

at Taupo on the way for a skydive, Jim 
headed to Tauranga to see Tony. They had 
a great day, culminating in Jim’s daughter 
also going for a ride. In Jim’s words: “Tony 
was very welcoming and we had a good 
briefing for our flight to and around Mount 
Maunganui. I was impressed with Gyrate’s 
Eagle gyros and their engineering and build 
quality looked as good as any production 
aircraft. My first flight was from the back 
seat, which is Tony’s standard practice such 

With “just about everything that flies” in his 
logbook, it was time for Jim Rankin to try a gyro. 

He recommends the experience and says that 
“most pilots would be pleasantly surprised”.

that passengers get the feeling of  the aircraft and gain confidence 
in the open cockpit environment before transitioning to the front 
seat. It’s not an issue if  you have flown open cockpits before but it 
would be a novel experience for some.”

During most introductory flights, Tony demonstrates the 
aircraft’s performance and manoeuvrability, and if  requested will 
simulate an engine failure to a low approach and overshoot on the 
beach at Matakana Island. Jim says; “I was pleasantly surprised 
by the performance. It was easy to fly and once in forward flight 
everything was pretty intuitive. The most difficult aspect was 
managing the correct increase of  rotor speed on our take-off  
roll such that the ground roll was minimised, ground speed not 
necessarily having a direct relationship with lift produced.”

Controllability also impressed, Jim saying; “They are also very 
stable and remarkably responsive – it does just what you tell it to. 
When approaching to land close in behind a 172 it was easy to 
increase separation simply by slowing down and loitering, then for 
landing it was easy to place the gyro exactly where you wanted to 
go. I was also surprised with how easy it was to conduct a slalom 
exercise around the runway lights – the gyro was very controllable 
and easy to fly.”

Comfort impressed too; “The ride was remarkably smooth 
for the number of  rotating components involved. It was certainly 
smoother than some helicopters I’ve flown, with little vibration 
through the airframe or the controls.”

As for utility, Jim concludes that “Gyros are a ‘funsy’ machine 
for local air operations. It would be ideal to have one for visiting 
mates on a nice day. I probably wouldn’t buy one myself  as I like 
going upside down way too much, so an aircraft I bought for fun 
would be aerobatic (though you can really throw gyros around if  
you want to). Having said that, if  there was one available locally that 
I could fly for fun, then I would happily do so. The performance 
and operating costs of  the new breed of  gyros does make them a 
viable alternative to fixed-wing microlights and light aircraft and if  
I was flying for fun, then an open cockpit would be just fine. The 
newer enclosed cockpits probably provide more cross-country 
utility though I haven’t flown one of  those yet.”

In terms of  safety and cost, Jim says that he “never felt the least 
bit unsafe, partly due to the high professional standards shown 
by Tony. I was quite happy to let my daughter go flying with him 
in the gyro. As for cost, they do represent very good value for 
money when compared with new fixed-wing aircraft of  similar 
performance.”

A recommendation
And a recommendation? Jim says “Yes I’d recommend having 

a go. You’ve got to try everything at least once, and I think most 
pilots would be pleasantly surprised by the experience. I’d highly 
recommend Tony Unwin for his very professional and friendly 
approach. He has a real passion for gyros and it really shows. 

I also commend Tauranga ATC – they must be some of  the 
best in the country and do a great job dealing with everything from 
regular commercial turbo-props through flight training, down to a 
thriving sport aviation community. They were very accommodating 
of  the ‘non-standard’ ops that we were doing in the gyro.”

Footnote: Jim was Organiser of  the Ohakea airshow and says he was very 
pleased to invite Tony to demonstrate at the show. He intends returning to 
Tauranga for more gyro flying soon. KiwiFlyer thanks Jim for his time with our 
questions. We’re enthusiasts too and it’s great to be able to present such a well-
qualified viewpoint of  the gyro sport.

Gyrate at Tauranga offer introductory gyro flights as well as professional training and 
aircraft sales / support. Both open cockpit and fully enclosed gyros are available. Contact Tony Unwin 
on 0800 FLY-A-GYRO for more information or to book your own introductory flight.

Jim Rankin needs little introduction to aviation enthusiasts in New Zealand. After a 37 year flying career 
in the RNZAF, Jim has 10,000 hours in his logbook from Tiger Moths to Aermacchi and Hercules, and 
including “just about everything that flies”. He is a civil A-Cat Instructor and Air Force A1 Qualified 
Flying Instructor, and was Squadron Leader of  the Red Checkers for 5 seasons. A passionate aviator, Jim is 
now also involved with CAA  in a part-time safety and training role. Jim says that he has tried most forms 
of  aviation over the years, and has just purchased a hot air balloon. Gyros had always been on his list to do.

We offer services for:

Importing and Sourcing

Japanese logbook translation

Business Development Advice

Introduction and Liaison

Contact: Yasuo Ariyama    P: 021 297 7715   E: jnzac@hotmail.com

Cicaré SIngle & Tandem Kit Helicopters
(Rotax 914 turbo - max power to 11,000 ft)

Contact: Phil Sowersby at Hastings
Home: 06 878 8896  Mobile: 027 244 9890  Email: springbox@ihug.co.nz

www.brumbyhelicopters.com.au



Malcolm: 027 484 0635  E: malcolm@mefs.co.nz        
www.middleearthflyingschool.co.nz

Train at Matamata with
Middle Earth Flying School

Personalised PPL, CPL 
and MEIR Training

No wasted taxi or holding time

Controlled airspace moments away

Focused	and	cost	efficient

Our brand new Tecnam Twin is here

Owned and run by airline pilots with 
experience spanning four decades

Ph/Fax: 09 298 1899
or 0508 CHOPPER
E: info@chopper.co.nz

www.chopper.co.nz

FLIGHT TRAINING
THEORY COURSES

TYPE RATINGS
S300 R22 R44 B206

CHARTER  .  SCENICS
PHOTOGRAPHY

SURFING  .  BANNERS

We offer professional training in a
friendly and relaxed environment

where graduates may also participate
in our commercial operations. 

Call us for an information pack or 
a trial flight to start your career today.

Providing Personalised Training to Private and Commercial Pilots for over 20 years 

See our websites for full information 

www.waypoints.co.nz
www.pilotbooks.co.nz

Contact: Mark Woodhouse
waypoints@clear.net.nz

Professional Aviation 
Ground Courses and 

PilotBooks Training Manuals

Enquiries and Enrolments being taken 
for the following upcoming courses:

Basic Turbine Knowledge
14-15 August & 20-21 November

ATPL Block Course  
(all 7 subjects) 12 June - 6 August

PilotBooks Training Manuals for:

PPL, CPL, 
IR, BTK and ATPL

l	Instructor rating continued competence
l	Part 115 / 135 / 125 VFR and IFR competency checks
l	Private Pilot Licence issue
l	Instrument rating continued competence
l	Removal of limitations ILS, NDB, GPS issue
l	Aerobatic rating issue and renewal

Flight Examiners available throughout NZ for:

King Air simulator available

Instructional techniques training courses

Contact:  Steve Kingsbury on 07 866 5623  
Email: steve.kingsbury@flighttestnz.co.nz

www.flighttestnz.co.nz

FLIGHT   TRAINING
Pacific Helicopter Training introduces revolutionary 

safety standards with the new Guimbal Cabri G2. 

We have limited student numbers to 
ensure personalised career training.

Contact us for PPL and CPL training, Type Ratings for 
G2, R22, R44, Night Ratings and Instructor Ratings.

Christchurch International Airport
Contact Chris:   P: 03 359 6891   M: 027 316 8444  

E:  chris@pacificaircraft.co.nz

www.pacifichelicoptertraining.co.nzMore safety.  More utility.  More fun !

Hour Building, PPL or CPL Training, Ratings, or just for fun!
Rates start from just $75/hr.   Ph: 07 825 4881 or 021 079 2873
E:    bandrumairservices@live.com                 www.bandrumairservices.com

Affordable Hour Building in our Piper Tomahawk PA38
Teaching outstanding skills taught to us 

by	the	pioneers	of	mountain	flying	

Next Mountain Flying Skills courses: 
21st-24th June   &  12th-15th July

P: 03 443 4005  
E:	info@u-flywanaka.co.nz

www.mountainflyingnewzealand.com

Call to enquire about our half and full day packages or your individual requirements

KiwiFlyerTraining Services
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ARRIVALS - February/March 2012
BPC Cub Crafters CC11-160 Peter And Bruce Clulow  Wanaka  Aeroplane 
CGM Evektor - Aertechnik Harmony Aeroflight Aviation Limited  Cust  Aeroplane 
CSS Cub Crafters CC11-160 Mr R J Gray  Bombay  Aeroplane 
DKP Cessna 180K D & K Properties Limited  Tauranga  Aeroplane 
FDD Flight Design CTLS Mr L Weller  Tutukaka  Microlight Class 2
FKR Airdrome Fokker D-VII Replica Mr G Burt  Queenstown  Microlight Class 1
GCX Rolladen-Schneider LS 4-a Mr J M O’Neill  Christchurch  Glider 
IAN Robinson R44 II Platinum Corporation Limited  Auckland  Helicopter 
IBC Aerospatiale AS 350BA Mount Hutt Helicopters Limited  Ashburton  Helicopter 
ITJ Hughes 369E Hill Country Helicopters 1986 Ltd  Wanganui  Helicopter 
KBU Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane 
KDM Rainbow Aircraft Cheetah Mr K D Mattson  Ngaruawahia  Microlight Class 2
KDW Tecnam P2008 Mr K I Walker  Pukeatua  Aeroplane 
KOT Rans S-6ES Coyote II Mr J Leslie  Twizel Microlight Class 2
MEG Tecnam P2002 Sierra RG Mr G R Addison  Opotiki  Microlight Class 2
MGN Magni Gyro M22 Voyager Moissanite NZ Limited  Auckland  Gyroplane 
MHG ICP Savannah XL Dr M H Glen  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
NIP Rans S-7S Courier Mr J D Levers  Kerikeri  Microlight Class 2
PNG Ultramagic H-77 Mr J Snodgrass  Cambridge  Balloon 
PWP RANS S-6S Coyote II Mr Hurley  Geraldine  Microlight Class 2
RPT Mudrovcich Pearse 1903 Replica Mr I A Mudrovcich  Auckland  Microlight Class 1
RRA Avro 652A Anson Mk I RR Aviation Limited  Wakefield  Aeroplane 
SDA Cessna 182P Mr T B Green  Auckland  Aeroplane 
SGS RANS S-6S Coyote II Mr R N Eden  Waimate  Microlight Class 2
SPD Zenith Zodiac CH 601- HD Mr S P Dunning  Wellington  Microlight Class 2
TJD Morgan Cheetah Sierra 100 Mr T J Duncan  Wanaka  Microlight Class 2
VVS Yakovlev Yak-3M Yak 3 Fighter Syndicate  Auckland  Aeroplane

TRANSFERS - February/March 2012
BRO Piper PA-18A-150 Mrs S A Eilers  Hastings  Aeroplane 
BRQ Piper PA-18A-150 Izard Pacific Aviation Ltd  Taupo  Aeroplane 
BWK Cessna 180 Edward Pinckney Limited  Otautau  Aeroplane 
CBZ Cessna 172M Sunair Aviation Ltd Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane 
CMP Champion 7ECA Marlborough Aero Club (Inc)  Blenheim  Aeroplane 
CNQ Piper PA-28-140 The Great NZ Honey Company Ltd  Christchurch  Aeroplane 
CUW Piper PA-28-140 Mr K B Smith  Christchurch  Aeroplane 
CUY Piper PA-28-140 Mr K B Smith  Christchurch  Aeroplane 
CVW Evans VP-2 UL Mr R E Baker  Palmerston North  Microlight Class 2
CXM Cessna 177B Izard Pacific Aviation Ltd  Taupo  Aeroplane 
CXN Cessna 172K Mr A B Robertson  Geraldine  Aeroplane 
DAH Cessna A185E Palms on George Ltd  Pukekohe  Aeroplane 
DEA Piper PA-28-180 Mr D C Trust Thames  Aeroplane 
DFH Cessna 172L Mr G A Shaw  Auckland  Aeroplane 
DHU Cessna 172M Izard Pacific Aviation Ltd  Taupo  Aeroplane 
DJE NZ Aerospace FU24-950 Skydive Waikato (2009) Limited Fox Glacier  Aeroplane 
ECF Jodel D.11 Mr T Den Haan  Cust  Amat Built Aeroplane
ECJ BA Jetstream 3200 Model 3201 Airwork Flight Operations Limited Manukau  Aeroplane 
EFT Grumman American AA-5B International Investments Ltd Manukau  Aeroplane 
EIB Piper PA-32R-300 BV Medical Limited Auckland  Aeroplane 
ETS Cessna A152 Helipro Aviation Training Limited Paraparaumu  Aeroplane 
FMV Cessna 152 Tauranga Aero Club (Inc)  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane 
GRC Schempp-Hirth Discus CS Mr J M O’Neill Christchurch  Glider 
GSS Schleicher ASW 28 Mr AF Faulkner Nelson  Glider 
GVM Schempp-Hirth Discus-2cT Mr P K Knight  Pukekohe  Power Glider 
GWW PZL-Swidnik PW-5 “Smyk” Piako Gliding Club (Inc) Matamata  Glider 
HAY Bell 206B Helicopters South Canterbury Ltd Timaru  Helicopter 
HCM KHI Kawasaki-Hughes 369D High Country Helicopters Ltd Waikaia  Helicopter 
HFG Robinson R44 II Helicare Services Ltd Nelson  Helicopter 
HFU Robinson R22 Beta Property Prospects Limited Tauranga  Helicopter 
HGO Aerospatiale AS 350BA Heli-Works Queenstown Helicopters Queenstown  Helicopter 
HGU Robinson R44 II Grace Helicopters Ltd  Wanaka  Helicopter 
HJA Robinson R22 Beta Helilease NZ Limited Auckland  Helicopter 
HKV Eurocopter EC 130 B4 Silver Fern Helicopters Ltd Silverdale  Helicopter 
HLB Robinson R44 Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura  Helicopter 
HPY Robinson R22 Beta SueJess Investments Limited  Australia Helicopter 
HRY Robinson R44 II Helihunt ‘N’ Fish Taupo Limited Taupo  Helicopter 
HUV Robinson R22 Beta Astral Helicopters Ltd Rotorua  Helicopter 
HWT Robinson R44 Mr T A Rodger  Christchurch  Helicopter 
HYF Robinson R44 II Alpine Deer Group Ltd Wanaka  Helicopter 
ICJ Bell 47G-3B-1 H F T Limited  Auckland  Helicopter 
ICV Bell 206L Helinorth Holdings Limited Tangiteroria  Helicopter 
IPT Kawasaki BK117 B-2 Mount Hutt Helicopters Limited Ashburton  Helicopter 
IRA Hughes 369D Precision Helicopters Ltd Upper Urenui  Helicopter 
IRP Bell 427 North Shore Helicopters Limited Albany  Helicopter 
ISS Robinson R66 Mr D J Irvine  Christchurch  Helicopter 
ISW Bell 206B Salt Air Limited Paihia  Helicopter 
ITS Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Maritime Research Inc Auckland  Helicopter 
ITT Robinson R44 II Southern Lakes Helicopters Ltd Te Anau  Helicopter 
IXE Innovator Mosquito XE Mr B M Oswald Whakatane  Microlight Class 2
JBU Cessna 152 Eagle Flight Training Limited Papakura  Aeroplane 
JCX Quad City Challenger II Mr A S Christiansen  Tauranga  Microlight Class 2
JFN Zenair Zodiac 601 UL B M Whiteman and G Mitchell  Whangaparaoa  Microlight Class 2
JHF Piper PA-38-112 Plane Aviation Limited  Christchurch  Aeroplane 
JIB Cessna 172M Skydive Ballistic Blondes Limited  Whangarei  Aeroplane 
JIC Cessna 152 Eagle Flight Training Limited Papakura  Aeroplane 
JVC Piper PA-38-112 Eagle Flight Training Limited  Papakura  Aeroplane 
KBR Pacific Aerospace 750XL Para-Club Grenchen Umgangweg Switzerland Aeroplane 
KBT Pacific Aerospace 750XL Gesellschaft Fur Absatzfinanzierung Germany Aeroplane 
KDW Tecnam P2008 K I & D P Walker  Pukeatua  Aeroplane 
KIW AutoGyro Europe MT03 eagle Mr B C J A Russell  Whangarei  Microlight Class 2
KJO Boeing-Stearman A75N1 Marlborough Aero Club (Inc)  Blenheim  Aeroplane 
KVB Cessna 172N Plane Aviation Limited Christchurch  Aeroplane 
LAK Partenavia P 68C Air Manawatu Ltd Feilding  Aeroplane 
MBG Piper PA-28-161 Wellington Aero Club (Inc)  Wellington  Aeroplane 
MDF Cessna 152 Golden Wings Flight Training Ltd  Nelson  Aeroplane 
MDT Flyitalia MD-3 Rider MDT Syndicate Mercer  Microlight Class 2
MMM Hawker Beechcraft B300 Golden Wings Limited Nelson  Aeroplane 
MYF Partenavia P 68B Eagle Flight Training Limited  Papakura  Aeroplane 
NFS Piper PA-34-200 Plane Aviation Limited Christchurch  Aeroplane 
NPH Cessna A152 Vistic Limited Napier  Aeroplane 
continued on next page...

NEW AIRCRAFT  |  USED AIRCRAFT  |  ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE
Hawker	Pacific	are	New	Zealand’s	one-stop	rotary	and	fixed	wing	maintenance	facility	under	one	roof	at	Ardmore.
Contact	Peter	McCarty	on	09	295	0665,		email:	peter.mccarty@hawkerpacific.com www.hawkerpacific.com

FOR ALL FIXED WING AND ROTARY 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND
AVIONICS REQUIREMENTS,
CONTACT HAWKER PACIFIC 

AT ARDMORE ON 09 295 0665

NZ’S ONE-STOP ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE FACILITY ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

Buying an aircraft?  -  We can help with checks and upgrades
See us for Assessments, Cosmetics, Avionics, Modifications, and Ongoing Maintenance Programmes to Suit Your Needs.

Selling an aircraft?  -  We can complete your preparations for sale
See us for Checks, Corrosion Control, Cosmetics, CoA, and more.

Avionics, Airframe, Engines, Hydraulics, Components…      Genuine Beech, Cessna, Piper, and Helicopter Parts in stock.

Contact Peter McCarty
P: 09 295 0665

E: peter.mccarty@hawkerpacific.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore.

www.hawkerpacific.com

ZK-DKP Cessna 180K
DAVID Campbell of  Tauranga recently 
imported a Cessna 180K into New 
Zealand. He says the project began a 
couple of  years ago he was flown into Big 
Bay in Fiordland aboard a Cessna 180. 

Being witness to the performance and load 
carrying capability of  this aircraft and the 
fact that it was a tail wheel configuration (as 
he is a keen Piper Cub pilot), he made the 
following comment to those aboard ‘I gotta 
get one of  these’.

Some things we say and never do, 
but David spent the next year looking at 
Barnstormers and other similar websites 
keeping an eye on what was available, 
convincing himself  (and his wife) that 
they needed to do this. They set three 
main criteria; that it would be late model, 
low hours and factory corrosion proofed. 
They saw and thought about one particular 
aircraft for around six months, N2520K, a 
Cessna 180K Skywagon II based at a field 
called Loves Landing in Florida, around 
an hours drive North of  Orlando. The 
airframe had a total time of  1850 hours, 
was factory corrosion proofed and had only 
had two owners.

It arrived in New Zealand 10 weeks 

later having travelled the long way around 
the world. All was in perfect condition and 
it is now reassembled with a lot of  new 
paint. At the time of  writing they are still 
working through some issues associated 
with the Cessna aging aircraft programme 
– David says the paper work never ends 
and is perhaps the low point of  importing 
an aircraft! But they are looking forward to 
having ZK-DKP in the air very soon. 

ZK-RPT  Mudrovcich 
Pearse 1903 Replica

AFTER seven and a half  years of  hard 
work by Ivan Mudrovcich and his team 
their Pearse replica is nearly complete. 
Janet, Ivan’s wife told me the journey to 
this point has been incredible. She says they 
have discovered a lot of  people admire 
Richard Pearse and his contribution to 
aviation.
Ivan has built a lot of  things in his life-
time including a house, boat, race cars and 
vintage motor cycles, but says that building 
a hundred year old airplane has been the 
ultimate challenge - one has to be a forensic 
engineer to discover the brilliance of  
Pearse and to reproduce his 1903 creation 
from some rusty old engine remains and a 

written description. Check out progress so 
far on www.willitflymovie.com 

ZK-MGN  Magni Gyro 
M22 Voyager
RECENTLY arrived from South Africa 
is the first of  its type for NZ, the M22 
Voyager Magni Gyro. Leo Levine has also 
owned two M16s and one M24, amassing 
over 2000 gyro flying hours between them. 

Magni are a well-established gyro 
manufacturer in Italy with a wide product 
range. The Voyager has 150 litre storage 
pods on each side of  the fuselage creating 
useful stowage space for touring.

Leo says the M22 is an easy to fly 
and stable gyroplane for pilots who 
enjoy long flights in safety. It has a large 
tandem (carbon-fibre) cockpit with good 
protection and comfort for the pilot and 

the passenger.
Leo’s M22 is fitted with a Rotax 914 

turbo engine which was necessary for South 
African operations, as the airfield where he 
operated from was at 5500 feet AMSL and 
often operated a density altitude of  up to 
8500 feet AMSL in summer time. At sea 
level and with New Zealand’s cool climate 
the 912 Rotax would be perfect though Leo 

ZK Register Review provided courtesy of Hawker Pacific
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Fly a Robinson R22 at owner’s rates
Based at Ardmore, this aircraft presents better than new 

after a restoration grade overhaul just 100 hours ago. 

Includes   l	All new avionics   l	Powerflow	performance	exhaust
  Spidertracks   l	Traffic	awareness			l	Touch screen GPS 

  Bluetooth phone with remote   l	Helipods   l	Life jackets and PLB 
  

No monthly syndicate fee. No need to purchase a share that you 
can’t	sell	later.	No	risks	of	ownership,	just	the	benefits.

Rates from $285+GST an hour depending on usage.  Conditions apply.
Advanced instruction available. Ph:	021	667	866	or	E:	rotorflight@xtra.co.nz

said he does enjoy having the extra 15% 
power on demand from time.

The gyro can climb at around 1300 to 
1400 feet per minute with just the pilot 
and has an 80 litre fuel tank with a range 
of  approximately 4 hours with reserve, 
cruising at around 90 to 95 mph. 

ZK-FKR                    
Fokker D-VII Replica

A NEW Fokker D-Vll 80% scale replica 
aircraft has recently been completed in 
Ashburton and is ready for its first test 
flight. Two material kits were imported by 
Graham Ritchie of  Ashburton and Greg 
Burt of  Queenstown and FKR will be the 
first of  its type for New Zealand.

Produced by Airdrome Airplanes from 
Missouri, USA, the kit uses all aluminium 
tubing throughout construction and 
includes all the machined parts for control 
systems plus AN hardware, wheels, plans 
and a builders’ video. The two aircraft have 
been built side by side, Graham building his 
and Paddy McDonnell building Greg’s with 
Paddy completing the ceconite fabric work 
on both aircraft. 

Greg’s aircraft is powered by a 2180cc 
VW engine with a Valley Engineering 
reduction drive and a Culver 84x50 wooden 
propeller. It has a striking colour scheme 
with red wings and red/white fuselage and 
tail, with a very interesting piece of  art on 
the fuselage sides.

KiwiFlyerZK Register Review

Would you like to see something different in KiwiFlyer or perhaps contribute yourself?   Contact us with your ideas. 4342 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 22 www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Slipper Island section for sale - Last one left

Slipper Island is one of New Zealand’s few privately owned islands and is accessible either by aircraft or by boat from Tairua, 6nm away 
on the Coromandel Peninsular. There is one remaining section for sale. Lot 2 (4871m2) overlooks Home Bay, has a superb building 
site and would be perfect for an aviator. Contact John Hunt at Bayleys Whitianga on 0272 404 054 or email: john.hunt@bayleys.co.nz

IBIS for sale

Ibis aircraft on the Microlight register with 
28 hours TT at this time. This aircraft was 
imported from Australia and is as new. 
Ready to fly away today. 

Icom-A210 VHF radio, PS 501 Intercom. 

Rotax 912 ULS with Bolly 3 Blade ground 
adjustable propeller. 
Large 140 litre fuel capacity. Long range 
tanks at 16 litres an hour. 

$107,000 +GST
For further details phone 03 443 4005 
or email: info@u-flywanaka.co.nz 

...continued from previous page 
NPS Tecnam P2002 Sierra Mr M J S Wilkins Taupiri  Microlight Class 2
PIT Pitts S-2A Dr S W Husheer  Napier  Aeroplane 
RCO RAF 2000 GTX SE Mr J E Wilkinson  Nelson  Microlight Class 2
REW Roys Toys Magpie Mr M R Dixon  Amberley  Gyroplane 
RSR Titan Tornado II Mr M A Farr New Plymouth  Microlight Class 2
RTE Piper PA-28R-200 Carter’s Aviation New Zealand Ltd Tauranga  Aeroplane 
SBB Cessna 182N Skydive Ballistic Blondes Limited Whangarei  Aeroplane 
SET Grumman American AA-5A Reid Aviation Limited  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane 
SPN Robin R2160 Wingnut Aviation Limited North Shore City  Aeroplane 
TAM Cessna U206F Izard Pacific Aviation Ltd  Taupo  Aeroplane 
TAM Cessna U206F TAM FLIGHT LTD Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane 
TAW Piper PA-38-112 Wellington Aero Club (Inc)  Wellington  Aeroplane 
TJH Robin R 3000/160 Paul And Lyn Taylor Family Trust Tauranga  Aeroplane 
TOW Piper PA-18A-150 Piper TOW Limited Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane 
TPW Pacific Aerospace Cresco 08-600 Griffin Ag-Air Ltd  Palmerston North  Aeroplane 
TRT Titan Tornado I Mr A M Smith  Winchester  Microlight Class 1
TTD Avtex Lancair 360 TTD Syndicate Ashburton  Amat Built Aeroplane
XIT Pilatus PC-6/B2-H4 Skydive Abel Tasman Ltd Motueka  Aeroplane 
XSA North American Harvard 3* Double X Aviation Limited Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane 
YAH Cessna 172M Mr C McGoverne  Gisborne  Aeroplane 
YNZ Yakovlev Yak-52 Double X Aviation Limited Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane 
ZGR Cessna 152 Swanair Limited Paihia  Aeroplane 

DEPARTURES - February/March 2012 
ELO Cessna R172K Mr T A Hobson Feilding  Aeroplane Dest
EXJ Vector Vector 610 A A & M J Jasper Greymouth  Microlight C1 Rev
GFS LET L-13 Blanik Norfolk Aviation Sports Club  Inglewood  Glider w/d
GHT LET L-13 Blanik Norfolk Aviation Sports Club Inglewood  Glider w/d
GIS LET L-13 Blanik Norfolk Aviation Sports Club Inglewood  Glider w/d
GST Siren PIK-30 Mr M J McKellow Darfield  Power Glider Dest
HBN Eurocopter EC 130 B4 Advanced Flight Limited  Auckland  Helicopter Exp
HHX Hughes 369D Alpine Choppers Ltd (Receivership)  Queenstown  Helicopter Rev
HQL KHI Kawasaki-Hughes 369HS Station Air Ltd  Ashburton  Helicopter Dest
HTX Bell 206B Helicopters South Canterbury Ltd Timaru  Helicopter Dest
JBO Quad City Challenger II Mr A A Jasper Greymouth  Microlight C2 Rev
JEQ Rotec Panther 2 Plus Mr S J Greer  Taupo  Microlight C2 Rev
KBR Pacific Aerospace 750XL Para-Club Grenchen Umgangweg Switzerland Aeroplane Exp
MWB Eipper Quicksilver MXL II Mr A F Cross Timaru  Microlight C2 Rev
MYA Quad City Challenger II Mr A J Packington-Hall  North Shore City  Microlight C2 Rev
NEL Eipper Quicksilver MXL Mr R L Moore  Gore  Microlight C1 Rev
PVH Micro Aviation Bantam B22UL Mr A P van Heeren  Hamilton  Microlight C2 Exp
RBR Air Command Commander Elite Mr M J Morrison  Microlight C1 Rev
REL Carpenterie Pagotto Brako Gyro Mr M G Babou  Paraparaumu  Microlight C2 Exp
SJE Boeing 737-3K2 Air New Zealand Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane Exp
WEL Kavanagh D-90 Mr M A Brown  Hamilton  Balloon w/d
XXF Cameron A-210 Early Morning Balloons Ltd Hastings  Balloon Dest
YTW Aerostar Yak-52TW Chipleigh Trust  Palmerston North  Aeroplane Dest
ZAC Zlin Aviation Savage Micro Air Limited  Taumarunui  Microlight C2 Rev
ZNB Carpenterie Pagotto Brako Gyro Christel Diemer and Michel Babou  Russell  Microlight C2 Exp

For private advertisers, classified advertising in KiwiFlyer is discounted to only 
$35 including GST for 50 words and a colour photograph. Or pay by column 
space at the rate of only $10 including GST per column centimetre. Please 
contact us for commercial advertising rates.

Send your advert details and cheque made out to Kiwi Flyer Limited to 
Kiwi Flyer, PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244. 
Alternately, email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz Credit cards or bank transfer payments 
are welcome but can only be accepted by internet payment. Please contact us for 
details by email or phone 0800 KFLYER  (0800 535 937).

Classified deadline for the next issue is 10th July. 
Don’t forget to include all of your contact details in your advertisement. 

Reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers with your classified advertisement
Guimbal Cabri G2

Now available in New Zealand, the revolutionary 
Guimbal Cabri G2 is the safest helicopter in its class. 
Contact Pacific Aircraft Sales for more information.

Phone Terry: 03 359 3681 or 027 433 2647
Email: terry@pacificaircraft.co.nz   www.cabri.co.nz



NEW Robinson R44 Raven I and II

New Robinson R44 Raven I and II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R22 Beta II

New Robinson R22 Beta II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW CESSNA 162 SKYCATCHER. Receiving 
fantastic reviews for its outstanding comfort 
and performance, the much anticipated Cessna 
162 Skycatcher demonstrator is here. Call now 
for information on this brilliant aircraft.

CONTACT  FLIGHTLINE 
P: 0800 CESSNA    E: info@flightline.co.nz 

Chris Barry: 021 844 490   
E: chris.barry@flightline.co.nz

1974 MOONEY M20-F EXECUTIVE.  Fast and 
well maintained aircraft.  Approx 2500Hrs TTAF, 
engine recently overhauled.  POA.

NEW CESSNA 182T.  Garmin G1000 avionics 
with GFC700 Auto Pilot, Traffic Awareness, 
Synthetic Vision Technology, Amsafe Seat Re-
straints, Leather Seats. Call now for information 
on new and used Cessna 182 Skylanes.

ATTENTION R44 OWNERS.   
Sapphire Premium Overhauled Engines for sale. 
Exchange O-540-F1B5 (RT) from $45,995+GST, 
Exchange IO-540-AE1A5 from $49,995+GST. 
For more information visit www.flightline.co.nz or 
phone Tony van Tiel on 021 637 606 or 
Alan Hockey on 03 486 2754

CONTACT SKYSALES
P: 0800 ROBINSON   E: info@skysales.co.nz

Chris Barry: 021 844 490   Alex Rodger: 021 372 740

1998 R22 BETA II.  Zero Time Rebuild by 
Helimech UK, Airframe 1980Hrs, TSO 19Hrs, 
Garmin GNC-250XL GPS/Com, Bendix SkyMap 
III, Always Hangared. $230,000 + GST.

NEW ROBINSON R44 RAVEN II. 
Limited 2012 delivery positions available, get in 
fast to pick your specification. Call now for more 
information on new and used Robinson helicopters.

NEW 2010 MD500E.  4 Bladed Tail Rotor, Garmin 
Avionics, Fargo Aux Fuel, Extended Landing Gear, 
Tinted Windows, Rapid Door Removal Hinges.  

NEW ROBINSON R66 TURBINE. Skysales 
Aviation are distributors for the new Robinson 
R66 Turbine Helicopter. For information on
this exceptional aircraft contact us now. 

2009 Tecnam Sierra RG

ZK-SRG  Excellent 
condition, 360 hours, recent 
annual, always hangared, 
no accidents, LAME 
maintenance, CSU, glass 
panel left seat, analogue 
right seat, Dynon Skyview 
with autopilot and long range tanks. Can be viewed at 
Taupo.  $165,000 incl. GST ono. All offers considered.  
Ph: 022 6011506 or email: rozlyn@xtra.co.nz   

Titan T51   ZK-TVG

Registered as a Class 2 microlight, Dual controls, 
Rotax 912, Whirlwind constant speed propellor,
Easy to fly. Presently hangared in Matamata.

Ph: 027 686 9380.  $115,000 plus GST (if any).

4 PAX + Pilot, Cruise Speed 120 kts, 927 lb usable at 
max fuel. Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R66 Turbine

5 Sold - Limited slots available from mid 2012

3 Delivered

Ganagobie Plans Available

Designed by James Lobet of Tokoroa, to be built 
from plans by home builders without specialist tools 

or skills, the well performing and unpretentious 
Ganagobie is constructed primarily of wood and 

typically powered by a VW engine. Information packs 
and plans are available at a nominal cost. Visit 

www.lobetganagobie.homestead.com or phone James 
on 07 886 9209, Email: lobetje@yahoo.co.uk

Contact Dennis:  P. 09 298 6249  |  M. 0294 923 160  |  E. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airport, Papakura. www.DtiAircraftSales.com

International Aircraft Sales and Acquisitions for 44 years.

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

1974 Piper PA28-180 Archer  8917 Hours Since New
 as at March 2012.  Lycoming IO-360.A4M. 180 HP. 
3606 Hours SN. 1413 Hours Since  Factory Overhaul.  
Dual VHF, VOR, Transponder, ELT.  Wingleveler 
Autopilot. Asking: $69,900 incl. of GST (if any)

																Buy	it	and	we	will	teach	you	to	fly	it	!

1981 Cessna Citation I SP    For Immediate Sale!!   
4650 Hrs Since New. Original factory engines 1144 hrs 
since P&W Gold o/h. Thrust Reversers. 3 owners from 
new. Freon air with cool sticks. Impeccable records. 
Cescom. Multiple interior configurations. Priced at 
US$595,000 +GST if sold in NZ. Serious offer invited.

North American Harvard 3
Pristine condition for a fastidious Warbird Enthusiast.
Complete strip and repaint in 2010.
Asking US$165,900  inclusive of GST (if any).
Ask about our export price.

1980 Cessna T210-N Turbo Centurion II. 
4951 Hours SN.  Great Garmin and King IFR Avionics.  EFIS HSI.  
Tip tanks.  388 hours to 1600 Hour TBO.  Hangared at Ardmore Airport.

2000 Eagle 150     205 Hours Since New. 
Bendix-King avionics with GPS / Moving map. 
NZ$115,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1980 Cessna 404 Titan 
ZK-NDY US$499,900.

1998 Eagle 150-B   Only 430 Hours SN. Engine and 
Prop also 430 Hours SN. GPS / COM, Transponder, 
Intercom.  Standard Eagle Factory Equipment.  Full 
Gyro Instruments. 120 Knot cruise at 23 Litres / Hr
Factory demonstrator.  $95,500 +GST if sold in NZ.

1980 Cessna 172-N Skyhawk II
8820 Hrs Since New. Lycoming O320-D2J. 160 HP. 
2000 Hr TBO.  1112 Hours Since Factory Overhaul 
2008.  2 Cessna NAV-COMS, Transponder, ADF, DME, 
VOR/ILS.  Fresh 100 hour inspection and ARA March 
2012.  Asking: $85,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

2005 Tecnam P-2004
155 Hours Since New.  Pristine.  Garmin VHF-COM-
GPS.  Transponder.  One Owner.  Better than new 
condition. Asking $120,000 incl. of GST (if any).

Classic Tiger Moth 
NZ$139,900 no GST. 

Lead Senior Simulator 
Maintenance Engineer Wanted

This position, based in New Zealand, at 
Ardmore Airport is available immediately.

More information and a position 
description is available on
www.executiveflight.co.nz

To express your interest in this exciting 
opportunity please email us at:
 careers@executiveflight.co.nz

Executive Flight Services Ltd 
is an Equal Opportunities Employer

KiwiFlyerKiwiFlyer Classified

KiwiFlyer Classifieds reach many thousands of Kiwi Flyers. Don’t miss the chance to sell your aircraft in our next issue. 4544 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 22 www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

The Whangarei Flying Club has hangar space 
available for a micro-light size aircraft. 
Location Whangarei Airport (Onerahi).

Only $174 +GST per month. 
Call or email John for details.

Phone: 09 433 1185    email: info@wfc.org.nz

Hangar Space at Whangarei

BELL 47 J Ranger

Excellent condition throughout. 
Overhauled engine and 

transmission. New glass, four 
seats, plenty of cabin room, rear 

baggage compartment. 
No 2200 hour overhauls (R44). 

The BELL 47 is back in production 
with full parts support - 

see www.ScottsBELL47.com
Wanting the best ‘value for money’ 

helicopter? Compare the price, 
compare the value. 

$210,000 +GST 
For details, call 021485996 or 
email: gm@hftaerospace.com 



KiwiFlyerAccidents and Incidents

A division of Boston Marks Group Limited
P: 09 298 8206  or  0800 322 206   F: 09 298 8218  
E: insure@avsure.co.nz     www.avsure.co.nz

 Contact us for a 
free no obligation 

quotation on any 
aviation insurance 

requirement you have

AIRCRAFT

AVIATION LIABILITY

PROPERTY

PERSONAL

l  Pleasure & Business Aircraft
l  Charter   l  Aircraft Sales
l  Flying Schools   l  Aero Clubs
l  Agricultural   l  Helicopters

l  Premises   l  Airports   l  Products
l  Chemical   l  Hangarkeepers

l  Hangars and Contents

l  Pilot Personal Accident
l  Passengers   l  Pilots term life

Avsure provides the most competitive 
insurance programmes available in the 
Aviation Industry. When considering 
your aircraft insurance, you definitely 
need the best ADVICE, 
EXPERIENCE and RESOURCES.  
At Avsure, WE DELIVER.

Avsure - where aviation insurance 
    isn’t just a sideline, it’s all we do!

Accident and Incident Reports are provided to KiwiFlyer readers courtesy of  

Please note: These reports are selected from 
www.caa.govt.nz and are provided for information only. 
Accuracy is not guaranteed.

Type:  Robinson R22 Beta   HKT
Location: Manapouri   POB: 1
Operation: Hunting Injuries: Nil 
Date:  15 March 2012 
Report: During a venison recovery 

operation, the helicopter passenger door 
was removed and secured to the passenger 
seat. As the helicopter was hovering, the 
straps got caught up with the helicopter 
controls.

Type:  AS350 B3   IWI
Location: Raoul Island   POB: n/s
Operation: Other  Injuries: 1S 
Date:  1 April 2012 
Report: A person was struck by the 

helicopter sling load resulting in a pelvic 
injury.

Type:  NZ Aerospace FU24-954   CRY
Location: Waitetuna   POB: 1
Operation: Agricultural Injuries: Nil 
Date:  8 April 2012 
Report: Aircraft lost performance during 

take-off  and flew through a tree top in flight 
path after initiating full jettison of  lime load.

Type:  Rand KR-2   DKR
Location: Parakai   POB: 2
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  12 April 2012 
Report: Aircraft was hit by a cross wind 

gust just after touchdown and drifted off  
the sealed runway on to the grass. The nose 
wheel collapsed, damaging the wooden 
propeller. Aircraft slid to a stop on the grass.

Type:  Pacific Aerospace Cresco  LTX
Location: Tautane Station   POB: 1
Operation: Agricultural Injuries: Nil 
Date:  22 April 2012 
Report: On landing, aircraft’s 

undercarriage was separated from the 
aircraft’s wing.

Type:  B22 Bantam  TKQ
Location: Patumahoe   POB: 2
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  17 March 2012 
Report: Aircraft had an engine failure on 

takeoff. Forced landing made at the end of  
the runway.

Type:  B22 Bantam  TKQ
Location: Patumahoe   POB: 2
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  17 March 2012 
Report: Aircraft had an engine failure on 

takeoff. Forced landing made at the end of  
the runway.

Type:  Piper PA-28-161  MBF
Location: Kaikohe   POB: 1
Operation: Training Solo Injuries: Nil 
Date:  6 May 2012 
Report: Aircraft wing impacted fence 

while back-tracking on the runway. Student 
failed to recognise this, and flew aircraft 
back to Ardmore with minor damage to LH 
leading edge of  wing.

Type:  Schempp Hirth Nimbus 2   GKV
Location: Stratford   POB: 1
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  15 April 2012 
Report: Glider did not use speed brakes 

on approach, resulting in a fast approach 
and touch-down. The right wing contacted 
the ground, the glider ground looped, and 
the fuselage broke behind the canopy.

Type:  DH 82A Tiger Moth  ALK
Location: Clevedon   POB: 2
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  20 April 2012 
Report: Aircraft reportedly crash landed in 

a paddock 6km North of  Clevedon.

Type:  Skystar Kitfox IV  WRL
Location: Koromatua   POB: 2
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  21 April 2012 
Report: Pilot transmitted a May Day 

call on 119.1 indicating that aircraft had 
an engine failure. ATC notified the Police 
and aircraft was found upside down in a 
paddock.

Type:  Robinson R44 II  HRY
Location: Whirinaki Park   POB: 4
Operation: Tansport Pax  Injuries: Nil 
Date:  13 April 2012 
Report: During takeoff, helicopter gained 

altitude slowly. At approximately 30ft agl., 
a sudden sink was felt by the pilot. The 
helicopter continued to sink and hit the 
ground hard.
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