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THIS IS a bumper issue of  KiwiFlyer, bolstered 
by our annual guide to the forthcoming Aviation 
Industry Conference Week at Rotorua in August. 
This promises to be another great event, with plenty 
for those who take an active interest in our industry, 
and plenty too for those who might not follow policy 
and politics, but are passionate aviators nonetheless. 
Even if  you don’t think Conference Week is your 
thing, browse through the guide regardless, as you’re 
more than likely to find something of  interest. 

One of  the highlights of  Aviation Week will be 
the Gala Dinner with Guest Speaker Richard de 
Crespigny, the Australian pilot in command of  A380 
flight QF32 when one of  its engines exploded in 
mid-flight on November 4th 2010. This dinner event 
is open to the public – see page 4 for full details. His 
story has been described as inspirational and tells 
of  some very salutary lessons about the interaction 
between technology and people.

We have an excellent give-away offer in this issue. 
Many thanks to Airbox Aerospace who have 
provided five subscriptions worth $189 each to their 
new Runway HD NAV Packs for New Zealand. This 
very cool flight planning / GPS software for iPads 
includes NZ visual navigation charts, NOTAM and 
weather downloads, airspace awareness, and much 
more. You’ll need your own iPad though. See page 9 
for more details.

This month’s feature article is by Chris Gee, on the 
Life Flight Trust who have just last month upgraded 
one of  their aging Metroliners to a much younger 
Jetstream, complete with a splendid bandage and 
safety pin livery. Thanks to Chris and the people at 
Life Flight for putting together such an interesting 
story, along with some great photos – check out the 
centrefold.

Winning the prize for best aviation adventure story 
for quite a while, is Leo Levine’s tale of  autogyro 
flying in Africa. Leo and his gyro are recent arrivals 
to New Zealand. He in fact has over 2000 hours on 
type, as well as holding GA fixed wing and helicopter 
licences. Leo tells of  arriving at country borders 
by air, landing on the road, joining the queue of  
cars and pushing his gyro through the gate to clear 
Customs, then getting airborne from the road on the 
other side. His story begins on page 52.

We hope you enjoy this issue. If  you’re attending 
Aviation Industry Conference Week then we look 
forward to seeing you there.

Michael Norton
Editor, KiwiFlyer Magazine

From the Editor

Front Cover: Life Flight’s BK117 from the pilot’s 
viewpoint. Photograph by Mark Tantrum Photography.

www.marktantrum.com
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Strong Demand at APS
Aviation Painting Services in Hamilton take 
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Industry and Community News Briefs
Accidents and Incidents
KiwiFlyer Event Guide
Training Services
ZK Review 
Classified Listings

KiwiFlyer Issue 23

Contact KiwiFlyer  |  Phone: 0800 535 937  |  Email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz  |  Post: PO Box 72841, Papakura 2244.



Industry and Community News Briefs

Having opened the doors for business little more 
than six months ago, Aviation Painting Services 
(APS) has already experienced a strong demand 
for their work and recently celebrated completion of  
their 16th fully refinished aircraft. 

OPERATING from a purpose built 
facility at Hamilton Airport, APS (a joint 
venture between IGS Group and the 
Waikato based Aviation Industry Cluster), 
is equipped with a temperature controlled 
and fully sealed 900m2 hangar able to be 
quickly heated to 60 degrees Celsius when 
required. Using the latest paint formulas 
and application techniques, this permits 
aircraft to be stripped, painted and cured 
within very short leadtimes, making the 
facility particularly attractive for operators 
of  working aircraft where time on the 
ground equates directly to lost income. APS 
CEO Phil Hanrahan explains that; “The 
oven speeds up throughput tremendously 
because it dries an aircraft in 30 minutes, 
allowing us to apply the next coat within 
the hour. Aircraft painted in typical hanger 
conditions often take several days to dry 
between coats, depending on temperature 
and humidity. We can apply 11 coats of  
paint in five days, which is impossible at 
any other painting facility in New Zealand.”

It’s not just about a fast job though 
and General Manager Phil Byrne makes 
it clear that quality is at the forefront of  
all jobs undertaken by the company. APS 
use only aerospace painting systems from 
PPG and Akzo Nobel, and have designed 
all of  their processes to achieve CAA 
Part 145 certification. All work is fully 
documented throughout each job. The 
company works closely with, and utilises 
key staff  from Fieldair Engineering in 
regards to aircraft engineering, and brings 
in specialist painting expertise from local 
company Fleet Image Aviation as required. 
Partnering with these large and well 

established organisations provides APS 
with a dedicated but flexible workforce 
with additional resource on tap whenever it 
is needed.

The new APS facility is impressive. A 
single hydraulically operated hangar door, 
30m wide and 8m tall, seals the cavernous 
main spray booth / oven which is heated 
by natural gas (consuming up to 1800 
litres worth each fortnight). Adjoining 
this are sealed service rooms for storage, 
preparation and mixing, as well as a smaller 
spray booth to accommodate helicopter 
and small aircraft fuselages. Seven of  the 
sixteen aircraft painted since the facility 
opened have been helicopters. The 
most complicated job to date has been a 
complete strip to bare metal of  an Eagle 
Air B1900D, then repainted in the new Air 
New Zealand All Black livery. Completed 
in just 9 days, some areas such as the fern 
required over 10 layers of  electrostatically 
applied PPG aviation paint to achieve the 
finish required.

Phil says that APS can offer a full 
range of  stripping and painting services 
depending on the preference of  the 
aircraft owner. These include chemical 
and hydroblast stripping, electrostatic 
and standard paint refinishing, infrared 
curing and bake oven heating. He says 
there has been a great response from the 
local community with plenty of  walk-in 
work for wings, panels and cowlings, etc., 
and many refinishing quotes currently in 
progress. In the pipeline are a Metroliner, 
KingAirs, more of  the Eagle fleet, and 
several helicopters – with the remainder 
of  this year already committed to 50% 
of  capacity. Interest is also being received 
from overseas, with a recent quote being 
requested by a foreign company with a very 
complicated paint scheme on a Twin Otter. 
The owners are unhappy with the present 
paint job on the aircraft and seek for it to 
be started again from the beginning. APS’s 
reputation is already spreading. 

For more infomation
Contact General Manager Phil Byrne on 

07 958 4799, e: philbyrne@fieldair.co.nz or 
visit www.aviationpaintingservices.co.nz
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Strong demand at 
Aviation Painting Services

Images at right: 1. Arrival on 28 Dec.; 
2. Stripped on 2nd Jan.;  3. Primed on 3rd Jan.; 

4. First top coats also applied on 3rd Jan.; 
5. Graphics on 5 Jan.; 6. Final details on 6 Jan. 
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Arriving on 28th December, ZK-EAG returned to the 
air on 9th January after a complete strip and repaint.

Heroic Qantas A380 pilot, 
Richard de Crespigny, to speak 
at AIA Conference in Rotorua

Richard de Crespigny, the Australian pilot in 
command who saved the lives of  469 Qantas 
passengers on flight QF32 on November 4 2010 
after its engine exploded mid-flight, will speak at 
the Aviation Industry Association (AIA) awards banquet in Rotorua 
on Thursday, 9 August.

The AIA has issued an open invitation to the public to join 
its members for this special event.

Captain de Crespigny’s New Zealand book launch will take place 
at the dinner. The book, entitled QF32, provides a vivid account of  
the harrowing incident. Following the dinner, the Captain will be 
available to speak with guests and sign books.

On that fateful day, Captain de Crespigny had dead-headed 
to Singapore from Sydney to take control of  the continuation 
of  QF32 (London to Sydney). In mid-flight, one of  the aircraft’s 
engines exploded, setting off  a chain reaction of  technical failures 
that created a critical emergency situation.

On top of  ensuring that 469 passengers remained calm during 
the ordeal, Richard had a mammoth battle on the flight deck to 
keep the aircraft in the air and get it back on the ground.

For two hours he and his fellow crew remained calm as they 
planned how to stabilise the damage, configure the overweight 
aircraft, manoeuvre it toward Changi Airport in Singapore and 
eventually land it safely.

“My account in the book contains important messages regarding 
teamwork, problem solving, judgement, knowledge, experience and 
putting years of  highly-skilled training into practice. I also cover 
the after-effects of  this hugely pivotal event and how my life has 
changed forever. At the AIA dinner, I will talk through the incident, 
what I’ve learned as a result and how it’s affected me personally,” 
explains Captain de Crespigny.

QF32 carries endorsements from astronaut Neil Armstrong and 
Captain Chesley (Sully) Sullenberger, who successfully landed US 
Airways flight 1549 in the Hudson River. 

Irene King, Chief  Executive of  the AIA says she, “personally 
heard Richard speak last year, which was the catalyst to our 
determination to bring him to New Zealand. His story is 
inspirational and tells of  some very salutary lessons about the 
interaction between technology and people.

The A380 is, arguably, the most advanced passenger aircraft 
operating in our skies today and it still took every inch of  skill and 
airmanship to guide the aircraft back to safety.”

Getting the A380 aircraft up and flying again has been 
attributed, in part, to a group of  Kiwi companies, led by Metal Tech 
Engineering of  Hamilton.

Following the incident, several NZ companies were called in, at 
short notice, to manufacture the tools and dies required to remove 
the damaged engine from the aircraft so that it could be repaired 
and refitted. Following Captain de Crespigny’s talk, a representative 
from Metal Tech Engineering will provide a short account of  the 
companies’ roles in the retrofitting and repair process.

“Whether you’re an aviation buff  or you simply enjoy amazing 
heroic tales of  human triumph, you don’t want to miss this event,” 
urges Ms King. The Aviation Industry Association Gala Dinner is 
on Thursday, 9 August at the Energy Events Centre in Rotorua at 
7pm. Individual tickets are $167+gst or two for $334+gst. There are 
discounts for AIA members. Tickets can be booked online at 
www.aia.org.nz or by phoning 04 472 2707.

LightSpeed introduce new FlightLink iPad and 
iPhone apps for their Zulu 2 Headsets

Makers of  the very well respected Zulu 2 headset, LightSpeed, 
have just introduced the first in-flight cockpit recording application 
for the Apple iPad and iPhone. Available for free download, 
FlightLink works with the Zulu 2 to capture and retrieve incoming 
and outgoing communications. Flight recordings can be stored and 
ATC transmissions instantly played back. On the iPad, notes can be 
drawn on the large scratchpad. LightSpeed is represented in New 
Zealand by Special FX Supplies Ltd. www.specialfx.co.nz

Five free Airbox NAV Packs for Runway HD to give away
Our first offer is from Airbox Aerospace who have just 

released a new iPad application named Runway HD. This very 
capable package blends flight planning and execution into one 
seamless process, offering intelligent panning and zooming of  
charts, NOTAM and weather feeds, direct filing of  flight plans, 
all the usual flight planning functions, and more. The application 
(with flight planning functionality and vector graphic charts) is 
available as a free download from the App Store. To use it as a fully 
functioning GPS however, users need to purchase a NAV Pack 
subscription which activates the GPS functions and includes NZ 
1:250,000 visual navigation charts. This costs £99 UK sterling per 
year. We have five subscriptions for one year to give away worth 
$189 each (you’ll need your own iPad). See page 9 for details. 
Thanks Airbox!

Avinet 100th Customer Celebrations
The producers of  the Air Maestro safety, efficiency and 

compliance software for aviation companies, Avinet recently signed 
up their 100th customer and invite readers to join their celebrations 
with an online competition. See page 39 for details.

South Pacific Avionics discount for LED Lighting
South Pacific Avionics at Ardmore 

are offering a $20 discount on any 
LED lighting product over $250+GST 
purchased from their website (www.
avionics.co.nz) if  customers quote 
coupon number ‘kiwiflyer1’ at the 
checkout. See their advert in this issue 
for details.

CAA Accident Briefs
We always include the latest CAA Accident Briefs in each 

issue. Sometimes they make for sobering reading, and sometimes 
they provide humourous anecdotes on the trials of  aviating. The 
page is kindly sponsored by Avsure and we know it is well read, 
in part because of  the number of  people who called to correct a 
report of  Tiger Moth ALK which “crash landed in a paddock near 
Clevedon”. Unfortunately this is how the incident was reported 
to CAA by the Fire Service, via RCC, after a relayed mayday call. 
In fact, Grant the pilot (only a year on from his PPL) did an 
outstanding job of  making a successful forced landing after an 
engine failure at 1000 feet. Well done Grant, and we do regret any 
confusion this report may have caused.

Discounts and Free Stuff for KiwiFlyer readers
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New aviation students at Massey University 
largely unaffected by student loan cap
MASSEY University is aware of  the 
confusion and uncertainty felt by some 
prospective students and their families 
surrounding the Government’s decision to 
cap the loan fee borrowing limit for pilot 
training at $35,000 per EFTS as of  2013.

As well as being happy to directly answer 
any questions from prospective students, 
Manager of  Business Development and 
International Programmes at the School of  
Aviation, Anke Smith, offers the following 
explanations which may assist those trying 
to understand what is available under the 
recently revised student loan scheme.

Common questions answered

• What is an EFTS?    EFTS describes a 
funding unit and is an acronym for 
‘Equivalent Full Time Student’.

• What is the limit?   As of  2013 a student 
may borrow up to, but not exceeding, 
$35,000 per funding unit (i.e. per EFTS).

• How many of these EFTS funding units per 
year can I borrow?   You may borrow up 
to, two EFTSs per year.

•  How many EFTS funding units are in the 
Massey Bachelor of Aviation – ATP degree?  
The degree is delivered in four parts 
over 3 years, totalling 4 EFTS in all.

• How does this work?   The degree has 
been approved for what is called 
‘Compressed Funding’ and is structured 
as follows: Year 1 - 1.5 EFTS;  Year 2 - 
1.5 EFTS;  Year 3 - 1x EFTS only. 

• Is this going to be enough for me to pay for 
the degree?   To a large extent, yes it is.

Scenarios for the 2013 degree
Students enrolling for the first time in 

the Massey University Bachelor of  Aviation 
2013 will face the following scenarios; 
• In 2013 - Year 1; the loan limit will be 
sufficient to cover all course costs.
• In 2014 - Year 2; the loan limit will be 
slightly less than required, and we estimate 
students will have to subsidise the course 
fees by approximately $2000*.
• In 2015 - Year 3; students choose one of  
four options and may have to subsidise (or 
not) the course fees depending entirely on 
the study option chosen by each student. 
Successful completion of  any one option 
completes the degree.  

It is important to note that under this 
fee – borrowing model, two of  the four 
final year options will require no subsidy by 
the student at all.

One of  the four options, the Flight 
Instructor Course, will require a subsidy of  
approximately $5500*, and the final option, 
the Flight Instructor Course coupled with 
the Air New Zealand Airline Induction 
course – will require the greatest student 
self-subsidy, projected to be $16,000*.

* Costs are indicative only and are based on 
current 2012 fees. Fees are set each year and 
annual increments are possible. Fees are confirmed 
by the University Council in October/November 
each year, for the following year and all 2015 fees 
will be announced in 2014.

What the course fees include
In addition to B. Av. students having 

access to all student study facilities, 
including full library services, and 
entitlement to all the usual student services 
at Massey University, the fees include:

• All flight training and instruction (in 
Massey’s Diamond DA40 and DA42 
glass cockpit aircraft, plus flight 
simulator sessions).

• Aviation theory delivered by top 
flight academic staff  and industry 
professionals. 

• Airport landing charges, plus Airways 
airspace and navigational charges.

• Top of  the range headsets.
• Academic Course material.
• NZ CAA Aeronautical Information 

Publications (AIP).
• Topographical and Instrument 

navigation maps & charts.
• Pilot Log Book.
• On-line access to NZ Meteorological 

Service weather information and all 
relevant flight planning information.

• Internet access to Flight-Pro Operations 
Support, a software programme 
enabling remote interrogation for flight 
and class schedules.

• Fourteen Flight Tests.
• Students graduate with 220 hours logged 

flight time, PLUS, 
• Technical licences; PPL, CPL, MEIR, 

academic credits for ATPL exam, and 
theory credits for BGT.

Additional costs not included are 
student uniforms, medical certificates 
(and renewals), pre-selection testing and 
Massey University Selection Board fees, 
accommodation and living expenses.

For more information
For more information on this matter 

please email or call Anke Smith at Massey 
University School of  Aviation, P: 06 350 
5320, or email: a.c.smith@massey.ac.nz 

KiwiFlyer
contributed by Anke Smith

Flight Training and Education
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Airbox announces Runway HD for iPad
AIRBOX’S award winning navigation 
software is now available for the Apple 
iPad. Airbox Aerospace has just launched 
an upgraded version of  its flight and 
navigation software for the Apple iPad. 
Named Runway HD, it is available for 
FREE download via iTunes. William 
Moore, co-founder and Technical Director 
of  Airbox Aerospace Limited says that, 
“For the past 8 months our development 
team has been working hard on an iPad 
version of  our software which fully 
utilises the iPad’s potential. This brings a 
new dimension to the flight planning and 
execution process.” 

A number of  features make Runway HD 
a very powerful tool for novice through to 
veteran pilots, including: 
l  Seamless and intelligent panning and 

zooming of  maps. 
l  Flight planning and execution blended 

into one seamless process. 
l  Plan and fly with the chart you’re most 

familiar with or fly with Airbox’s 
acclaimed vector data. 

l  Use multiple charts together (with 
different scales).

l  Live free Weather and NOTAM feeds 
(3G or Wifi connectivity required). 

l  ABX vector data as standard with 
worldwide coverage available. 

l  Geo-referenced flight guides and 
approach plates available.

l  Top down and side profile views give 
terrain and airspace awareness in 3D. 

l  Plan & Fly; Create your route, check 
weather and NOTAMs, then fly it. 

l  File flight plans direct from the software. 
l  Download charts and other essential data 

direct to the software. 
l  All Airbox charts are now anti-aliased 

which makes them crystal clear on the 
iPad screen. 

Runway HD is available as a FREE 
download from the App Store and will 
allow users to create detailed flight plans. 
To use as a fully functioning GPS, users 
need to create a subscription account at 
http://users.airboxaero.com/ (choosing 
one of  the available packages starting at 
£99 UK sterling per year). Mendelssohn 
Pilot Supplies, Airbox’ distributor for 
Australia and NZ are able to offer the NAV 
pack unlock card directly by calling (04) 909 
7356 making redemption of  the code to 
unlock charts a quick process. 

Tom Hedges, Airbox co-founder and 
Creative Director says that: “We at Airbox 
understand the requirements of  pilots 
within the confines of  the cockpit and as 
such have always tried to steer clear of  
over-complicating our software. The power 
of  the iPad means we can now improve 
the user experience, limiting the need to 
remember where functions and features 
are hidden in the software and completely 
eradicating confusing or time-wasting 
processes. In short, Runway HD should be 
the easiest and most user intuitive aviation 
application available to pilots.” 

The App comes with ABX Vector 
mapping for New Zealand and Australia 
as standard and the initial NAV pack 

(available for purchase) contains 1:250,000 
VNC charts for New Zealand. Users with 
an Airbox subscription can then activate 
and download any charts to the App that 
are registered to their account. Many other 
global chart options are available including 
charts for Australia, Brazil, South Africa, 
the United States, Europe, UK. 

What you need, what you get
Hardware required is an iPad 1, 2 or 3. 
ABX Vector mapping is included as 

standard and other charts are purchased 
as a NAV pack subscription. Airspace 
definitions are updated for free, every 30 
days via download.

Price: Runway HD is FREE to 
download. The Navigation mode requires a 
chart subscription to operate.

Details and videos of  the software’s 
operation are available on 
http://users.airboxaero.com

KiwiFlyer has 
5 NAV Pack 
subscriptions 
valued at $189 
each to give away to readers 
(you’ll need your own iPad). 
If you’d like one, send us an email. 
We’ll select a lucky recipient each week 
from 17 August through 14 September. 
email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz

AIRBOX NAV Packs for FREE

Thanks Airbox !

Cicaré SIngle & Tandem Kit Helicopters
(Rotax 914 turbo - max power to 11,000 ft)

Contact: Phil Sowersby at Hastings
Home: 06 878 8896  Mobile: 027 244 9890  Email: springbox@ihug.co.nz

www.brumbyhelicopters.com.au

P: 0800 CESSNA    
Chris Barry: 021 844 490   

www.flightline.co.nz                                E: chris.barry@flightline.co.nz

We are looking for quality used aircraft to sell.
Talk to us today about how we can market your aircraft.

Cessna, Piper, Beechcraft, Mooney, you name it, we want it!
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History of the Life Flight Trust
The Wahine disaster made a strong 

impression on Peter Button, planting the 
seed for an air rescue service in Wellington. 
In 1975 with the financial help of  
Wellington businessman Mark Dunajtschik, 
he bought a Hughes 300 helicopter and 
founded Capital Helicopters, then acquiring 
his helicopter pilot’s licence.  Wellington 
neurosurgeon Russell Worth, who had 
treated patients flown from offshore 
oilrigs in the UK, became close friends 
with Button. Together they worked on 
establishing their air rescue service, gaining 
an air operating licence in 1976. In 1977 
Capital Helicopters upgraded to a Bell 
206B Jet Ranger. Equipped with a winch, 
life raft, communications equipment and a 
‘scoop-net’,   this became the first civilian 
air ambulance helicopter in New Zealand.

In 1978 a truck driver with severe 
spinal injuries was flown from Wellington 
Hospital to the Burwood Spinal Unit 
in Christchurch. This was the first of  
many hospital transfers to come, and 
the importance of  this service to the 
community became obvious. Public 
relations manager Bill Day, who was to 

The Life Flight Trust
contributed by Chris Gee

become Chairman of  the Trust, secured 
sponsorship from the Commercial Bank 
of  Australia in 1981, which ensured the 
service’s survival. CBA Bank eventually 
became Westpac, who to this day remain 
the principal sponsors of  the Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter, a shining example of  
one of  the most successful sponsorship 
partnerships in New Zealand. In 
November 1982 the Life Flight Trust was 
established, and Button was awarded an 
OBE in recognition of  his service to the 
community. The first fixed-wing aircraft 
was leased in 1983, and was used for long-
range medical transfers of  critical patients. 
The Cessna Golden Eagle 421 was heavily 
modified for air ambulance duties and 
included full life-support facilities.

Button’s status as a true Wellington 
hero was cemented in 1986 when he and 
his son Clive rescued two policemen from 
the heavily damaged Police launch ‘Lady 
Elizabeth II’, which capsized in a severe 
storm. Wellingtonians watched from the 
shore as Peter and Clive braved atrocious 
weather in the Bell 206, ducking in between 
immense waves and plucking the two 
surviving policemen from the floundering 

launch. Button was awarded the Queen’s 
Medal for Gallantry and his son earned the 
Queen’s Commendation for Gallantry.

Just a few days after the award ceremony, 
however, tragedy struck. While on an aerial 
photography shoot, Peter’s helicopter was 
diverted by the Police to chase an escaped 
prisoner. The helicopter struck power lines 
as it followed the escapee up a riverbed, 
and Peter Button and two other helicopter 
occupants were killed. The deaths were a 
severe blow for the Button family and the 
greater Wellington community. During 
Peter’s funeral, locals came out in huge 
numbers with thousands of  mourners 
lining the streets. 16 helicopters performed 
a flypast in his honour. 

The Life Flight Trust continued, and in 
1988 introduced the first twin-engine rescue 
helicopter in the country, a Bolkow BO105. 
Unfortunately, its tenure with the Trust was 
cut short after a critical mechanical failure 
damaged the helicopter beyond repair. It 
was replaced by an AS350B Squirrel in 
1989. In a classic display of  Kiwi ingenuity, 

44 years ago a young plumber by the name of  Peter Button watched in horror as the Lyttleton to Wellington 
ferry, the Wahine, sank at the entrance to Wellington harbour. Despite frantic rescue efforts, 52 people lost 
their lives only a few hundred metres off  the coast of  Seatoun. It seemed impossible that so many lives could 
be lost so close to shore, and Button turned to his friend and said, “there must be a better way”. Today 
Peter’s vision and efforts are evident in the form of  the very successful Life Flight Trust which provides 
helicopter rescue and air ambulance services based out of  Wellington Airport. The Trust saves hundreds of  
lives each year, and offers aero-medical services that would otherwise simply not exist in the region. 

The Life Flight Trust’s Westpac Rescue Helicopter performs more than 300 missions each year, using a 
range of advanced rescue equipment that can be configured to match each circumstance encountered.

Captions at left: 1. The Governor General presents Peter and Clive Button with their bravery award; 
2. Peter Button and his Bell 206;  3. Peter and Clive Button brave 10m waves to rescue two Policemen 
from the Lady Elizabeth II in 1986;  4. Fairchild Metroliner III  KZ-NSS;  5. BK117-D2  ZK-HLF training 
over Wellington Harbour;  6. Prime Minister John Key and Life Flight Trust Chair Bill Day launch the 
new Life Flight Air Ambulance.
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Photo by Scott Hammond
The Marlborough Express  www.marlexpress.co.nz

Mark Tantrum

the Life Flight Trust developed its own 
stretcher bridges, allowing patients to be 
transferred to the helicopter without being 
disconnected from their intensive care 
equipment. This signalled the start of  full 
Intensive Care Evacuation (ICE) hospital 
transfers by the Trust.

In 1993 the Trust became the first 
air ambulance service in NZ to use the 
BK117, named after its sponsor - Westpac. 
In 1994 New Zealand Post sponsored a 
dedicated fixed-wing air ambulance for the 
Trust, a Cheyenne Mark II. A new stretcher 
bridge and loading system was developed 
for it, and this enabled the Trust to carry 
out fast, long-range, intensive care transfers 
throughout the country. 

The Trust made the headlines once again 
in 1996, when they carried out what was 
the longest offshore rescue in New Zealand 
history at the time. The BK117 plucked 
an injured fisherman from a vessel 333km 
east of  the Chatham Islands. In 1999 the 
Life Flight Trust continued its tradition of  
aero-medical innovation, and developed its 

Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Avgas and Jet A1
Call George Hoskins
Phone 021 369 600
or VHF 133.1 MHz

Ardmore Sky Station
Ph/Fax: (09) 297 7188

Email: skystation@xtra.co.nz
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year the Auckland operation had flown over 1,000 patients. Ian 
Lauder, who has over 40 years of  experience in the ambulance 
business, manages the Auckland service.

In April this year the contract for the operation of  the 
Wellington-based fixed-wing air ambulance service passed from 
Airwork, with its Metroliner III ZK-LFT, to Vincent Aviation, and 
a British Aerospace Jetstream J32. The Jetstream is a much newer 
aircraft and carries some 30,000 hours less on its airframe than the 
aging Metroliner had accrued. The lease includes maintenance and 
aircrew for the aircraft, and is a perfect arrangement with Vincent 
Aviation’s hanger located directly next door to the Life Flight 
facility. Prime Minister John Key unveiled the Jetstream ZK-LFW, 
at a ceremony at the Air Rescue centre on 14 June 2012. 

The Life Flight Trust now operates a fleet of  three aircraft, the 
Westpac Rescue Helicopter BK117 (ZK-HLF, which they own and 
operate themselves), a Fairchild-Swearingen Metroliner III (ZK-
NSS, operated by Airwork), and the new Jetstream J32 (ZK-LFW, 
operated by Vincent Aviation).  Combined, the two fixed-wings fly 
over 1000 patients per year, with the helicopter performing around 
300 rescues per year. To date the Life Flight Trust has helped more 
than 20,000 patients, and has cemented itself  as a vital part of  the 
medical services used by the community.

 
Life Flight Air Ambulances
BAe Jetstream J32   (ZK-LFW)

The Jetstream J32 offers many advantages over its Metroliner 
predecessor. These include a reduced operating cost and 
increased internal dimensions of  the cabin. The ability to stand 
up inside the aircraft makes movement inside the cabin much 
easier. The Jetstream has an offset aisle, allowing enough room 
for two stretchered patients and their medical equipment to be 
accommodated down the right-hand side of  the aircraft, and four 

seats for medical crew or relatives down the left-hand side. 
ZK-LFW first flew in 1992, and was operated by Air Brittany 

in France until coming to Australia as VH-OTR in 2006. It was 
then in storage for 5 years before ferry to New Zealand to become 
ZK-LFW (Life Flight Wellington) for Vincent Aviation. Currently 
Vincent Aviation operates one J31 and three J32-EPs, including the 
one contracted to the Life Flight Trust. 

ZK-LFW includes extra backup cockpit displays that are not the 
norm for other J32s. In addition, Life Flight has heavily modified 
the aircraft interior for their purpose. A new wiring loom was added 
to supply the necessary power for the medical equipment fitted, 
and seats were modified to allow a doctor and nurse to sit facing 
each other alongside the patient. The toilet was removed to provide 
more room for manoeuvring stretchers. Extra communications 
equipment was installed to allow the medical teams to consult with 
specialists on the ground independently of  the aircrew radio.

The aircraft wears an eye-catching ‘bandages and safety pins’ 
paint scheme designed by Wellington’s Weta Workshop. Weta 
Workshop Creative Director Richard Taylor says, “I love the design, 
it is something a little different for the skies above New Zealand... 
it is also a strong iconic graphic for a great Kiwi team!” “The 
bandage design expresses, at a glance, what Life Flight is all about - 
providing life-saving emergency air services,” says Life Flight’s CEO 
David Irving.

Flying a fixed wing air ambulance service can be quite different 
from normal charter flying. One of  the Vincent Aviation aircrew 
flying the Jetstream is Dion McMillan, who has 6,000 hours on light 
aircraft, 737s and the Jetstream. “We do not require any special 
ratings to fly an air ambulance, but do receive special training 
in patient handling,” he explains. “From a pilot’s point of  view 
we attempt to carry out gentle take-offs and landings, and avoid 
turbulence by changing speed, track or height as required.”

own neo-natal incubator for the transfer of  premature babies. Their 
design was more compact, 40kg lighter, and offered greatly reduced 
power consumption over contemporary designs. 

The 25th Anniversary of  air rescue and air ambulance services 
in 2001 saw the introduction of  a new aircraft, the Fairchild 
Metroliner III, operated by Airwork NZ. Originally an air 
ambulance for Pacific Air Ambulance, this specially adapted aircraft 
was capable of  carrying two patients at intensive care level and 
up to eight medical staff  or family members, with the range to 
fly anywhere in the country, including the Chatham Islands. At 
the same time, a dedicated road ambulance was introduced in a 
partnership with Wellington Free Ambulance to guarantee quick 
delivery of  patients between local hospitals and Life Flight, and also 
reduce the strain on front line ambulances.

2003 was a demanding and event-filled year for the Life Flight 
Trust. In January the BK117 hit trees in the Tararua Ranges and, 
although there were no major injuries to the four occupants, the 
helicopter was damaged beyond repair. After looking at all the 
options, the BK117 was still found to be the best platform available 
and a new BK117 B2 was purchased for $2.8 million. Also in 2003, 
the Governor General officially opened the Trust’s new, dedicated 
facility at Wellington Airport, the Life Flight Air Rescue Centre. In 
October 2003, the Life Flight Trust carried out its 10,000th mission, 
a milestone Peter Button would have been immensely proud of. 

The Life Flight Trust carried out an exceptionally long-range 
mission in 2004, with the rescue of  a sailor with a life threatening 
injury, east of  the Chatham Islands. The yacht was still two days 
sail away from the islands, and it was decided to carry out the risky 
rescue. The BK117 flew from Wellington to the Chathams, while a 
Vincent Aviation aircraft flew as a spotter to pinpoint the yacht, and 
an Air Chathams Convair 540 ferried additional fuel to the island 
for the operation. The Life Flight Metroliner flew to the Chatham 
Islands to rendezvous with the helicopter and pick up the ailing 
sailor, returning him to Wellington Hospital. With a severe infection 
setting in, he would not have survived another 24 hours without 
surgery.  Footage of  the dramatic rescue is on YouTube.

On 14 February 2005, the Governor General opened the Trust’s 
Auckland-based air ambulance service, using another Airwork 
Metroliner III (ZK-NSS). The Life Flight Trust took over the air 
ambulance service for the greater Auckland area after the collapse 
of  Child Flight, which previously operated the service. Within a 

BAe Jetstream J32 ZK-LFW and its impressive bandage and safety pin livery, designed by a team from Weta Workshop.

1. Jetstream J32  ZK-LFW outside the Life Flight Air Rescue Centre;  
2. LFW’s cockpit is a little different from other J32’s;  

3. LFW can carry its stretcher bridge and other equipment in the pod 
under its belly;  4. The air ambulances are configured for two stretcher 

patients, four medical staff and a plethora of modern medical equipment.
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Fairchild SA227-AC Metroliner III   (ZK-NSS)
The first Metroliner design flew in 1972, and has seen extensive 

military and civilian use around the world, with over 300 still in 
use today. The aircraft gained a reputation as an unforgiving yet 
highly capable aircraft with a high cruise speed, good range and a 
usable payload. Like the Jetstream, the aircraft is capable of  keeping 
internal pressurisation at sea level up to 15,000 ft, which is very 
important for air ambulance duties. 

Life Flight’s Metroliner, ZK-NSS, has had a colorful life here in 
New Zealand, and once flew with Chatham Airlink, a joint venture 
between Airwork NZ Ltd and Chatham Islands Seafoods Ltd. One 
of  four Metroliners registered to Airwork, it has been in use as the 
Auckland-based air ambulance since 2005. The aircraft provides 
space for two stretchered patients and their associated medical 
equipment, as well as up to nine medical staff  or support people. 
The Metroliner shares the same Garrett engines as the Jetstream, 
but the fuselage is longer, with a smaller cross-section. 

Air Ambulance Operations
Almost every day a patient requires medical equipment or 

specialist care that is only available outside their local area. Each 
year New Zealand’s air ambulance services carry thousands of  
patients on transfers between different hospitals, with illnesses 
ranging from heart or neurological conditions to accident injuries 
such as spinal damage or severe burns. Specially trained flight 
doctors and nurses accompany the patients from hospital to 
hospital. Air ambulances also fly entire medical teams between 
hospitals, as well as transport blood or freshly harvested organs 
from a donor to the recipient.  

One of  Life Flight’s specialities is neo-natal transfers, with 
the Trust flying about 200 premature babies per year. Capital and 
Coast DHB, in partnership with Life Flight, introduced two new 
incubators in August 2010 after four years of  development. They 
are the first incubators in NZ to be certified by CAA, and the 
first incubators capable of  carrying twins. Many twins are born 
premature so they make up a high percentage of  the premature 
babies carried by the Trust. Previously this would have taken two 
incubators, two doctors and two nurses. On neo-natal flights a 
doctor and a specially trained flight nurse are carried, along with the 
babies’ parents or relatives. This service is exceptionally important, 
since it allows for babies to be transferred to and from Wellington 
Hospital’s Neo-Natal Intensive Care Unit (NICU). Caring for a 
premature baby can be gruelling work for parents, and often the 
baby will have been born elsewhere and moved to Wellington, away 
from the family’s support network. The Trust’s incubators allow the 
babies to be transferred back into the community of  origin a lot 
earlier, which is greatly appreciated by the parents and relatives.

Patients are moved to and from their hospital beds on stretcher 
bridges that were designed by Life Flight and custom made in New 
Zealand especially for this purpose. Compatible with both aircraft 
and road ambulances, the patient’s stretcher is attached to the 
bridge, which carries the oxygen and essential medical equipment 
that must be kept with the patient at all times. Each bridge has its 
own power and oxygen supply, a ventilator, cardiac monitor and 
intravenous pumps, and can be stored in the cargo pod underneath 
the aircraft. As CEO David Irving explains, “Life Flight aircraft 
have much the same medical equipment that you would find in the 
Intensive Care Unit of  a regional hospital. It is all interchangeable 
between the fixed wing aircraft and the helicopter, enabling the 
seamless transport of  patients from bedside-to-bedside.” 

Emergency and Rescue Operations
The chain of  events that occur once an emergency call is 

received is complicated, and involves contributions of  multiple 
agencies and specialists. A 111 call will be answered in one of  
three communications centres 
based in Auckland, Wellington or 
Christchurch. In some instances (for 
example, accidents in very remote or 
inaccessible locations) a helicopter may 
be dispatched directly from the initial 
call, as the time that can be saved by 
flying can be the difference between 
life and death. In other cases, a road 
ambulance may be dispatched and 
then on arrival determine that a patient 
needs either faster transport, or needs 
to be taken to a different hospital.  

In some cases, people who go into 
remote locations carry a 406 Personal 
Locator Beacon from which a press of  
a button sends an signal, ultimately to 
the Rescue Coordination Centre. After a brief  check to determine 
that the activation is not accidental, a helicopter would usually be 
dispatched as it is equipped to track the signal directly to the person 
in difficulties.  

As soon as Life Flight receives the call, a number of  processes 
commence simultaneously. These include mission planning, team 
assembly, pre-flight checks, equipment selection (such as medical 
equipment, night vision goggles, winch gear), and air traffic control 
priority co-ordination. An attempt is made to contact anybody 

already on the ground at the location, and the best hospital to 
take the patient to is determined, and that hospital is notified. 
Meanwhile co-ordination is begun with any other agencies involved. 

If  the helicopter is dispatched to an emergency, the crew 
comprises the pilot, a crewman 
(who is also the winch-operator and 
a qualified basic paramedic) and an 
Advanced Intensive Care Paramedic 
from Wellington Free Ambulance. 
On arrival at the scene the paramedic 
takes charge of  the patient’s treatment, 
assisted by the crewman.  They 
stabilise the patient, carefully load 
them onto the medical stretcher and 
then into the helicopter. Treatment 
continues on the journey to hospital. 
If  flying into Wellington, they land 
on the helipad on the hospital roof  
and from there patients can be in the 
Emergency Department in less than 
90 seconds. On reaching the required 

facility, the paramedic hands over treatment to the specialist doctors 
and nurses.

The Life Flight operation is geared around providing an accurate 
response in as little time as possible. During the day they have an 
entire crew on base ready to go. The time from the receipt of  a call 
to the aircraft being airborne is usually no more than seven minutes 
in the helicopter and one hour in the fixed wing. At night, the crew 
must either sleep on base or live within ten minutes’ travel of  the 
base, and more preparation time is taken to ensure safe night flying.

BK117-D2 ZK-HLF performs a display for the public at the 
Omaka Classic Fighters airshow in 2011.

Chris Gee

Contact us today:  
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Life Flight’s Westpac Rescue Helicopter
Kawasaki BK117-D2   (ZK-HLF)

Now incorporated into the Eurocopter 
stable, the MBB/Kawasaki BK117 is widely 
used the world over for rescue work. A 
combined design and production effort 
between Messerschmitt-Bölkow-Blohm 
(MBB) of  Germany, and Kawasaki of  
Japan, the first BK117 flew in 1979. 

HLF is maintained and piloted under 
a contract with Helilink New Zealand. 
Harry Stevenson has been flying helicopters 
in New Zealand for over 20 years, and 
flying the BK117 since 2005. He finds 
this helicopter perfect for the work it is 
asked to do in this application. “Due to 
its compact size, with a fairly small rotor 
diameter and a nicely elevated tail rotor, we 
can land in quite confined areas,” he says. 
“At the same time the cabin design affords 
a good working space for the paramedics 
or medical teams. The clamshell doors at 
the aft of  the cabin also allow good access 
for loading and unloading patients. The 
aircraft is also very robust - it can handle 
some pretty tough weather conditions and 
is very versatile for all the different types of  
operations that we perform.”

HLF has a night vision capable cockpit, 
can be fitted with a 30 million candlepower 
Nightsun searchlight, and can carry 
Forward Looking Infra Red (FLIR) thermal 
imaging equipment that is so sensitive the 
crew can tell whether a house is insulated 
or not as they fly above them. 

Different attachments are fitted to 
HLF’s winch depending on the rescue 
being undertaken. For water rescues, 
the ‘cinch collar’ is put over the person’s 
head, and under their arms. As they are 
lifted a clip releases, tightening the collar 
and ensuring they cannot fall out of  the 
harness even if  they become unconscious. 
The ‘nappy’ harness is designed for 

rescuing people who are not in the water. 
The person being rescued puts their feet 
through the holes in the harness with the 
remainder coming around their front or 
behind. Paramedics and rescue crew also 
wear mountain-climbing harnesses that 
attach to the winch hook near the chest, 
leaving their hands and feet free to assist 
those who are being rescued. 

Flying a Rescue helicopter places a lot 
of  new and challenging demands on a pilot.  
“Personally the biggest learning curve was 
coming to grips with flying at night, and of  
course learning to fly on the night vision 
goggles was another skill as well,” Harry 
says. “Typically as a normal commercial 
pilot there is not much call to be flying at 
night, apart from frost control ops. I know 
when I began in 2005 I had fairly minimal 
night experience, most of  which was frost 
control which is an entirely different ball 

game than flying cross-country at night 
to unknown remote landing sites, or 
conducting search operations at night in the 
hills or over water.” Night cross country 
ratings and night vision goggle ratings are 
an absolute necessity for a rescue pilot. 
“In my opinion it is certainly the night 
operations that are the most difficult and 
challenging part of  the job” Harry says.  
“There are also a lot of  avionics and role 
equipment that you must know thoroughly, 
ranging from beacon tracking gear, search 
and rescue GPS, operation of  search lights 
and the night sun, the list goes on…”. 

The other type of  operation that 
is associated with rescue operations is 
winching and a lot of  training and effort 
put into performing safe and competent 
winching operations which could be 
from boats and yachts, from the water, or 
through heavy bush during day or night, 

Training with other agencies is an important part of maintaining safe rescue operations 
and preparedness for whatever mission the crew might be tasked to next.

The BK117’s high tail boom allows easy 
access to its rear clamshell doors.

Inside the BK117 looking out through the 
rear and sliding side doors.

Life Flight team in action, attending to a 
patient at a road accident.

Mark Tantrum

If your aircraft 
needs some care, we can 
help breathe new life into it.

www.pacificaerocoatings.com
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All to a better than new standard that 
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helicopter maintenance limited
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HELISPRAY  by  HELISPECS
the originator of the carbon fibre boom concept

R44 BAGGAGE PODS by HELISPECS

l 220 litres capacity per pod 
l Light weight - each pod only 
weighs 14kg l 250lb structural 
load per pod l Vented for 
animal carriage l Removable 
drain bung for cleaning l 
Simple 30 second installation 
or removal l Elegant design 
and excellent functionality

HELIPOWER  by  HELISPECS
Battery Installation for Bell 206, AS350, MD369C,D,E,F,530F,600N

l Maintenance free sealed lead acid batteries 
l Light weight - 15lb saving over conventional lead acid battery 

l 16 amp hours (typical NiCad is only 13 amp hours l Improved starting 
l Initial installation $1800+gst  l Replacement batteries $700+gst

HELISPECS

for AS350 B2, B3, 
and Super C
l 1000 litre capacity with 
room for foaming l Belly 
tank incorporating simple one 
person installation and removal 
l Forward mounted carbon 
fibre booms l Optional light 
weight carbon fibre tank 
l Single boom isolation option 
l Accurate, pressure operated 
contents gauge in pilot’s 
console l Dump doors open 
and close from pilot’s controls 
for fire fighting and partial 
load dumps l Designed by 
Operators for Operators 
l Competitively priced 
l Buy NZ made

l Lightweight, 72kg with 4hp 
Honda l Low mass oscillation 
absorbing carbon fibre booms 
l All stainless / carbon fibre 
construction means zero 
corrosion l Fast and simple 
installation and removal 
l Single boom isolation option

for Robinson R44

l Eliminates twisting loads l Increased skid 
clearance  l Telescoping handle

NEW:  R44 GROUND 
HANDLING WHEELS
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Claim Time Peace of Mind
Unless you are violating the terms of  your policy, 
there should be no need for paranoia if  the time 
comes for an insurance claim. Bill Beard from 
Avsure explains as follows:

I HAVE occasionally been party to a 
conversation wherein an aircraft owner 
will vent his opinion fairly strongly that 
Aviation Insurers would do whatever they 
could to avoid paying claims. I deal with 
insurance companies every day of  the 
week and you may be interested to know 
that the underwriting staff  of  the majority 
of  companies are very knowledgeable in 
aviation matters, either being long standing 
aviation enthusiasts or pilots, and in some 
cases even aircraft owners themselves.

Having been involved in the aviation 
insurance industry for 25+ years, I’ve only 
come across a few insurance claims that 
were justifiably denied. However, over this 
time I cannot recall seeing even one claim 
being declined for what I would consider 
questionable reasons.

I can assure you that aviation insurers 
would only consider declining a claim if  
there is a clear violation of  the policy terms 
and conditions and that the violation is 
directly related to the cause of  the accident 
that resulted in the claim.

Claim settlements are the insurance 
industry’s ‘shop window’. Companies will 
not risk legal action as a result of  declining 
a claim on non-related grounds. On the 
other hand, I would expect an insurance 
company to deny a claim if  the pilot was 
either not named as an approved pilot or 
did not meet the pilot qualifications or 
minimum experience levels under an open 

pilot warranty. Likewise you could expect 
problems if  at the time of  an accident, the 
aircraft was being used for something other 
than the approved uses under the policy.

The best way to avoid problems in this 
area is to make sure your policy is correctly 
issued. I suggest you check it right now 
to ensure the uses adequately meet your 
requirements, bearing in mind that standard 
uses do not include (amongst other more 
hazardous activities) instruction, private 
hire/rental, aerobatics, patrols, experimental 
or competition flying or air races unless 
specifically mentioned in the schedule.

Ensure all pilots that fly your aircraft are 
named or meet any restrictions imposed 
under the policy. Ensure the correct pilot 
information, with regard to experience and 
hours on type are accurately recorded with 
the underwriting company. Bear in mind 
that known CAA violations relating to any 
pilot should be notified and updated every 
renewal. It is important to keep in mind 
that it is a policy condition that you must 
comply with all CAA rules with regard to 
the operation of  your aircraft.

Avsure only arranges policies with 
specialist aviation insurance companies with 
an “A” or higher rating which indicate an 
excellent claims paying ability. We are very 
particular with regard to security we use 
in arranging aircraft insurances to ensure 
prompt and reliable settlements in the event 
of  claims, but the owner(s) / policy holder 
must comply with the policy conditions.

To discuss this topic or any other 
questions relating to aviation insurance or 
to seek quotations, contact Bill Beard at 
Avsure on 0800 322 206.

contributed by Bill Beard

Avsure Insurance Feature

Type:  Robinson R44   ISG
Location: Opuawhanga    POB: 1
Operation: Agricultural Injuries: Nil 
Date:  13 June 2012 
Report: Helicopter struck power lines 

during an agricultural spraying operation. 
The helicopter was damaged but a safe 
landing was made.

Type:  NZ Aerospace FU24-950   EMA
Location: Tarras    POB: 0
Operation: Agricultural Injuries: Nil 
Date:  4 July 2012 
Report: The aircraft was left unattended 

on the airstrip, with the engine running 
and the propeller in feather, and with the 
pilot standing nearby. The propeller moved 
to the fine position, causing the aircraft 
to move approximately 20m, striking the 
loading vehicle.

Type:  Piper PA-28-181   FWS
Location: Raglan    POB: 4
Operation: Training Dual Injuries: Nil 
Date:  27 May 2012 
Report: Aircraft overran the runway 

and went through the fence on a take-off  
attempt.

Type:  Cessna 172M   EZK
Location: Otorohanga    POB: 3
Operation: Private Other Injuries: 1s 
Date:  25 April 2012 
Report: Aircraft landed with a strong 

tailwind and ended up rolling into a ditch 
at the end of  the runway.

Type:  Robinson R44 II   HFF
Location: Wellsford    POB: 1
Operation: Agricultural Injuries: Nil 
Date:  23 April 2012 
Report: During an agricultural operation 

while the pilot was focusing on the area 
to be sprayed, he suddenly realised that he 
was too close to some power lines in the 
area and reacted by aft cyclic and increased 
collective input. The control inputs resulted 
in the helicopter pitching up and rotating 
to the right before descending rapidly and 
impacting the ground.

Type:  Grob Twin Astir   GWZ
Location: Stratford    POB: 2
Operation: Training Dual Injuries: Nil 
Date:  9 April 2012 
Report: Glider on short final was required 

to take avoiding action against a glider 
and tow plane on takeoff  from the same 
runway. The avoiding action caused the 
glider’s left wing to contact the ground, 
resulting in a 180 degree ground loop, 
breaking the tail boom off.

Accident and Incident Reports
are provided courtesy of

Please note: These weekly accident reports are sourced from 
www.caa.govt.nz and contain information as reported to the CAA 
recently. As such, the accuracy of  the information supplied cannot 
be guaranteed. Refer to www.caa.govt.nz for other details which 
may be added as more information is received by the Authority.

all in a wide range of  weather conditions. Harry also points out that 
“another big challenge that is more commonly faced by rescue pilots 
is the discipline of  making safe decisions when faced with sometimes 
strong external pressures. People’s lives are on the line.”

Communications are an important part of  any rescue. “Good 
communications within our team on board are absolutely vital to 
carrying out the operations that we undertake”, says Harry. “Between 
pilots, Life Flight crew, and the Wellington Free Paramedics we are a 
pretty tight knit team, and we put a lot of  time and effort into crew 
resource management (CRM) training. We all have input, but at the 
end of  the day it’s the pilot that is responsible for the safe conduct of  
the operation. Communications can be an enormous extra workload 
on some jobs, especially search and rescue. When it gets busy we 
divide up the tasks between pilot and crew, whereby the pilot will 
communicate on the aviation frequencies and the Life Flight crew 
will talk to Police, fire, coast guard, ambulance, and maritime radio.”

The Westpac Rescue Helicopter can be called on to carry out a 
wide variety of  missions at a moments notice. The role of  an air 
rescue crewmember is highly rewarding and widely sought after, and 
like other rescue services throughout the country, the Life Flight 
Trust team are highly trained professionals who live their job.

Costs, sponsorship and fundraising
CEO David Irving explains, “It costs $10 million per annum 

to run our emergency air services. Fees for certain services to the 
District Health Boards and other government agencies contribute 
approximately $6.5 million per year. That leaves $3.5 million for the 
community to raise each year to keep us flying. We absolutely rely on 
support from the community and are very grateful to everyone who 
contributes to save lives.”

The Life Flight Trust employs 24 people across its Wellington 
and Auckland operations including those who take care of  the 
administration and fundraising. The small team of  marketing, 
publicity and fundraisers staff  need to raise over $2500 for every 
mission flown. Along with door to door and community fundraising, 
many people and families whose lives have been touched by Trust 
will donate or bequeath funds. 

The Trust relies heavily on corporate relations and sponsorship, 
with business’s gaining a lot of  respect in their community by being 
involved with Rescue Service support. An obvious example is  
Westpac with the heavily branded helicopters in the news constantly 
as they save lives all over New Zealand. Other sponsors behind the 
Life Flight Trust include NZCT, TV3, the Dominion Post, Radio 
Network, Auckland International Airport, Wellington International 
Airport, Wellington City Council, Fuji Xerox, and TeamTalk.

As well, a much appreciated network of  volunteers are required 
for fundraising, and many in the community thoroughly enjoy 
helping this organisation to save lives by donating their time or 
services. Who wouldn’t feel good every time they see a Rescue 
Helicopter or Air Ambulance in the news saving yet another life, 
knowing it was able to carry out its mission due to their contribution?

KiwiFlyer thanks the Life Flight Team for helping to organise our air-to-air 
photo shoot with ZK-LFW. Special thanks to Ian Pirie who flew the Jetstream 
with Andrew Mill as co-pilot. The camera-ship was a Cessna 182 of  the 
Wellington Aero Club flown by Mathew Miller, both doing a great job especially 
considering the minimum speed of  the Jetstream and the maximum speed of  the 
182. Thanks also to Steve Lowe from the 3rd Level New Zealand Blog for the 
wealth of  information available on his excellent website: 3rdlevelnz.blogspot.co.nz   

For more information about Life Flight, visit:      www.lifeflight.org.nz



Bell 206 Simulator Platform for sale
IN RECENT years, turn-key generic simulators have become 
available at a moderate cost that can be configured to resemble 
a range of  fixed wing aircraft. These typically use predominantly 
third party software for the actual simulation and visuals, such as 
X-Plane. Because such software is 
readily available, it is not beyond a 
reasonably skilled IT enthusiast to 
create a customised ‘actual’ simulator 
for a specific aircraft or training 
requirement. Aside from interfacing 
and integration systems, what is 
required are the aircraft hardware, 
switch functions and electronics to 
interpret physical control movements 
and feed these into the software 
platform. The hardware half  of  the 
solution is offered by Auckland based 
Black Hawk Simulation who thus far 
has constructed both fixed wing and 
helicopter simulation platforms. 

This company saw the opportunity 
to build custom platforms in the New 
Zealand market as there were very few 
around, particularly in the helicopter 
industry. That said, their first customer 
was in fact Massey University 
School of  Aviation for whom they 
built a Diamond DA40 platform. 
Later a small BK117 platform was 
constructed and following this, a Bell 
206 platform which has since been 
leased to an Auckland helicopter 
flying school up until the end of  
June this year. Development of  the software, integration, and 
certification components of  the project was in this case taken on 
by the helicopter school which in this application received CAA 
certification. 

For Sale: Bell 206 simulator platform
The aforementioned simulator platform, which is essentially 

a Bell 206 cutaway cockpit with dual controls is now for sale - 
excluding the actual computers and software that it was running 

with when recently operational.
What is included is the suite of  

electronics required to interpret 
control movements and switch 
functions, and feed these into an 
appropriately configured PC and 
software system. Typical of  most 
simulators, this one uses a large LCD 
screen to create instruments behind a 
realistically configured panel that also 
incorporates Garmin GNS530 GPS 
controls. It also includes a comms 
panel and overhead switch panel, both 
configured in a similar manner to a 
Bell 206.

The simulator was operating 
with three separate computers, one 
controlling visuals (in this installation 
using 3 projectors for a wrap-around 
effect), one for an Instructor’s 
station and one to run the simulation 
software.

Lawrence from Black Hawk 
Simulation says that purchasers of  
the simulator platform could either 
work to reinstate it in a manner that 
would again achieve CAA certification, 
or develop it into a high-end gaming 
experience.

For more information
To find out more about the Bell 206 platform that is for sale, 

or to enquire about building other simulator platforms, contact 
Lawrence on 027 436 8587.

Top and left: The simulator cockpit. An LCD screen resides 
behind the instrument panel. Right centre: Some of the electronics 
that translate control and switch movements. Right lower: Pedal 

assembly from a BK117 simulator platform.
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Superior Aircraft Protection with AGlaze
A NEW range of  aircraft detailing products are now available 
in New Zealand. Most significant of  the AGlaze range is their 
Surface Sealant which is certified to the standards required by 
Boeing, Airbus and BAE Systems for application on their aircraft 
and has been used for more than 15 years to protect and maintain 
the appearance of  aircraft paintwork by several well known 
airlines. AGlaze is also used by Police and rescue services around 
the world as well as many private aircraft owners. In recent wind 
tunnel testing by the Aircraft Research Association, AGlaze surface 
protection has been proven to reduce aircraft drag, even on brand 
new unweathered paint finishes.

AGlaze Surface Sealant
Exclusive New Zealand 

AGlaze Aviation Applicator, 
Chris Auret from Aircraft 
Detailing NZ explains that 
AGlaze Surface Sealant is much 
more than a traditional ‘polish’; 
“As the AGlaze sealant cures, 
it bonds to the paint substrate 
creating an ultra thin, and 
uniform layer of  protection. This 
new smoother finish no longer 
provides a ‘key’ for dirt particles 
to stick to and is much more 
water repellent. The smoother 
surface has less drag and so the flow of  air across the surface is 
also improved. In addition the sealant also contains specialist UV 
absorbers which absorb UV rays and release them as harmless infra 
red, preventing UV damage to the treated surface.”

Chris says the sealant is neither a polish nor a wax, rather; “it is 
a blend of  polymers and UV absorbers that ensure full protection 
against ultra violet light and fading. The sealant is completely safe 
on all plastics, rubber, chrome and stainless steel and does not 
leave behind any white marks or dust. AGlaze also extends paint 
life, offering protection from extreme temperature and weather 
changes. As dirt particles are less able to stick to the surface, paint 
is easier to clean and more resistant to a wide range of  pollutants – 
once the glaze has been applied, insects, bird droppings, and other 
contaminants can simply be wiped off  with a damp cloth.”

Proven Drag Reduction and Fuel Savings
AGlaze have proven that their system reduces fuselage drag, 

having put the process through wind tunnel testing in order to 
demonstrate fuel savings for commercial aircraft. 

In late 2011, in partnership with Airbourne colours, AGlaze 
began a six month test using one of  BMI Baby’s Boeing 737-300’s 
equipped with Boeings Airplane Performance Monitoring system. 
The result of  this test showed an airframe improvement of  0.8%, 
from which has been calculated a 161 tonne fuel saving per year for 
this AGlazed aircraft.

In May 2012, AGlaze Surface Sealant was tested in the Aircraft 
Research Association’s transonic wind tunnel (in the U.K.), on 
their Z146 civil reference model. This test supported the previous 
findings and also demonstrated the product could reduce drag 
on a brand new smooth and unweathered paint finish. Airbourne 
Colours painted the wind tunnel model such that the surface would 

match that of  a new commercial airliner as closely as possible.
The tunnel was then run at Mach 0.8 for just the painted model, 

then again with AGlaze applied. Analysis of  the results showed an 
average profile drag reduction of  1.3%, after the application of  
AGlaze to the painted surface of  the model.

The AGlaze Product Range
As well as paint cleaning and sealant, more than 20 additional 

AGlaze products are available, covering the full detailing spectrum 
from leather, vinyl and fabric cleaners, plexiglass restoration and 

cleaning, alumininium, chrome 
and stainless cleaner/polishes, 
through to a silver ion based, 
non allergenic air purifier that 
eliminates smells and bacteria.

Do-it-yourself  AGlaze kits 
are also available, consisting of  
aviation shampoo, preparation, 
sealant, application cloths and 
instructions. Firstly the aircraft 
is washed to get it as clean 
as possible. The preparation 
compound is then rubbed over 
the paintwork, preparing it for 
the glaze sealant and removing 
any stubborn stains. Two coats 
of  sealant are then applied. 

Customers often perceive that there won’t be enough glaze to 
cover their aircraft but a little goes a long way (2 litres are all that is 
required to coat a Boeing 747) and one application will typically last 
a minimum of  12 months on frequently used aircraft.

Aircraft Detailing NZ
AGlaze have appointed Aircraft Detailing NZ (ADNZ) as their 

exclusive partner in the NZ aviation sector. Chris Auret (who has 
a professional background as an aircraft engineer) and his team at 
ADNZ are now offering the full spectrum of  exterior and interior 
aircraft care with AGlaze products in Auckland, North Shore, 
Ardmore, Hamilton and Napier. Aircraft Detailing NZ are also 
authorised CorrosionX applicators. Contact Chris on 021 262 
2272 or visit www.adnz.co.nz    More information on the range of  
AGlaze aviation products is available from Tom Mueller on 
09 438 8800 or visit www.aglaze.co.nz

Tested in the Aircraft Research Association’s transonic wind tunnel, AGlaze has 
been proven to reduce drag even on brand new unweathered paint finshes.

We enhance and protect your asset. Authorised CorrosionX Applicator     

Specialist Cleaning and Valet Services for all sizes of Fixed and Rotary 
Wing Aircraft including Leather Care and Anti Corrosion Treatment. 
Invest in your aircraft’s future value and in your own peace of mind.

Contact Chris  021 262 2272           www.adnz.co.nz
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TRACMAP INSTALLATIONS
ALL MODELS - SUPPLY, INSTALL, CERTIFY, for $14,900 +GST + ANTENNAE

Hughes 300 Wide Panel also available. Other installations under development.

Hangar 6, Taupo Airport.  Ph: 07 378 8688   Fx: 07 378 0692   E: rotorandwing@xtra.co.nz      www.rotorandwing.co.nz
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contributed by Jill McCaw

Interesting People in Aviation: The Kiwi Flyer Interview KiwiFlyer

An Interview with Kevin Bethwaite
Airways’ Performance Based Navigation Implementation Manager

THE SECOND person in the 
spotlight in our new interview series is 
Airways’ Performance Based Navigation 
Implementation Manager, Kevin Bethwaite. 
Jill McCaw asked Kevin to talk about what 
he does, what that long title means and a bit 
about his role at the Warbirds Over Wanaka 
Airshow. Then of  course we had to ask him 
what he does for fun.

What’s your title and what does it mean?
I’m Airways’ Performance Based 

Navigation Implementation Manager. I 
manage the introduction of  what’s called 
Performance Based Navigation (PBN) 
in New Zealand’s Domestic Airspace. 
Specifically this involves the introduction 
of  new air routes including arrival, 
approach and departure procedures.  I 
coordinate a lot of  other people with 
different specialist jobs. For instance I’m 
the link between the Air Traffic Control 
system and the Airlines. I’m like an 
architect who has a wide knowledge of  a 
topic and a creative skill but I need many 
other specialists to take my concepts to the 
finished product. 

What’s your background in the business?
I have been in Air Traffic Control all 

my working life. I joined (the Ministry of  
Transport) as an Air Traffic Control Cadet 
in 1968 on leaving high school.

How much time have you spent on the tower?
I’ve spent time in pretty much every 

operational capacity that Air Traffic 
Controllers do, including being a Tower 
Controller at Nelson, Woodbourne, and 
Invercargill for short periods when I first 

got my ATC rating. I spent about ten years 
in Christchurch tower before moving 
on to the radar centre and other training 
standards and sector team leader jobs.  

Is what you are doing a natural progression from 
Air Traffic Controller or is it something you took 
an interest in and moved into?

It is very much something I took an 
interest in and pushed to do. Airways did 
not have anyone doing my role prior to 
me in 2006 and I have developed it from 
a part time position to a full time one with 
a dedicated budget within the Airways 
modernisation projects. 

And back to PBN. Most readers will understand 
that there’s something cool that means they don’t 
get stuck in Queenstown as often as they used to, 
but don’t know much more about it than that. 
(PBN is an ‘in-aircraft’ system that uses Global 
Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) – satellite 
systems that provide navigation information to 
aircraft systems to allow navigation without ground 
based systems.) 

What was involved/achieved in the initial 
implementation?

Initially Qantas and Air New Zealand 
both contracted a company called Naverus 
to design approaches and departures at QN 
using this new technology. The result was 
they could fly into and out of  QN when 
the cloud base was only 500 ft above the 
runway. These procedures were designed 
to separate an aircraft from terrain but 
did not include separating one aircraft 
from another aircraft so they have limited 
potential. We have redesigned the holistic 
system using PBN and included aircraft vs. 
aircraft separations together with aircraft 
vs. terrain separations and have more than 
doubled the capacity of  the ‘system’.

Currently some aircraft now call the 
tower asking for a clearance to start - and 
the tower are giving a 20 to 30 minute 
delay because another aircraft is arriving 
and the ‘system’ just cannot manage. After 
15th November this year when the new 
procedures are effective I don’t expect this 
(delay) to happen.

What does it mean for travellers?
We expect the new system to allow 

much more ‘on time departures’. At least 
from the Air Traffic Control end we would 

not expect someone to say they have an Air 
Traffic Control Delay. Of  course if  there 
are even more aircraft wanting to come and 
go then there will still be the occasional 
delay. 

It should also dramatically improve the 
safe management of  flights in and out 
of  QN as separations are inbuilt and last 
minute changes will not be needed.

Have the Airlines been on board with the new 
system?

It was actually Qantas that kicked it off  
and Air New Zealand came in pretty much 
at the same time.

Now Jetstar have obtained certification 
to fly these RNP AR (Required Navigation 
Performance – Authorisation Required) 
procedures as well. Pacific Blue (Virgin) are 
in the process of  establishing certification 
at this time. The new procedures have this 
time been commissioned by Airways (rather 
than airlines) which has enabled a much 
better overview of  the optimum outcome. 
Come 15th November this year when the 
revised procedures become effective I 
expect the four current Jet operators (Air 
New Zealand, Qantas, Jetstar, and Virgin) 
to all be using these. New entrants would 
need approval from Airways and CAA to 
access these new procedures.

Those without certification will fly new 
procedures (compared to what is available 
today) as well but will not have the ability 
to operate when the cloud is very low. This 
category needs to establish visual reference 
to the ground and aerodrome from further 
away. 

What airports have PBN systems in place now, 
and what is expected in the future?

PBN comes in different forms. Most 
aerodromes have (basic) PBN procedures 
whereby aircraft navigate using GNSS 
(GPS). Many ‘conventional’ procedures are 
actually flown using GNSS overlay, a bit like 
many car drivers now use their TomTom 
in place of  the road map in a book. At the 
more advanced end of  PBN use is RNP 
AR. There are RNP AR approaches in use 
at Rotorua and Auckland and a RNP AR 
Departure used at Wellington.   

The PBN implementation program 
intends to revise all IFR procedure in NZ 
over the next four to five years. The default 
system we are targeting is one based on the 

use of  GNSS. Each controlled aerodrome 
will retain some VOR-based approach and 
departure procedures.

A backup network of  VOR/DME 
will be retained, primarily focused on 
the controlled aerodromes to ensure 
non-RNAV/RNP operations can be 
accommodated. 

I have been working with Airlines so 
that we, and they, understand the new 
navigation equipment aircraft are supplied 
with versus the older aircraft flying around. 
We are coordinating the transition from 
current procedures to the new PBN ones. 
We are very lucky in NZ that almost 95% 
of  all IFR flights now use PBN, usually 
GNSS based so we can move forward 
knowing that aircraft who are ‘unable PBN’ 
are able to be managed as a separate group 
and don’t compromise the vast majority.

How did you come to be on the tower at Warbirds 
Over Wanaka?

I first worked at Wanaka in about 1998 
I think. I was asked to do the ATC for 
the before and after show periods. i.e. 
Typical Tower ATC managing itinerant 
aircraft arriving and departing Wanaka. 
Wanaka is normally uncontrolled (there 
is no permanent control tower as the 
traffic is light) but in the two to three days 
before the show traffic levels increase to a 
point where it is prudent to have ‘normal’ 
ATC service. In the last two shows I have 
worked for the Warbirds Over Wanaka 
Show organisation as Assistant Display 
Director, managing the aircraft ground and 
airborne activity for the period of  the show 
itself.

Who else is on your team for the airshow?
Airways can provide a specialist team 

to control itinerant traffic before and after 
air-shows. James Pengelly is currently the 
head of  this and other team members are 
picked from around the regional towers in 
the country. They will all be people who 
have plenty experience and are used to busy 
traffic. At the 2010 and 2012 shows Barry 
Brunton has had the principal Display 
Director role. 

How much preparation is involved (NOTAMs 
and stuff  as well as getting the team together and 
making it work on the day)?

Barry does all the hard stuff  getting 
the documentation right. i.e. the legal and 
formal stuff. He also attends all the pre-
show meetings the organisers need to have 
as the show programme is being developed. 
I always try to attend some meetings 
to keep fully in the loop in case ad-hoc 
decisions need to be made whilst the show 
in in progress. We have a strong focus on 
maintaining safety whilst facilitating the 
activity of  entertaining the public. 

Whilst we always strive to keep to the 
programme, in practice changes are made 
that should not be obvious to the public.

 
What’s the best bit?

The time immediately after each days 
‘performance’ when you know that it went 
well. Whilst the program itself  is designed 
to run without ‘massage’, as I have said 
things never go exactly to plan and if  all 
your decisions have helped make the show 
that much more continuous, exciting, and 
safe then that’s a buzz.

Is it fun?
I’ll give you a good controller’s answer 

- When I’m in control, yes it is fun and 
extremely satisfying. When events happen 
that start to test your control, it’s not fun 
but that’s when your experience is most 
valuable.  

 
Like many people involved in the aviation industry, 
Kevin Bethwaite has an aeronautical hobby. A 
glider pilot since 2004 he works hard to give 
something back to his sport. He is the President of  
the Canterbury Gliding Club, the fastest growing 
gliding club in the country.

How did you get into gliding?  
It was entirely due to my brother 

Warwick. He rang me the day he got his 
C-cat glider instructor rating and said, 
“Come on. You are going to be my first 
pupil.” I went out to Wigram the next 
Saturday and loved it instantly. I wrote out 
a cheque for my membership and a fixed 
charge flying scheme on the spot. 

Has gliding affected what you do at work?
Gliding has given me so much more 

awareness of  ‘energy management’ in 
flight. I truly believe it is the single biggest 
asset I bring to my Aeronautical Procedure 
Development role. A key component of  
the design of  new flight tracks, especially 
in the arrival phase is to minimise fuel burn 
and noise. To do this an airliner ideally 
needs to reduce power at the top of  the 
descent and ‘glide’, with no added thrust, all 
the way to touchdown at a runway. 
                            
Kevin, thank you for your time.

EXCLUSIVE WEB ONLY OFFER
Purchase any LED Lighting product over $250 +GST at www.avionics.co.nz and receive a 
$20 Discount. Quote coupon number ‘kiwiflyer1’ at the checkout to receive your discount. 

Limit 1 coupon discount per person.  Available for a limited time only. 

We offer services for:

Importing and Sourcing

Japanese logbook translation

Business Development Advice

Introduction and Liaison

Contact: Yasuo Ariyama    P: 021 297 7715   E: jnzac@hotmail.com
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Aviation Industry Conference Week
Rotorua  .  4th to 10th August 2012

AIA Aviation Industry Conference Week Supplement

Welcome to our Aviation Industry 
Conference Week 2012 in Rotorua.

Conference Week is attended by all the 
key stakeholders in the New Zealand 
aviation industry representing Agricultural 
Aviation, EMS, Engineering, Flight 
Training, Helicopters, Supply and Services, 
Air Transport and the RNZAF, as well as 
the NZ Civil Aviation Authority, Ministry 
of  Transport, Airways, MetService, TAIC, 
NZTE, NASO, MoE, and TEC.

With over 100 speakers during the 
week, covering all areas of  aviation, the 
conference is attended by up to 200 
delegates per day and attracts delegates 
from the Asia Pacific region, USA and UK. 
The first two days of  the conference focus 
on the Agricultural Aviation sector with 
Tuesday heralding the arrival of  Helicopter 
representatives and the remaining sectors 
commencing Wednesday.

During the week there are 70 plus trade 
exhibitors covering all aspects of  the 
industry including safety equipment, GPS 
tracking, ground support equipment, 
flight training providers, MRO’s and 
manufacturers of  engines and aircraft/
helicopters plus more. 

The conference provides a range of  
networking opportunities especially 
designed to allow suppliers to meet 
potential clients including 5 dinners 
throughout the week, plus a special ‘speed 
dating’ event to be held with the Military to 
allow those who are interested in supplying 
the NZ military the opportunity to make 
contact with the right people. The AIA is 
always ready to assist whenever possible 
bringing interested parties together.

Enjoy your time at Conference Week and 
do take advantage of  the many networking 
opportunities available. We look forward to 
seeing you there.
                                             Irene King

Welcome Message
from the CEO

5 reasons to book
your place at 
this event today

Ag. Aviation 
Whether you belong to 
NZAAA or not you must be 
there. Ag Aviation and the 
way it is regulated is on 
the cusp of change – all 
stakeholders must be part 
of the change !!

Training 
Exclusive for aviation in 
risk management, safety 
management systems and 
operational risk management, 
noise abatement and 
chemical revalidation

AIRCARE 
This programme is a valuable 
tool for all in aviation. It 
brings together environmental, 
safety and other critical 
codes under one assurance 
programme.

Safety Lessons
Gain invaluable “inside” 
safety lessons that could keep 
you alive.

Build a $16Bn industry
Grow your business, 
understand the global 
opportunities and become 
part of aviation’s 
“One Industry” voice.        
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You’re invited to the 
AVIATION INDUSTRY GALA AWARDS DINNER
Rotorua Energy Events Centre    9th August 2012 at 7pm

Guest Speaker:  
A380 CAPTAIN Richard de Crespigny

Early into the Singapore/Sydney leg of flight QF32 on 4th November 2010, one 
of four engines exploded. The damage to the aircraft was extensive. On top of 
ensuring that 469 passengers remained calm during the ordeal, Richard had a 
mammoth task on the flight deck to keep the aircraft in the air and then get it back 
on the ground. For two hours he and his fellow crew (technical and cabin) remained 
calm as they planned to stabilise the damage, configure the overweight aircraft, 
then manoeuvre it towards Changi Airport in Singapore…
A New Zealand consortium led by Metal Tech Engineering of Hamilton, was 
instrumental in the subsequent repair. Come and listen to their story too.

Pre Dinner Drinks at 6:30pm. 
Dress standard is Black Tie. Corporate tables are available.

Open to the public. Book your place at www.aia.org.nz/A380

Contact:  Brett Sanders
Bus:   09 299 9442
Fax:    09 299 9458
Mobile:   021 748 984
Email:  brett@heliflitepacific.com
Web:  www.heliflitepacific.com
Address: 168 Kittyhawk Lane,
 Ardmore Airport, Auckland.

ROBINSON R66 TURBINE 
5 SOLD - LIMITED 2012 
SLOTS AVAILABLE

NEW, OVERHAULED, AND
PRE-OWNED R44S & R22S
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

NEW AND PRE-OWNED 
AGUSTAS AVAILABLE 

PO Box 812
Cambridge 3450
New Zealand

CAANZ Approval SUP 69410

HARDWARE - AN, MS, NAS and other standards
RAW MATERIAL - Sheet, Tube, Bar and Extrusions

GENERAL GA PARTS - Airframe, Engine and associated items
MICHELIN TYRE DISTRIBUTOR

SPECIALIST IN SOURCING HARD TO FIND PARTS

For all your requirements,
Please contact:

P   +64 7 827 0233
F   +64 7 827 0236
M   +64 21 869 114
E   avparts@xtra.co.nz

About KiwiFlyer Magazine
KiwiFlyer is published every two months by Kiwi Flyer Limited. 
Editor: Michael Norton
Subscription rates: KiwiFlyer is delivered free to every NZ aircraft operator and aviation document holding 
business. Others may subscribe for just $25 (6 issues). Back issues may be downloaded free from our website.
All correspondence or enquiries to:
Kiwi Flyer Limited, PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244.
Phone: 0800 KFLYER (0800 535 937)              
Email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz      Web: www.kiwiflyer.co.nz
Advertising deadline for the next issue is 7th September. A rate card is available from www.kiwiflyer.co.nz
Unsolicited material is very welcome on an exclusive basis but none can be acknowledged or returned unless 
accompanied by a stamped, self addressed envelope. No responsibility can be accepted for loss or damage to 
unsolicited material. We recommend contacting the Editor first if you wish to contribute.
Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Kiwi Flyer Limited or the Editor. 
All rights reserved. The contents of KiwiFlyer are copyright and may not be reproduced in any form without 
written permission from the Editor. 
KiwiFlyer is printed by GEON & distributed by Gordon & Gotch.     ISSN 1170-8018

Advertise in this space from 
$112 +GST per issue

KiwiFlyer is focused on the New 
Zealand aviation community and 
delivered FREE to every aircraft 
operator and aviation business. 

Retail, website and other 
targeted distribution assures 
advertisers of the widest possible 
market coverage. We can help 
prepare your advertisement or 
write promotional editorial about 
your business.

P: 0800 535 937  
E: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz  
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz
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AIA Aviation Industry Conference Week Supplement KiwiFlyer
Rotorua, 4th - 10th August 2012

See us on Stand 31 during the
AIA Conference 8-10 August

Kannad ELT Compact Kit Kannad XS4GPS PLB Kannad Integra 3rd generation

Zaon XRX-A 
Collision Avoidance

Zaon MRX 
Collision Avoidance

Switlik X-Back
FAA approved Helicopter Vest

Emergency Beacon
Testing Equipment

Aviation Safety Supplies Limited

Ph: 07 543 0075
E: sales@aviationsafety.co.nz

www.aviationsafety.co.nz

New Switlik
Single Seat Life Rafts

Keynote Speaker Profiles  
Captain Richard de Crespigny 
Captain QF 32 Singapore-Sydney
Note: This talk is open to the public. 
Group bookings are available. See www.aia.org.nz

Melbourne born and educated Richard de Crespigny got his 
first taste of  a future flying career as a 14-year-old when his father 
organised a tour of  the RAAF Academy at Point Cook in Victoria. 
He had never seen such extraordinary facilities before. He knew, 
then, that he needed to get a university degree and become an 
RAAF officer and pilot.

Richard remained with the RAAF until 1986 when he joined 
Qantas, converting to Boeing 747s. He converted to A380 
command in 2008 as one of  Qantas’ most senior captains.

It was at the control of  the world’s largest and most advanced 
commercial jetliner when he and his fellow officers were faced with 
their greatest challenge. The date was November 4, 2010.

Early into the Singapore/Sydney leg of  flight QF32, one of  four 
engines exploded. The damage to the aircraft was extensive. On top 
of  ensuring that 469 passengers remained calm during the ordeal, 
Richard had a mammoth task on the flight deck to keep the aircraft 
in the air and then get it back on the ground. For two hours he and 
his fellow crew (technical and cabin) remained calm as they planned 
to stabilise the damage, configure the overweight aircraft, then 
manoeuvre it towards Changi Airport in Singapore and land safely.

Once on the ground, a recalcitrant engine refused to shut down, 
fuel was leaking near white hot brakes and a new environment was 
set for potential disaster. Passengers remained on board for two 
nervous hours before they safely disembarked.

The incident brought into play Richard de Crespigny’s 
considerable skills involving teamwork, problem solving, 
judgement, knowledge, experience and putting years of  highly-
skilled training into practice.

Come and hear also from the company who assisted in repair of  
the aircraft’s engine…   Metal Tech Engineering of  Hamilton.

David York
VP Regulations and International Affairs
Helicopter Association International

Dave is Vice President of  Regulations and International Affairs 
and Coordinator of  HAI’s Affiliate Program. Prior to joining HAI, 
he spent 25 years as a professional staff  member for several U.S. 
Congressmen, in a variety of  capacities ranging from speech writer 
and legislative director to Chief  of  Staff  for U.S. Senator and 
Baseball Hall of  Famer, Jim Bunning of  Kentucky. Prior to that 
stint with the U.S. Congress, Dave was a Captain and helicopter 
pilot in the United States Marine Corps. 

Since joining HAI, he has served on a variety of  rulemaking 
and advisory committees such as the Aeronautical Frequency 
Committee (AFC), Aviation Rulemaking Advisory Committee 
(ARAC), EXCOM, Air Traffic Procedures Advisory Committee 
(ATPAC), Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (sUAS) ARC, and the 
ARAC Rulemaking Prioritisation Working Group (RPWG).

In his role as Vice President of  International Affairs, Dave 
coordinates the activities of  the International Federation of  
Helicopter Association’s in a variety of  Panels and Working Groups 
at the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO).

Hon. David Carter
Minister for Primary Industries
Minister for Local Government

David was appointed Minister for Primary Industries – 
incorporating agriculture, biosecurity, forestry, fisheries and 
aquaculture - following the 2011 General Election. 

He was first elected to Parliament in 1994 as the MP for 
Selwyn. In the 1996 General Election, he won the Banks Peninsula 
electorate before becoming a list member based in Canterbury in 
1999. 

David was the Junior Government Whip in 1996, before 
being promoted to a Minister outside Cabinet in 1998. Ministerial 
responsibilities included Minister for Senior Citizens, Associate 
Minister for Food Fibre, Biosecurity and Border Control, Associate 
Minister for Revenue, and Associate Minister for Education. 

David attended St Bede’s College in Christchurch, and graduated 
with a Bachelor of  Agricultural Science degree from Lincoln 
University before embarking on a farming and business career. 
David currently farms beef  and sheep properties on Banks 
Peninsula and Cheviot in North Canterbury. 

Hon. Tim Groser
Minister for Trade
Minister for Climate Change Issues
Associate Minister of  Foreign Affairs

Tim was born in Perth, Scotland and came to New Zealand 
with his parents in 1958. After completing his education at Victoria 
University, where he obtained First Class Honours, he served as a 
policy adviser in a number of  key Departments including Treasury, 
Ministry of  Foreign Affairs and Trade, and the Prime Minister’s 
Advisory Group.

Tim is regarded as one of  the world’s leading experts on 
international trade. Prior to being elected as a member of  
Parliament in 2005 he was New Zealand’s Ambassador to the 
World Trade Organisation (WTO), and Chair of  Agricultural 
Negotiations for the WTO. As the Listener editorial of  14 August 
2004 put it: ‘Much [progress] appears due to the Olympian effort of  
New Zealand’s Ambassador to the WTO, Tim Groser. Described 
recently as ‘the most powerful man in world agriculture’ Groser 
was responsible for brokering the final groundbreaking deal in a 
marathon 13-hour session’.

Dr. Arthur Pape 
General Practitioner and CASA AME
Recent Developments on Colour Vision Deficiency

Arthur Pape is a General Practitioner out of  Victoria, Australia, 
a Designated Aviation Medical Examiner for CASA, and the holder 
of  an Australian CPL with Command Instrument Rating for Multi-
engine aircraft. He began his flying career in 1977 and since has 
over 1500 hour’s flying experience. Like 10% of  males in the world, 
and 0.7% of  females, Arthur has a colour vision deficiency (CVD), 
his specifically labelled as Deuteranopia. This condition became 
apparent to him during his studies as a medical student.

Upon receiving his first aviation license, Arthur was prohibited 
from flying at night because of  his CVD. This kick-started his 
inquiries into the aviation colour perception standard in 1977 and 
the Aviation Colour Perception Standard (ACPS) became a major 

focus of  his from then on. He spent the next ten years researching 
the evidence and scientific validity (or more specifically, the lack of  
scientific validity) behind the standard.

His research, culminated in two landmark appeals before the 
Administrative Appeals Tribunal of  Australia, the highest Court in 
Australia. The two appeals were sequential, and both successful. 
The outcomes saw the removal of  crippling restrictions on those 
pilots who have defective colour vision, and twenty years later he 
is proud to observe that CVD pilots who were not allowed to fly 
a Cessna at night in the early 1980s have now achieved careers as 
pilots in General Aviation to the highest of  ranks in the Airline 
Industry. Their performance as aircrew appears by all indicators to 
be indistinguishable from their colleagues with normal vision.

Arthur is aware of  the NZ CAA restrictive views on colour 

vision for pilots and those wanting to work as a pilot, and hopes 
that through the agency of  the newly created Colour Vision 
Defective Pilots Association (CVDPA) website, through presenting 
at Aviation Industry and Aviation medical conferences, and through 
submitting articles to aviation medical journals, the Australian 
experience will come to be seen as a positive example that will 
stimulate a new way of  thinking about the Aviation Colour 
Perception Standard. 

So, if  you or someone you know has been told by an aviation 
Doctor or the NZ CAA that their colour vision excludes them from 
working as a commercial pilot – come and listen to Arthur Pape.

Currently in New Zealand, an organisation called Colour Vision 
Aviators has been set up and is also working towards achieving the 
same goal here in New Zealand as has been achieved in Australia. 
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Exhibitor Directory
           Conference  Stand

 AAA AIA 

Aeromarsters  l l 1-4

Aeromotive l l 36

AeroNet / Module l l 26 

Airwork l l 13-16

Aquamax l l C2

Asia Pacific Aerospace l l C1

Aviation New Zealand 	 l	 9

Aviation Painting Services  l l C2

Aviation Safety  l	 31

Aviation Trader l	 l	 30

Avinet / Air Maestro l l 12

Ballance Agri-Nutrients l   32

Bell Helicopters l l C1

Black Boeing to Las Vegas l l 5

Civil Aviation Authority l l 21

DART Helicopter Services l l C1

ECO2000 / Avclean l l 11

Field Air Australia l  29

Fieldair Engineering l l C2

Flightcell l l 27

Gipps Aero l l 37

GSB l	 l	 6

Hawker Pacific NZ l l C1

Helicopter Association Int.  l 32

Heliflite  l 38

KiwiFlyer Magazine l	 l	 25

Loadrite l	 	 23

Navigatus / AIRCARE l	 l	 40

Oceania Aviation l l 36

Olympus  l 35

OmniSTAR l  33

Pacific Turbine Brisbane l  10

Pratt & Whitney Canada l  28

Precision Systems l	 	 31

RDS Systems l 	 9

RNZAF l l C3

TracMap NZ l l	 7-8

TracPlus l l	 22

Please note this list and stand allocations 
are current at the time of print. Stand 
allocations may be subject to change.

THIS year’s trade show has again 
exceeded the number of  trade stands last 
year, even with some usual exhibitors 
unable to attend. International exhibitors 
this year include Helicopter Association 
International who are returning for a 
second year; ECO2000 with the coolest 
environmental friendly products; Gippsland 
Aviation – the list goes on... 

“The growth of  our trade’s exhibition 
has been phenomenal over the past few 
years,” says Irene King, CEO of  AIA. 
“The benefit of  holding our conference 
in Rotorua this year is that we are not 
restricted for space and this has meant 
we can make our exhibition hall bigger to 
accommodate our trade exhibitors.

Reflecting the depth and integration of  

More Exhibitors at Trade Expo
our relationship with the RNZAF, we will 
be welcoming two exciting new visitors 
at this year’s trade show – the NH90 on 
Thursday and A109 on Friday. This is a 
major first for civilian aviation.”

Morning and afternoon teas as well 
as lunches will be served in the trade’s 
area throughout the week ensuring that 
exhibitors have maximum exposure to the 
conference delegates. There will also be our 
usual trades awards presented to the best 
stand for the AIA and NZAAA parts of  
the week.

The trade hall is about 90% full but we 
can always accommodate more,  so if  you 
want to make your presence known contact 
Bob Feasey at bob.feasey@aia.org.nz or call 
04 472 2707 for more information.
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25 24 23 22 212631 30 29 28 27
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33 34

32 35

38 39

37 40

C2

C336C1

Main Entry

Don’t miss out.

The last 3 
Trade Stand 
spaces are 
still available 
at the time of 
print. Contact 
Bob Feasey on 
04 472 2707 to 
book a place 
and promote 
your company 
to Aviation 
Week visitors.



Hydraulic Pressure and Loadcell based Weighing       
Solutions for the Fixed Wing and Helicopter Industries
l	Trade Approved options.
l	Data Capture options.
l	Practical and easy to use.
l	Customised for the individual if required.
l	Nationwide service and support.
l	Calibration services offered.

Pat Dougherty
P:  021 712 902    

  E: pat@rdssystems.co.nz
www.rdssystems.co.nz

New

Release

Visit RDS Systems at Stand 9 
during the NZAAA Conference

Collaborative Regulation
Don’t miss the 2012 NZ Agricultural Aviation Conference
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Network Central  
1900hrs Monday 6th August

Join Greg Ward and Bob Feasey in 
the bar at the Millennium Hotel for 
an impromptu jam session around 
good old jazz standards and maybe 
a bit of Elton John.

If you are a closet ‘Muso’ and can work off 
Real Book charts then bring your instrument 
along and join the fun.

Or just be there to enjoy the music !

ATTENDANCE at this year’s conference 
is very important. NZAAA has been 
leading the wave of  regulatory change 
and is poised at the most critical point. 
With one voice it will be possible to make 
the most significant change in the safety 
performance and regulation of  this sector 
of  the industry, but there must be 100% 
support and buy-in from all operators.

CAA have indicated a preparedness to 
examine more efficient ways of  regulating 

the industry combined with increased 
operator and sector ownership of  the safety 
agenda going forward. To do this and take 
the next steps they must have confidence 
that the Agricultural Aviation sector is up 
to the challenge.

We are confident we have the assurance 
mechanisms in place via Navigatus; good 
governance stems from both the NZAAA 
Executive supported by the independent 
AIA governance Board and compliance is 

delivered via a comprehensive AIRCARE 
framework that is progressively introducing 
SMS and other codes of  practice.

The very firm vision is one regulatory 
system which delivers continuous 
improvement into the sector. This cannot 
be done by CAA or industry acting on its 
own but rather though strong collaborative 
partnerships. Conference is the tangible 
place to demonstrate that partnership. 

Sunday 5th August 
Registrations open in the Events Centre foyer
Chemical Revalidation
Culture and Professionalism open to E cats, Managers, Chief Pilots, any Pilots.
NZAAA Welcome Social - Blue Baths
Welcome Social Dinner

Monday 6th August
Opening Address, Hon. David Carter
NZAAA Chairman’s Address, Graeme Martin
Aviation and Hill Country Farming, Federated Farmers, Bruce Wills
Looking Backward - Looking Forward, Rob Davidson
Morning Tea
‘Best Practice in Ag. Aviation’ 
SFF Project Report, Lynette Wharfe / John Sinclair
Risk Based Rules - Environmental Safety, John Maber / Lynette Wharfe
Risk Based Rules - Aviation Safety, Jack Stanton, CAA
Lunch
Recent Developments on Colour Vision Deficiency, Dr. Arthur Pape
Lime Quality Improvements, Duncan Clarke, Holcim Ltd.
AIRCARE™ - Whats in it for me, Tony Michelle, AIRCARE™ Management Committee
Audit Experiences, Jay Bryant, Andrew Hogarth, Alan Beck 
Workshop - How can my business benefit from AIRCARE™ ?  Lynette Wharfe, Facilitator
Afternoon Tea
Introducing Navigatus
Feedback from Workshop, Lynette Wharfe, Facilitator

Tuesday 7th August
CAR Part 137 NZAAA’s Position, Graeme Martin
The Merits of Working in Partnership, CAA Director Graeme Harris
Risk Management - My Friend    Working through some practical examples using 
the AIRCARE Risk Matrix and experiences on the Rena, Geraint Birmingham, Navigatus
Morning Tea
CAA’s HSNO Delegation and what it means, Ed Randell, CAA HSE Manager
Introducing the Black Hangar, John Maber
Ballance AgriNutrients, John Maxwell, GM Petrochemicals and SuperAir
Lunch
SMS what is it? Should I care? Jim Rankin, RNZAF
Progress, John Sinclair
A Technical Topic or Two - Adjuvants and formulations, Scion
What an accident costs, John Sinclair
Afternoon Tea
Conference Roundup and evaluation by members, Graeme Martin
NZAAA AGM
NZAAA Awards Dinner at Rotorua Events Centre

1230
1300
1300
1800
1830

0830
0845
0910
0930
1000
1030

1200
1230
1320
1330
1345
1400
1515
1545
1600

0900
0915
0945

1030
1100
1140
1150
1200
1330
1400
1430
1520
1530
1600
1630
TBA
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NOW WITH a new base at Ardmore, Asia 
Pacific Aerospace NZ Ltd. has recently 
received CAA Part 145 - C1 Aircraft 
Engines and Propellers certification.

Headquartered at Brisbane Airport, 
Asia Pacific Aerospace is a Rolls Royce 
Authorised Maintenance Repair and 
Overhaul Centre (the only such centre with 
a NZ base), providing a comprehensive 
range of  engine MRO services and logistic 
support to operators of  Rolls Royce M250 
series engines and Honeywell LTS-101 
series engines. 

The company’s new base in New 
Zealand is co-located within the 
Hawker Pacific hangar at Ardmore. This 
arrangement allows both Asia Pacific 
Aerospace and Hawker Pacific customers 
to benefit from a much broader range 
of  maintenance services, their combined 
capabilities providing airframe, engine, 
component and avionics facilities all 
under one roof  – with reach back to 
comprehensive engine overhaul capabilities 
and support from the wider group in 
Australia when required.

New Ardmore base for Asia Pacific Aerospace

DURING the last few years Hawker 
Pacific at Ardmore have extended their 
reputation for taking on the big jobs. 
Complete aircraft overhauls, damaged 
aircraft repairs, and major avionics projects 
are a common sight in a frequently full 
hangar. Lesser publicised have been their 
Component Shop facilities. Managed by 
Loffie Schoeman, the component shop 
holds approvals 
for overhaul 
and repair of  
a wide variety 
of  components 
covering most 
helicopter types 
in New Zealand, 
as well as Breeze 
Eastern and Siren 
cargo hooks.

Loffie’s career 
spans almost 40 
years, beginning 
with Atlas as 
an Engineer 
and Crew Chief  
working on 
supersonic aircraft 
and components, 
then with NAC as 
an Engineer and 
in 2007, joining 
Hawker Pacific 
as Component 
Shop Supervisor. 
Loffie says he 
enjoys precise 
work (taking pride for example in checking 
torque wrenches for accuracy before 
every use) and can claim 35 years of  
servo and hydraulics experience, including 
manufacturing and calibration of  spool 
and rotary valves. Troubleshooting is also 
a passion, recently indulged with a BK117 
hydraulic pack (the unit behind all of  the 
hydraulic control assistance) that kept 
faulting from normal to emergency mode. 
In this case, which another provider had 
struggled with, Loffie was able to identify 
and correct the problem.

Capabilities
Capabilities include the overhaul and 

repair of:
	l  Main rotor hubs, masts and swash 
        plates for Bell 206 and BK117.

Component Shop services 
available from Hawker PacificThese capabilities include:

	l  Turbine engine testing and diagnostics.
	l  Fuel component and accessory 
         equipment overhaul.
	l  Specialised welding and plasma spray 
         in-house parts restoration.
	l  Spare parts and logistics support.
	l  Engines, modules and accessory 
         equipment rental and exchange.

Asia Pacific Aerospace also offers repair, 
testing and overhaul for fuel control units, 
power turbine governors, fuel pumps, bleed 
valves, fuel nozzles, and anti-ice valves.

A variety of  specialised services on offer 
include plasma, flame and wire spraying of  
metallic and ceramic coatings in order to 
reclaim worn or damaged parts, improve 
wear and corrosion resistance, or provide 
thermal barriers.

For more information
Contact NZ Manager Owen Walker on 

09 295 1407 or 021 987 397, 
email: owen.walker@apaero.co.nz or visit 
www.apaero.com.au    Owen will be on 
stand C1 during Aviation Week.

	l  Main rotor transmissions for Bell 206, 
        BK117, Schweizer 269, Hughes 500.
	l  Tail rotor gearboxes for Bell 206, 
        BK117, Schweizer 269, Hughes 500.
	l  Freewheel units for Bell 206
	l  Ronson and HR Textron hydraulic 
        servo controls for Bell 206 series. 
	l  Dunlop hydraulic servo controls for 
  AS350 series.

	l  Hydraulic 
pumps for Bell 
206 A/B.
	l  Breeze 
Eastern and Siren 
cargo hooks.
 
Capabilities are 
continually being 
refreshed and 
extended with 
training courses, 
the last for Loffie 
being in the USA 
on HR Textron 
servos.

Current work 
in progress

A variety of  
work was in 
progress when 
KiwiFlyer visited 
the hangar 
recently. This 
included a BK117 
rotor head in for 
inspection and 

T-T strap replacement, a leaking BK117 
hydraulic pack and servos in for overhaul, 
Dunlop AS350 servos for overhaul, various 
cargo hooks, and a BK117 tail rotor hub 
in for overhaul. The shop has also recently 
been involved with various fixed wing 
undercarriage repairs.

For more information
For enquiries regarding component work 

or any other aircraft maintenance services, 
contact Martyn Griffiths at Hawker Pacific 
on 09 295 1408, email: martyn.griffiths@
hawkerpacific.com or visit the Hawker 
Pacific team on stand C1 during AIA 
Aviation Week.

www.hawkerpacific.com

Visit Hawker Pacific at Stand C1 during Aviation Week Visit Asia Pacific Aerospace at Stand C1

We are an Authorised 
Maintenance Repair and 

Overhaul Centre for 
Rolls Royce 250 series 

engines.

We have the only OEM 
correlated test cell for 

RR250 and LTS101 series 
engines in Australia or 

New Zealand.

We offer fixed price 
exchange modules and 
components. There is

no bill back.

We are authorised to 
overhaul all models of 

Rolls-Royce 250 engines
from B15 to C47.

We have extensive stock 
of exchange modules in 

Australia and
New Zealand.

Come and talk to our 
representatives at 

Aviation Week to see 
how we can help your 

operation.

Contact Owen Walker

Phone: 09 295 1407 or 021 987 397
Email: owen.walker@apaero.co.nz

www.apaero.com.au

Honeywell LTS-101

Rolls Royce 250 in the test cell at Brisbane.
Loffie Schoeman working on a BK117 rotor head. 

Hydraulic pack and servos in for overhaul.

Martyn Griffiths
Sales Manager
Mobile: 027 808 0094
martyn.griffiths@hawkerpacific.com 

Geoff Hards
Rotary Sales Manager
Mobile: +61 478 306 327
geoff.hards@hawkerpacific.com 
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APPLICATIONS for AIRCARE accreditation have ‘taken off ’ in 
the last few months reports Kevin Oldham, a director of  Navigatus 
Consulting Limited. Navigatus is the service provider to the  
Aviation industry Association (AIA) for AIRCARE audits. “The 
rate of  applications from agricultural operators has been steady, but 
we are now seeing a surge of  audits for tourism operators, flight 
training providers and EMS operators” says Kevin.  

New requirements 
from the Department 
of  Conservation (DoC) 
requiring AIRCARE 
accreditation for flights 
into and out of  DoC 
controlled areas, including 
Milford Sound, is one 
of  the key drivers. But 
the AIA is also seeing 
an increase in demand 
for AIRCARE from 
other sectors. DoC 
has reaffirmed that its 
requirements come in to 
force from 1 January 2013. To hold a DoC concession beyond that 
date Operators must demonstrate compliance with AIRCARE.

Fortunately Navigatus has also lifted its capability with the 
appointment of  Peter Wakefield as the Audit Programme Manager. 
Peter brings extensive experience in auditing, having been an 
ISO9001 auditor for 10 years. Peter also implemented one of  the 
first aviation SMS systems in NZ. “We needed someone with both 
audit and SMS expertise and have been very fortunate to have Peter 
join Navigatus to lead our team of  four field auditors” said Kevin.     

The AIA has also been active in expanding the sectors where 
AIRCARE is offered. The latest development is fire-fighting in 
accordance with the AIRCARE Fire Fighting Code of  Practice 
developed in conjunction with the Rural Fire Service.

About AIRCARE
AIRCARE is an advanced accreditation system that helps 

aviation operators improve flight safety and quality, and toreduce 
environmental effects. Increasingly, parties such as the Department 
of  Conservation and forestry companies are requiring AIRCARE 
accreditation to ensure best practice from the aviation sector. 
And AIRCARE is the vehicle that delivers best practice. Local 

Demand for AIRCARE takes off
and Regional Councils dealing with noise and discharges are also 
looking at AIRCARE for the same reason.

 “If  we don’t act as an industry to sort ourselves out then 
regulation will be forced upon us. And we only have to look to 
Europe to see how regulations can kill general aviation. So with 
AIRCARE we are on the front foot and are offering a solution 
from the aviation industry that is effective and at modest cost” says 

AIA Chief  Executive, 
Irene King. “The fact 
that Navigatus as 
independent auditors,  also 
make optional added-
value recommendations 
to operators is a big 
additional benefit – as 
it helps to spread best 
practice in our industry”. 

AIRCARE accreditation 
is available for both 
AIA members and 
non-members. “We are 
delighted with the level of  

service and urge all Operators to join the programme. It is not only 
good for Operators, but is also helping to ensure that our industry 
continues to survive and thrive.” said Irene.  

AIRCARE at Aviation Week
At the coming conference in Rotorua, AIA and Operators will 

review lessons learnt from the audits conducted to date. It is critical 
that there are continuous feed-back loops, particularly for Safety 
management Systems. AIRCARE is the only programme in New 
Zealand introducing SMS on a structured and nation-wide basis 
within the aviation space.

Attendance at the AIA Rotorua conference in August will also 
be recognised for two lucky participants who will be awarded 
AIRCARE audits to the value of  $2,000 by way of  reimbursement 
of  costs, once the audit is complete.  

For more information 
To learn more about AIRCARE and becoming accredited, 

visit www.aia.org.nz or www.navigatusconsulting.com, 
contact Kevin Oldham at Navigatus Consulting on 021 225 5001 
or email: k.oldham@navigatusconsulting.com

AIRCARE accreditation is a mandatory requirement for flights into and 
out of DoC controlled areas such as Milford Sound from 1 January 2013.

SMS Courses at Aviation Week

This three day course is designed specifically for 
aviation organisations. The course will present 
leading concepts in risk management, give 
participants the practical skills and knowledge 
required and present them a model to apply the risk 
management process within the context of aviation 
orientated scenarios. Participants will become familiar 
with risk management philosophy, practice and 
process. It caters for all risk areas within the aviation 
industry including safety, reputation, operations, 
security, engineering and the environment. The 
course will enable participants to conduct risk 
assessments and develop a qualitative risk 
assessment or risk management plan on any activity.

Aviation Risk Management Safety Management Systems Operational Risk Management
This three day course in Safety Management Systems 
(SMS) is designed to introduce participants to SMS 
background, definition and application. The course will 
present leading concepts in SMS, provide insight into 
practices from around the globe and is designed to 
give participants the practical skills and knowledge to 
implement or enhance SMS within their organisation. 
The course will assist participants to understand the 
background and philosophy that underpins an SMS, 
defines the elements of an SMS and provide key tips 
and traps for implementation. There are different ways 
used by organisations to manage their safety risks, but 
one of the most common is through the establishment 
of a good safety system. 

This three day course in Operational Risk 
Management (ORM) covers the application of risk 
management to all operational activities. The course 
provides trainees with a comprehensive background 
to risk management concepts while providing tools for 
the identification, assessment and treatment of risks 
at an operational level. As a key element of the SMS, 
ORM is suitable for supervisors, safety professionals 
and line staff. At the conclusion of the course, 
trainees will become familiar with risk management 
philosophy, practice and process and will be 
competent to develop a risk assessment, risk profile 
or risk management plan for any activity, project, task 
or function in their work area. 

Sat 4th to Mon 6th August (3 days)     Bookings via www.aia.org.nz

Programme: Wednesday 8th August (current at time of print, 20th July)

Flight Training Room 2 Building Exports Room 4Air Transport Room 3AEANZ Room 1

Chairman’s Address

NZs role in Int. 
Federation of 

Helicopters Assn.
David Yorke  HAI

Scoping Risk Assess-
ments - Command 
Under Supervision
Geraint Birmingham  

Navigatus

Registration in Events Foyer  Open from 0845 - 1000

Stream

0845

0900

0930

1000
Chair

Morning Tea and Conference Official Welcome - President John Jones

1230 Lunch

Workshop
Developing a competitive flight training 

product and competent pilot

• Rationalisation and streamlining 
     syllabus content
• Funding options
• Quality Assurance
• EFTS allocation process
• Identification and removal of barriers
• Building the consensus on the 
     way forward

1030

1100

1130

1200

Industry Position 
on Crew

Qwilton Biel  
Heliharvest

Mistakes I nearly
made A close look at
some near miss and
nearly missed events

Michael Clarke – two nights 
in the Lammerlaws

Richard Hayes – flying the 
R44 without tail rotor

AIRCARE - How robust
Kevin Oldham  

Navigatus

Workshop
Agricultural Aviation

What is the 
NZ export offer?

The development and 
role of the UAV

Stephen Davies-Howard

IPENZ

EASA
Neil Coleman

Transport leaves for the Aviation Week Dinner at Skyline Restaurant with Pre Dinner drinks starting at 1830

The Way Ahead 
TEC/MOE  TBC

Flight Training review
John Marshall

Chief Commissioner TAIC

CAA Flight Training
Review & Voluntary

Adoption of SMS
Carlton Campbell

Standards Development & 
Training Officer CAA

1315

1345

1415

1430

1445

NZHA Project
Accident Causal Factors

Andrew McGregor 
CEO Prosolve 

& Tom McCready etc.

Issues with 406 ELT’s
Lloyd Klee Aviation Safety

ZK Ops Offshore
 – an update on 
the new policy

Mark Von Motschelnitz
Manager: Policy and 

Regulatory Strategy CAA

Safety Risks in the 
Airline Environment

Mark Hughes GM NZCAA

Just Culture – Industry 
practitioners workshop
Errol Burtenshaw, Heather 

Deacon + others TBA

Understanding the 
requirement for Mod/

STC substantiation
David Gill  CAA Team 
Leader: Airworthiness

Composites Training 
Globally

Dave Evans/Mark Diamond

Aging Aircraft Problems 
- Industry/Regulator 

Working Group
John Bushell/John Keyser/

Bob Jelly/Mark Boyle
AEANZ/CAA

SMS in the Flight 
Training Environment

Ashok Poduval

1545

1615
to

1645

1800

The Black Boeing 
to Las Vegas
Steve Parsons

House of Travel

NZHA AGM

 

Managing Info and
Processes across Flight 
Ops and Engineering

Neil Airey NZ SMS

Men’s Health
Dr. Dave Baldwin

Managing Info and
Processes across Flight 
Ops and Engineering

Neil Airey NZ SMS

NZHA Day 2 Room 5

Ian Calvert John NicholsonErrol BurtenshawDon McCracken Lloyd Mattheson

Workshop
The NZ Brand

What does it mean, 
what could it mean?

Afternoon Tea1515
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THE Auckland Rescue Helicopter Trust owns and operates two 
BK117-850 D2 aircraft – the Westpac Rescue Helicopters - on behalf  
of  the community it serves which covers an area from Te Hana 
North of  Auckland to Mercer in the South, also encompassing the 
Coromandel Peninsula and islands of  the Hauraki Gulf.

The service has 
changed substantially 
since the original venture 
between Auckland Surf  
Lifesaving Association 
and helicopter pilot 
George Sobiecki back 
in the summer of  
1970, when a swimmer 
was rescued from the 
Bethell’s Beach rip by 
a life guard leaping 
from a hovering Hiller 
12E. This collaboration 
of  surf  life-saver and 
helicopter is generally 
acknowledged as being 
the first in the world 
using this technique, 
and has since gone on 
to become a ‘standard’ 
rescue service around the globe.

In 1990, the Auckland Regional Rescue Helicopter Trust was 
formed to manage and build the service, which at that time leased 
a single BK117. In 2007 the Trust was in a position to purchase its 
own BK117, with a second acquired in 2010. Both machines were 
upgraded to the 850 D2 configuration.

Managing the Trust’s Training and Safety program is the 
responsibility of  long-time ARHT pilot Armin Egli. Recognising 
the need for a stringent training and currency management system 
for all operational (and some administrative) staff, he set about the 
task of  identifying exactly what the organisation’s needs were, and 
whether there was any existing package that could ‘fit the bill’. Also 
to consider was the planned introduction of  an AW-169 which 
has been ordered for delivery in 2015 (plus an option for a second 
two years later), so any system selected had to be able to easily deal 
with the transition and integration of  new aircraft into the Trust’s 
operations.

The Air Maestro System
Air Maestro was identified as being able to potentially meet 

most, if  not all of  ARHT’s requirements, and following a successful 
trial of  the system through late 2011/early 2012, the system has 
now been adopted by the Trust.

Operating within the aero medical and rescue industry, it was 
crucial that ARHT found a system which was customisable and 
improved access to important information in a timely manner. 
Implementation has in fact been easier than expected. Armin 
says that; “With the Air Maestro system being so ‘multi-faceted’, 
the introduction, setting up, tailoring and associated training 
was expected to take some time, however the system is being 

Auckland Rescue Helicopter Trust integrates 
compliance and safety systems with Air Maestro

One of ARHT’s two BK117s at work. Due to receive their first AW-169 in 2015, the Trust has 
recently adopted Air Maestro as a safety and operational management tool.

implemented relatively fast and efficiently”. 
It was also very important that the system could satisfy 

regulatory compliance requirements. Armin explains: “With 
all the changes happening within the aviation industry of  late, 
particularly with the NZCAA mandated introduction of  a Safety 

Management System 
(SMS) in conjunction 
with a Fatigue Risk 
Management System 
(FRMS), we were 
looking for a system 
which integrated these 
elements into one simple 
solution and we have 
found it in Air Maestro”. 

Air Maestro benefits 
all users across the 
ARHT operation 
because the system 
has been designed 
with the user in mind 
– it aims to give key 
personnel control of  
core operational and 
safety information to 
effectively manage their 

business and assist with achieving regulatory compliance. The 
greatest benefit, says Armin, is that “Air Maestro [within its base 
framework] is configurable to meet the specific needs of  our safety 
and operational requirements. Whilst the learning curve is relatively 
steep with some aspects of  the program, we are confident that with 
the fantastic support we are getting from the Air Maestro team, this 
learning curve will be manageable.”  

He also notes that since the company adopted Air Maestro, 
ARHT is well on its way in improving its operations and awareness 
of  safety culture, explaining that; “Although it has only been a few 
months, I think Air Maestro will help us to put ARHT on a solid 
footing by further improving our safety and training culture in time 
to meet the challenges that the delivery of  a brand new helicopter 
will bring”. 

This is an exciting phase for ARHT, with the lead-up to taking 
ownership of  brand new state-of-the-art AW-169s. Armin says they 
are very happy to have Air Maestro along for the ride, and helping 
to maintain the high standard of  operation that their business 
partners, stakeholders and that the community they support have 
come to expect. 

More About Air Maestro
Developed by Avinet, Air Maestro is a fully-integrated web-based 

safety and operational management tool that achieves organisational 
safety, efficiency and compliance via four core features: Safety 
Management, Resource Planning, Operational Control and 
Reporting. 

For more information about Avinet and their product Air 
Maestro, visit www.avinet.com.au or come and meet the team at 
AIA Aviation Week in Rotorua between 4th and 10th August.

Visit Sarah on Stand 38 during the AIA Conference 8-10 Aug
Contact: Brett Sanders   P: 09 299 9442 or 021 748 984
E: brett@heliflitepacific.com   www.heliflitepacific.com

OUR Helicopter sector represents one of  
the greatest global growth opportunities 
we have for this country. We know how to 
train, we consistently deliver quality and we 
provide services and support with fineness. 
Our aspirational goal is to do this with an 
ever increasing and relentless focus of  safety 
combined with increasing efficiencies.

We have discussed and debated with the 
regulator our ability to operate machinery 
and personnel overseas for prolonged 
periods and after much robust debate the 
CAA are supporting the commonly held 
goal of  fostering growth. Conference 
outlines this agreement and removes 
roadblocks.

Taking a salami approach we are onto the 
next issues; the obstacles put up by rule Part 
135.505 and LIB 4. However the big focus is 
on safety. NZHA has been running a safety 
advancement programme for two years 
now and at this conference we’ll be working 
through a number of  very live examples. 
Two of  the helicopter attendees have agreed 
to speak up about a couple of  lessons they 
learnt in the last few months – it’s about 
both skill and courage but these are “free” 
lessons from which the community can 
learn whether it be private owner/operators 
or commercial pilot/operators. 
All are welcome.

NZHA 
Getting down to the 
business of improving 
helicopter safety in 
New Zealand
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EMS New Zealand 
A short programme following on from the more intensive 

NZHA sessions, EMS NZ will look at a range of  issues 
confronting the sector. Conference will be the first opportunity for 
NASO to explain what it means by “relational contracts”. This is 
a new concept for contracting services and while it makes a lot of  
sense for some for other service providers, they need to understand 
why Government has developed this method as the preferred 
contractual path.

The balance of  the programme focus is on safety management, 
particular a number of  recent incidents which have caused concern 
to both the regulator and CAA.
    
Flight Training 

Is there a skill shortage? It would appear that comparable 
jurisdictions around the world are taking a strategic approach to the 
issue of  skills. New Zealand on the other hand seems to be long 
term focused on some skills i.e. medicine and trades supporting the 
Canterbury recovery but very short term focused in aviation.

In fact some could describe the sector as a hot bed of  conflicting 
policy settings with the regulator imposing more and more 
requirements, and the government cutting funding and numbers. 
Has the cut gone to the backbone of  the flying industry? – some 
would say a resounding Yes, however the policy makers seem to 
think we only need 148 pilots trained a year to sustain the industry.

Come hear the debate. TAIC Chairman John Marshall will also 
hopefully be speaking about the findings of  their study into the 
quality of  flight training in NZ and the ATTTO presenting findings 
on their recent study of  skill needs for the industry.

Air Transport
Air operators are leading the implementation of  SMS across 

the industry but this too is not without challenge. CAA has been 
leading the policy making in this area while AIRCARE leads the 
practical implementation. Are we on the same or a different page? 

CAA has reaffirmed Just Culture as a central tenant of  their go-
forward. But is this really possible without some change to the legal 
framework – an unlikely event given the aversion to changing the 
CA Act. So what can we really do to affect cultural change? – our 
line up of  speakers have some interesting answers to that question.     

Tourist Flight Operators 
You’ve heard of  sink or swim - it’s time for the TFO to make 

some crucial decisions. Is Qualmark the way to go or AIRCARE.  
Each delivers a form of  value but our platform has always been 
one audit does all. We know that’s a challenging objective but we 
have to deliver efficiencies into this sector and efficiency includes 
certainty over future investments in new plant and equipment. It’s a 
challenging scenario against a backdrop of  inclement international 
visitor performance.

Aviation New Zealand             
All members of  AIA now belong to Aviation New Zealand 

and while the focus of  Aviation New Zealand is on creating 
international opportunities, we are assigning our strategic goal of  
“making the plane fly faster” to its banner.  

Analysis will range from specific markets to specific sectors 
and sub sectors. The CEO’s of  Aviation New Zealand and AIA 
will be presenting the $16Bn growth objective and how we intend 

to get there. This will be backed by Officials from key agencies 
and the Minister of  Trade, Hon. Tim Groser talking about the 
Government’s commitment to the growth agenda. Remember, 
aviation is one of  the 10 most valuable sectors in the NZ economy.     
      
Training 

Growing the industry will require a major shift in productivity.  
Think back to the recent volcanic ash episode. New Zealand airlines 
kept running while Australia shut down. In part, that’s to do with 
the investment made in risk management training. Our programmes 
teach you how to mitigate and manage risks and hazards so that 
rather than being confronted by threats, each is seized as an 
opportunity and managed well. The training provided is about 
managing your businesses better. 

Visit www.aia.org.nz (and check the Saturday programme) for 
training opportunities on Risk Management, SMS, and Operational 
Management during Aviation Week.

Even more reasons to attend Aviation Week

Afternoon Tea1515

Programme: Thursday 9th August (current at time of print, 20th July)

Flight Training Room 2 EMS Room 4Flying Faster Room 3AEANZ Room 1Stream

1030 Morning Tea

1230 Lunch

Aviation Gateway
Dave Evans, Allan Moulai, 

John Cassidy
ATTTO

1100

1130

1200

The NZ EMS Sector Standards 
and how do they compare 

with recent NTSB 
recommendations: 

How do we stack up?

AGM

Speed dating with RNZAFTBA

1315

1345

1415

1445

Global Growth
Samantha Sharif

Australia Update
Jeff Boyd

Deputy Chairman, Regional Aviation Association of Australia

“Going for Growth”
Ewan Wilson
Entrepreneur

The Air New Zealand Growth Agenda
Captain David Morgan

GM Airline Operations and Safety, Air New Zealand

1545

1600

1615

1645
to

1730

1830

1900

Building a $16Bn Industry
Irene King  CEO, AIA 

John Nicholson  CEO, Aviation NZ

The Whole of Government approach’ adopted by officials
Peter Smyth  NZTE

The Growth Agenda – The Government Perspective
Hon. Tim Groser

AIA AGM
Election of Governance Board ‘One Industry’

Election of AIA Executive

Pre Dinner Drinks

AIA Awards Dinner

Ian Calvert John NicholsonDon McCracken Peter TurnbullChair

Improving performance in the examination process
Bruce Heesterman CEO, ASPEQ

Working with Education New Zealand 
– increasing exposure and attracting more students

Speakers from Education NZ

0900

0930

1000

Human Sling Loads 
– the issues and potential 

solutions

An overview of CAR 133 
– The CAA’s perspective

Steve Kearns
Manager: Helicopters & 

Agriculture CAA

NASO Contract 2013 
and beyond

Joy Cooper  Group Manager

New Maintenance 
requirements for Advanced 

Helicopters
Squadron Leader Al Stevenson 
Officer Commanding NH90

Current engine improvements, 
Hyperbolic tappet update

Adrian McHardy  Lycoming

ADAPT
Bill Hillyard

Improving performance at 
trade fairs

147/141 discussion in conjunction with Flight Training
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Aeromarsters service and delivery highly rated
l  Simplex Helicopter Equipment, including Fire Attack systems, 

Hydrafoam Cannons, Powerline wash systems, Spray systems 
and Fire lighting systems.

l  Heli Tow Cart systems including, HeliCarriers, HeliTow Carts, 
Ground handling wheels, 
and more.

l  Donaldson Filtration 
Solutions for Bell, MD, 
Agusta Westland, and 
Eurocopter helicopters.

l  BBA Aviation, for servicing 
of  Rolls Royce 250, and 
P&W PT6 turbine engines.

l  Redbox Systems, including 
Power, Moving and Lifting 
equipment, and Search 
and Inspection systems. 
Aeromarsters have recently 
also been appointed as a 
Redbox service centre.

Further distributorships are in 
the process of  being developed 
and added, and Tony welcomes 
enquiries from operators who 
have particular requirements or 
products they would like to see 
represented here in NZ.

Aeromarsters at AIA
Having won the award for best stand at last years AIA trade 

expo, Aeromarsters is planning an even more extensive display 
for the Rotorua event this year. Five companies will be joining 
Aeromarsters at the expo, with representatives available to meet 
with customers and directly answer enquiries. These are IMS, 
Simplex, HeliTow Cart, Donaldson and BBA Aviation. Equipment 
on display and available for demonstration will include IMS fire 
buckets, ground effect spreaders, and longlines, MD500 AFS 
filtration systems, a variety of  Redbox product, a HeliCarrier, as 
well as a range of  overhaul components and rotable exchange items 
for Bell and Eurocopter helicopters.

Aeromarsters will also be launching a new Ag-Right programme 
for PT6 turbines during AIA Aviation Week. 

Marketplace Feedback
Bernie says that Aeromarsters has had a very 

successful first two years, positioning itself  in the 
marketplace to create positive change for the benefit 
of  all participants. The aviation community in New 
Zealand is small and barriers to entry can be high 
for newcomers, with potential customers likely to 
adopt a cautious wait and see approach towards the 
new arrival. Competitive reactions from incumbent 
suppliers also have an effect. Overcoming such 
barriers requires steadily building a reputation that 
attracts new business, thus also ensuring that the 
positive market changes remain sustainable. 

To ensure customer needs were fully understood, 
and to further develop their strategy and service 
offering, Aeromarsters recently commissioned an 
independent survey to test marketplace perception 
of  the company. Bernie explains; “It’s about best 
meeting our customer’s needs and also about 
knowing how we are being perceived - now that 
we are established, supported with very strong 
distributor relationships, and delivering to many 
satisfied customers.”

The survey was by telephone interview, 
providing for personal discussions with the many 
respondent companies. Results were very positive, 
showing the satisfaction of  existing customers and 
also highlighting the aforementioned wait and see 
approach of  others. Tony says that a few teething 
problems were identified which have already been 
rectified. He was of  course very pleased with the 
acknowledgement that several survey respondents 
gave to how hard Aeromarsters was working to 
acquire and support new business - with comments 
such as “goes the extra mile” and “great to deal 
with” appearing on the feedback sheets. From the 
many companies who responded, Aeromarsters 
average score was 86 out of  100 for service and 82 
for delivery - so Bernie, Tony and Barry can take 
some confidence that the company’s reputation will 
continue to grow positively.

New Aero-Flex Leasing
The latest concept to be added to the 

Aeromarsters service offering is an innovative 
leasing solution. Aero-Flex is a fully flexible leasing 
option intended to allow operators to redirect 
capital away from assets that while necessary for 
the business, are not directly involved in producing 
revenue. During the lease, Aero-Flex provides an 
ability to return equipment early or keep it for 
longer, then at the end of  the term, operators can 
choose to continue to rent, upgrade, return, or 
purchase the leased item.

For more information
Visit the Aeromarsters stand at Aviation Week, 

or contact Tony Marsters at Aeromarsters on 09 
636 6840 or 021 298 5750, email: tony.marsters@
aeromarsters.co.nz     www.aeromarsters.co.nz

HeliCarriers such as that used by Auckland Rescue Helicopter Trust will be on 
display with Aeromarsters on Stands 1,2 3 & 4 at Aviation Week.

SINCE beginning operations in August of  2010, Aeromarsters 
has steadily acquired a wide range of  specialist aviation 
distributorships, built up a solid customer base, and according 
to a recently commissioned independent survey, has a growing 
reputation for delivering 
great service. Aeromarsters 
Director Bernie Diver says 
that having commissioned 
the survey to gain feedback 
from existing and potential 
clients on their perception of  
the company and its strengths 
and weaknesses, they were 
delighted to be especially highly 
rated for service and delivery, 
these being key aspects of  the 
company’s strategy. (Quoted 
on the Aeromarsters website 
from inception has been an 
objective to supply a new level 
of  service in the provision 
of  aviation spares support, 
ground equipment support and 
maintenance management to 
the NZ aviation industry.)

Expansion and new 
Distributorships

With the number of  products and service options represented 
by Aeromarsters expanding steadily, General Manager Tony 
Marsters says he is pleased to announce that Barry Cardno has 
now joined the team. As a former ag. pilot, aviation author, and 
qualified in logistics and freight forwarding, Barry’s name will be 
familiar to many in the industry already. Barry is also qualified as 
a Maintenance Controller, as is Tony, who in addition has recently 
completed a Basic Turbine Knowledge course.
Aeromarster’s now represent and distribute products for:
l  IMS Helicopter Equipment (Aeromarsters are the global IMS 

distributors), including Cloud Burst fire buckets, Aquadam 
water dams, Ground Effect spreading buckets, Heli Skip, Heli 
Swivel, Heli Compressors, Multi-hook Carousels, Long lines, 
Loading systems and more.

Meet with us on Trade Stands 1, 2, 3 & 4 at Aviation Week 
                                                                                                                                                                            We look forward to seeing you there             

Aeromarsters is proud to represent and distribute products for these leading aviation companies. 

AIA sincerely thanks these sponsors

Sponsors of the AIA Conference

Diamond Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

List current at 20th July

Silver Sponsors

Sponsors of the NZAAA Conference

Diamond Sponsor Gold Sponsors
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SELECTING a cleaning solution specifically designed for aircraft 
use can be challenging. Many common cleaners contain either salt 
compounds or petrochemical compounds which set up corrosion 
cycles if  not adequately rinsed off  and in the case of  petrochemical 
compounds, disposal of  residue creates another series of  problems. 
Although the availability of  such specialist and environmentally 
accepted products is few, New Zealand aviators can readily access 
the ECO2000 range from Blenheim based Avclean. 

Zj-400 Aircraft Cleaner
ECO2000’s Zj-400 aircraft cleaner is suitable for both exterior 

and interior cleaning. It is biodegradable, non-toxic, non-hazardous 
and is water based, thus residue disposal is therefore readily taken 
care of. Being an aircraft certified colloidal cleaner and approved 
by both Boeing and McDonnell Douglas plus being accepted by 
Airbus as well being accorded a Mil-spec, the product sees the 
RAAF specifying this to be the only product to be used on RAAF 
aircraft. Particular note should be made that the product is non-
damaging to aircraft decals, all rubber compounds and is safe to 
use on titanium based components. It is also well suited to matt 
finishes found on military aircraft and non glare panels of  civil 
aircraft. Chris Hagen of  Avclean says that Zj-400 is very popular 
among ag. operators, and especially as the product doesn’t contain 
any solvents, bleaches, petrochemicals or phosphates, it fits in well 
with operators who wish to comply with a total ‘Aircare’ regime. 
ECO2000  also market a compressed air driven foaming unit  for 
use when washing down larger aircraft.

ZOK27 Turbine Compressor Wash
When Zj-400 is used in conjunction with ZOK 27 gas turbine 

compressor wash, a number of  cleaning goals are achieved. While 
operators are well versed in the advantages of  maintaining peak 
performance of  their turbine blades by keeping carbon build up to 
a minimum, further advantages are accrued through the product’s 
corrosion inhibiting qualities. Chris Hagen notes that an end of  the 
day turbine wash with ZOK 27 doesn’t require a final rinse cycle 
and the on-going inhibition process can last for up to five days. Not 
only aircraft operators are using this product. Power companies use 
ZOK 27 as a turbine wash for their gas turbine generators along 
with the oil exploration and extraction industry where it is used on 
both offshore and onshore platforms.

Windscreen and Canopy Cleaner
A further product within the ECO 2000 range is a windscreen 

and canopy cleaner. It adheres to the same biodegradable colloidal 
mineral formula and is rated safe to use not only on all plastic 
surfaces but alloy and painted surfaces as well. Easy to apply in 
a 250ml pump bottle it is safe to carry in the aircraft and can be 
refilled from a bulk container when required. 

For more information
Avclean will be promoting the ECO 2000 range at Aviation 

Week in Rotorua. Regular and prospective users are invited to 
discuss their requirements with Chris Hagen at Trade Stand 11 
during the event. See contact details at left.

AVCLEAN
Ph: 03 572 8964 or 021 472 533   Email: sales@avclean.co.nz

www.avclean.co.nz

Available from:

Selecting the right 
Cleaning Solution

We’re on Trade Stand C2 during Aviation Week
Come and meet us to discuss any of Fieldair’s 
comprehensive range of maintenance services

Airframe Maintenance and Overhaul  l  Engineering Design
Instrument Overhaul  l  Electrical Overhaul

Engine Maintenance and Overhaul  l  Welding
Cable and Hose Manufacture  l  Corrosion Treatment and Painting

NDT  l  Calibration - Tools and Test Equipment

Palmerston North Airport  Ph: 06 357 1149  www.fieldair.co.nz
All jobs, big or small

Components or complete aircraft
High quality and Fast turn-around

Ph: 07 958 4799                     www.AviationPaintingServices.co.nz

From this...

    ... to this, in 9 days.

Visit us on
Trade Stand C2
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First, build the aircraft. Then learn to fly.
AFTER many months of  planning and 
ground work the Whitianga based Mercury 
Bay Area School Vans RV-12 project finally 
got underway on February 15. The kitset, 
an all metal two seater, is being assembled 
in a workshop adjacent to the airfield 
by a group of  nine year 11-13 students. 
The project is being overseen by aircraft 
engineer Jim Evans and a group of  adult 
mentors along with input from technology 
staff  members from Mercury Bay Area 
School. Construction school is every 
Wednesday afternoon from 12 -5 pm. A 
recently completed RV-12 built by Alan 
Coubray resides on the airfield so final 
product incentive is easily kept in mind. 
The workshop has been set up with three 
workstations and a large shelving system 
to safely store the many parts needed for 
the aircraft. The basic and some specialised 
tools are neatly hung on the wall so they are 
easily accessible for the students. 

First - Read the book
To introduce the students to aircraft 

metalwork techniques the earliest sessions 
were occupied with making some test 
pieces to gain experience in tool use. The 
next requirement was to read a scale plan 
and measure accurately on the materials 
provided, then follow a procedure 
accurately and decipher how that translates 
on to the sheet metal. The result, a handy 
wee toolbox to put odds and ends in. 
Fortunately the mentors involved with 
the project have spent many hours during 
their working life careers using the imperial 
measuring system - something quite foreign 
to today’s students.

When it came to aircraft building proper, 
students were allocated into teams of  three 
students each. Each team has one or two 
mentors assigned. The first group was 
assigned the Vertical Stabiliser, Group Two 
were given the Rudder to build and lastly 
Group Three had the task of  assembling 
two parts for the Anti Servo Tab. All 
construction steps are as per the manual, 
followed to the letter and signed off  by the 
student. Although the manual takes time 
to get used to, students are beginning to understand the procedural 
vocabulary for each process.

During the April school term break a smaller group of  students 
couldn’t stay away and steady progress was made in assembling tail 
cone bulkheads. The next stage was to offer up the outer tailcone 
skin covering. Students and mentors were motivated in completing 
this large section which signified a major step in the build process. 

The assigned team worked very well when 
two pop rivet guns were in operation and 
two students removing the clecos as they 
moved from the centre outwards.

Tail group construction
While one group worked on the tail 

cone, the other two groups were working 
on the Vertical Stabiliser (fin) and the 
Rudder. The skeleton of  the stabilator took 
shape with the aft ribs getting secured by 
rivets. It didn’t take long for the ribs to 
be put in place. Then the skin was placed 
over the framework using the clecos to 
line up the holes. This was the time for a 
trial fit of  the stabilator to the tail cone 
and once happy with the alignment, this 
was placed back onto the bench so the 
skin could be riveted into place. Next 
was the match drilling and fitment of  the 
stabilator hinge taking care to achieve 
careful alignment with the anti-servo tabs. 
This took some head scratching and deep 
and meaningful conversation with both 
students and mentors. As this issue prints 
the vertical stabiliser and rudder along 
with the stabilator have been fitted to the 
tailcone. There was a realisation that a 
milestone in the build has been reached 
and the next session saw some of  the 
students commencing assembly of  the 
wings. A group had already spent time 
prepping wing components by cleaning 
off  preservative coating and deburring in 
preparation for priming. A two day field 
trip to Auckland at the end of  May as 
guests of  the Air New Zealand Engineering 
Training school along with other visits 
to Allied Metal Industries and Ardmore 
airfield to view various projects underway 
gave a broader understanding of  career 
choices using the skills being acquired. 

Overall the students are happy with 
their tasks and progress especially well 
when they see each completed component. 
They are also quite responsive to learning 
and following logical procedures based 
on the aircraft manual, along with many 
little tips of  experience from the mentors. 
An incentive programme is in place (and 
working well) to reward exceptional attitude 

with an experience flight by local Mercury Bay Aero Club members 
in their aircraft. From the students’ point of  view, all have expressed 
in various forms that this project offered experience at no cost and 
an opportunity to partake in something that is quite different for 
youth in Whitianga.

We look forward to seeing the completed aircraft in the not too 
distant future.

Graeme Porter was in Whitianga recently and checked out progress on a new student build project.

Left to right Mentors: Charles Russell and Bob Walters 
(obscured). Students: Jacob Sanders and Shaun Hall.

Students Casey Demler-Wakelin, Cody Bennett and 
Jake Vowles (obscured) at work.

Mentor Jim Evans working with student 
Hayley Betteridge.

Students Jake Vowles, Cody Bennett (in foreground). 
Mentors Tony Turner (obscured) and Brian Yelland.

Rotorua, 4th - 10th August 2012

Afternoon Tea1515

Programme: Friday 10th August (current at time of print, 20th July)

Export Workshops

1010 Morning Tea

1230 Lunch

1300

1400

1430

1500

Incident Review Meeting continues

Airways  Ed Sims  CEO

2012 Sir Geoffrey Roberts Lecture   Tahlia Fisher
‘Cleared to disconnect? – Barriers to effective communication between flight crew and line maintenance engineers’

Investing in your organisations future – The National Safety and Risk management Diploma Series
Kimberley Turner  CEO Aerosafe Risk Management

John NicholsonChair

The CAA of the Future
Nigel Gould  Chairman NZCAA
Graeme Harris  Director NZCAA

The Work of the Safety Advisory Committee
Ashok Poduval

Global Safety
David York  Helicopter Association International

SMS – Trends & Directions and the draft NZ Advisory Circular
Kimberley Turner

CEO Aerosafe Risk Management

0830

0900

0910

0940

Setting up ground school 
training internationally 

– the requirements
Gordon Alexander  ASPEQ

The Indian Market

The work of the 
Export Credit Office  
Miles Flemming Treasury

AEANZ Room 2 Air Transport Room 4Tourist Flight Ops Room 3Flight Training Room 1Stream

Don McCracken Richard RaywardIan Calvert Errol BurtenshawChair

1530

1600

1630

1700

1715

1730

1800

ZQN Basin Risk Review 
Revisited

Geraint Bermingham
Navigatus

Latest developments in 
weather management 

systems  Ray Thorpe
GM Aviation Services Metservice

Understanding the powers of 
the CAA and the obligations 

of participants
Angela Beazer AMC Legal Services

Lessons Learnt
John Sargison

AGM

Do we really have a pilot 
shortage? Survey Results

Joy Saunders ATTTO

Do we really have a pilot 
shortage and what are we 

going to do about it?

Developing the Placement 
Programme

AIRCARE™ Auditing
Kevin Oldham & Peter Sheppard 

Navigatus

AGM

Resilience Engineering
“From Yellow Cake in Africa
to Agent Orange in Vietnam”

Dr McDowall

Resilience Engineering
Resilence : Our Brittle Society

Dr McDowall

Practical Problem solving 
using resilience engineering, 

some real results 
Adrian McHardy

AGM

AIRCARE™ & Qualmark
Setting the Aviation standard 

Speaker TBA

Drugs & Alcohol
Not in our DNA

John Tidswell
NZ Drugs Detection Agency

The Tourism Sector: What’s 
really going down?

Dave Bamford Tourism Resource 
Consultants

Adventure Aviation 
- Understanding the export 
potential and developing a 

common brand  John Nicholson

AGM

Safety Advisory Committee Meeting

Incident Review Meeting1100

1130

1200

The China Market

The role of Government in 
International Business 

Development  Q&A
Peter Smythe NZTE and other 

Government Agencies

The Indonesian Market

Farewell Social at the Blue Baths - Pre Dinner Drinks from 1800



September 22nd
Wings Over Water Airshow
At Twizel. See advertisement this page.

September 29th
Mosquito FIrst Flight Celebration
(Saturday) and British Aviation Day 
(Sunday) at Ardmore to celebrate the 
restoration of  Mosquito KA114 to flying 
status. Contact Peter Fahey on 
09 480 7746 or 021 984 115, 
email: peterfahey@xtra.co.nz

KiwiFlyer Event Guide
August 4th - 5th 
Brass Monkey Fly-in
Lake Station Airfield, Nelson. Local 
flying, accommodation, great food and 
tall stories for the one entry price. Contact 
Kevin Allport on 03 548 5387 or 
027 234 5961, email: allport@actrix.co.nz

August 15th 
Dawn Fly-in at Hawera
Prizes, breakfast, and no landing fees. 
Contact Julie Ingram on 021 150 2351 or 
email:ja.ingram@gmail.com

September 8th - 9th 
Taildragger Meet 
At Bridge Pa, Hastings. Annual fly-in and 
competitions. Contact Stephanie Eilers on 
06 879 8860 or E: stephanie@stm.net.nz

January 8th - 22nd 2013
47th Walsh Memorial Scout Flying School
Annual two-week flying school for Scouts 
and other young people at Matamata. For 
more information visit www.scouts.org.
nz/walsh, email walsh@scouts.org.nz or 
phone David Jupp on 021 476 676. 
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contributed by Frank Parker

NZ Warbirds Association

BE PART OF THE ACTION!

Post to:  New Zealand Warbirds Association Limited. 
	 Ardmore	Airfield.	
 PDC 14
 Papakura

Phone: (09) 298 9207
Email: NZWarbirds@paradise.net.nz

 www.nzwarbirds.org.nz

NEW ZEALAND WARBIRDS
Join New Zealand’s most colourful aviation fraternity
Membership includes subscription to Classic Wings Magazine and the NZ Warbirds
Scramble newsletter. Associate Membership $99. Full Membership $162.
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Party Time

guests were entertained by some Skyhawk 
‘reminisces’ from the select group of  pilots 
who flew these aircraft in service, stories 
of  (simulated) attacks on US Navy ships to 
actual attacks on abandoned ships.

That first story was an entertaining tale 
on a simulated strike on a USN Warship 
in the midst of  the political anti-nuclear 

A COUPLE of  issues ago I wrote of  the 
arrival of  the A-4 Skyhawk arrival at NZ 
Warbirds in early March. To recap NZ 6209 
is one of  the original RNZAF Skyhawks 
delivered in 1970 and finally withdrawn 
from service in December of  2001.

Since its arrival and display in the 
Association hangar the aircraft has become 
a focus for our Visitors Centre. It has been 
enhanced by supporting displays including 
an impressive array of  ‘armaments’ loaned 
by Gunner Ashford, a past Skyhawk 
armourer.

Time for an Official Welcome, a 
Cocktail Party for the 23rd of  June. 
Official invitations, advice to members, 
selling tickets, arrange catering, the Social 
Committee had a busy few weeks ensuring 
a glitch free occasion.

On the evening the weather was kind 
(hangars can be cold and drafty) and the 
guests arrived. We were honoured to be 
joined by Dr. Wayne Mapp, who in his 
political days enabled the ‘loan’ of  the 
Skyhawks to various aviation groups, 
Trevor Bland, Association Patron, one 
of  the first Skyhawk pilots, and Air 
Commodore Steve Moore from the 
RNZAF, one of  the last Skyhawk pilots. 

Special Guest was Association member 
Graham Bethell, one of  the first group of  
pilots to qualify on the Skyhawk. Graham 
made a worthy donation to enable the 
shipment of  the aircraft from Woodbourne 
Base to Ardmore. Accordingly the aircraft 
has been branded ‘Flt Lt Graham Bethell’. 
Graham was able to enlighten the audience 
with some interesting anecdotes of  his 
experiences in NZ 6209, including 75 
Squadrons first deployment with the 
Skyhawks to Singapore.

Following traditional Cocktail fare, 

stalemate, and how not to tell the Minister 
that we may have had an incident, which it 
eventuated we hadn’t.

The latter relates to an Island trader 
which had an on-board fire and was 
abandoned near Banks Peninsula in the 
late 1970s. After drifting at sea for several 
days, constituting a hazard to shipping, the 
Authorities decided it should be scuttled, 
and what better opportunity for some 
target practice. As Dave Phillips related, 
with low overcast conditions precluding a 
classic dive attack, sinking an abandoned, 
unarmed freighter was not that simple. My 
personal involvement in this story was as a 
SAR pilot based at Wigram. We were tasked 
for a coastal search around northern Banks 
Peninsula following a Mayday call from 
the ship. The mission turned from search 
to rescue when we located a life-raft and 
winched a dozen or more crew members 
from it, a very full Iroquois indeed !     

Thanks to the Organisers, the Skyhawk 
Cocktail Party Evening was a great success, 
an opportunity for Association members 
to meet and greet, for old (and older) pilots 
to tell their tales, a fitting welcome to NZ 
6207, Warbirds’ A-4 Skyhawk.  

NZ Warbirds’ Skyhawk was officially welcomed with 
a Skyhawk Cocktail Party on 23rd June.

Skyhawk Pilots, L to R: Trevor Bland, Mark Lamb, Dave 
Phillips, Bill Helliwell, Brian Coppersmith, 

Steve Moore, Graham Bethell.

Andrew Hope and Brett Nicholls performed a 
Strikemaster flypast to open the event.

Why is the Skyhawk so ‘tall’ ? 
If  you compare the Skyhawk with 

contemporary aircraft it has an unusually long 
undercarriage and tall stance. My secret US 
Navy ‘source’ suggests the reason is this:

The Skyhawk, a design from the 1950’s, 
was in fact a one way aircraft. Its primary 
design requirement was a delivery platform for a 
nuclear weapon. At this time these armaments 
were bulky devices, requiring a large fuselage for 
internal carriage or a tall fuselage for external 
carriage. It is hard to comprehend that this 
effective workhorse of  many Air Forces was 
conceived as a ‘manned’ cruise missile of  the 50s.

WINGS, WHEELS & WATER
AIRSHOW

Lake Ruataniwha - Twizel

Saturday September 22nd 2012

(or Sunday 23rd if postponed Saturday)

Starting 10am to 4pm
Gates open 9.30am 

A Fantastic Family Day Out With 
Something For Everyone

More than 20 aircraft of all makes 
and models confirmed to display.

For More Information & Contacts, visit

www.wingsoverwater.co.nz

ARDMORE
HANGARAGE

Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport

20m x 5.5m Power Doors

Large Apron  

Sealed Taxiway

Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249

Based in Alexandra and covering 
all the Southern Lakes area.

Seats and carpets for all aviation 
applications including
Microlights, GA, Helicopters
and Commercial.

All approved materials.

Kathy Bland

Kathy Bland

Kathy Bland



What Power Pilots could 
learn from Gliding
I’M A glider pilot and I fly for fun. I’m a 
bit of  a geek I guess and I get a kick out 
of  knowing things that other people don’t. 
The really obvious one is that I understand 
(as much as anyone does) how a wing flies 
and what keeps aircraft in the air. Following 
on from that is the idea that air is a fluid 
and moving further we get fluid dynamics 
on a planetary scale, in other words 
meteorology. I love that I can look at the 
sky and tell what the weather will do, for at 
least the rest of  the day, and if  I’ve sneaked 
a peak at the weather map earlier, I can 
make fairly accurate predictions for several 
days. Glider pilots get really good at reading 
the atmosphere, from the very basic need 
to look for trigger points for thermals to 
an understanding of  how the afternoon sea 
breeze will wipe out lift in some areas faster 
than others.

It always surprises me that other pilots 
don’t know this stuff  too.

Glider pilots love our sport. It is such 
a wonderful thing to do, so exhilarating, 
challenging and just down right fun that 
we can’t understand why the whole world 
isn’t doing it with us. The selling points, 
when we talk to other people, are all about 
the joys and beauty of  powerless flight, 
the thrill of  being in the air. That’s fine for 
people who have never had anything to do 
with aviation, but most of  the readers of  
this column are already pilots. What can I 
say that will make you think it’s worth your 
while to have a go at gliding?

Have you thought about what you could 
learn by learning gliding, things that would 
make you a better power pilot? 

I talked to some power pilots who are 
also glider pilots and asked them what 
gliding has taught them that has improved 
their general aviation knowledge, and their 
flying ability. Penny Mackay from Dragon 
Flight Training and Nelson Aviation 
College started her aviation career as a 
glider pilot, moving into power flying and 
ultimately flight training. Gliding taught her 
good situational awareness. Glider pilots 
are taught to fly with their heads outside 
the cockpit and to always be aware of  
other gliders sharing their sky, particularly 
in thermals or flying in the rising air along 
ridge lines. Traveling at 100 knots along a 
ridge you really have to be very very aware 
of  other traffic, especially as it may be on a 
reciprocal course to you.

Penny says she learnt to judge 
a glide by angles, something 
that has been useful for forced 
landings in power planes. She 
also learnt about landing in 
rough strips and paddocks. She 
has much more awareness of  
performance.

I thought Penny was joking 
when she brought up the next 
point, but she was serious. 
Gliding, she says, teaches you 
to use your feet when flying. 
I’m not a power pilot. I never 
knew power pilots barely need 
to touch the rudder. We have 
to rudder in every turn. She 
also says she’d never have 
known what a steep turn really 
is. Gliders regularly fly in steep 
turns with up to 60° of  bank so 
as to stay in the core of  rising air 
in ‘tight’ thermals.

Yvonne Loader, was the other 
way around from Penny. She 
was a successful competition 
power pilot with her favourite 
being the forced landing event. 
When she discovered gliding 
she already had a real advantage 
with ‘no go around’ landings. 
Yvonne went on to gain an 
FAI Gliding world record for 
feminine gain of  height and is 
active as both a gliding instructor 
and tow pilot. Gliding, she says, has taught 
her to know what is happening with air 
currents especially in the mountains, to be 
able to ‘read’ and avoid turbulence (most 
power pilots just crash through it rather 
than deviating around it a little), and riding 
the smooth wave rather than flying in the 
rough air, especially prevalent in the lee of  
the Kaikouras or any mountain range in a 
westerly, as most power pilots do. 

Yvonne says power pilots are in awe of  
our soaring knowledge and would love to 
have our knowledge about the air currents 
and where to fly to avoid turbulence. They 
can’t get enough of  her explaining what is 
happening ‘in the air’ and what the clouds 
are telling us. During a forced landing 
during a (power) BFR Yvonne realised 
that she had no penetration and quickly 
nominated a higher speed and pushed 
the nose down to get into the paddock (a 

Power Pilots can benefit from gliding knowledge too. This 
Cessna is cruising in the lift along the Springfield ridge 

with gliders from the Canterbury Gliding Club.

contributed by Jill McCaw

KiwiFlyerProducts and Services New Zealand Soaring
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westerly was pushing through the gorge 
area). The instructor made the comment 
that he was most impressed she had 
recognised what was happening as most 
power pilots would not have reacted to the 
situation!  

We are better at short landings too, 
Yvonne says, and the higher winds or cross 
winds don’t bother us as much as other 
power pilots. She thinks we are also more 
aware of  looking out constantly and good 
airmanship as our standard of  flying is 
high. 

Penny says gliding gave her good 
discipline but most of  all, gliding gave her a 
love of  flying.

I’m Jill McCaw and I’m editor and 
publisher of  SoaringNZ, the official journal 
of  Gliding NZ. If  you’re interested in 
giving gliding a try for yourself, check out 
the details of  your local club on the GNZ 
website.       www.gliding.co.nz
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Jeff Van West of Aviation Consumer wrote “New Zulu is in our opinion, the most comfortable over the ear headset ever worn.”

Available from
Phil Jones, 

NZ’s Lightspeed
Dealer since 1997 
Ph: 0800 116 741

specialfx.co.nz

SIERRA
The Best mid priced ANR headset

Light and Comfortable
Superb Stereo Sound

Bluetooth Compatible
Cellphone Interface

Top of the Range ANR 
New Speaker Design

Microport Vent Technology
Light and comfortable with unparallelled 

voice clarity and superb stereo sound
Bluetooth & Cellphone Interface

Now including FlightLink in flight cockpit 
recording for iPad and iPhone



KiwiFlyerAutogyros 

52 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 23 Have you got an interesting aviation story that KiwiFlyer readers might enjoy?  Call us on 0800 535 937 and we’ll help you to share it.  53www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

2000 hours in a Gyro

LEO says that as a young child in the late 
60s, he and his friends would always run 
the few kilometres to the local airfield of  
their small farming town whenever the 
occasional Cessna would come in. He 
dreamed of  being a pilot.

After many years of  flying radio 
controlled models, he learned to fly 3-axis 
microlights, accumulating 500 hours on 
a Thunderbird (similar to the Bantam), 
to which floats were fitted “for some 
very enjoyable off-water flying”. He also 
obtained a PPL and flew Cessnas, before 
‘converting’ to rotorcraft in 2001 when 
he commenced training on a Magni gyro. 
In that first year, he flew more than 300 
hours in the Magni. In 2003 he added a 
Helicopter PPL to his licence collection, 
and has since recorded 250 helicopter 
hours in his logbook, mostly in R44s. His 
passion in aviation is firmly with autogyros 
however, with more than 2000 hours now 
logged, all on Magni gyros that he has 
owned, including two M16s, one M24 and 
now a M22 which he has domiciled at 
Parakai Airfield. There are just five Magni 
gyros on our NZ register, and in fact Leo’s 
gyro shares the same hangar as one of  

those – belonging to Oskar Stielau who 
Leo wants to thank for “invaluable help 
with everything related to licencing the gyro 
and flying in New Zealand, introductions to 
the gyro scene, and more. Thanks Oskar!”

A growing community
When Leo started flying gyros in 

South Africa there were less than 30 in 
the country. It was a relatively new sport 
there, operating on the fringe of  ‘normal’ 
microlight aviation. Now Leo estimates 
there are more than 350 gyros operating 
in South Africa! While many of  them are 
‘patch flown’ for fun, a large number are 
used regularly for long cross country trips 

such as Leo undertook. Gyros also have a 
niche use in South Africa for applications 
such as game park surveys and patrols.
 
The hours and aircraft

Leo explains: “After going for a flight 
in the Magni M16 with our local agent 
in South Africa, on landing I placed my 
order for a new wide body M16 – and 
this is when all my real flying fun started. 
I completed over 1100 hours in that gyro, 
sold it and placed an order for another 
M16. TBO for the 914 was 1200 hours at 
that time. 

Whilst I owned the second M16 I 
decided that the ultimate gyro for me 
would be the Magni M24 (fully enclosed 
side by side) and ordered one. However 
I flew the M24 for only 10 hours before 
realising that I preferred the open cockpit 
environment. In the African climate I 
was simply getting too hot. I did consider 
adding air-conditioning but the cost, R&D 
and weight was simply not worth it, so I 
sold it and went back to flying the M16.

After completing around 975 hours in 
my second gyro I sold it and ordered a 
new Magni M22 Voyager. This gyro has 
some extra packing space on the sides, a 
little like panniers, and is slightly shorter 
(to compensate for C of  G changes when 
packing the storage areas). I opted for a 
carbon fibre body which saves around 7 kg 
in weight. 

I sold my M16 before the M22 arrived. 
I was gyroless! But fortunately a very good 
friend who didn’t fly much loaned me his 
for that intervening period. I put about 
40 hours on the new M22 in South Africa 
before packing it for shipping to NZ.”

Gyro flying in South Africa.
Gyros are far less prone to turbulence 

than light fixed-wing aircraft and Leo says 
that this opened up the whole of  South 
Africa to be toured, including beyond the 
borders.

His first long cross country trip was 
from Johannesburg (elevation 5300 AMSL 

Leo Levine heading toward the West Coast at Muriwai in his Magni M22 gyro, now based at Parakai.

In last month’s ZK Review pages, we noted the arrival of  a near new Magni M22 Voyager autogyro for 
Leo Levine. Leo is himself  only recently arrived in New Zealand from South Africa, where he amassed 
more than 2000 hours behind the controls of  three gyros he has owned (the first two were essentially worn 
out). That’s quite a tally and certainly more recreational gyro flying hours than any of  our New Zealand 
enthusiasts would have, so we asked Leo to tell us his story and share some of  the many aviation adventures 
he has had. This is episode one of  two, and the rest will follow in our next issue.

and a regular density altitude of  8500 ft. in summer) to the Natal 
coast, a journey of  around 350 miles each way. He subsequently 
did the same trip at least seven times, noting that what started out 
as “adventure” soon became “a walk in the park”. Leo used flight 
planning software to help plan flights with as little high ground as 
possible, navigating around the mighty Drakensberg which rises to 
over ten thousand feet, not a place you want to be in a small open 
cockpit. The trips usually involved a couple of  stops for food, fuel 
and a rest break.

Gyro enthusiasts have a knack for finding each other (or 
converting their existing friends) and Leo says that; “After a 
short time we became a group of  three Magni gyro owners and 
enthusiasts hangaring together. We formed a close friendship and 
flew away on a regular basis far and wide. It is amazing how one 
gets to know each other’s flying styles and we flew safely together 
for many years without any incident involving close encounters with 
each other. One of  the memorable trips we did was to the South 
West – Namibia.”

The Namibia Adventure
Talking with Leo, this sounds like an ultimate gyro fun adventure 

– and it’s one of  many he has enjoyed. Best to let Leo tell the story; 
“In those days it was acceptable to land on gravel roads and to clear 
Customs through the border gates between the countries just by 
joining the queue with the vehicles. We would simply push the gyros 
through and get airborne again from the gravel road, then continue 
on our adventures. These days, this is no longer accepted or done.

Additionally, as we came up to isolated small villages, we used to 
land on the outskirts on the gravel roads and taxi along the town 
streets to a gas station, then fuel up, taxi back and take off  again.

We were loaded like the proverbial packhorses, the gyro fuel tank 
capacity on the M16 was 72 litres and we would add another 20+ 
litres on the floor behind the pilots seat, then strap two twenty five 
litre tanks onto the rear seat. That gave an endurance of  7.5 hours 
with a 30 minute reserve.

We would also carry tools, spares, oil, spare tubes, gyro covers, 
a few litres of  water to drink, a fair amount of  food and of  course 
luggage for a two-week tour – we were heavy!”

Leo says that in his opinion, a gyro is 
the “ultimate sight-seeing cross country 
superbike of  the sky”. They flew in heat of  
up to 40 degrees C in the air and took off  
with ground temperatures of  around 46 
degrees C from desert strips and roads.

“Naturally, we would fly in a T shirt and 
shorts in that heat. On our first trip (we did 
a couple) to the West coast we flew along 
in the heat and wind over the sand dunes, 
not being bothered by turbulence at all. The 
desert stretches to the coast and as we got 
closer we were surprised by a significant 
temperature drop even though we were still 
over the desert sands. We were now flying 
in just 9 nine degrees C due to the onshore 
Atlantic breeze. It was becoming seriously 
misty and we were still a good half  an hour 
out of  Swakopmund (a medium size city in 
Namibia). 

...tune in to the next issue of  KiwiFlyer 
for part two of  Leo’s gyro adventures.

Desert sands on the Namibia adventure Leo (pictured right) with his two flying companions.

Join the NZ Autogyro Association    -    www.autogyro.org.nz



l	Instructor rating continued competence
l	Part 115 / 135 / 125 VFR and IFR competency checks
l	Private Pilot Licence issue
l	Instrument rating continued competence
l	Removal of limitations ILS, NDB, GPS issue
l	Aerobatic rating issue and renewal

Flight Examiners available throughout NZ for:

King Air simulator available

Instructional techniques training courses

Contact:  Steve Kingsbury on 07 866 5623  
Email: steve.kingsbury@flighttestnz.co.nz

www.flighttestnz.co.nz

FLIGHT   TRAINING
Pacific Helicopter Training introduces revolutionary 

safety standards with the new Guimbal Cabri G2. 

We have limited student numbers to 
ensure personalised career training.

Contact us for PPL and CPL training, Type Ratings for 
G2, R22, R44, Night Ratings and Instructor Ratings.

Christchurch International Airport
Contact Chris:   P: 03 359 6891   M: 027 316 8444  

E:  chris@pacificaircraft.co.nz

www.pacifichelicoptertraining.co.nzMore safety.  More utility.  More fun !

Teaching outstanding skills taught to us 
by the pioneers of mountain flying 

Next Mountain Flying Skills courses: 
9th-12th August   &  27th-30th Sept

P: 03 443 4005  
E: info@u-flywanaka.co.nz

www.mountainflyingnewzealand.com

Fly in your plane or ours.
Call to enquire about our half and full day packages or your individual requirements.

KiwiFlyerTraining Services

For feedback on any of our content in KiwiFlyer, email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz 5554 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 23 www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Malcolm: 027 484 0635  E: malcolm@mefs.co.nz        
www.middleearthflyingschool.co.nz

Train at Matamata with
Middle Earth Flying School

Personalised PPL, CPL 
and MEIR Training

Now registered with NZQA

No wasted taxi or holding time

Controlled airspace moments away

Focused and cost efficient

Our brand new Tecnam Twin is here

Tecnam 2008 arriving shortly

Extensive new offices and classrooms

Owned and run by airline pilots with 
experience spanning four decades

Ph/Fax: 09 298 1899
or 0508 CHOPPER
E: info@chopper.co.nz

www.chopper.co.nz

FLIGHT TRAINING
THEORY COURSES

TYPE RATINGS
S300 R22 R44 B206

CHARTER  .  SCENICS
PHOTOGRAPHY

SURFING  .  BANNERS

We offer professional training in a
friendly and relaxed environment

where graduates may also participate
in our commercial operations. 

Call us for an information pack or 
a trial flight to start your career today.

Providing Personalised Training to Private and Commercial Pilots for over 20 years 

See our websites for full information 

www.waypoints.co.nz
www.pilotbooks.co.nz

Contact: Mark Woodhouse
waypoints@clear.net.nz

Professional Aviation 
Ground Courses and 

PilotBooks Training Manuals

Enquiries and Enrolments being taken 
for the following upcoming courses:

Basic Turbine Knowledge
14-15 August & 20-21 November

ATPL Courses  
September / October

PilotBooks Training Manuals for:

PPL, CPL, 
IR, BTK and ATPL



ARRIVALS - April/May 2012
AGY Auster J1 Mr R J De Montalk  Palmerston North  Aeroplane
AJB Rans S-6ES Coyote II Mr A J Bowman  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2
CJN Tecnam P2008 Mr C J Nagel  Masterton  Microlight Class 2
DUH Ibis Magic GS-700 Mr D C Anderson  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
HAY Hughes 369D Phoenix Trading 2002 Limited  Christchurch  Helicopter 
HBH Robinson R66 Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura Helicopter 
ICA Robinson R44 Western Pacific Helicopters Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter 
ICD Aerospatiale AS 350B2 Mr B J Comerford  Porirua  Helicopter 
IDG Bell 206B Heli Imports Limited  Mosgiel  Helicopter 
JJR Jabiru Jabiru SP Kintore Trust  Sheffield  Microlight Class 2
LFW BA Jetstream Model 3202 Vincent Aviation Ltd  Wellington  Aeroplane 
LSF Tecnam P2002 Sierra Mr S G Ford  Porirua  Microlight Class 2
NAV Cessna 172S Nelson Aviation College Ltd  Motueka  Aeroplane 
PJI Jones PJ1 Mr P O Jones  Tauranga  Microlight Class 1
PPY The Vintage Aviator Sopwith Pup The Vintage Aviator Limited  Masterton  Aeroplane 
PXY Alpha R2160 Alpha Aviation Manufacturing Ltd  Cambridge  Aeroplane 
RAZ Auto Flight Single Seat Dominator Mr M J Saunders  Rotorua  Microlight Class 1
RHZ Rans S-6ES Coyote II East Canterbury Aviation Limited  Temuka  Microlight Class 2
RVO Vans RV-4 Mr R M Hickey  Christchurch  Amat Built Aeroplane
SJK Cessna 170B Mr J M Kelly  Richmond  Aeroplane 
SSA De Havilland DH 82A Tiger Moth Mr F E Frost  Nelson  Aeroplane 
TRF American Champion 8GCBC Te Rako Forestry Ltd  Waiau  Aeroplane 
ULM Great Lakes Baby Great Lakes Mr P Parkinson  Rangiora  Microlight Class 1
ZAZ Rans S-6ES Coyote II Mr R H M Dicey  Cromwell  Microlight Class 2
ZMA Jabiru Jabiru J400 Mr Warren  Waimate  Amat Built Aeroplane

TRANSFERS - April/May 2012
ABK Simmonds Spartan Mr P H Scotter  Kaiapoi  Aeroplane 
CBP Piel Emeraude CP-301 Cambridge Flying Machine Co.  Cambridge  Amat Built Aeroplane
COR Goodyear FG-1D The Old Stick & Rudder Co. Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane 
CXM Cessna 177B Mr P S Clinton  Auckland  Aeroplane 
DCA Cessna 210G Mr R J Lees  Thames  Aeroplane 
DMC Gippsland GA200 Wanganui Aero Work (2004) Ltd  Wanganui  Aeroplane 
ECI BA Jetstream Model 3201 Airwork Flight Operations Limited  Manukau  Aeroplane 
ECR BA Jetstream Model 3201 Airwork Flight Operations Limited  Manukau  Aeroplane 
EMT NZ Aerospace FU24-954 Aerospread Limited  Napier  Aeroplane 
EOF Cessna 172N Airline Flying Club (Inc)  Papakura  Aeroplane 
FJE Cessna R172K Mr J L Greer  Waipawa  Aeroplane 
FOE Thruster Gemini 503TC Mr R J McBride  Lumsden  Microlight Class 2
FVA Grumman American AA-1C Mr B Scott  Waitakere  Aeroplane 
FWI Replica Focke-Wulf 190 Mr M I Milnes  Wellington  Amat Built Aeroplane
FZV Rans S-6ES Coyote II Mrs K E Smith  Invercargill  Microlight Class 2
GAT PZL-Swidnik PW-5 “Smyk” Mrs A M Scott  Fox Glacier  Glider 
GFF Schleicher Ka 6CR Benton-Glasgow Partnership  Nelson  Glider 
GGK Glasflugel Standard Libelle Mr R A Sherlock  Christchurch  Glider 
GMV LET L-13 Blanik Otago Southland Gliding Club Inc  Omarama  Glider 
GNG Grob G102 Standard Astir III Otago Southland Gliding Club Inc  Omarama  Glider 
HAL Robinson R44 Bewarma Limited  Tauranga  Helicopter 
HBH Kawasaki BK117 B-2 Pacific Helicopters Ltd  Papua New Guinea  Helicopter 
HCK Robinson R44 Western Pacific Helicopters Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter 
HCV Robinson R44 II Helinorth Limited  Whangarei  Helicopter 
HDE Hughes 369D Heli-Flightworks Ltd  Ashburton  Helicopter 
HER Hughes 369HS Cloudy Bay Helicopters Limited  Blenheim  Helicopter 
HFE Bell 206B Precision Helicopters Ltd  Urenui  Helicopter 
HFU Robinson R22 Beta Frontier Helicopters Limited  Whakatane  Helicopter 
HHI Robinson R44 Ag Ops Ltd  Kerikeri  Helicopter 
HHI Robinson R44 Alpine Hunting Adventures Limited  Franz Josef Glacier  Helicopter 
HHS Robinson R44 Two B&S  Papakura  Helicopter 
HKJ Robinson R44 II The Alpine Group Ltd  Wanaka  Helicopter 
HKQ Bell 206B Tukituki Bay Farm Limited  Auckland  Helicopter 
HMM Aerospatiale AS 350B2 Aspiring Helicopters Ltd  Wanaka  Helicopter 
HPU Robinson R22 Beta Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura  Helicopter 
HRD Robinson R22 Beta Helipro Aviation Training Limited  Paraparaumu  Helicopter 
HSF Robinson R22 Beta The Helicopter Line Ltd  Queenstown  Helicopter 
HTC Bell 206B Wayport Pty Limited  Australia  Helicopter 
HTP KHI Kawasaki-Hughes 369HS Aerius Limited  Te Puke  Helicopter 
HVW Robinson R22 Beta Total Engineering Limited  Morrinsville  Helicopter 
HWM Bell 206B Precision Helicopters Ltd  Upper Urenui  Helicopter 
HYF Robinson R44 II Mr G R Marshall  Nelson  Helicopter 
IAN Robinson R44 II North Shore Helicopters Limited  Albany  Helicopter 
IJW McDonnell Douglas 500N R & J Trust  Brightwater  Helicopter 
IKJ Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Treetops Aviation Limited  Papakura  Helicopter 
IMP Robinson R44 II Amuri Helicopters Ltd  Hanmer Springs  Helicopter 
IPH Hughes 369D Te Anau Deer Limited  Te Anau  Helicopter 
ITH Robinson R44 II Rick Lucas Helicopters Ltd  Palmerston North  Helicopter 
IWF Robinson R44 II Mr French  Dunedin  Helicopter 
IXG Robinson R44 II T & P Williams Ltd  Hastings  Helicopter 
JBC Pacific Aerospace 750XL Farmers Air Ltd  Gisborne  Aeroplane 
JCM Australian Aircraft Hornet STOL Mr I D Galloway  Wanaka  Microlight Class 2
JEB Boehm Locke Hi-Max Minitwin Mr J D Simpson  Karamea  Microlight Class 2
JKG Solo Wings Windlass Aquilla Skywalk Limited  Whangarei  Microlight Class 2
JLW Rand KR-2 UL Mr W E Lindebaum  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
KAA Titan Tornado II Mr D R Baker  Greymouth  Microlight Class 2
KAL Cessna 182P Blue Skies Skydiving Limited  Whangaparaoa  Aeroplane 
KAS Cessna 172N Dennis Thompson International Ltd  Papakura Aeroplane 
KAZ Cessna 172S Kapiti Districts Aero Club (Inc)  Paraparaumu  Aeroplane 
LAD Piper PA-38-112 Wanganui Aero Club (Inc)  Wanganui  Aeroplane 
LES Cessna R172K Mr T A Hobson  Feilding  Aeroplane 
LTT Pacific Aerospace Cresco 08-600 Super Air Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane 
MBS Socata TB 10 Golden Wings Flight Training Ltd  Nelson  Aeroplane 
MCK Pilatus PC-6/B2-H4 Skydive Franz Josef Ltd  Franz Josef Glacier  Aeroplane 
MDB Tekweld Aeropup Kudrass Family Trust  Motueka  Microlight Class 2
MDO Cessna A152 Southern Lakes Learn To Fly Limited  Cromwell  Aeroplane 
MZM AutoGyro Europe Calidus Fern SkyGy Limited  Papamoa  Microlight Class 2
NMK Partenavia P 68B Partenavia Plains Ltd  Christchurch  Aeroplane 
OOI Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr G N Brown  Te Awamutu  Microlight Class 2
PAI Cessna TU206A Adventure Aviation 2011 Limited  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane 
PCB Alpi Aviation Pioneer 200 Mr P C Steers  Hastings  Microlight Class 2
PMT Cessna 208 Skydivingnz.Com Ltd  Methven  Aeroplane
continued on next page...

NEW AIRCRAFT  |  USED AIRCRAFT  |  ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE
Hawker Pacific are New Zealand’s one-stop rotary and fixed wing maintenance facility under one roof at Ardmore.
Contact Peter McCarty on 09 295 0665,  email: peter.mccarty@hawkerpacific.com www.hawkerpacific.com

FOR ALL FIXED WING AND ROTARY 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND
AVIONICS REQUIREMENTS,
CONTACT HAWKER PACIFIC 

AT ARDMORE ON 09 295 0665

NZ’S ONE-STOP ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE FACILITY ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

Buying an aircraft?  -  We can help with checks and upgrades
See us for Assessments, Cosmetics, Avionics, Modifications, and Ongoing Maintenance Programmes to Suit Your Needs.

Selling an aircraft?  -  We can complete your preparations for sale
See us for Checks, Corrosion Control, Cosmetics, CoA, and more.

Avionics, Airframe, Engines, Hydraulics, Components…      Genuine Beech, Cessna, Piper, and Helicopter Parts in stock.

Contact Peter McCarty
P: 09 295 0665

E: peter.mccarty@hawkerpacific.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore.

www.hawkerpacific.com

ZK-ULM Baby Great Lakes
AFTER only 4 years or 3850 man hours 
Peter Parkinson’s Baby Great Lakes took to 
the air for the first time at the end of  April 
in the capable hands of  the test pilot Brent 
Thompson.

The Baby Great Lakes was designed by 
Barney Oldfield in the 1950’s in Waterloo, 
New York, but during the construction of  
the prototype Barney became seriously ill 
with cancer, the aircraft was finished by 
his friend Dick Lane and flew just before 
Barney died.

Peter’s Baby Great Lakes is a fully 
aerobatic single seat bi-plane powered 
by a 100hp Simonini engine with a Brent 
Thompson propeller. It has an economical 
cruise speed of  90kts but can be pushed 
along at 100kts, and modifications have 
been done to the carburettor to allow 
inverted flight. 

What attracted Peter to this design was 
how well it was engineered. He said he 
really is a builder rather than a flyer and 
liked that the aircraft was designed on 
traditional engineering practices, being all 
wooden wings with a steel tube fuselage 
and covered in Dacron fabric. 

ZK-ULM’s registration comes from the 
French term for microlight ‘ULM’ which 

means ‘ultra-léger motorisé’. The striking 
colour scheme was designed by Peter while 
travelling around Europe in a campervan 
for 6 months and on one day in France 
with a bottle of  French wine he started 
sketching - the yellow, white and black 
colour scheme was the result. He went for 
a scheme that was bright and would stand 
out in the sky and on the ground due to the 
small size of  the aircraft and the need to be 
very visible.

The aircraft has now flown 12 hours 
and has been fully tested, including for 

aerobatics. To help with this testing Brent 
and Peter fitted an extra bubble that could 
be seen while upside down to check that 
the wings were level.

ZK-AGY  Auster J1
THE Auster aircraft has a very special 
place for Ritchie de Montalk of  Palmerston 
North, as it was the aircraft he leant 
to fly and soloed back in Greymouth a 
number of  years ago. So when he saw an 
opportunity to purchase one for his own he 
took it. ZK-AGY started its life in 1946, in 
the UK under the registration G-AGYJ and 
in 1952 was imported into Australia where 
it had numerous owners. The last owner 
completed a major rebuild and installed 

the Gypsy Major 145hp engine. It was also 
repainted in a lookalike Air New Zealand 
colour scheme. Once the aircraft arrived at 
Nelson, Ritchie had Mat Bailey of  Avcraft 
Engineering  reassemble it and then with 
a ferry permit was able to fly to Fielding 
where the 100 hour check and the CoA is 
being completed. 

The Auster J/1 Autocrat was a 1940s 
British single-engine, three-seat high-wing 
touring monoplane built by Auster Aircraft 
Limited at Rearsby, Leicestershire. The 
first production aircraft was delivered 
in December 1945. One of  the more 
spectacular feats of  the type was the first 
visit of  a civilian aircraft to an aircraft 
carrier, HMS Illustrious in the English 
Channel in October 1946. (This aircraft is 
in New Zealand as ZK-AUX.) 

The Autocrat became one of  the 
most successful post-war British light 
aircraft with more than 400 built. There 
are 31 Auster aircraft registered in New 
Zealand but I think ZK-AGY is the only 
J1 Autocrat. The Auster aircraft has a 
huge history in New Zealand, as well as 
many that were used privately, the RNZAF 
used them for forestry patrol and army 
liaison work and they were also used for 
topdressing, as well as glacier scenic flights 
and landings.

ZK Register Review provided courtesy of Hawker Pacific
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contributed by Penny Belworthy



        page
Aeromarsters . . . . . . 42
Aeromotive . . . . . . 6
Aeronet . . . . . . . 45
AGlaze NZ . . . . . . 21
Aircraft Detailing NZ  . . . 21 
Air Safari 2013 . . . . . 49
Airbox Aerospace  . . . . 8
Airwork . . . . . . . 29
Angel Flight . . . . . . 58
Ardmore Flying School  . . . 55
Ardmore Helicopters  . . . 54  
Ardmore Sky Station  . . . 11
Asia Pacific Aerospace  . . 15, 35
Autoflight  . . . . . . 53
Avclean . . . . . . . 44
Aviall . . . . . . . 2
Aviation & Performance Parts . . 50
Aviation Co-operating Underwriters  12
Aviation Industry Association . . 25
Aviation Interiors . . . . . 59
Aviation Painting Services . .   5, 45
Aviation Safety . . . . . 27
Aviation Trader . . . . . 45
Avinet / Air Maestro . . . . 38
AvParts . . . . . . . 24
Avsure . . . . . . . 19
Brumby Helicopters . . . . 9
Central Aero Engineering  49,  50,  53
Composites International . . . 24
Corporate Jet Services  . . . 49
Dargaville Aero Club . . . . 58
Dart Helicopter Accessories . . 64
Dennis Thompson International  . 61
Fieldair Engineering . . . 18, 45
Flightcell . . . . . . . 29
Flightline Aviation . . . .   9, 60
Flight Test NZ . . . . . . 55
GSB . . . . . . . 28
Gyrate NZ . . . . . . 53
Hawker Pacific  .  . . .  34, 56
Helicopter Flight Training . .   . 11
Heliflite Pacific  . . . 24,  39,  60
Helispecs Maintenance . . . 16
Japan NZ Aviation  . . . . 23
KemTek . . . . . . . 16
Life Flight Trust  . . . . . 10
Martin Aviation Services  . . 50
Massey University . . . . . 7
Middle Earth Flying School  . . 54
Mountain Flying NZ . . . .   54
Navigatus / Aircare . . . . 37
NZ Autogyro Association . . . 53
NZ Warbirds  . . . . . 48
Oceania Aviation  . . . 41, 63
Omnistar . . . . . . . 31
Pacific Aero Coatings  . . . 16
Pacific Helicopter Training  . . 54
Precision Systems . . . . . 29
RDS Systems . . . . . . 30
Remuera Doctors  . . . . . 54
Ridge Air . . . . . . . 55
Rotor and Wing Maintenance . . 20
Skysales Aviation . . . . .   60
Solo Wings . . . . . . 50
South Pacific Avionics  . .     . 23
SparxFly . . . . . . . 50
Special FX Supplies . . . . 50
Spratt Financial Services . . . 18
Tecnam . . . . . . . 14
Walkers Upholstery . . . . 49
Waypoints Aviation . . . . 55
Wings Over Water Airshow . . 49

Advertising Index

Fly a Robinson R22 at owner’s rates
Based at Ardmore, this aircraft presents better than new 

after a restoration grade overhaul just 100 hours ago. 

Includes   l	All new avionics   l	Powerflow performance exhaust
  Spidertracks   l	Traffic awareness   l	Touch screen GPS 

  Bluetooth phone with remote   l	Helipods   l	Life jackets and PLB 
  

No monthly syndicate fee. No need to purchase a share that you 
can’t sell later. No risks of ownership, just the benefits.

Rates from $285+GST an hour depending on usage.  Conditions apply.
Advanced instruction available. Ph: 021 667 866 or E: rotorflight@xtra.co.nz

ZK-PJI  Jones PJ1
PETER Jones’s aircraft was started some 
10-15 years ago by Bill Cockram, the plans 
being loosely based on a 2 seat Monsoon 
aircraft with a O-200 continental engine. As 
he wanted to use a Rotax engine though, 
this design was too big so he set about 
narrowing the fuselage and then designing 
and building his own wings. Unfortunately 
Bill became ill and decided he couldn’t 
finish the aircraft so gave all that he had 
built so far to Peter Jones and sold him 
the 503 Rotax engine as well. As Peter 
hadn’t built an aircraft before, this was a 
huge learning curve and problem solving 
exercise, especially on a very tight budget.

The aircraft is now a single seat, 
low wing, tail dragger that fits into 
the Microlight class. It is of  all timber 
construction, fabric covered and utilises a 
Long Eze canopy.

When it came time for the weight and 
balance Peter discovered that the centre of  
gravity was too aft so he extended the front 
of  the aircraft, moving the seat forward. 
With full credit to Peter and with some the 
help along the way from Harry Harrison 
of  Tauranga the aircraft is now finished 
and due for its final inspections before test 
flying begins.

KiwiFlyerZK Register Review

KiwiFlyer is focused on the New Zealand aviation marketplace.  Call us to discuss how we can help your business. 5958 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 23 www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

IBIS for sale

Ibis aircraft on the Microlight register with 
30 hours TT at this time. This aircraft was 
imported from Australia and is as new. 
Ready to fly away today. 

Icom-A210 VHF radio, PS 501 Intercom. 

Rotax 912 ULS with Bolly 3 Blade ground 
adjustable propeller. 
Large 140 litre fuel capacity. Long range 
tanks at 16 litres an hour. 

$107,000 +GST
For further details phone 03 443 4005 
or email: info@u-flywanaka.co.nz 

...continued from previous page 
RAD Airborne Windsports Edge X 582 Mr Marshall  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
REN Cessna 180B Southbranch Farm Limited  Belfast  Aeroplane 
RMH Curtiss P-40E The Old Stick & Rudder Co. Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane 
SDA Cessna 182P Skydive Auckland Ltd  Taupo  Aeroplane 
SDF Pacific Aerospace 750XL Skydive Auckland Ltd  Taupo  Aeroplane 
SDT Pacific Aerospace 750XL Skydive Taupo Ltd  Taupo  Aeroplane 
SEU Cessna 207A Horsham Aviation Services Pty Ltd  Australia  Aeroplane 
SNM Beech C90A Hawk Enterprises Ltd  Feilding  Aeroplane 
SSU Aero L-29 Soviet Star Limited  Timaru  Aeroplane 
THA Tecnam P92 Echo Super Mr C W Johnston  Hastings  Microlight Class 2
TKP Fly Synthesis Texan Top Class Maikato Corporation Limited  Whangarei  Microlight Class 2
UPX Piper PA-34-220T Helipro Aviation Training Limited  Paraparaumu  Aeroplane 
VAU Aero L-29 Soviet Star Limited  Timaru  Aeroplane 
VKE Cessna 185A Mr M B Thomas  Omarama  Aeroplane 
WGE Cessna 172K Adventure Aviation 2011 Limited  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane 
WNG Tecnam P96 Golf Mr P B Shepard  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
WSJ Cessna 182Q Richard John & Denise Joy Tait  Ashburton  Aeroplane 
XYZ Cessna 172R Nelson Aviation College Ltd  Motueka  Aeroplane 

DEPARTURES - April/May 2012 
GVL Rolladen-Schneider LS 4 Mr D R Van Der Linden  Richmond  Glider Exp
HAA Robinson R44 II Helinorth Limited  Whangarei  Helicopter Dest
HAC Eurocopter EC 130 B4 Wanaka Helicopters Ltd  Wanaka  Helicopter Exp
HBH Kawasaki BK117 B-2 Pacific Helicopters Ltd  Papua New Guinea  Helicopter Exp
HKT Robinson R22 Beta The Helicopter Line Ltd  Queenstown  Helicopter Dest
IAF Robinson R22 Mariner Little White Dog Limited  Blenheim  Helicopter Exp
IJK Eurocopter EC 120 B Over The Top Ltd  Queenstown  Helicopter Exp
ISF Bell 206L-3 North Shore Helicopters Limited  Albany  Helicopter Dest
JFN Zenair Zodiac 601 UL B M Whiteman and G Mitchell  Whangaparaoa  Microlight C2 Dest
JTH Cessna 680 Sovereign Pacific Jets Limited  Christchurch  Aeroplane Exp
KBO Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane Exp
KBT Pacific Aerospace 750XL GEFA Mbh  Germany  Aeroplane Exp
NBT Boeing 747-419 Air New Zealand Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane Exp
NBU Boeing 747-419 Air New Zealand Ltd Auckland  Aeroplane Exp
RBY JRM Helyplanes Wasp Air Buggy Mr G W McKay  Dunedin  Microlight C1 w/d
RVE Vans RV-3 Mr B L Pool  Wellington  Amat Aeroplane w/d
SEU Cessna 207A Horsham Aviation Services Pty Ltd  Australia  Aeroplane Exp

For private advertisers, classified advertising in KiwiFlyer is discounted to only 
$35 including GST for 50 words and a colour photograph. Or pay by column 
space at the rate of only $10 including GST per column centimetre. Please 
contact us for commercial advertising rates.

Send your advert details and cheque made out to Kiwi Flyer Limited to 
Kiwi Flyer, PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244. 
Alternately, email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz Credit cards or bank transfer payments 
are welcome but can only be accepted by internet payment. Please contact us for 
details by email or phone 0800 KFLYER  (0800 535 937).

Classified deadline for the next issue is 14th September. 
Don’t forget to include all of your contact details in your advertisement. 

Reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers with your classified advertisement

ZK-JJR   Jabiru SP
ASHBURTON airfield has been a hive 
of  activity recently with the first flight last 
month of  the Fokker D-Vll replica and 
this month with the first flight of  Ashley 
Johnston’s new Jabiru SP. Formed in 1988, 
Jabiru Aircraft of  Queensland produce a 
range of  kit and ready to fly light aircraft, 
including their own engines. The aircraft 
are built largely of  composite materials and 
are conventional high-wing monoplanes. 

ZK-JJR is powered by a 80hp Jabiru 
J2200 engine with a Jabiru 60x38 propeller. 
It has a basic and easy to see instrument 

panel with a roomy cockpit and good 
visibility. Fuel tanks are wing mounted with 
a collector tank system. Having completed 
a thorough inspection of  the aircraft Evan 
Belworthy is now into its first 10 hours of  
test flying.

Angel Flight NZ needs ‘Angels in Cockpits’
Angel Flight NZ starts in March 2012 in Northland, flying missions 
to and from Kaitaia, Kerikeri and Whangarei to North Shore Airfield. 
Landing fees are waived at NZAR, NZKK, NZKT, NZNE and NZWR 
for Angel Flights. Missions will also expand into other parts of NZ as 
Volunteer pilots and eligible passengers become available.

Pilots need to have 250 hours PIC, have current BFR and Medical and 
be willing to donate 5 -10 hours of their time and their aircraft per year.

Contact Lance Weller 
Phone: 09 434 3271 or 027 893 4587

Email: lance@angelflightnz.co.nz

Pilots Wanted



NEW Robinson R44 Raven I and II

New Robinson R44 Raven I and II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R22 Beta II

New Robinson R22 Beta II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

4 PAX + Pilot, Cruise Speed 120 kts, 927 lb usable at 
max fuel. Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R66 Turbine

5 Sold - Limited slots available from mid 2012

3 Delivered

KiwiFlyerKiwiFlyer Classified

KiwiFlyer Classifieds reach many thousands of Kiwi Flyers. Don’t miss the chance to sell your aircraft in our next issue. 6160 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 23 www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

BELL 47 J Ranger

Excellent condition throughout. 
Overhauled engine and 

transmission. New glass, four 
seats, plenty of cabin room, rear 

baggage compartment. 
No 2200 hour overhauls (R44). 

The BELL 47 is back in production 
with full parts support - 

see www.ScottsBELL47.com
Wanting the best ‘value for money’ 

helicopter? Compare the price, 
compare the value. 

$210,000 +GST 
For details, call 021485996 or 
email: gm@hftaerospace.com 

Guimbal Cabri G2

Now available in New Zealand, the revolutionary 
Guimbal Cabri G2 is the safest helicopter in its class. 
Contact Pacific Aircraft Sales for more information.

Phone Terry: 03 359 3681 or 027 433 2647
Email: terry@pacificaircraft.co.nz   www.cabri.co.nz

CONTACT SKYSALES
P: 0800 ROBINSON   E: info@skysales.co.nz Chris Barry: 021 844 490 Alex Rodger: 021 372 740

ROBINSON R66 TURBINE
Call now for information on this exceptional 
aircraft. 5 Place, Large Baggage Locker, 
RR300 Turbine. 
An impressive performer!

NEW 2010 MD500E.  
4 Bladed Tail Rotor, Garmin Avionics, Fargo 
Aux Fuel, Extended Landing Gear, Tinted 
Windows, Rapid Door Removal Hinges. POA.

1998 R22 BETA II    1980 Hrs TTSN, 
190 Hrs since overhaul, always hangared 

NZ$230,000 +GST

1994 R44 ASTRO   1712 Hrs TTSN, 
506 Hrs since 12 year overhaul 

NZ$250,000 +GST

2007 R44 RAVEN II    2000 Hrs TTSN, 
freshly overhauled with fuel blader SB 
embodied, highly spec’d             $POA

2012 R44 Raven II    Contact us now for 
specifications and delivery schedule  $POA

2012 R66 Turbine   Be quick to select 
your specification              $POA

2009 MD530FF    236 Hrs TTSN, Aux Fuel 
Tank, Cargo Hook, Load Cell, Bear Paws… 
   $POA

ROBINSON, MD, BELL, EUROCOPTER, 
SINGLE OR TWIN ENGINE, 
TELL US WHAT YOU WANT 
AND WE WILL FIND IT!

www.skysales.co.nz

QUALITY NEW & USED AIRCRAFT

The RNZAC is inviting applications for the position 
of Executive Secretary. With 42 member clubs 

and 3200 pilot members it is NZ’s largest aviation 
association. Operating under the brand name Flying 

NZ its vision is to foster and promote flying as a 
sport and recreational activity for member clubs. 

The Executive Secretary role requires administration, 
management and event management skills along 

with the ability to build and maintain relationships at 
all levels. You would need to work autonomously and 

have demonstrated leadership ability. 

An understanding of the volunteer environment 
together with the aviation industry and its challenges 
would be appropriate in helping lead the organisation 

forward. The position can be situated where the 
successful applicant resides. Hours of work are 

flexible and at certain times of the year demands on 
time are high. Some travel is involved.

Executive Secretary

A copy of the job description is available from: 
richard.small@flyingnz.co.nz 

Applications should be sent to: 
john.brunskill@flyingnz.co.nz

Royal New Zealand
Aero Club Incorporated

R22 Beta II For Sale

2006 model. Excellent condition, new engine, M/R 
Blades 660 hrs to run, airframe T/T 2120. Full panel 

and all the usual extras. Price $118,500 +GST.
Contact Geoff Kitto on 027 222 4233 or 03 412 8224 

email: andy.kitto@farmside.co.nz

Matamata hangar for sale or rent

12m x 15m, accomodates 3 medium aircraft. High 
walls, wind up tilt door, large concrete apron, metal 
construction, skylight, solar power, and birdproof.

Purchase $103,000 ono, alternatively rent per space 
$50 /week (now only one still available). 

P: 07 5761032 M: 022 6359130 E: gjlusby@gmail.com

Licenced Aircraft Maintenance 
Engineering and Pilot jobs

Touring Asia Pacific

Must have AS350 experience
2 years experience after attaining licence

1 year touring experience
Loyal, honest & reliable

English speaking and Self-motivated

Competitive remuneration with equal time on and off 
tour, working for a well-established and recognised 

helicopter company with an exemplary safety record.

Contact: brenda@skyworkhelicopters.com

CONTACT  FLIGHTLINE 
P: 0800 CESSNA    E: info@flightline.co.nz 

Chris Barry: 021 844 490   
E: chris.barry@flightline.co.nz

ATTENTION R44 OWNERS.   
Sapphire Premium Overhauled Engines for sale. 
Exchange O-540-F1B5 (RT) from $45,995+GST, 
Exchange IO-540-AE1A5 from $49,995+GST. For 
more information visit www.flightline.co.nz or phone 
Tony van Tiel on 021 637 606 or 
Alan Hockey on 03 486 2754

QUALITY NEW & USED AIRCRAFT

1977 CESSNA U206G 7700 Hrs TTSN, Engine 240 
TSO, Prop 380TSO, ex Ardmore NZ$195,000 +GST

2002 CESSNA T182T 2000 Hrs TTSN, Engine 
435 Hrs SFRM, ex Ardmore  US$244,500 +GST

2004 CESSNA 182T 678 Hrs TTSN, G1000, 
KAP140 Auto Pilot, ex Ardmore  US$269,000 +GST

2006 CESSNA T182T 700 Hrs TTSN, G1000, 
KAP140 Auto Pilot, ex Ardmore  US$284,500 +GST

2011 CESSNA 182T G1000, GFC700 Auto Pilot, 
SVT, Leather, ex Ardmore  US$464,620 +GST

2011 CESSNA 206H G1000, GFC700 Auto Pilot, 
SVT, Leather, ex Ardmore  US$618,720 +GST

CESSNA, PIPER, BEECH, FIXED OR ROTARY 
WING, SINGLE OR TWIN ENGINE, TELL US 
WHAT YOU WANT AND WE WILL FIND IT!

www.flightline.co.nz

Contact Dennis:  P. 09 298 6249  |  M. 0294 923 160  |  E. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airport, Papakura. www.DtiAircraftSales.com

International Aircraft Sales and Acquisitions for 44 years.

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

1974 Piper PA28-180 Archer  8917 Hours Since New
 as at March 2012.  Lycoming IO-360.A4M. 180 HP. 
3606 Hours SN. 1413 Hours Since  Factory Overhaul.  
Dual VHF, VOR, Transponder, ELT.  Wingleveler 
Autopilot. Asking: $69,900 incl. of GST (if any)

                Buy it and we will teach you to fly it !

1981 Cessna Citation I SP    For Immediate Sale!!   4650 Hrs SN. Original factory 
engines 1144 hrs since P&W Gold o/h. Thrust Reversers. 3 owners. Freon air with 
cool sticks. Impeccable records. Cescom. Multiple interior configs. Fresh Phase 
1-5 inspection. Priced at US$595,000 +GST if sold in NZ. Serious offer invited.

1980 Cessna T210-N Turbo Centurion II. 
4951 Hours SN.  Great Garmin and King IFR Avionics.  EFIS HSI.  
Tip tanks.  388 hours to 1600 Hour TBO.  Hangared at Ardmore Airport.

2000 Eagle 150     205 Hours Since New. 
Bendix-King avionics with GPS / Moving map. 
Special Price $95,000 +GST if sold in NZ. 
Inspect at Ardmore!

1980 Cessna 404 Titan 
ZK-NDY US$499,900.

1998 Eagle 150-B   Only 430 Hours SN. Engine and 
Prop also 430 Hours SN. GPS / COM, Transponder, 
Intercom.  Standard Eagle Factory Equipment.  Full 
Gyro Instruments. 120 Knot cruise at 23 Litres / Hr
Factory demonstrator.  $95,500 +GST if sold in NZ.

1980 Cessna 172-N Skyhawk II     
8820 Hrs Since New. Lycoming O320-D2J. 160 HP. 2000 Hr TBO.  1112 Hours Since 
Factory Overhaul 2008.  2 Cessna NAV-COMS, Transponder, ADF, DME, VOR/ILS.  
Fresh 100 hour inspection and ARA March 2012.  Asking: $85,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

2005 Tecnam P-2004
155 Hours Since New.  Pristine.  Garmin VHF-COM-
GPS.  Transponder.  One Owner.  Better than new 
condition. Asking $120,000 incl. of GST (if any).

Classic Tiger Moth 
NZ$139,900 no GST. 
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A weekend in Wellington
WELLINGTON is the third-busiest airport in New Zealand. 
The site for Rongotai aerodrome was first identified in 1922 when 
it was still undulating sandhills and rugged terrain. Aircraft began 
operations on a small area of  flat ground behind the sandhills in 
Lyall Bay in 1911. In 1921 Rudolph Wrigley of  the New Zealand 
Aero Transport Company (later Mount Cook Airlines), fashioned a 
runway and then built a hangar.

An official opening 
ceremony for the airfield 
was held on 16th November 
1929, however development 
was not completed until 
February 1930. The aero 
club was gifted several 
planes early in its history and 
acquired a temporary hanger 
in early 1930.

I used to think big and 
difficult as far as flying 
into Wellington goes. But 
actually, whenever I flew 
in with my parents or later 
by myself, I found it to be 
straight forward, the tower 
helpful and the aero club 
most welcoming. My last 
trip was in my Tecnam Golf. 
It was a windy day and I 
remember being asked to 
hold in the Sinclair sector. 
It was the early days of  
Tecnam aircraft in NZ and 
the Control Tower seemed 
bemused when I was able to 
comply with ‘not less that 
90kts IAS when above 300 
feet AMSL’.  “Not bad for a 
microlight.”  

One thing to bear in 
mind is that the Wellington 
Airport company has no 
overnight parking available (at time of  print) for light aircraft so a 
trip there needs to be a day exercise and then fly out to park up at 
NZPP or NZMS. Trains from both these places are regular and a 
good way to return to the city for your fun weekend out in the big 
smoke.

Arrival into WN requires a good read up in the AIP4 and a 
sturdy look at the map, more that can be described here - however 
do not be put off, it is like any other airport and if  you are 
organised with your planning then it is a great feeling to land here.

After touching down at Wellington and parking up on the 
western apron, take the time to introduce yourself  to the team 
at the aero club, who can provide information and tips for your 
departure. This club is alive and well. They also have a great website 
which has some interesting newsletters with great photos - check 
out www.flywellington.co.nz The March/April newsletter has 
some great shots of  the D’Urville Island airstrip and provides an 
interesting insight to how a club is run enthusiastically. 

I remember fantastic times at Wellington aero club, because of  
the view over the airport and the kind hospitality. In the year just 
passed, the club has moved from the historical site into new club 
buildings. Nowadays the club is strong and growing, because they 
still believe in the original philosophy that an aero club is a  place 
to grow your flying as well as to network socially and to experience 
many different fly away opportunities.  

If  you are staying a 
night or two, there is a huge 
choice of  accommodation 
in town. I have seen all the 
backpackers as I like to call 
in frequently to promote our 
scenic flights to their clients. 
Most of  them are centrally 
located and tidy. My pick 
is the YHA - right in town. 
However if  you are after a 
romantic weekend, go for 
one of  the hotels. I like 
the Kingsgate Hotel as it is 
central. It has a restaurant, is 
affordable and you can hone 
into great specials if  you 
book on the internet. www.
kingsgatewellington.co.nz 

What to do in 
Wellington?  If  you are there 
in November you will be 
caught up with the fanfare 
of  the world premier of  
The Hobbit.  I was there 
for the world premiere 
of  The Fellowship of  the 
Ring in 2001 and I have to 
say, Wellington had a really 
fantastic vibe throughout 
the whole city - but book 
early! The same can be 
said for the Wearable Arts 
Festival - 27th September 

to 7th of  October. Tickets have almost sold out at time of  print.
Old faves - a visit to Te Papa and strolling Cuba Street. However 

if  you would like something different then jump on the train (the 
station is opposite Parliament House) to Petone for a culinary 
shopping delight.  A must do is to visit the Dutch Shop in Jackson 
Street, Petone. It sells Liquorice that is salty and liquorice lovers 
travel to it from all over NZ. I like the cheese which they sell slices 
of, from large rounds, yum! Opposite the shop is a fantastic Indian 
supermarket and just around the corner is the Asian supermarket. 
All three shops have my cupboards stocked for up to a year as they 
sell quality but in bulk at fantastic prices.

Another good trip is to Martinborough. A tour I did recently 
is on www.horseandcarriage.co.nz  We visited four vineyards via a 
horse drawn carriage and had a truly memorable day, one of  many 
to be had in Wellington and her surrounds.  

Take time out to fly into Wellington International. I guarantee 
you will be a better pilot for it! 

Clockwise from top left: 1. Wellington Airport, 2. The Beehive, 3. Wellington Harbour 
and beaches offer a variety of walking opportunities, 4. Zealandia - The Karori Bird 

Sanctuary is a short trip from the central city, 5: Vineyard tours at nearby Martinborough.

contributed by Ruth Presland

Chris Gee

Chris GeeChris Gee

Chris Gee
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MD Helicopters

Cable Cutters

Engine Support
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Agusta Westland

Safety Support
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EXCLUSIVE NZ DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR DART HELICOPTER SERVICES
Free catalogues available (printed or electronic)
or visit www.darthelicopterservices.com

Contact Martyn Griffiths   |   Sales Manager   |   P: 09 295 1408   |   M: 027 808 0094   |   E: martyn.griffiths@hawkerpacific.com
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