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Welcome to Issue 24 of  KiwiFlyer which means 
it must be our 4th birthday. Happy Birthday to 
us! It’s an opportune time to say a big thanks to 
all of  our contributors and especially to all of  our 
advertisers without whom the publication would 
not be possible. And thanks too of  course to 
KiwiFlyer readers for supporting our advertisers 
and making their investments worthwhile.

The feature story of  this issue is Graeme Frew’s 
Yak-3 rebuild. We haven’t covered the type’s 
history in detail or even all of  the feats of  
engineering involved in the restoration, as these 
have been well reported elsewhere. We wanted 
to capture the enthusiasm behind the project 
and report on what it was like for Graeme to 
commission and ‘live’ the rebuild, what it was like 
to test fly the newly completed aircraft, what it was 
like to fly in and alongside as the photographer, 
and what it is like to own and fly for pleasure. Thus 
our article has been penned by Graeme, along with 
Frank Parker as test pilot and Gavin Conroy as 
photographer. Their enthusiasm is infectious and 
since the aircraft is currently for sale, be warned 
that reading the article may well result in a desire to 
purchase it.

This issue contains our annual Guide to Flight 
Training Providers. As well as profiling a wide 
range of  Training Providers across 20 pages 
of  content, the Guide also contains editorial 
that should be of  interest to all those who are 
pursuing a career in aviation. Mark Woodhouse has 
comprehensively explained all the recent changes 
to aviation training in New Zealand including 
the Diploma in Aviation, The Air NZ FTO 
Partnerships, student loan funding, and more.

There are several business profiles in this issue 
as well as a short piece on Bill and Robyn Reid’s 
outstanding Avro Anson restoration which 
is also the subject of  our centerfold poster. 
Commercial operators should already be aware that 
AIRCARETM accreditations will soon be mandatory 
to land in the Department of  Conservation 
estate and this issue includes an article explaining 
the programme and audit process. Our usual 
contributors are all present with their regular 
columns as well, so everyone should be able to 
find something of  interest to read. Enjoy!

Safe flying,

Michael Norton
Editor, KiwiFlyer Magazine

From the Editor

Front Cover: Graeme Frew’s Yak-3 formed up behind the 
Hercules at Wanaka in April. Gavin Conroy photograph.
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Building and Flying the Yak-3
One of  the most recent warbird rebuilds in 
NZ is Graeme Frew’s Yak-3. Our feature 
article for this issue includes contributions 
from the owner, test pilot and photographer.  

Developing Moving Map GPS Software 
Tom Hedges from Airbox Aerospace describes 
what is involved in developing GPS software.

Aviation Insurance Explanation of Terms
Bill Beard from Avsure explains common, but 
often misunderstood insurance terms..

Places to Go: Omarama
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of  reasons to stay for a few days.

AIRCARETM Audits by Navigatus Consulting
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2013, we explain AIRCARETM accreditation. 
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Jill McCaw profiles Bob Henderson who this 
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Merit for services to sporting aviation.
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Two new Tecnam P2008 LSAs have just been 
delivered to Waikato Aero Club.
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In the first of  a two part article, Frank Parker 
explains the basics of  the test flying process.

More Capability at Central Aero
Central Aero Engineering at Hamilton Airport 
have recently added Balloon inspection 
capabilities to the growing portfolio.

Frequently asked questions about Gliding 
The general public are often fascinated by 
glider displays at airshows. Jill McCaw answers 
some commonly asked questions.

2000 hours in an Autogyro - Part 2
We conclude recent immigrant Leo Levine’s 
story on his very full logbook of  gyro flying.

The KiwiFlyer Guide to Flight Training
Our annual Flight Training Supplement 
includes everything you need to know about 
flight training options in New Zealand.
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A short profile on Bill and Robyn Reid’s 
immaculate Avro Anson restoration.
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Croydon Aircraft Company purchases 
Micro Aviation

Mandeville 
based Croydon 
Aircraft Company 
has completed 
the purchase 
of  microlight 
manufacturer Micro 
Aviation of  Te 
Kowhai, Hamilton. 
All production jigs, 
components and 
spares stock have been moved to Mandeville, near Gore.

The key product in Micro Aviation’s stable is the B22 Bantam 
microlight. Founder of  Micro Aviation, Max Clear, died in late 2011 
and no further aircraft had been produced since that time. In the 
recent period up to Max’s death, Micro Aviation had developed a 
niche market where African government agencies purchased a large 
number of  aircraft for surveillance of  wildlife game reserves and 
national parks. Currently about 350 aircraft are in existence and 
Colin Smith of  Croydon Aviation identified the continued support 
and manufacturing potential of  the B22 Bantam series as a useful 
adjunct to his existing business of  restoring  pre-metal era classic 
and vintage aircraft. 

“The classic aircraft restoration business relies on a discretionary 
cash flow regime and the Micro Aviation line offered an 
opportunity to spread resources over a wider field. The primary 
objective of  the purchase was to provide service and support of  
the type to existing owners. The fact that the Bantam has a type 
certificate and requires maintenance is important, not only domestic 
owners but more so for offshore owners. We want to carry that 
service forward. There is still potential for export and the type has a 
number of  identified upgrades,” he told KiwiFlyer.

Croydon Aircraft has adopted an attitude of  maintaining 
existing suppliers where possible and Colin reports that although 
a significant amount of  spares were in stock, not enough was 
available to produce aircraft. The company is currently determining 
what is required to recommence production.

ATTTO Merger in Motion
Since March 2012, three industry training organisations, the 

Aviation, Tourism and Travel Training Organisation (ATTTO), 
Hospitality Standards Institute (HSI) and Retail Institute have been 
engaged in formal merger discussions. This has followed six years 
of  working closely together and collaboration on some key projects.

On 12 September, a Deed of  Merger was signed by the three 
ITOs, committing to form a new Industry Training Organisation 
named the Service Skills Institute.  

“We are very pleased that the Deed of  Merger is now signed, but 
it is still subject to certain conditions,” said Ken Harris, HSI Chief  
Executive, speaking on behalf  of  the three ITO Chairs.                                                     

Each ITO must obtain support for the merger from their 
respective industry training sectors as well as from the Tertiary 
Education Commission. Harris adds that “the merger is based 
on the shared view that it will enable the three ITOs to better 
protect and promote the interests of  our industries.” Assuming the 
necessary support is obtained, the planned commencement date 
for the new organisation is 1 January 2013, with a likely transition 
period of  several months as the three organisations complete the 
integration process. 

A line up of 48 Micro Aviation Bantams 
at a fly-in in South Africa.

Record number of aspiring pilots attend 
CTC Aviation open day

A record 162 people attended a recent CTC open day to learn 
more about what it takes to land a career as an airline pilot.

Ian Calvert, Managing Director says “It’s a great time for young 
people to be considering a career as an airline pilot. Globally, the 
demand for airline pilots continues to grow year on year and our 
graduates are helping fill that demand.”

Worldwide, CTC has distinguished itself  from other flight 
training organisations by its reputation for assisting its graduates to 
gain positions with airlines.  

“Attendees at the open day not only got the chance to meet 
with one of  our airline partners – Jetstar - but they also got the 
opportunity to hear about how CTC works with our graduates 
to help them find opportunities for employment in the industry,” 
explained Mr Calvert.

Two attendees won the chance test their flying skills in one of  
CTC’s flight simulators, while two others won a DA42 flight.

Hokitika Airport Expansion
Hokitika Airport Ltd. has applied to the West Coast Regional 

Council to extend is main runway a further 544m to cater for larger 
aircraft, including chartered flights direct from Australia.

The airport company is currently calling for design and costing 
options for an initial upgrade which will see the runway extended 
to 1856m to allow Bombardier Q400, Boeing 737 and Airbus 320 
aircraft to operate. Hokitika Airport is the only airport on the West 
Coast not on low lying ground that can be subjected to floods, or 
within the direct vicinity of  the sea. The runway extension would 
enable the airport to be used to its fullest capacity in the event of  a 
West Coast civil defence emergency or natural disaster.

First NZ Diplomas in Aviation awarded at 
Mainland Aviation College

Pictured at 
Dunedin Airport, 
three Mainland 
Aviation College 
flight instructors 
were the first in 
the country to be 
awarded the new 
NZ Diploma in 
Aviation. There 
are four new NZ 
Diplomas in Aviation 
on the New Zealand 
Qualifications Framework, these being General Aviation and 
Agricultural Pilot at Level 5 and Flight Instructor and ATPL at 
Level 6. These replace all the similar but different diplomas offered 
by several Polytechnics in the past. CEO of  Mainland Aviation 
College, Mark Paterson says that “Rather than offering all four 
diplomas, Mainland has rolled the important parts of  all four into 
one single comprehensive diploma. To qualify for the Mainland 
diploma, pilots must obtain a fixed wing Commercial Pilot Licence, 
a multi-engine instrument rating and a C-category instructor rating 
or passes in all the required Air Transport Pilot Licence exams, 
these being the most sought after qualifications for any pilot 
pursuing an airline career.” Mainland Aviation College has been 
based at Dunedin Airport since 1993 and has around 40 full time 
student pilots.

Airbox introduces New Zealand Airfield 
plates for Clarity, Foresight & RunwayHD

Airbox Aerospace Limited, the aviation navigation company, has 
added free downloadable geo-referenced airfield plates to its New 
Zealand aviation offering with immediate effect. 

The 122 plates cover main airfields and can be viewed on Airbox 
Clarity and Foresight devices and Airbox’s new flight-planning and 
navigation app, RunwayHD. Each plate has been carefully geo-
referenced and can be viewed overlaid on top of  an existing chart, 
allowing pilots to view their actual position on the airfield as they 
taxi about. 

“We’re continually 
improving our product 
offering for our 
regional customers.” 
Explained William 
Moore, Technical 
Director at Airbox, 
“One way we can 
achieve this is with the 
help of  our customer’s 
valuable feedback. 
Please feel free to 
contact us directly 
with ideas, requests 
or if  you can help 
with the provision of  
useful data that can be 
incorporated into our 
systems.”

The New Zealand 
Airfield plates can be downloaded for free from Airbox via Fastplan 
or RunwayHD. Existing users can email info@airboxaero.com to 
request a download authorisation.

For further information or if  you wish to help Airbox with the 
provision of  new and useful data that can be incorporated into its 
product range contact the company on info@airboxaero.com

Massey University School of Aviation staff to 
lead Royal Aeronautical Society

Two Massey University staff  members have taken up key roles at 
New Zealand’s leading professional body for the aviation industry.

Frank Sharp, the Manager of  Professional Programmes at the 
School of  Aviation, has been appointed President of  the Royal 
Aeronautical Society’s New Zealand division, while Dr Ritchie de 
Montalk, the School’s Aviation Safety Manager, is the Society’s new 
Secretary.

“I think our appointments reinforce the relationship between 
Massey and the Royal Aeronautical Society, which is a global and 
learned organisation. It allows us to build relationships within the 
industry and keep up with the latest aeronautical developments and 
research,” Mr Sharp said.

As well as enabling aeronautical engineers to attain registration 
and running the workshops and symposiums the society is known 
for, Mr Sharp hopes to get two particular projects underway during 
his two-year term as President. “The Society is in the early stages of  
developing a project that will see high school students build a light 
aircraft over a three-year period. This is something I would love to 
see happen as it is an excellent way of  engaging young people in the 
aviation industry,” he said. (see the Mercury Bay Area School effort 
in Issue 23 of  KiwiFlyer).

“The other project is the Society’s contribution to the Queen’s 
Jubilee celebrations. We will be launching a New Zealand Aviation 
Hall of  Fame to acknowledge outstanding individuals whose 
achievements and roles have contributed to the world-class 
reputation that New Zealand holds in aviation circles.”

School of  Aviation chief  executive Ashok Poduval congratulated 
both Mr Sharp and Dr de Montalk for their appointments. 

Don McCracken joins Oceania Group
Oceania / Aeromotive Group have taken on Don McCracken as 

General Manager as of  1st October. Don takes over the role from 
Gordon Luke. 

Directors Jonathan Bowen and Josh Camp say this will allow 
them to concentrate on international opportunities for the group 
while Don will steer the Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul 
business with Gordon’s support and that of  their divisional 
managers. 

They say the company has come through the last 5 years in very 
good shape and that it’s now time to look outwards and follow 
opportunities that have previously been on hold. Jonathan says “We 
welcome Don to the company and we expect his skill, knowledge 
and standing to be of  great benefit to both the company and 
customers alike.”

LanzaTech wins Richard Pearse award 
for Innovation and Excellence in Aviation

LanzaTech of  Auckland received the prestigious Richard Pearse 
award for ‘Innovation and Excellence in Aviation’, at the Aviation 
Industry Association Awards in Rotorua early in August.

The award, named in honour of  New Zealand’s pioneer aviator 
and inventor, Richard Pearse of  Waimate, recognises outstanding 
New Zealand innovation which assists the development of  the 
aerospace industry.

The LanzaTech Process can convert carbon monoxide 
containing gases produced by industries such as steel 
manufacturing, oil refining and chemical production, as well as 
gases generated by gasification of  forestry and agricultural residues, 
municipal waste, and coal into valuable fuel and chemical products. 
The robust process is flexible to the hydrogen content in the input 
gas and tolerant of  typical gas contaminants. LanzaTech is the first 
company to develop a bio-catalytic toolkit for a gas fermentation 
microbe.   

Advances achieved by the company will allow it to move beyond 
ethanol and 2,3BDO production to other fuels and chemicals (e.g. 
Butadiene) which serve as the building blocks for products such as 
diesel, jet fuel, olefins, and plastics.

Within New Zealand LanzaTech sees the potential to access 
gases from biomass and forestry at a level equivalent to meet 40% 
of  the country’s 2010 demand. Analysis show that at a 2:1 ratio of  
alcohol to jet, the cost of  jet fuel through this process would be 
cost competitive at a price of  $110 a barrel.

Airlines and other operators within the aviation sector will have 
access to an increased alternative aviation fuel pool through the 
application of  this technology, ensuring air travel remains affordable 
for consumers and more profitable for the aviation industry.

Irene King CEO of  the Aviation Industry Association said that 
“What really captured our imagination was the thought that the 
gases produced from making the steel used to create the wings of  
a plane could also be used to produce the fuel for the very same 
plane to fly.  This is the spirit of  innovation – the spirit the Richard 
Pearse trophy represents.”

Airbox RunwayHD on an iPad showing NZWN

L to R: CFI John Penno, Ops Manager and MEIR 
instructor Phil Kean, B-cat instructor Hamish 
Mosley and C-cat instructor Adam Windle. 



Building the Yak-3
One of  the most recent warbirds to arrive on the New Zealand scene is Graeme Frew’s immaculately rebuilt Yak-3. The project has been 8 years in the making and 
is now a frequent sight in our skies following its debut appearance at Warbirds Over Wanaka this year. The aircraft presents as ‘better than new’ and is a credit to 
Graeme and all those who have been involved in the project. Contributing to this feature article for KiwiFlyer are Graeme as the owner, Frank Parker as the test pilot, 
and Gavin Conroy as the photographer. Viewer discretion required: The Yak is now for sale and further reading may result in a desire to purchase it.

TO THIS DAY I can’t really say how I 
feel about the process of  building a world 
class WW II fighter like the Yak-3. Perhaps 
“It was the best of  times - it was the worst 
of  times” might be the most accurate 
description.

A rebuild of  this magnitude shouldn’t 
be taken lightly. There are an amazing 
number of  pitfalls, side tracks and 
unforeseen expenses involved and it is 
well documented how difficult it is to 
accurately estimate the man-hours required 
for a rebuild of  any aircraft, even after an 
engineering survey.

With all that in mind I still felt some 
satisfaction when the container arrived at 
Omaka in early November 2004 with my 
Yak project securely inside.

Mike Nicholls and a small team of  
volunteers set about the task of  returning 
this low time airframe back to the air. 
Unfortunately it soon became evident 
that the state of  the project had been 
considerably over represented by the 
previous owner. The completed wing that 
was supposedly “ready to fly” had major 

issues with panel damage and came with 
the optional extra of  a crack in the rear 
spar that had been painted over. The “skim 
coat of  bog” that had only been applied 
to smooth what was an otherwise typically 
rough Russian panel finish actually was 
20mm deep in places and there was another 
crack that had been welded and painted 
over in the wheel well. 

Thankfully none of  these problems 
were insurmountable for Mike and his 
indomitable crew and the wing has ended 
up looking better than new after much 
paint-stripping, bog removal, panel and 
spar replacement.

Jay McIntyre and his company JEM 
Aviation took over the project in late 2008 
after it became evident that if  I wanted 
a world class rebuild it was going to take 
much more time and effort than originally 
anticipated.

It was always my intent to install a 
second seat in the Yak. My thoughts were 
that it would make the Yak more saleable 
if  the owner was able to share with others 
the experience of  flying in one of  the 

Contributed by Graeme Frew, Frank Parker, and Gavin Conroy

KiwiFlyer Feature

KiwiFlyer is focused on the NZ aviation community and marketplace.  Phone Michael on 0800 535 937 to discuss how we can help your business. 76 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 24 www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

KiwiFlyer

best dogfighters of  the Second World 
War. To this end I was very fortunate 
to meet a structural engineer who was 
prepared to tackle the task of  designing a 
modification to the fuselage. Unfortunately 
the engineering drawings for the new 
build Yaks are long gone so it required a 
unique approach where we measured the 
fuselage tube dimensions and thickness 
and effectively reverse engineered the 
results into a rather expensive computer 
programme. The engineer was very 
impressed that the original design was so 
expertly executed with slide rule and pencil. 

After a number of  attempts we finally 
had a design that maximised the room 
available to the passenger while returning 
the structural rigidity to original. It is 
amazing that removing two diagonal tubes 
behind the pilot’s seat reduced the torsional 
strength of  the fuselage by 25%. I find it 
interesting that all the other two seat new 
build Yaks currently certified and flying 
round the world have only some extra 
gusseting in the rear cockpit to make up for 
the removal of  this important structure.

During the build I also took the 
decision to raise the windscreen 40 mm at 
the suggestion of  the original new build 
project engineer and test pilot. I figured if  
it was ever going to be done then this was 
the time. Obviously it meant extra time 
and further expense in that the original 
windscreen and canopy would no longer fit 
and along with a new sliding rear canopy 
would have to be scratch built. This was 
accomplished with great ingenuity by 
Daniel Frew who along with Dick Veale 
spent three years full time on the project.

With a project of  this magnitude 
there were always going to be hurdles 
to overcome and I wasn’t disappointed. 
Some of  the more interesting challenges 
in no particular order were centred around 
the need to rebuild or scratch build 
such things as the coolant radiator, cowl 
supports, pneumatic system, engine cowls, 
carburettor inlet system, wing root inlets, 
propellor spinner and many and various 
fairings. 

 The engine ended up being another 
drama in that it had been represented as 
being ready to turn the key on but in fact 
required a full overhaul. I figured it was the 
heart of  the project so why wonder every 
time you went flying if  it was going to keep 
going or not. Joe Yancey in California did a 
wonderful job on the overhaul and to date 
the engine has run beautifully. I think after 
25 flight hours it is just about run in now.

Chris O’Connor handled the wiring and 
electrical system and installed the radio and 
transponder in a new panel. Thankfully 
and unusually for this project much of  the 
original wiring could be re-used and small 
hiccups such as not being able to match 
the temperature probe to the coolant gauge 
were overcome with relative ease.

The engine arrived in early 2010 and 
Dick tackled the installation and plumbing 
of  the engine and its myriad of  systems 
while Daniel toiled away on the fuselage 

structure. The wing and gear had been 
completed to a high standard prior to 
this and included that revised pneumatic 
system. I had decided to carry on with the 
previous owner’s intent to install Cleveland 
brakes on Cessna 402 wheels and Daniel 
designed and built a new rudder pedal 
arrangement featuring toe brakes made 
from Nanchang rudder pedals at Jay’s 
suggestion. Despite some performance 
anxiety the brakes have worked out great. 
To quote someone who should know 
“They’d be good on the Focke Wulf, the 
P-40 could do with them and they wouldn’t 
hurt on the Harvard either!”

During this time Safe Air assembled the 
new old stock DC-3 prop for me and apart 
from clipping the blades it was one of  the 
pleasant surprises that was as advertised 
and came in on budget.

Despite all these travails, by March 
2012 we were ready to turn the key on 
what effectively is a brand new aeroplane. 
I couldn’t be happier with the standard 
of  the build and know that all the 
modifications I have had incorporated will 
make this a very useable high performance 
fighter. The Yak has given pretty much 
trouble free service to date and I think that 
is a testament to the fact that everything 
was done right the first time.

So what were the best and worst of  
times? I think the week where it was 
discovered there was some corrosion in 
the prop shaft, the new radio didn’t work 
and the second attempt at the rear canopy 
didn’t fit by 5mm would be a candidate 
for the worst of  times. Seeing the Yak fly 
for the first time after 8 years of  effort 
certainly rates as one of  the high points for 
me to date. 

The Yak is currently for sale so if  
anyone wants to own a V-12 fighter built to 
the highest standard then now is the time 
to get in touch on 021 141 0099 or 
email: frew-frontrow@xtra.co.nz

Graeme Frew

Captions:
1. Checking the back seat for ergonomics. 

The conversion was designed to 
maximise passenger room whilst 

maintaining original structural rigidity.   
2. Fuselage fit-out in progress.   

3. The fully overhauled engine going in.   
4. Logically grouped and elegant 

VFR instrumentation.    
5. Livery taking shape as the painting 

process nears an end.    
6. First engine run - if only the 

picture had a soundtrack. 

Graeme Frew at the controls with a lucky passenger in the back seat. In this case it’s nephew Daniel Frew (who spent 3 years working on 
the project as part of the team at JEM Aviation). The wonderful noise up front is courtesy of a 27 litre V-12.

Finite Element Analysis of the fuselage structure 
highlighted a weakness in other typical rear seat 
designs which was avoided in this conversion.

Gavin Conroy
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Flying the Yak-3: The Test Pilot
SOME seven years back I was asked to assist with test flying a new 
aircraft on the scene, a Yak-3. This particular aircraft had started 
life as a Yak-11 trainer, itself  a 1950’s development from the WW 
II Yak-3, (resourceful people these Soviets). The aircraft had been 
liberated from the Egyptian 
military, partially reworked in 
Russia and the UK and ended 
up at Pioneer Restorations as a 
project on behalf  of  Ray Hanna. 
The fuselage had been reworked 
to a single seat and an Allison 
engine replaced the original 800 
hp Russian radial.

As an almost first of  type the 
test flight approval required a full 
flight review and 10 hours flying. 
The first post rebuild flight was 
completed by John Lamont who 
declared all was okay and the 
keys then came my way to work 
through the test flight program 
and put some time on it.

The Yak is best described as Spartan. Gear and flaps, in Russian 
tradition, are pneumatic (apparently hydraulic fluid freezes on the 
steppes), ancillary controls such as cooler shutters are operated by 
cables and hand wheels reminiscent of  an airship or submarine. The 
cockpit is cozy - there is no doubt that you are part of  this aircraft 
and the ergonomics are reasonable. (It never stops amazing me how 
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the Harvard and P-40 have a cockpit flap and gear selector next to 
each other operating in the same sense. Obviously the engineers 
won that discussion).  

The test flying followed the normal progression, basic flight 
regime, stalling, advanced 
handling (wingovers, higher 
speeds, G stalls) on to aerobatics 
and high speed. From the first 
flights it was obvious that this 
aircraft was a performer. With 
the same power as the P-40 it 
is about 70% of  the weight and 
size and goes accordingly. It is a 
finely balanced aircraft, 1000 hp 
but no rudder trim, and it’s not 
needed. You don’t use any more 
rudder than a Cessna 180. In fact 
the aircraft hardly needs elevator 
trim - it is adjusted after gear up 
and again at gear down.

One aspect of  this aircraft 
was the ground support required. There is no onboard air pump so 
the pneumatics require charging each flight (air leaks didn’t help), 
and with no parking brake, chocks are required. I guess there were 
plenty of  Ivan or Ahmed conscripts to fulfill these chores in its 
military career.

While this aircraft flight program proceeded smoothly we did 
encounter problems such as pneumatics already mentioned, oil 

temperatures (it eventuated the oil cooler was not up to spec.) and 
that Achilles heel of  most Warbirds, comms !

Fast forward to 2012 and Graeme Frew asked if  I could test fly 
his Yak-3 project. This had been in progress for 8 years. In fact I 
had considered buying the project and Graeme beat me to it, then 
I almost became part of  it in 
the early years. To this day I’m 
not sure if  that was good or bad 
fortune.

I had the opportunity to 
review the aircraft at JEM 
Aviation Omaka over the 
preceding 12 months while 
working on another project. 
There was no doubt as to the 
workmanship and thoroughness 
of  the rebuild. 

So to the big day which 
had inevitable delays, much 
to Graeme’s chagrin. We start 
with a good brief  with the 
engineers (and owner in this 
case – who happens to be an engineer – a double whammy) 
cockpit familiarisation, work through checklists, start, taxi, run-up, 
shutdown. Then some more cockpit time, back to the checklists, 
review the emergency procedures, all good PPL flight preparation !

Time for flight. I start with a few medium speed taxi runs to 
check ground handling and braking. Note medium, no more than 
30-40 knots. Keith Skilling, one of  my mentors once told me “there 

are more prangs from high speed taxi checks than landings”. I don’t 
need to find out for myself  !

Time to go, line up, final checks, smoothly apply the power and 
we’re off. As stated above the Yak-3 has a brisk performance and in 
no time we are over the field at 1500 feet for a few orbits to check 

the basics. This is followed by 
an approach to the stall, check 
that speed, stall handling and 
recovery – all good. Next we’re 
off  to Woodbourne to make use 
of  their several thousand acres 
of  grass for a few circuits. First 
landing, bit of  a skip, or it may 
have been the ‘Woodbourne 
Bump’, then with a little 
confidence, back to Omaka. 
Apart from a few pneumatics 
issues, seems a trend here, it’s 
smiles all round and the pilot 
says, “not sure, the rudder trim 
may need a tweak, otherwise 
don’t change anything”. 

The next few flights follow the test flight schedule, expanding 
the envelope to full stalling regime and full aerobatics. This 
is a pilot’s aircraft - a delight to fly. The controls are light and 
responsive, and the performance is exciting. Maybe I should have 
been involved eight years ago?

Frank Parker                          e: Frankly@xtra.co.nz

Test piloting is a serious role, but there’s also some fun to be had. Test flying item number 37. Flies upside down. Check. 

Gavin Conroy Gavin Conroy

If your aircraft 
needs some care, we can 
help breathe new life into it.

www.pacificaerocoatings.com

Paint Stripping  l  Corrosion Removal
Paint Refinishing  l  Interior Refurbishment

Award Winning Fabric
Covering and Finish System

USA

We use and supply 
Superflite FAA approved 
Aircraft Paint Systems

for fabric, metal 
and composite aircraft.

All to a better than new standard that 
you will be proud of for years to come.

  l  Fabric, Metal and Composite
  l  Fixed Wing and Helicopters
  l  Tiger Moths to Corporate Jets

Classic Aircraft Specialists
All Fabric services and restoration work undertaken

Material suppliers for all fabric requirements
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Flying the Yak-3: The Owner
I CAN VIVIDLY remember watching 
Frank Parker putting the Yak-3 that Arthur 
Dovey now owns through its paces at 
Ardmore some seven years ago. What must 
it be like in that cockpit sitting behind that 
close cowled Allison? The Yak had that 
wonderful V12 growl, great looks and what 
seemed from the outside looking in, as 
performance to burn. 

I can now attest many years, dollars and 
hair follicles later that the Yak has all those 
things and more. I can’t give comparisons 
to other high performance Warbirds as 
the Yak is my first. I can however quote 
well regarded Reno Race pilot Bruce 
Lockwood who rates the Yak inferior only 
to the Bearcat and Mk XIV Spitfire for 
performance “and it’ll beat the Spit low 
down” he assured me.

One of  the requirements I wanted to 
meet with this restoration was to make the 
aircraft as useable as possible. By that I 
mean an aircraft that you can roll out of  the 
hangar on any given 8/8ths blue day and 
just go and fly without the need for support 
equipment, preening and mucking around.

I think Jay and the guys at JEM have 
done an amazing job in meeting this goal. 
The process in getting the Yak ready to fly 
is pretty much the same as with any other 
retractable gear and constant speed aircraft. 

Once the Yak is out of  the hangar a 
standard pre-flight familiar to all GA pilots 

will see you strapped into the front seat 
in no time. The instruments are logically 
grouped, easily read and strictly VFR. The 
only differences are the precaution of  
strapping into a parachute and the little 
nervous buzz you get from the anticipation 
of  lighting up that 27 litre V-12.

Starting the Allison is surprisingly 
straightforward but never fails to give me a 
sense of  satisfaction. A couple of  shooters 
of  avgas with the electric primer, mags on 
and throttle cracked, hold the inertial starter 
switch on for 15 seconds and then flick the 
starter engage switch up and it is job done 
- well don’t forget to take the mixture lever 
through to ‘Auto Rich’ when the engine 
fires. The engine is amazingly smooth 
considering all the bits flinging themselves 
around in there and especially considering 
that it is hard mounted to the airframe.

With the oil cooler closed and the 
coolant radiator door in ‘Auto’ things are 
soon up to temp and you are ready to 
taxi. An electric compressor keeps the 
pneumatics for gear and flap operations 
topped up.

Flying the Yak would have to be the 
most fun I’ve ever had in an aircraft. It 
is probably easier to land than a Harvard 
due to that lockable tail-wheel, a wide 
track undercarriage and pedal mounted 
Cleveland brakes. But it is in air that this 
aircraft makes a permanent mark on you. 

The controls are wonderfully harmonised 
and effective throughout the aircraft’s 
considerable range of  speed. The stall is 
pretty benign, though she will drop a wing 
on the unwary. The only vice is a well 
reported tendency to flick roll when loaded 
up at low speed but I am finding with more 
exposure I can sense the onset of  that 
foible.

It is in aerobatics that this aircraft 
excels. It has power to burn, it will roll 
with a Kittyhawk or FW-190, accelerate 
with the best and climb with an urgency 
to get home. Soviet Fighter Ace Alexander 
Pokryshkin’s mantra of  Airspeed-Altitude 
–Manoeuvre-Fire might well have been 
the design brief  for Yakovlev. French 
pilots flying in Russia rated it above all 
other fighters they operated and I figure 
with around 100 kills in their Yak 3s they 
probably knew what they were on about.

This is flying in its purest sense and it 
accentuates with positivity all the things 
that drew me to the obsession that is 
aviation over 30 years ago. But you know I 
am considerably biased in my view. There 
now exists the opportunity to own this 
wonderful aeroplane for yourself. If  you 
want to try it out, even if  just to make sure 
I’m not having you on, then give me a call 
sometime on 021 141 0099.

Graeme Frew
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Graeme and all those who contributed to the rebuild project over 8 years can be deservedly proud of their creation which looks, sounds, and flies magnificently.

Gavin Conroy

KiwiFlyer is a magazine for the New Zealand aviation industry and community written by enthusiasts, 
for enthusiasts. Subscriptions cost just $25 for 6 issues. 
Visit our website for secure credit card payment, or post a cheque to: 
Kiwi Flyer Ltd., PO Box 72-841, Papakura 2244. Thanks !
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz 

Subscribe to KiwiFlyer today for just $25 and don’t miss out on another issue !
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Flying the Yak-3: The Photographer
OVER THE past few years I have had the pleasure of  seeing a 
Yak-3 restored to flying condition at Omaka airfield.

On March 26, 2012 the aircraft flew for the first time in the 
capable hands of  Frank Parker. Graeme Frew was in the back of  
a Nanchang chase plane flown by Jay McIntyre of  JEM Aviation 
so they could keep an eye on things - and if  Frank had any issues 
they were not too far away should a visual inspection be required. 
Following that flight Frank said “It is perfect, don’t change a thing” 
which is huge credit to JEM Aviation and to Graeme. 

Before the second flight Graeme suggested I go and take some 
air to air photos of  the Yak-3 which was a great experience. When 
involved in flights alongside newly rebuilt aircraft I normally wait 
until test flying is almost complete before conducting a photo flight 
as sometimes bugs creep in during the initial test flying. But with 
this aeroplane, owner and pilot were happy, so off  we went. 

It was great for Jay to see this aircraft in flight as he flew the 
Nanchang camera ship. Jay looked over his shoulder as the Yak-3 
closed in and said “hell yeah would you look at that”. Further 
testing was carried out along with a couple of  minutes worth of  
photography, with the Yak performing flawlessly. At that time, the 
nose of  the aircraft had not been painted so the race was on to be 
ready in time for Warbirds Over Wanaka at Easter. Daniel Frew 
completed the paintwork, sometimes putting in 20 hours a day 
during the lead up to get everything completed in time.

More flights were conducted before Graeme finally flew it to 
Wanaka for the airshow. Whilst in Wanaka Frank conducted most 
of  the display flying with one or two exceptions. Graeme flew in 

the finale on the Sunday alongside the other talented pilots in WW2 
fighters. It was a dream come true and Graeme had a smile a mile 
wide following that flight! Graeme also flew the aeroplane during 
the air to air photo flight with an RNZAF Hercules on the practice 
day. He was the last aircraft to fly behind the Hercules and was 
initially held on the ground by air traffic control. 

I remember sitting on the Hercules ramp a little bit worried 
as we thought something had gone wrong. Graeme is a former 
RNZAF Hercules pilot so we waited (I owe you a beer for that 
Andrew) for a couple of  extra minutes until finally the Yak-3 
swooped into view and promptly formed up behind the Hercules. 
I could see someone looking over Graeme’s shoulder and assumed 
it was Frank but found out later that it was Daniel Frew, Graeme’s 
nephew who has spent thousands of  hours working on this 
aeroplane.

It was smiles all round following the debut at Wanaka, and 
the aircraft headed back to Omaka to be checked over following 
the show. A couple of  weeks later we flew with Graeme again, as 
while it was good to get some head-on shots from the Hercules we 
wanted other views as well.

The weather was not so great on the day but it did have a 
Russian look about it. This ‘average’ day showed we needed one 
more go at it, and this time with two people on board and on a 
sunny day. So we planned one more flight on May 5 but before that 
sortie the opportunity to go for a flight presented itself  - something 
I dearly wanted to do from the day I found out that this Yak-3 
would have a second seat fitted.

We fuelled the aircraft, donned the parachute and got strapped 
in. There is more than enough room in the back and boy is it 
comfortable. As well, the bubble canopy affords a great view. 

Graeme started the aircraft and sitting behind a big V12 engine 
as it kicks into life is an unforgettable experience - you just cannot 
beat that!!!

Take off  was very impressive, we roared off  down the runway 
and the tail rose very early and we were quickly airborne. We headed 
out to the Awatere valley at 1000 feet for some aerobatics, at which 
the Yak-3 excels. In no time at all we zipped up to 4000ft for some 
aileron rolls, wing overs, loops, four point rolls etc. The Yak-3 
performs well in every respect. It has a phenomenal climb rate, the 
roll rate is very impressive, and on the way back to Omaka at low 
level we were cruising at more than 200 knots. As per usual the 
20 minute flight was all over too quickly and before long we were 
down wind to land and the landing was perfect.

The Yak-3 exceeded my expectations by a long way. I knew it 
was a good fighter known for its beautiful handling qualities and all 
of  those reports were dead right.

Since May, Graeme has introduced several more people to the 
world of  Yak-3 flying. The aircraft is currently for sale and I along 
with many other aviation enthusiasts here do hope that it can stay 
in New Zealand. If  you’d like to own and fly one of  the best WWII 
fighters to be found anywhere on the planet then contact Graeme 
to try it out.

Gavin Conroy

Graeme’s Yak-3 made its debut appearance at Warbirds Over Wanaka this year, shown above forming up behind an RNZAF Hercules prior to the show.

Gavin Conroy
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celebrating 30 years of maintaining working helicopters

Phone Roger at HELISPECS
on 027 498 2812 to discuss

all your helicopter requirements
or email: heli.specs@hotmail.com

HELISPRAY  by  HELISPECS
the originator of the carbon fibre boom concept

R44 BAGGAGE PODS by HELISPECS
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l Light weight - each pod only 
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load per pod l Vented for 
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drain bung for cleaning l 
Simple 30 second installation 
or removal l Elegant design 
and excellent functionality

HELIPOWER  by  HELISPECS
Battery Installation for Bell 206, AS350, MD369C,D,E,F,530F,600N

l Maintenance free sealed lead acid batteries 
l Light weight - 15lb saving over conventional lead acid battery 

l 16 amp hours (typical NiCad is only 13 amp hours l Improved starting 
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fibre booms l Optional light 
weight carbon fibre tank 
l Single boom isolation option 
l Accurate, pressure operated 
contents gauge in pilot’s 
console l Dump doors open 
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for fire fighting and partial 
load dumps l Designed by 
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Honda l Low mass oscillation 
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corrosion l Fast and simple 
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for Robinson R44

l Eliminates twisting loads l Increased skid 
clearance  l Telescoping handle

R44 GROUND 
HANDLING WHEELS
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Developing Moving Map GPS Software
One of  the first ‘new’ companies to develop Air 
Navigation software for GA pilots using handheld 
GPS devices was Airbox Aerospace in the UK. 
Their products have been available for NZ pilots 
for about a year now and are continually being 
evolved, most recently to run on iPads. But what 
has the process involved in the years prior to us 
seeing the product? Airbox Director Tom Hedges 
explains the development history.

“ANYONE can make moving map 
software, it’s easy!” exclaimed an armchair 
programmer and pilot on one of  the flying 
forums a while back. 

I still cringe at the thought that people 
perhaps think developing a piece of  
software specifically for aviation and in 
which pilots trust, to a certain extent, 
their lives, is a simple matter that can be 
accomplished with relative ease. I think 
back to the early days of  many hours 
of  consultation with pilots from all 
backgrounds including rotary, fixed wing, 
and microlight, the heated arguments, 
scribbled diagrams, and endless lines of  
computer code that went on prior to 
officially launching our products. 

So what’s actually involved in creating 
aviation software? Well for a start our 
GPS software contains over 1 million 
lines of  code by Airbox’s in-house team 
of  programmers over a period of  around 
four years. Each day more code is added 
and existing lines are tweaked as we strive 
to make our software faster, more efficient 
and add new and exciting features.

The seeds of  the early Airbox operating 
system were planted in an office smaller 
than the one we have now and back then 
there were three of  us; William Moore, 
a pilot and engineer and co-founder of  
Airbox, Laurence Mitchell, a programmer 
fresh out of  University with the keenest 
mathematical brain, and myself, Tom 
Hedges, a non-pilot (!) but with a 
background in graphic design and video 
games; skills I’d later utilise to ensure 
our software makes for a seamless user 
experience.

Stage 1 - Planning
We start by creating a wish-list of  

functions that extended over several 
pages. William, the pilot, looked at what 
he would need to ensure an efficient flight 
planning experience, I looked at how 
we could minimise the time taken for a 
pilot to extract the information he or she 

requires and Laurence started planning 
the construction of  the back-end of  our 
software, the engine that would manage 
the various databases of  information and 
graphic files into a system that would run 
smoothly and without interruption.

Stage 2 - The Back End
The team have now clearly defined what 

it is we are trying to build, the functionality 
of  the unit (this will grow considerably 
over the next three years and beyond) 
and now I start concentrating on the look 
and feel of  the product. Around this time 
Apple launched the iPhone and by doing 
so raised the bar when it came to pilots’ 
expectations of  how navigation software 
should look, feel and perform. Prior to 
this Airbox could have launched a product 
range that would have been popular purely 
because it allowed pilots to navigate with 
a moving map, showing their position on 
screen and moving between pre-planned 
waypoints. Not so now as our customers 
expect a good looking interface, smooth 
map scrolling and a list of  functions as 
long as my arm. Our philosophy has always 
been one of  giving customers systems that 
really are incredibly simple to use whilst 
providing them with unrivalled customer 
support. In fact most of  the new features 
we introduce today are born from customer 
feedback. Criticism and opinions are 
something Airbox thrives on!

Stage 3 - Decisions
By now Laurence is a few months into 

the development of  the bare bones of  the 
software and I am busy designing each 
and every aspect of  what the customer 
sees when using our GPS devices right 
down to the buttons, sub-menus, virtual 
keyboards and airspace display panels. We 
constantly question what we do; Does 
yellow and white text work better on a 
black background or would black text on a 
white background be preferable? How will 
a user cope with entering a Nearest Airfield 
destination in turbulence? Can a pilot 
clearly see an airspace warning in bright 
sunlight and how many button presses does 
it take to quickly enter a new waypoint? Cue 
much heated discussion! 

Stage 4 - Securing Data and Charts
Well if  anyone can make a moving map 

GPS I can safely say that not everyone can 
secure the relevant charts with high levels 

of  data integrity. We start with negotiating 
with the CAA to use their charts. Many 
other data providers wouldn’t respond 
to our communications until our newly 
appointed Chairman, Dave Clark who 
founded GPS company, the Road Angel 
Group, took up the reigns and we have 
access to the charts and data we require 
within days. European charts and beyond 
would come later but by then we were 
adept at going through the process of  chart 
procurement! 

William secures a global terrain database 
that originates from NASA and global 
airfield databases soon follow. We have the 
data but now Laurence needs to integrate 
it into the program. The problem with 
vast amounts of  information is that it can 
quickly slow down a device. Laurence’s 
math skills soon became apparent as he 
developed complicated algorithms designed 
to speed up the way in which our devices 
extract the data they require.

Stage 5 - Early Testing
We’ve been playing with the software 

for some time now. It’s starting to shape 
up nicely however we’ve not embarked on 
any in-flight testing and up there is the only 
place we’re really going to find out if  our 
systems will be successful or not. An old 
friend and veteran pilot, Rob Lamplough 
offers constructive advice after we fly in 
his ex-British Army Gazelle helicopter. We 
send out test systems to our friends down 
at the British Army Air Corps who also 
respond with their feedback. Ruthless Army 
efficiency is invaluable to us; for example 
we added the screen de-clutter button 
which removes all onscreen information 
save the map and the aircraft icon showing 
the current position. After all sometimes 
“you just need to use your GPS for 
positional awareness whilst concentrating 
on what’s happening outside the cockpit”.  

Stage 6 - All Systems Go
We’re now well into the development 

phase and have recruited two further 
programmers, one of  whom is a keen pilot 
and has already developed a successful iPad 
mapping application. I am overseeing the 
implementation of  the graphics including 
all the menu designs and buttons complete 
with individually designed icons. The team 
now work all hours on speeding up the 
software and getting rid of  the inevitable 
bugs which periodically crop up. William 

+61 3 Aviation Business Profile

contributed by Tom Hedges
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Aviation Insurance Explanation of Terms
Insurance policies have a number of  terms and 
definitions that may not be fully understood by the 
average aircraft owner. Bill Beard from Avsure 
explains as follows:

Hull Insurance 
This is the main component of  an 

aircraft policy. The hull insurance is 
intended to provide payment towards the 
cost of  repairing or replacing an aircraft 
that has been damaged. Most policies 
protect the aircraft on an “all risk” basis, 
meaning that the aircraft is covered against 
any cause of  loss unless specifically 
excluded. Excluded items typically include 
things like mechanical breakdown, ordinary 
wear and tear and loss of  use. You can buy 
coverage while the aircraft is on the ground, 
taxiing and in flight.

Aircraft Liability Coverage 
This is the other major element of  an 

Aircraft Hull and Liability Policy. Liability 
coverage protects those who are covered by 
the policy against action brought by others 
who claim that they have suffered injury 
or that their property has been damaged 
in relation to the insured aircraft. In New 
Zealand personal injury and death claims 
fall under ACC legislation.

Named Insured 
This is the actual policyholder(s) 

specifically named on the policy. Named 
insureds are responsible for premium 
payment, and have the authority to cancel 
or make changes to a policy.

 
Additional Assureds 

Are persons or entities other than 
the policyholder, who are covered under 
the provisions of  the policy. Additional 
insureds are given the same protection 
under the policy that the policyholder 
is. It should be noted that the ‘limit of  
liability’ is the maximum that the insurance 
company will pay to settle a claim. In other 
words, say three entities are each ‘additional 
insureds’ on the policy in an action, the 
‘liability limit’ of  the policy will be split 
among the individuals.

Private, Pleasure and Business Uses
Private Pleasure and Business aircraft 

insurance is coverage for non-professional, 
non-commercial aircraft. In other words, 
general aviation aircraft, flown by the owner 

or authorised pilot, operated for pleasure or 
non-aviation business use but specifically 
not for hire, or rental or compensation. 
This means that you cannot make a charge 
for the use of  your airplane or helicopter.

Open Pilot Warranty 
A clause in the insurance policy that lays 

out the requirements for pilots who fly the 
aircraft other than those specifically named 
in the policy and is usually subject to the 
pilot meeting minimum qualifications and 
flying experience requirements.

Subrogation 
A legal doctrine under which your 

insurance company attempts, in your 
name, to recover money it has paid under 
your policy due to the fault or actions of  
a third party. In aviation insurance, the 
most common example of  this is physical 
damage to your aircraft caused by a third 
party, such as a maintenance provider.

Waiver of Subrogation 
A promise, in advance, by you and your 

insurer not to try to recover damages from 
a party who causes damage to your aircraft. 
Waivers of  this sort can be found in hangar 
agreements, and are sometimes requested 
by Instructors or Professional Pilots who 
will be providing you with pilot services.

To discuss this topic or any other 
questions relating to aviation insurance or 
to seek quotations, contact Bill Beard at 
Avsure on 0800 322 206.

Type:  Auster J5F   BRA
Location: Te Karaka    POB: 1
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  19 July 2012 
Report: Aircraft’s engine failed to respond 

when power was increased for a late 
go-around. A turn was made to attempt 
a landing in an adjacent paddock, but the 
aircraft stalled, landing in the top of  a tree.

Type:  Aerospatiale AS350BA   HKU
Location: Minaret Peak    POB: 0
Operation: Transport Pax Injuries: Nil 
Date:  9 August 2012 
Report: The pilot had vacated the 

idling helicopter and had spent 5 minutes 
unloading and setting up the pick-up 
point. The rotor blades were seen to begin 
oscillating, striking the tail boom and the 
ground beside the helicopter.

Type:  Team Hi-Max   JBM
Location: Motueka    POB: 1
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  5 August 2012 
Report: Aircraft had an engine failure 

on final and made a forced landing on a 
paddock clipping some trees on approach.

Type:  Piper PA-46-310P   MBU
Location: Pauanui Beach    POB: 2
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  12 August 2012 
Report: The nose gear collapsed on 

takeoff  as the aircraft travelled over an area 
of  soft ground.

Accident and Incident Reports
are provided courtesy of

Please note: These weekly accident reports are sourced from 
www.caa.govt.nz and contain information as reported to the CAA 
recently. As such, the accuracy of  the information supplied cannot 
be guaranteed. Refer to www.caa.govt.nz for other details which 
may be added as more information is received by the Authority.
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is given the monumental task of  taking each territory chart, 
converting the projection to a format that our software can utilise 
and then geo-referencing the chart so that it displays the users 
position accurately on it. He goes on to do the same with all the 
airfield diagrams and approach plates the company has amassed. 
There are hundreds and the task takes many, many hours. At this 
point in time the company is not generating any income and we 
have staff  wages to take care of. The will to succeed is what keeps 
everyone going. 

Stage 7 - Final Testing
We release a version of  the software to a small team of  pilots we 

call “friends of  Airbox”. They report back with their experiences 
and we go and make the relevant changes to the software. 

Whilst we are continually adapting, testing and improving our 
software (development never ends) there comes a point where we 
need to tie things down, approve a version of  the software fit for 
general release and get it out there for the GA community to use. 

William and I have, by now, forged a manufacturing relationship 
with two factories from where the hardware will be produced. 
Factors such as magnetic swing from magnets used on internal 
speakers have to be taken into consideration as this can cause 
problems if  devices are positioned close to an aircraft’s compass. 
Sunlight readability, and battery life also form important parts of  
the hardware development phase.

I go into graphic designer mode again and start creating 
packaging, adverts and promotional material for the launch whilst 
the team plough through the bug list and go over the airspace 
databases correcting inaccuracies and making last minute tweaks.

Stage 8 - The First Release
The first GPS units are ready for sale, the packaging has arrived, 

the instruction manuals have been designed and printed, adverts 
placed and we experience a buzz within the GA Community with 
pilots excitedly anticipating the arrival of  a new company with new 
products to the marketplace. 

Because Airbox is still a relatively small company without the 
huge marketing budgets of  the more established organisations we 
are still lending our hands to every aspect of  bringing a device to 
shop shelves. This involves discussions and demos with the aviation 
press, managing the aviation forums, producing a stand for the 
launch at Aero Expo in the UK and creating a website complete 
with webshop to take online orders. Neither of  the founders has 
had a day off  in months but we’re running on raw, nervous energy. 

Come the launch everything goes according to plan (at least that 
how it appears to all visitors to the stand). The first press reviews 
appear and all are complimentary and by day three of  the show 
we’ve sold out of  stock. 

This whole process took place over three years ago now and 
since then we’ve established a dealer network throughout Europe, 
South Africa and Australia and New Zealand. 

The software and hardware continues to develop and we have 
a range of  products to suit all types of  pilot with chart sets for 
many countries. We’ve developed a complementary PC desktop 
flight planner that pulls weather and NOTAM data from our 
servers direct to the end user and the company is looking at ever 
more exciting technology to make flying with an Airbox unit as 
pleasurable and useful as we possibly can; customer feedback 
forging our development schedule so that we always create products 
that pilots actually find useful. 

The future is looking good for GA navigation!

Avsure Insurance Feature

contributed by Bill Beard
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1. Synonymous with gliding, Omarama offers some of the best soaring in the world.   2. Follow the leader.   
3. Visitors from all aviation disciplines are welcome at the Kahu Cafe on the airfield.   4. Omarama Airfield.    
5. Take a flight into the mountains with Gavin Wills from Glide Omarama.    (All pictures by Gavin Wills)
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the airfield itself. Check out www.countrytimehotel.co.nz with 
rooms from just $85. Imagine waking up on a crisp morning, 
opening your curtains to the wide blue sky and your plane parked 
outside… a recipe for an early morning flight perhaps? It is actually 
one of  the most magical places to fly first thing with the soft pink 
and blue hues on the surrounding mountains.

The town itself  is small, quaint and rural, yet has an interesting 
array of  shops, 5 
restaurants, a local 
pub, a supermarket, 
two garages and a 
fine dining winery 
called Lady Bird 
Hill. The Totara 
Peak Gallery is a 
renowned old book 
store jam packed 
with collectibles. 
Nearby, the Clay 
Cliffs are a geological attraction which make for an interesting stop 
and if  you can borrow a vehicle a trip up the river to the Ahuriri 
Conservation Park is a stunner. If  you do go, take your fly fishing 
rod as the upper reaches contain old rainbow and brown trout.

But perhaps the most interesting part about Omarama, for us 
powered pilots, is the glider flying. About 10 years ago I began 
realising my dream to learn glider flying because as a powered pilot 
I had always wanted to understand more about the wind currents. 
What I did learn was that gliders are far more exhilarating than 
I could have possibly imagined and that flying a glider was not 

WHEN thinking of  Omarama, many of  us automatically think 
of  Gliding. Omarama after all has hosted several world gliding 
championships and is considered to offer the best mountain 
soaring in the world because of  the spectacular Southern Alps, the 
powerful weather 
conditions and the 
crystal clear air. 
Giant mountain lee 
waves are created 
by the North West 
winds and attract 
pilots from around 
the world to make 
flights over 30,000 
ft high and more 
than 2,000 km long. 
Omarama is also 
where each year 
around July, our 
biggest aviation 
group, AOPA, hold 
their annual winter 
fly-in. It attracts 
people from all over 
NZ with people 
this year mooting 
it as being the best 
fly-in they had ever 
attended.

So what 
makes Omarama 
so special? It is 
spectacular and 
it is in the middle 
of  everywhere! 
Surrounded by 
mountains and 
situated in a central 
area of  the South 
Island called the 
McKenzie basin, 
Omarama is a 
straight forward 
place to fly to. Just 
NE of  the Lindis 
Pass, pilots can stop 
and refresh themselves or just wait for a front to pass. The runways 
are grass, 09/27 and are roomy and relatively smooth with ample 
parking at the western end. Winter does have its attractions because 
the weather is often stable and there are likely to be fewer people 
flying to share airspace with.  

In the summer season there can be 50 or 60 gliders and several 
tow planes operating from the airfield. However they are well 
disciplined and it is easy to slip in and out. Powered aircraft are 
always welcomed. Within 5 nm of  Omarama, all traffic including 
gliders operate 119.10 while further afield the gliders are usually 
listening on their chat channel, 133.55. Check your NOTAMS for 

gliding competitions because at the end of  the day when the gliders 
race home, the airspace does get busy. On the ground there is a very 
spacious terminal and avgas is available from the Z pump. There is 
a small landing fee of  $7 to pay.

If  you live 
relatively close, then 
Omarama is a great 
day trip with just 
a short walk into 
town - a perfect 
excuse to take your 
partner or friend 
for a flight and a 
coffee. In summer 
there is the Kahu 
Café right on the 
field or the Winkley 
Rams Café is a 
short doddle down 
the main road. 
However if  you 
live further afield, 
I would definitely 
recommend to 
spend a weekend 
there. It is 
something that I 
have done many 
times, winter and 
summer and it is a 
very relaxing and 
friendly pace. 

A must do is 
a visit to the hot 
pools which are 
situated very close 
to the airport (www.
hottubsomarama.
co.nz). These 
outdoor wood 
fired tubs are 
unique because the 
water is changed 
and the cedar tub 
cleaned and re-filled 
between each use. 

This means no chemicals in the fresh pure mountain water. Here 
you can relax and unwind while enjoying the huge landscape the 
McKenzie country has to offer. Run by a local couple, who thought 
of  the concept and built the hot tubs, it is definitely worth a visit. 
Try a night time visit because the McKenzie night sky is reputed to 
be the very best star gazing in the world. I can confirm this because 
when I went there to watch Haley’s comet in the 1980s there were 
tourists from all over the world enjoying the night sky. 

If  you have decided to stay the night there is a variety of  
accommodation from the Top 10 holiday park just along the road 
to the Countrytime Hotel, which is my pick because it is right on 

restrictive in any way at all.
For power pilots, Gavin Wills and his team at Glide Omarama 

offer adventurous flights into the mountains in high performance 
two seat gliders with experienced instructors. This is from around 
October until end of  March due to needing thermals and wave 
to achieve long flights. In 2.5 hours when the conditions are right 
you can soar around Mt Cook or Mount Aspiring and return to 

Omarama all without 
the aid of  an engine. 
Or if  you want to 
hop in just for a 
taste, then try a half  
hour flight.

Glide Omarama 
also offer power 
pilots a 3 day 
mountain flying 
instructional package 
where one learns 

and experiences how the mountain winds really work. It’s a valuable 
add-on to a power pilot’s experience. From my own experience, 
all power pilots should try to understand the challenging sport 
and fun of  gliding. Check out www.glideomarama.com or contact 
Gavin Wills and his team on free phone 0508 58 55 88 for more 
information about what sort of  soaring you may like to try.

Do consider checking out Omarama next time you are planning 
a flying trip away. As one of  my pilot friends said the other day 
“Don’t leave town until you’ve seen the country”! and we have 
plenty of  great country with which to apply that adage to.

Places to Go: Omarama

The Omarama Wave.

ContaCt owen walker
Phone  09 295 1407     Fax  09 296 1728      Mobile  021 987 397
eMail:  owen.walker@aPaero.Co.nz

Gavin Wills1
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contributed by Kevin Oldham and Peter Wakefield

IT’S BEEN a year since the Aviation Industry Association 
re-launched its AIRCARE™ advanced accreditation programme, 
with Navigatus Consulting as independent auditors. In that time 33 
operators have been audited and accredited and there are a further 
19 in the process. So how has the programme developed and what 
has been learned? 

The main objective of  the AIRCARE™ programme is to 
help operators to improve safety, quality and environmental 
performance. Ultimately it’s the 
sustainability of  the industry at 
stake, as the public becomes less 
tolerant of  accidents, noise and 
incidents. In some countries whole 
segments of  the aviation industry 
have been decimated by regulatory 
controls imposed from the outside.  

There are four main streams to 
the AIRCARE™ programme:
1. Developing industry-led codes 

based on experience and best 
practice.

2. Providing resources to help operators meet the standards.
3. Providing independent assurance for individual operators who 

sign up to the programme.
4. Sound governance to ensure conformance and continuous 

improvement.
In the last year good progress has been made with parties such 

as the Department of  Conservation. The department will require 
AIRCARE™ compliance from 1 January for all operators who land 
in the DoC administered estate, or who supply services to DoC.   

Participants in the AIRCARE™ programme are not only getting 
greater access and improved safety, but are also reporting other 
benefits. Participants in a workshop held at the recent Aviation 
Industry conference in Rotorua identified tangible benefits that 
AIRCARE™ brings to operational standards. A significant 
number of  participants also commented on the greater level 
of  professionalism that AIRCARE™ drives and the resulting 
improvements to staff  relationships and retention.  

Over the same period substantial work has been going on to 
expand the AIRCARE™ programme into new sectors:
•  Tourism: Audits started in March 2012, and four operators 

have now been accredited with more in the pipeline.
•  Flight Training: A code of  practice drafted by Penny MacKay 

was adopted by the Flight Training Division and a checklist 
agreed in March 2012. The first audit has been completed and 
others are booked. 

•  Fire Fighting: A Fire Fighting Code of  
Practice and checklist was developed by John 
Sinclair in consultation with the industry and 
with the National Rural Fire Authority, and is 
now available for accreditation. 
Most of  the AIRCARE™ accredited 

operators were initially from the agricultural 
sector, but the uptake in the new sectors is strong 
(see separate list at right).  

AIRCARE™ is not only about recognising 

AIRCARETM audits by Navigatus Consulting
“I’m so glad to find that you’re an Educator...”

those who have achieved an advanced standard; it is also about 
helping others to achieve the same standards. As well as ongoing 
tweaks and improvements along the way, the programme has 
been formally reviewed each 6 months to identify where it can 
be improved. A specific focus has been to identify where most 
non-compliances occur, and to provide additional resources to 
help operators in those troublesome areas. This has led to changes 
to guidance materials and to the checklists, all of  which can be 

inspected and downloaded from 
www.aia.org.nz/AIRCARE/
AIRCARE+Resources.html.  
Resources on the AIRCARE™  
website are being extended and 
updated continuously and provide 
an excellent starting point for 
operators joining the programme.  

One area that trips up some 
operators is the noise abatement 
environmental standard. The Chief  
Pilot needs to have attended the 
AIA noise abatement course, and 

all pilots need to be trained either by AIA or by the Chief  Pilot. 
But this is not enough by itself: the organisation also needs to get 
AIRCARE™ accredited. Operators need to get onto this now to 
meet DOC’s 1st January 2013 deadline.

 The audits are not just about compliance; the auditors also share 
industry best practice during audits and in audit recommendations. 
This is a learning opportunity and the implementation of  any such 
recommendations by the operators is entirely voluntary.  

Safety Management Systems are sometimes not well understood 
but are destined to become an important part of  general aviation 
operations. It helps that the AIRCARE™ programme includes 
a basic SMS, but the Navigatus auditors are finding that the 
opportunity for operators to talk one-on-one with an experienced 
practitioner is helping to demystify SMS.  

“I’m so glad to find that you’re an educator, not a policeman” 
said an operator as Peter Wakefield, the Navigatus Audit Manager, 
left a recent audit. 

For more information 
To learn more about AIRCARE™ and becoming accredited, 

visit www.aia.org.nz or www.navigatusconsulting.com, 
contact Kevin Oldham at Navigatus Consulting on 021 225 5001 
or email: k.oldham@navigatusconsulting.com

Milford Sound.   Photo: Fly Fiordland Ltd - AIRCARETM accredited tourism operator.

The Aviation Industry Association congratulates the following 
AIRCARETM accredited organisations:      Marlborough Helicopters Ltd, Super Air Ltd, 
Amuri Helicopters Ltd, Heliventures NZ Ltd, Otago Airspread Ltd, Ellesmere Helicopters Ltd, Central South 
Island Helicopters, Airspread South Ltd, Helicopters Otago Ltd, Farmers Air Ltd, Heli South Ltd, Phoenix 
Aviation Ltd, Anderson Helicopters Ltd, Gisborne Helicopters Ltd, Beck Helicopters Ltd, Amalgamated 
Helicopters Ltd, Northland Helicopters Ltd, Helicopter Charter, Helicharter Nelson Ltd, Helicopter Services 
(BOP) Ltd, Rotor Work Ltd, High Country Helicopters Ltd, Helisika Agricultural Ltd, Over the Top Ltd, Southern 
Helicopters Ltd, Fly Fiordland Ltd, Nokomai Helicopters Ltd, Helicopters Hawkes Bay Ltd, Helicopters Otago 
Ltd, Northland Emergency Services Trust, Taranaki Rescue Helicopter Trust, Amalgamated Helicopters, Aerial 
Sowing Group, Airwork Flight Operations Ltd, Mount Hutt Helicopters Ltd, Lake Districts Air Rescue Trust.

Aviation Business Profile

IT’S a fact that aircraft leak fluids, invariably on the workshop or 
hangar floor. A key to effective clean-up is a surface from which to 
start. Bare concrete doesn’t cut it, either for cleaning purposes or  
when looking for that tiny dropped nut or other component that 
easily rolls away into the grime.

Industrial coating products supplied 
by Timaru based importer and distributor 
KemTek, are proving their worth not only 
on floor surfaces but also as a complete 
surface solution when applied to walls.

Maxicoat is a two-part water dispersed 
top coat which not only exhibits the 
physical and chemical strengths of  an 
epoxy but also provides the safety and 
convenience of  water as the solvent. It may 
be applied by brush, roller or spray without 
the need for any petrochemical additives. 
KemTek Technical Advisor Steve Timmings 
told KiwFlyer that correct preparation of  the surface is the key to 
getting a long life from the product. The proof  is that high-use 
industrial applications down since 2007 are not requiring recoats.

Steve notes; “As the product is water based it is easy and safe 
to use, there are no hidden costs since no expensive, dangerous 
or toxic solvents or thinners are required for clean up. As well as 
having a high rating in chemical resistance, Maxicoat also exhibits 
no hot tyre pickup which is an important factor for floor paints. 

Long Term Floor Protection with MaxiCoat
A range of  bright colours and pastel shades is available and being 
acrylic, the film produced is not prone to cracking, chipping or 
peeling. It provides good resistance to hydrostatic pressure.”

When applied to a new concrete floor it is essential to apply a pre 
acid etch coat during surface preparation, 
usually a 32 - 34% hydrochloric acid (spirit 
of  salts) solution. Other surfaces benefit 
from application of  KemTek’s Metalfix base 
coat prior to the Maxicoat finishing system. 
Two finishing coats are required, with one 
day between applications. 

Maxicoat is supplied as a two part 
product mixed in equal quantities. Part A is 
the resin plus base pigments and part B is 
the hardener. 

“It’s worthwhile prepping the floor well,” 
Steve reiterates. “Any evidence of  flaking 
of  the existing coat needs to be removed 

and where there is any ingrained fluid residue present, acid etching 
is imperative. Industrial and automotive use has proven the product 
and initial applications in the aviation sector are adding to that data 
pool” he said.

For more information 
Contact KemTek Technical Advisor Steve Timmings on 

03 688 2160, e: kemtek@ihug.co.nz or visit: www.kemtek.co.nz

A MaxiCoat floor in the Helicopters NZ hangar.
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Bob Henderson MNZM
New Zealand Order of Merit for Bob Henderson for Services to Sporting Aviation

BOB Henderson of  Auckland was made a 
Member of  the New Zealand Order of  Merit 
as part of  the Queen’s Birthday and Diamond 
Jubilee Honours this year, for Services to Sporting 
Aviation. We at KiwiFlyer congratulate Bob on 
his honour and in this article, take a look at the 
volunteer work that earned him the award and the 
various aviation roles Bob has held over his career.

BOB Henderson is involved in sports 
aviation at an international level. He is 
currently Chairman of  the newly created 
Fédération Aéronautique Internationale 
(FAI) Air Sports Marketing and Events 
(FAME) Board of  Directors. The aim of  
FAME is to promote Air Sports and create 
economic value for FAI and its events, by 
actively exploring the sports market and 
developing new and more attractive events. 

Until recently, Bob was President of  the 
International Gliding Commission (IGC), 
a role he had held since 2004. The IGC 
is the gliding arm of  the FAI. Eric Mozer 
who worked as his first Vice-President 
says, “Bob was a joy to work with. His 
organisational and communication skills, as 
well as his ability to lead the IGC Plenary 
session, were as good as any I have ever 
encountered. Bob brought long-range 
planning skills to the IGC that has served 
us very well. He kept the IGC Bureau 
members and chairman of  the various 
committees involved throughout the year.”

In spite of  his work for FAI, Bob 
Henderson is a full time B737-300 Training 
Captain for Air New Zealand. He has been 
with Air New Zealand since 1994 and has 

also instructed on the B737-200 Simulator, 
piloted the A320 and worked in Human 
Factors.

Bob started his flying career with 
RNZAF, joining the service in 1972 
and following a course of  university 
training did his Pilot training course 
on the Harvard and Devon in 1974. 
His Air Force career highlights make 
interesting reading. He was, among other 
roles, HS780 Andover Instructor and 
Instrument Rating Examiner, C421 Golden 
Eagle Instructor and Instrument Rating 
Examiner, Commanding Officer No. 104 
(VIP) Flight, Commanding Officer No. 40 
Squadron, C130 Instructor and Instrument 
Rating Examiner, and Senior New Zealand 
Military Officer, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Gulf  
War I. 

Air Commodore Steve Moore, RNZAF, 
and fellow MNZM, remains friends with 
Bob. “It is evident to everybody that had 
contact with Bob that he is passionate 
about flying,” he says. “His passion rubbed 
off  on those who flew with him, and even 
today those still in the Service remember 
him as somebody who they enjoyed flying 
with because of  his love of  flying and his 
relaxed manner on the flight deck - he was 
always one for a good joke.” 

“During his service and especially 
when in positions of  command, Bob was 
renowned for supporting his ‘troops’ and 
their families. As Commanding Officer 
of  No. 40 Squadron during a period of  
heightened activity and numerous short-
notice, overseas tasks of  indeterminable 
length, he put welfare amongst the top of  
his priorities. He set up support networks 
to ensure any issues with the families of  
deployed personnel were dealt with quickly 
and without fuss, thus ensuring low stress 
levels for all involved. Bob was also known 
as a tolerant commander. He believed in 
giving people another chance, as long as 
his loyalty was respected. All in all, his 
leadership style resulted in a squadron with 
high morale, and the fantastic results that 
No. 40 Squadron achieved during the time 
Bob was in command are a reflection of  
Bob’s leadership and commitment. Since 
leaving the RNZAF, Bob has remained 
a good friend of  the Service and No. 40 
Squadron in particular.”

For his exemplary service as the 
Detachment Commander, Bob was 

awarded an Air Force Cross, the citation 
for which highlighted his outstanding 
leadership abilities. Bob sought release 
from the RNZAF in March 1993 to pursue 
a career in civil aviation. He served his 
country and the RNZAF for over 21 years. 

Bob began working for Air New 
Zealand in 1994. He has an interest in 
Human Factors, successfully applying for 
a position in Air New Zealand as a Crew 
Resource Management (CRM) Instructor, 
subsequently re-titled as Human Factors 
Instructor. Bob became the Human Factors 
Manager for Air New Zealand, with 
responsibility for human factors training of  
all crew. Like the instructor position, this 
was a secondary responsibility while still 
operating as a line pilot.

Bob assisted brother-in-law and fellow 
Air New Zealand pilot Arthur Gatland with 
the development and delivery of  Air New 
Zealand’s Threat and Error Management 
Course, which has become a mainstay 
of  Air New Zealand’s operating risk 
assessment and briefings.

It was because of  family that Bob 
became interested in aviation, more 
correctly it was meeting his wife Eileen 
who came from a family of  mad keen 
glider pilots. Bob became a glider pilot and 
has been involved in the sport, as both a 
pilot competitor and as a volunteer ever 
since. Not only has Bob held executive 
positions for Gliding New Zealand, 
including President, he has also been 
Contest or Operational Director for the 
two international gliding contests held in 
New Zealand. He has worked in various 
capacities for the IGC since 1997. Bob 
was the Event Director of  the World Air 
Games held in Wanaka in December 2007.

TV producer and entrepreneur Peter 
Newport has been working closely with 
Bob Henderson since the Gliding Grand 
Prix in Omarama six years ago. He says, 
“Bob represents a very unique and special 
mix of  talents, in that he is both a very 
professional and prudent manager of  
complex, new aviation events – but he is 
also someone who is prepared to embrace 
and front up to the risks associated with 
experimental advances in staging such 
events.”

“Without people like Bob, there would 
be little, if  any, progress in the attempts to 
popularise gliding and other air sports. Bob 

is a bridge between the work of  people like 
me and the understandably conservative 
world of  the FAI. Ironically, the world of  
established sport and money is also highly 
conservative – those people hate to lose 
money – so without Bob, we’d never stand 
a chance of  staging safe, professional 
events that prove the viability of  new 
sports formats. Bob and I are working 
together on the upcoming NZ International 
Air Show, as well as on initiatives in the U.S. 
to bring air sports and air shows together. 
I know we will eventually succeed in these 
endeavours – and it will have been Bob 
who has been the vital catalyst between the 
worlds of  commercial entrepreneurship 
and professional aviation risk management. 
He has true, true courage – and works 
harder than any person I’ve ever met.”

Bob is an extraordinary man who has 
served not only his country, but sports 
aviation for many years. And yet, when 
asked for a comment on being awarded the 
MNZM he said, “Our sports are served 
by so many willing and capable volunteers 
and I am humbled by the award of  the 
MNZM for my small part in furthering the 
development of  air sports.”
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FOLLOWING a search to find a cost effective, state-of-the-art 
Flight Trainer, the Waikato Aero Club has purchased two Italian 
manufactured Tecnam Light Sport Aircraft.

Giovanni Nustrini, Managing Director of  Tecnam Australasia, 
presented Waikato Aero Club with 
Two Tecnam P2008s for acceptance 
trials earlier this month and ZK-WHZ 
and ZK-WIP have now joined the 
fleet. Giovanni is excited that a major 
flight-training organisation has chosen 
Tecnam and says that “Waikato Aero 
Club is a perfect customer for the 
P2008. The club’s mix of  recreational 
and full-time flying will continue to 
demonstrate the versatility of  the 
aircraft and its ease of  use. As well, 
the Club will benefit from the reduced 
operating costs associated with the 
Rotax engine and modern airframe.”

Club CEO Richard Small says 
“The new planes have a large 
number of  advantages over the more 
traditional aircraft. Manufactured 
from modern materials they are 
much more fuel efficient and much 
quieter. They also have full electronic 
flight display screens rather than the 
traditional knobs and dials seen on 
typical aircraft instrument panels and 
our pilots are thoroughly enjoying the 
upgrade.”

As well as recreational flight training and club trips, Waikato 
Aero Club runs a student loan-funded full time flight school for 
budding professional pilots. Mr. Small says “It is really important 
for our future airline pilots to train with the best technology 

Two New Generation Tecnam P2008s
delivered for Waikato Aero Club

available, and these aircraft fit the bill very nicely. Our full-time 
students will keep the aircraft busy during the week and our club 
members will enjoy some delightful weekend flying.”

Compared to traditional training aircraft, the Tecnams are 
considerably less costly to run, 
operate on around half  the fuel 
consumption, are less costly to 
maintain, are more environmentally 
friendly as they use unleaded car fuel, 
and have better flying performance. 
Club members will benefit from the 
significantly lower operating costs.

The Club has enjoyed working 
with Giovanni and Tecnam NZ, 
with Mr Small saying that “From 
the outset the communication has 
been excellent, the construction and 
shipping milestones have been met 
and to date the experiences have only 
been positive.”

For more information
Contact Roger at Waikato Aero 

Club on 07 843 5655, email: info@
flywaikato.co.nz or visit 
www.flywaikato.co.nz

Contact Giovanni at Tecnam NZ 
on 09 298 9144 or 021 832 626, 
email: info@tecnam.co.nz or visit 
www.tecnam.co.nz

Tecnam P2008 at a glance
l Carbon fibre fuselage / metal wing    l 98HP Rotax 912ULS2    
l Range 690NM    l Cruise Speed 112kts    
l Useful Load 215kgs    l Cabin Width 1.2 metres

Giovanni Nustrini of Tecnam NZ presents Waikato Aero Club 
CFI Roger Cruickshank with the keys and Logbooks for the Club’s 

two new Tecnam P2008 Light Sport Aircraft.

BEFORE delivery to Hamilton, Waikato 
Aero Club’s two new Tecnam P2008s received 
customised instrument panels to meet the Club’s 
specific requirements for their training role. South 
Pacific Avionics at Ardmore were entrusted with 
this work.

A PS Engineering intercom was installed, 
with intercom switch gear incorporated into the 
new control column grips also fitted at this time. 
Radios and transponders were installed with 
South Pacific Avionics manufactured racks and looms. A central 
panel split power switch enables the PIC EFIS panel to remain 
functional during start up. This unit is normally equipped with 
battery back-up in case of  alternator failure and using the panel 
during start up enables all engine functions to be monitored during 
the process. Another task was the re-arrangement of  cabin switch 
gear to the PIC panel below the EFIS display.

As well as in-cabin work the opportunity to 
change the tail fin beacon was taken. As standard, 
the aircraft had a white xenon tube unit which 
has been substituted with a light weight red LED 
unit. This gives an intense light for lower power 
consumption.

South Pacific Avionics are well versed in 
custom panel installations and upgrades, and both 
aircraft were in and out of  the workshop in just 
four days. Their capability extends far beyond 

instrumentation work, with auto-pilot installation for GA aircraft 
(including LSA) becoming more common as costs reduce and the 
sophistication of  this category of  aircraft grows. 

For more information contact Ross 
Osborne at South Pacific Avionics on 
09 198 1373, email: ross@avionics.co.nz 
or visit www.avionics.co.nz

Customised instrument panels by South Pacific Avionics SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION

SOUTH PACIFIC AVIONICS    |    Ph: 09 298 1373    |    sales@avionics.co.nz

www.avionics.co.nz

Avionics Package Deals

More Info., More Packages and Pricing on our Web Site.
Package prices include installation in a typical light GA aircraft.
Installation includes wiring and connectors but does not include
replacement circuit breakers or antenna systems.

DEAL 1: VFR Private Ops
Garmin Aera795 GPS
Icom ICA210 Comm
Garmin GTX327 Transponder
PS Engineering PM1000 ICS
Fully Installed and Certified
NZ$10,495 + GST

DEAL 2: VFR Air Transport
Garmin Aera500 GPS
Icom ICA210 Comm x 2
Garmin GTX327 Transponder
PS Eng PMA8000BT Audio/ICS
Fully Installed and Certified
NZ$13,250 + GST

Prices are subject to
exchange rate fluctuation

We offer services for:

Importing and Sourcing

Japanese logbook translation

Business Development Advice

Introduction and Liaison

Contact: Yasuo Ariyama    P: 021 297 7715   E: jnzac@hotmail.com

Angel Flight NZ needs ‘Angels in Cockpits’
Angel Flight NZ is now well under way having flown 1,406 nm to and from 
Auckland. Our total team of Pilots, Earth Angels and Mission Coordinators 
is now 59 persons. With 28 Pilots mainly in the North Island and as we are 
starting to receive enquiries from other parts of North Island and South 
Island we would like Pilots from Napier, New Plymouth, Paraparaumu, 
Palmerston North and the South Island to consider registering with us.
Pilots need to have 250 hours PIC, have current Pilot’s Licence, BFR and 
Medical and be willing to donate 5 – 10 hours of their time and their aircraft 
per year.

Pilots Wanted

Contact Lance Weller 
Phone: 09 434 3271 or 027 893 4587

Email: lance@angelflightnz.co.nz

“Flying an Angel 
Flight NZ mission 
and helping 
someone while 
you fly may be 
among the most 
satisfying flying 
you will do”

Products and Services
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Test Flying - An Introduction
Warbirds President, Air NZ B737 and A320 Captain, A-Cat Instructor, 
and pilot of  most things that fly, Frank Parker is frequently asked to test fly 
some of  New Zealand’s newly rebuilt and very exotic warbirds. It’s a tough 
job... etc. In part one of  two, Frank explains how this came to be and the basics 
of  what is involved.

AS AN adolescent my Dad ran a garage workshop, in short I 
grew up with grease under my fingernails and an interest in most 
things mechanical. My sixth form year was half  wasted on my 
‘bikie’ project, an Army Indian 
motorcycle in a Easyrider style.  

So when I qualified as an 
Iroquois pilot on No. 3 Squadron 
I was attracted to maintenance 
test flying and thus began a long 
association with this aspect of  
flying. 

On 3 Squadron a large 
proportion of  maintenance flying 
was rotor smoothing. Individual 
rotor blades have a softness or 
bendability and the rotor has to 
be tuned though pitch changes 
and trim tab adjustments to fly ‘in 
plane’. An out of  track blade is 
akin to an out of  balance wheel on 
a car, a bumpy ride. In the 1970s 
before electronic aids, balancing 
the main rotor system was an art-
form achieved with tracking poles, 
chinagraph pencils, stroboscopes 
and seat of  the pants. For the test 
pilot this equated to a lot of  five 
minute flights and plenty of  start-
up practice.

There was the occasional test 
flying excitement, a mismatched 
engine governor could cause 
an engine surge on full power 
(topping) checks which were 
completed at 8000 feet plus, a 
seemingly long way to fall! Or incorrect guide vane operation and 
a compressor stall which then required an inspection of  the entire 
drive train. In general however, predictability was the order of  the 
day.

As I became involved in the Warbirds scene, this experience 
was a foundation to assist in maintenance flying for these aircraft, 
initially Harvard flights post regular maintenance which later 
developed into heavy metal post rebuild flying.

The maintenance test pilot’s task is generally straight forward 
- take an aircraft from the engineer who has just given his utmost 
attention and check that all operates normally. In fact the aircraft is 
rarely more ‘serviceable’ than immediately after a rebuild or major 
maintenance check.

Successful test flying is a contract between engineer and pilot and 
the more complex the maintenance, the more complex the contract. 
I start the process with a general chat about what maintenance has 

been performed and a review of  the aircraft logbooks. I follow this 
up with a specific discussion as to the test flight format, specific 
checks and recording required. Naturally a close examination of  the 
aircraft follows before committing to flight.

The nature of  maintenance determines the depth of  test flying. 
An engine replacement will entail extensive ground runs followed 
by a flight check and maybe a few hours of  flight proving. An 
aircraft rebuild will require an approved programme of  flights over 
several hours, with progressive extension to the flight envelope.

In general the flight is a non 
event. As noted above the aircraft 
has just had the attention of  a team 
of  maintenance professionals and 
is in the best possible condition. 
Nonetheless the first take off  in 
a newly rebuilt aircraft is an edge 
of  the seat occasion, just in case! 
There is always a calming of  the 
pulse rate as you level out over the 
airfield, establish cruise and check 
the gauges. For major work that 
is often the first flight - over the 
airfield, cruise around for 10 or 15 
minutes, establish controllability, 
exercise the engine and propeller, 
then land.

Major rebuilds will generally 
require a specific test flight 
approval and have a flight 
requirement of  five to ten hours. 
Following the first couple of  flights 
which are taken easy, the pilot will 
progressively extend the flying to 
encompass the full flight regime of  
the aircraft. For a fighter type this 
will include a full stalling program; 
clean, approach configuration, 
power on, manoeuvre (at two or 
three ‘G’) and high speed dives, 
all looking for adverse handling 
characteristics of  the aircraft 

engine or propeller control. The fun part is aerobatics where I put 
the aircraft through all the classical manoeuvres.

Between all this we check out the avionics, such as these aircraft 
have, maybe a VHF comm and transponder. Nonetheless it’s 
surprising how a comm’s check of  five on the ground degenerates 
to a three - barely readable with background noise (that’s Allison or 
Merlin) once airborne.

All the while I am looking and listening for trends. Each flight 
requires recording of  stable engine parameters for comparison 
with previous flights. The senses are on high alert to new noises 
and vibrations, or anything else which may be an indication of  
something not quite right.

I guess at the end of  the day it’s just one of  those horrible jobs 
someone has to do!                           e: Frankly@xtra.co.nz

Part Two of  Frank’s Test Flying article ‘Putting it into practice’ will be in the 
next issue of  KiwiFlyer.

Frank was asked to test fly both of New Zealand’s Yak-3s, the first some 7 
years ago and again just recently (see separate article in this issue).

In the 1970s, tracking Iroquois rotor blades involved plenty of test flights 
and seat of the pants assessments.

OFFERING aircraft owners and operators 
a total service results in satisfaction not 
only for the aircraft owner but also brings 
benefits when dealing with regulatory 
issues and requirements. Paul Waterhouse, 
principal of  Hamilton based Central 
Aero Engineering says they frequently 
demonstrate the advantages that can accrue 
from one stop shop maintenance and 
advice. This includes both fixed and rotary 
wing, with a number of  the latter projects 
passing through the hangar recently. 
Central Aero assisted with the acquisition 
and local commissioning of  HAL, a Bell 
Jetranger III, from the US for Waikato 
based Heliworx who will be operating it 
primarily in an ag application role. As well, 
a re-commissioned Hughes 269A, HLQ 
has now departed to the South Island for 
private ops and HOW, a Mini500 has also 
recently been readied for private ops.

“We’ve steadily expanded our capability 
over the last nine months primarily through 
widening our general and recreational 
aviation activity” says Paul. With two 
LAMEs who have ARA capability, Central 
Aero has added hot air balloon inspection 
and system testing to its portfolio. Both 
Paul and Steve have become licensed 
balloon inspectors. Coverage is primarily 
through the central North Island and 
already an average of  one balloon a month 
has been passing through the workshop.

Glider maintenance is also occupying an 
increasing part of  the business, particularly 
avionics inspection and testing to satisfy 
the 24 month certification requirement 
for pitot/static systems and transponder 
function. A continued investment in tooling 
and equipment sees new portable test 
equipment to enable either workshop or 
on-site visits. And a recently acquired set of  

More Capability at Central Aero Engineering

BE PART OF THE ACTION!

Post to:  New Zealand Warbirds Association Limited. 
	 Ardmore	Airfield.	
 PDC 14
 Papakura 2244

Phone: (09) 298 9207
Email: NZWarbirds@paradise.net.nz

 www.nzwarbirds.org.nz

NEW ZEALAND WARBIRDS
Join New Zealand’s most colourful aviation fraternity
Membership includes free access to the Visitor Centre and weekly email ‘Ops Orders’ 
newsletter. Associate Membership $90. Full Membership $145.
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scales for weight and balance confirmation 
further adds capability.

Cessna SID Programme Support
Paul says there has also been an 

increasing demand for maintenance control 
and consultancy relating to forthcoming 
regulatory issues for GA aircraft 
owners; “The requirements outlined for 
compliance with the forthcoming Cessna 
Supplementary Inspection Documents 
(SIDs) are occupying many owners’ 
minds. A one-stop shop such as this that 
has a depth of  experience without high 
overheads offers the opportunity of  a 
total personal service at a realistic cost. 
The Cessna SIDs programme for 100 
series aircraft has a June 2014 compliance 
date and this is an extensive check and 
confirmation exercise. A number of  
customer aircraft are currently undergoing 
the process and it will be advantageous to 
book a slot now rather than later. As an 
incentive Central Aero can offer a ‘cash 
back’ credit if  work arising from the SIDs 
inspection is carried out by Central Aero. 
Having a 20 month envelope of  time 
before compliance is mandated can spread 
the cost of  the programme and enables 
a custom maintenance programme to be 
evolved for the owner. In fact, all aircraft 
owners should pay attention to what Cessna 
have done regarding corrosion issues.”

For more information
Central Aero Engineering welcomes 

enquiries from balloon, glider, and Cessna 
owners, as well as all those seeking one-
stop personal servicing for their aircraft. 
Contact Paul on 07 843 1200 or 
021 743 033, email: paul@centralaero.co.nz 
or visit www.centralaero.co.nz

Central Aero have recently added hot air balloon inspection 
and system testing to their maintenance portfolio.

Portable test equipment enables remote avionic inspection to 
be completed, popular with the gliding community.

JetRanger HAL, recently arrived in NZ and commissioned by 
Central Aero for Waikato based Heliworx.
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contributed by Frank Parker

NZ Warbirds Aviation Business Profile.

Chris Gee

John McCaw
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Answering some  silly  frequently asked 
questions about Gliding
“What happens when the wind stops?” 

Indeed this is one of  the most common 
questions I get asked about gliding, from 
people who can’t comprehend that aircraft 
can fly without an engine. Personally I 
can’t see what the wind has to do with the 
situation. I understand that the questioners 
think the wind needs to flow over the wings 
somehow to make it fly but the idea of  the 
wind suddenly stopping, and well... leaving 
a void of  air so the aircraft falls down? As 
Spock would say, it’s just not logical.

Most readers of  KiwiFlyer are pilots or 
involved in the aircraft industry so I know 
that everyone reading this understands how 
a wing works. Remember that whole; air is 
a fluid, thing and the pressure difference 
between the top of  the wing and the 
bottom caused by the air/fluid moving 
across it and causing lift? Same for gliders, 
Cessnas, Globemasters, helicopters, hang 
gliders, wingsuits (erk) and parachutes. The 
degree of  lift varies, the L/D is hugely 
variable, but the principle is the same. 
Those that don’t have an engine to provide 
forward propulsion use gravity to provide 
it. A glider is always descending through the 
air, therefore creating airflow over the wing 
and creating lift (and drag). 

So what does happen when the wind 
stops? Putting aside the whole bit about 
the wind actually just stopping; depending 
on which direction the glider is flying 
the groundspeed will either decrease or 
increase, but the airspeed will stay the same. 
In other words, the wind stopping has no 
real effect on a glider. It might upset the 
pilot, if  he’d been relying on ridge or wave 
lift but he’ll have time to adapt; the aircraft 
won’t suddenly plummet out of  the sky.

How long can you stay up there?
This one is not always a silly question, 

but sometimes it is. The answer is similar 
to, ‘How far can a glider fly?’ and ‘How 
long is a piece of  string?’ The answer, 
‘It depends,’ is not very helpful to the 
uninitiated, but it’s true. It depends on lift 
available, skill of  the pilot, availability of  a 
packed lunch, water supply, pee bags and 
the arrival of  ECT. 

Gliders rely on the energy in the 
atmosphere to keep them aloft. We use 
thermals – columns of  rising air created by 
the sun heating the ground and warming 

the air above it, ridge lift – wind blowing 
up and over a ridge and wave lift – up 
drafts downwind of  hills and mountains 
(fluid dynamics once again come into an 
understanding of  wave lift). It is possible 
to use all these lift sources in one flight and 
to fly, weather gods willing, from dawn to 
dusk without landing in between. Most of  
us don’t. Most are content to fly anything 
from five to five hundred kilometres in 
a day, just for fun. The FAI world free 
distance record, using up to three turn 
points, set in Argentina by German Klaus 
Ohlman stands at 3009km! The NZ three 
turn point record is 2500km, set by Terry 
Delore and John Kokshorn in December 
2009. Both of  those flights were flown 
primarily in wave lift. Terry and John’s flight 
saw them airborne for 15.5 hours.

In contrast, my last flight sometime 
in August was of  fifty minutes duration 
and covered a distance of  about 5 km as 
I played around in weak wave above the 
Springfield ridge. All in all, for a winter 
flight, that was a pretty good time and it 
was very enjoyable.

How do you land?
Actually, this is a good question. Power 

pilots are used to controlling their descent 
with the throttle. Gliders don’t have one. 
What we do have are very good spoilers/
dive brakes that disrupt the airflow over 
the wing. Many gliders have brakes that 

come out top and bottom. Some gliders 
have the option of  landing flaps. We don’t 
have the option to go around, so every 
landing must be precise and those brakes 
allow that to happen. Our circuit pattern is 
closer in than what you’re used to and we’re 
looking at our aiming point from an angle 
of  about 30°. Unless there is a lot of  lift 
in the circuit (and Murphy’s law says that 
when you’ve finally given up searching for 
lift and are coming home, you’ll find lift in 
the circuit), you wouldn’t usually open your 
brakes until you’re on final.

It takes practise, obviously, but gliders 
can land on a dime. That’s just as well 
because cross country flying often results 
in out-landings, often on unfamiliar 
farm strips or paddocks, and precision 
landing techniques are important. So is a 
functioning wheel brake.

How can I learn to glide / have 
adventures like this?

That’s not a silly question at all. Get 
in touch with your local gliding club. All 
clubs have two seater gliders and qualified 
instructors for training. The list of  clubs 
and their contact details are available at the 
Gliding NZ website www.gliding.co.nz

I’m Jill McCaw, editor and publisher of  
SoaringNZ, NZ’s magazine about all things 
gliding. Subscription details are also found on the 
GNZ website.

The glider display at Warbirds Over Wanaka this year attracted plenty of attention from spectators.

New Zealand Soaring

contributed by Jill McCaw

Contact:  Brett Sanders
Bus:   09 299 9442
Fax:    09 299 9458
Mobile:   021 748 984
Email:  brett@heliflitepacific.com
Web:  www.heliflitepacific.com
Address: 168 Kittyhawk Lane,
 Ardmore Airport, Auckland.

ROBINSON R66 TURBINE 
5 SOLD - LIMITED 2012 
SLOTS AVAILABLE

NEW, OVERHAULED, AND
PRE-OWNED R44S & R22S
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

NEW AND PRE-OWNED 
AGUSTAS AVAILABLE 
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Loan main and tail rotor transmissions 
available to keep your helicopter operational 
while we repair or overhaul your units for 
Hughes/MD 369 C,D&E models
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Autogyros KiwiFlyer

2000 hours in a Gyro

“IN ALL THE confusion of  the 
unexpected mist and cold conditions 
whilst communicating to ATC I followed 
a peninsula out to sea and then routed 
towards the airfield only to find myself  
7 miles out to cross the bay. I could have 
backtracked but just wanted to land and 
get warm as soon as possible so continued 
across the bay to an uneventful landing at 
Swakopmund Airfield.

We continued touring Namibia and 
enjoying the amazing landscapes and 
abilities of  the gyros. We flew around the 
huge Messum Crater where the beauty to 
tour and see from the air and to leave no 
vehicle tracks was awesome. Many ancient 
Welwitschia plants were also seen from 
the air. These plants are estimated to be 
between 1000 and 2000 years old and 
absorb water through their leaf  structures, 
harvesting moisture originating from the 
desert morning fogs.  

Routing back we landed at Uppington 
Airport which has a runway of  4900 meters 
(over sixteen thousand feet) in length! This 
airport was apparently an alternate option 

for the space shuttle.
As you can imagine, gyros are not 

particularly well known and more 
particularly in faraway areas these ‘flying 
devices’ attracted a lot of  attention 
wherever we landed. So all we had to do 
was orbit the town a few times and land at 
the airfield – sooner than later some local 
folk would arrive at the airfield and be 
happy to provide transport for us to collect 
much needed fuel.

Of  course, where we had planned to 
stay for a few days at various camps we 

had previously arranged that fuel would 
be available to us. These camps we visited 
were invariably like an oasis in the desert, a 
stark contrast to the hostile surroundings, 
with fairly luxurious accommodation, 
good food, ice cold beer and good wines. 
Swimming pools were also a welcome relief  
from the searing heat.

The longest distance we covered in one 
day was over 500 miles which was pretty 
tiring and with stops, took the whole day.

Another amazing area that we flew 
(partly) along which was a previously 
prohibited area for vehicles and aircraft 
for as far back as one can remember 
until recently, is the west coast called 
the Skeleton Coast. The Skeleton Coast 
is worth having a search with Google 
– it is fascinating and known to be one 
of  the most inhospitable and desolate 
environments on earth. In earlier days, 
alluvial diamonds would be found lying 
in the sand with relative ease. These were 
not simply there for anybody to help 
themselves. The area was fiercely protected 
by the De Beers – a South African diamond 
family. 

Other trips to game camps were equally 
exciting and enjoyable. One camp in 
particular had a large fenced off  area next 
to the runway that all aircraft used park in. 
The reason for this is that the Hyenas and 
lions would chew the tyres and parts of  any 
unattended aircraft. Another beautiful part 
of  South Africa is the far north towards 
Mussina where there is a lot of  game to be 
seen from the air as well as an abundance 
of  Baobab trees. These trees are actually 
giant succulents. 

In all the years we had two emergency 
landings but no damage or injuries. In both 
instances we repaired the faults, both of  
which were fuel related (not running out in 
case you are wondering). One of  them was 
in retrospect humorous, but not at the time. 

My friend reported a loss of  power and 
could not maintain height. We were over 
bush with no suitable landing area, but 

In the last issue, our gyro story told of  recent NZ immigrant Leo Levine’s flying adventures in Africa, 
where he has amassed some 2000 hours of  gyro time touring the country. We paused as a long flight over 
Namimbian desert sands met with the coast, the temperature dropped from 40 degrees to just 9, conditions 
were becoming seriously misty, and there was still half  an hour of  flying to get to the Swakopmund Airfield. 
Leo picks up the story…

fortunately there was a dam nearby and there had not been any rain 
recently so the dam edge was a fairly level spot to land. 

As we approached the water I spotted a number of  hippos in the 
water. I radioed this to him and he said that he had no choice as his 
motor had quit and he had to put down near the hippos. I orbited 
a few times and saw that the hippos were not vaguely interested in 
him or the gyro so I landed next to him.

We removed the blocked fuel filter and attached the fuel pipe 
directly to the fuel line running to the two pumps. The motor ran 
smoothly and all Magnis now have two fuel filters in case of  a 
blockage as per our experience. 

We were preparing to get back into our gyros to take off  again 
and were suddenly surprised by three army clad, rifle bearing 
rangers who instructed us to remain clear of  our gyros, which of  
course we duly did. They accused us of  poaching the animals in 
the national park and flying off  with them. Our explanation of  fuel 
starvation and that there was no place to load a whole animal in 
the gyros fell on deaf  ears and we were instructed to wait for their 
superiors to arrive while they wrote down every serial number that 
they could find on the gyros – from propeller hub serial numbers, 
registration markings to engine numbers. 

Fortunately, three senior rangers arrived and one of  them was 
a commercial pilot. Once we explained what had happened they 
assisted us on our way. The take-off  was rather daunting but all 
went well and we headed back to our base to fit a new fuel filter.”

Flying in New Zealand
Once settled in New Zealand, Leo had his gyro shipped from 

South Africa and set about getting all the legal requirements 
completed. In Leo’s words, “It was an absolute pleasure dealing 
with the NZ CAA (Tony Hansen), RAANZ (Stuart Parker) and 
Gordon Swan to get everything up to speed. I also had the pleasure 
of  staying with Garry Belton (Autogyro Association CFI) and his 
lovely wife Gaye in Marton and meeting with other gyro pilots that 
stayed over and visited during a wonderful gyro weekend. What a 
privilege to have met a bunch of  really fantastic guys.”

Leo has now flown some 50 hours in the gyro around Auckland 
and Northland areas. Fellow Parakai gyronaut Oskar Stielau has 
shown Leo around the harbour and 
Whenuapai transit lanes, across the city and 
out to Rangitoto, and around the Kaipara 
Harbour to Dargaville, where Leo has since 
returned several times for the famous Aero 
Club Saturday lunches.

Leo says that as soon as he gets some 
clear weather he will be off  to Whangarei, 
the Bay of  Islands, Kaitaia, Cape Reinga 
and all airfields in between. 

One of the game farm residents (no zoom used!)

Join the NZ Autogyro Association    -    www.autogyro.org.nz

He has been amazed by the increased performance of  his gyro 
operating in a cool climate at sea level, achieving solo climb rates 
of  1300 fpm and consuming much less fuel than at the hot and 
high altitudes of  South Africa. Leo says “At a 90mph solo cruise 
I’m using 27” MAP, compared to 30” in South Africa. At 23” I can 
amble around at 65mph just sipping fuel.”

Leo loves flying here and says he thinks the scenery is simply 
stunning. He is also enjoying the social side of  NZ aviation; “I look 
forward to many safe hours in the air in New Zealand and am keen 
to meet as many pilots around the North Island as possible. No 
doubt the guys in the South Island are great people also, but I’m 
not too sure about flying across Cook Strait yet!” 

KiwiFlyer warmly welcomes Leo to our gyro scene and wishes him thousands 
more great flying hours here in NZ.

Leo refuelling at a farm strip in South Africa on one of his many long distance cross country flights.

Leo’s current Magni gyro, now based at Parakai. Leo tracking down the coast, west of Parakai.

Part Two



Bill and Robyn Reid’s newly restored 1936 Avro Anson Mk1 photographed by Gavin Conroy KiwiFlyer   
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Air Hawke’s Bay’s (AHB) history in 
aviation education can be traced back 
more than 80 years. As the wholly-owned 
company of  Hawkes Bay & East Coast Aero 
Club, we specialise in providing full-time 
integrated pilot training for both domestic 
and international students. We were the first 
training provider to receive CAA Part 141 
certification, and our courses are accredited 
with NZQA. Additionally, we have been 
appointed by the Air NZ Aviation Institute 
as one of  its preferred five Flight Training 
Organisation partners to provide career 
training options for aspiring pilots. This 
partnership facilitates airline styled airline-
style selection criteria and training standards 
which will enhance student’s employability 
into Air NZ.

AHB delivers programmes registered 
under the NZ Diploma in Aviation which 
attracts funding through the student loan 
scheme. This new qualification has been 
developed in consultation with the Aviation 
Industry and offers specialised pathways to an 
Airline pilot career or other professional roles 
in aviation. Completing this qualification will 
also provide students with further pathway 
employment opportunities as a pilot in 
instruction, tourism operations, air charter, 
corporate aviation, national and international 
airlines, and other specialist aviation activities.

Start your aviation 
career with us

Steve and David started their career with Air Hawke’s Bay.

A Preferred Training Provider for the Air NZ Aviation Institute

Leading Features and Benefits of training with Air Hawke’s Bay
 l In the aviation education market for more than 80 years 
 l Training outcomes  that provide value for money
 l Full compliment of  qualified instructors with an instructor to student ratio of  1:3
 l Owner and Operator of  our own aerodrome with clear airspace, saving training costs
 l High student success rate, with graduates operating around the world
 l Tertiary approved Diploma course and specialised tailored courses
 l Conventional and Glass cockpit aircraft/simulator
 l Onsite accommodation
 l Varied weather patterns, landscape, and training scenarios

For more information
Our contact details are listed below. We look forward to meeting with you.

PO

50 years experience. Terrain from Mountain to Coast. 
In possibly the coolest town in NZ.

INSTRUCTION is at an enviable premium at Wanaka Flight 
Training, led by two pilots with a combined 50 years in aviation, 
along with the company’s 100 per cent safety record.

Owner and Chief  Flying Instructor Peter Hendriks’ reputation 
includes more than 9,000 hours and is matched by his A-Category 
Instructor rating and CAA Flight Examiner 
approval.

Former Wing Commander Andy Hailey is 
among the world’s elite flight trainers, having 
served as Chief  Flight Instructor at the RAF 
equivalent of  the US Navy’s ‘Top Gun’ fighter 
pilot school before moving on to fly Eurofighter 
Typhoons.

Both are driven by a passion for their 
profession and real pride in their students’ achievements.

Training takes place around one of  New Zealand’s most 
attractive flying arenas where stunning natural scenery not only 
offers fabulous outlooks on every flight but also a great variety of  
challenges within easy reach.

The Southern Alps dominate the skyline in a region 
internationally renowned for its mountain flying, while having 

the western edge of  the South Island a short hop away means 
students can learn the intricacies of  coastal conditions too.

Wanaka Flight Training aerobatic instruction brings yet another 
style into a full portfolio of  pilot skills on offer.

Add to that the chance to spend time among the buzz of  a 
lakeside town that blends the excitement of  
relaxed tourism and the laid-back atmosphere 
of  real New Zealand heartland life and the 
formula’s hard to beat.

Long sunshine hours and calm conditions 
have long made Wanaka a national aviation icon 
so there’s no shortage of  pilots and enthusiasts 
to share the experience with too.

There’s no shortage of  topics either, with the 
company’s hangar home to a range of  training aircraft including 
Piper, Cessna, Citabria and Tiger Moths.

Call 03 443 4043 or freephone  0508 4FLYING, 
email: train@learntoflynz.com for availability or visit 
www.learntoflynz.com to find out more about exceptional training 
in a huge variety of  terrain.       
                     Wanaka Flight Training... Experience from the ground up.

The KiwiFlyer Guide to Flight Training 
explains this as part of  an article to update 
readers on the variety of  changes made to 
pilot training in the last 12 months.

More than 1000 copies of  this issue 
of  the magazine are being sent to Careers 
Officers at every Secondary School in New 
Zealand and students interested in aviation 
will find plenty of  options to consider 
from the information within. Training is no 
longer limited to just practical and theory 
tuition either. Academic opportunities 
abound for University degrees in aviation 
disciplines that can extend all the way to 
Doctorate level research. 

There is also much included for existing 
pilots to consider in terms of  getting 
current for summer or refreshing and 
extending skills to a higher level. 

Even those who might not be 
immediately interested in training for 
themselves should find it interesting to 
look through this guide and observe the 
many and varied training approaches that 

are available. The range extends from small 
companies and personal one-on-one tuition 
through to large corporates with fleets of  
aircraft, an array of  lecture facilities and 
purpose built student accommodation, and 
everything in between. 

In most cases, participants in the guide 
provided their own material for publishing 
and often are speaking directly to 
prospective students. Several have taken the 
opportunity to tell of  student achievements 
that they are justifiably proud of.

Our industry is a close one and word 
of  mouth is a frequent and trusted form 
of  recommendation. Even if  additional or 
currency training is not immediately for 
you; if  someone asks for your advice on 
matters of  training, please refer them to 
this Guide and support those organisations 
who have made the effort to become 
involved with it. The Guide is also available 
for download from our website along with 
most other articles and back issues.

WELCOME to the KiwiFlyer Guide 
to Flight Training in New Zealand. This 
special annual supplement includes 
articles related to flight training as well 
as profiles and advice from a number of  
flight training providers from around the 
country. Participants in this Guide cover a 
very broad spectrum of  aviation in New 
Zealand and readers will find a wealth of  
opportunity for flight training whether it be 
a microlight certificate for Sunday flying, 
a PPL to take the family on holiday by 
helicopter, a taildragger or gyroplane rating, 
through to fully structured programmes 
designed to place the career pilot in 
immediate employment as soon as their 
qualifications are completed. 

There is now just one nationalised 
Diploma in Aviation available in New 
Zealand (previously there were 28). This 
has four strands, to be chosen depending 
on the career choice of  the student. Mark 
Woodhouse from Waypoints Aviation 
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l Instructor rating continued competence
l Part 115 / 135 / 125 VFR and IFR competency checks
l Private Pilot Licence issue
l Instrument rating continued competence
l Removal of limitations ILS, NDB, GPS issue
l Aerobatic rating issue and renewal

Flight Examiners available throughout NZ for:

King Air simulator available

Instructional techniques training courses

Contact:  Steve Kingsbury on 07 866 5623  
Email: steve.kingsbury@flighttestnz.co.nz

www.flighttestnz.co.nz

The way forward at Massey University School of Aviation
MASSEY University continues to refine and improve both 
equipment and training methodology in its drive to offer students 
the highest standard of  aviation education and training in NZ.

In November 2012 two new Frasca Mentor AATDs (Advanced 
Aviation Training Devices) will be installed at the Milson Flight 
System Centre. These will complement current Part Task Trainers 
and Simulators. The Mentor AATD (Advanced Aviation Training 
Device) is a Part Task Trainer specifically designed by Frasca 
International (USA) to allow for training in Massey’s Diamond DA 
40 in order to meet the changing needs of  flight schools worldwide. 

They support the new generation of  integrated avionics such as 
the Garmin G1000 which are installed in the School of  Aviation’s 
Diamond aircraft fleet. The Mentor is a compact, high quality 
simulator with features that include Jeppesen navigation data, full 
size flight controls including rudder pedals and brakes, Garmin 
G1000 instrumentation, Graphical Instructors Station (GISt), multi-
channel sound simulation and a TruVision visual system.

In addition, the School of  Aviation is currently developing new 
teaching and learning technology for future Bachelor of  Aviation – 
ATP students. Through a project called ‘Digital Future Flight’, the 
School of  Aviation is developing ‘Diamond Studies’. This is a fully 
interactive self-paced learning package accessible via any computer 
or handheld device with internet access and flash capabilities.

Instead of  fixed ‘in-class’ time, students will be enabled to 
manage their own academic studies by completing self-study 
whenever they are not required to fly. Students will be expected 
to be responsible, disciplined, and well organised in planning their 
self-study and practicum work to ensure they meet pre-determined 
academic and practicum deadlines. 

The lessons will be presented online in a linear fashion, much 
like reading an online book and will replace a significant number of  
class lectures. Students will receive learning modules in addition to 
traditional learning methodology (textbook, manual, or classroom-
based instruction), and content will be delivered in a way suited to 
all learning styles; from visual animations and spoken lectures, to 
interactive diagrams and 3D models. However the students are not 
abandoned to their own devices. They may: 
l Instigate online forums at any time to ask about aspects they 

don’t understand. 
l Assist each other online, with Paper Coordinator input. 
l The Paper Coordinator will hold tutorials called “D-Torials” at 

regular intervals during the course. 
l Module summary quizzes will be held regularly to test students’ 

knowledge and to highlight areas requiring improvement.

l Using the feedback from the module quizzes, in order to 
improve students’ understanding the Paper Coordinator may 
then further explain any complex concepts and principles 
requiring extra attention. 

Numerous benefits offered
The benefits from this interactive learning style compared to 

traditional teaching methodology are numerous. Students can:
l Learn at their own pace. 
l Watch animations making it easier to understand complex 

concepts and principles.
l Interact with complex models, charts and diagrams to improve 

understanding.
l Retake the lesson if  any concept is not fully understood.
l Utilise module summary quizzes to test knowledge and identify 

areas for improvement.
l Revise for examinations by accessing notes provided for study.
l Finally and most importantly, students will be more readily 

available on favourable flying weather days whilst using the ‘bad 
weather’ days to undertake academic and ground work. This will 
enable all students to use their time to the maximum capacity, 
regardless of  weather.

For more information
Contact Anke Smith at Massey University to find out more about  

this or any other aspect of  the extensive aviation training that is 
offered by the School of  Aviation. (Details at left.)

New Simulators have just been installed at the Milson Flight System Centre.
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PILOT TRAINING in New Zealand is changing. While this is not 
unique in our history, the rate of  change arguably is. How so? Are 
the changes good for pilot training or not so good? Well it depends 
on your perspective and the approach you take to the challenges of  
becoming a pilot.

While the changes affect both fixed wing and helicopter pilot 
training, they do so in slightly different ways. This article is mainly 
about fixed wing pilot training.

There have always been significant challenges, not the least 
of  which are the costs, the training intensity, the experience 
requirements and the rigour of  the ground and flight testing 
required to gain each level of  pilot licence. But the rewards for 
achieving your dream of  attaining a professional pilot licence are 
growing, as demand for qualified and experienced pilots steadily 
increases.

So what are some of  these changes?

New Zealand Diploma in Aviation
Previously there have been about 28 different aviation diplomas 

offered by various tertiary institutions around New Zealand, all 
with slightly different requirements. These are being phased out 
and from now on there is only one diploma programme available to 
student pilots enrolled and funded through the Tertiary Education 
Commission (TEC). This is the New Zealand Diploma in Aviation.

The NZ Diploma in Aviation has four strands; General Aviation, 
Flight Instructor, Agricultural, and Airline Preparation.

In Aviation the Only Constant is Change

“TRAINING BEYOND THE STANDARD”

Professional aeroplane and helicopter pilot training
Nelson Aviation College offers the New Zealand Diploma in Aviation.

Consistently high pass rates of above 90% and a maximum instructor to student ratio of 1:4 
ensures safe, quality instruction throughout each phase of your training.

The Nelson region has some of the highest sunshine hours in New Zealand each year.

Applications for 2013 intakes open 1 October.  Student loan funding may be available.
T: +64 3 528 8382       E: enquiries@nelson-aviation.co.nz       W: www.nelson-aviation.co.nz

All student pilots will complete a normal PPL and CPL in 
accordance with the current New Zealand Civil Aviation Authority 
(NZCAA) syllabus requirements. After that, the New Zealand 
Diploma in Aviation course completion requirements will depend 
on the strand chosen. For the Airline Preparation Strand, student 
pilots will follow their CPL with a multi-engine instrument rating 
(MEIR), an ATPL ground course and training to prepare them 
for airline multi-crew flying operations, such as Air New Zealand’s 
Airline Integration Course (AIC).

The Air New Zealand Aviation Institute’s FTO Partnership
In the last year or so Air New Zealand’s Aviation Institute 

has formed a partnership with a number of  Flight Training 
Organisations (FTOs). Five in fact. They are:
l  Air Hawke’s Bay (Hastings)
l  International Aviation Academy of  NZ (Christchurch)
l  Massey University School of  Aviation (Palmerston North)
l  Nelson Aviation College (Motueka)
l  Southern Wings (Invercargill)
Student pilots who are enrolled with one of  the Air New 

Zealand FTO Partners will complete programmes for either the 
New Zealand Diploma in Aviation (Airline Preparation Strand) or 
the Bachelor of  Aviation Degree (Air Transport Pilot).

Despite materially increasing your chances, Air New Zealand 

currently makes no guarantee of  a pilot position to students who 
complete their training with an FTO Partner. They have a systematic 
and formalised recruitment process which includes many factors. 
However in the process of  establishing their FTO Partnerships, Air 
New Zealand have made it clear that they prefer pilot applicants to 
have attended formal ground training for their ATPL subjects and 
that they highly value a good training record. The following sub 
section is an extract from a series of  articles written for Pacific Wings 
Magazine by Christine Ody. Christine is currently a First Officer 
in Air New Zealand’s Boeing 737 fleet and is the airline’s Aviation 
Institute Project Pilot.

Importance of a good training record   (courtesy Christine Ody)
Pilots invited to attend an Air New Zealand Group interview may 

be required to bring their official exam and flight test pass/fail record 
from Aviation Services Limited (ASL - the body contracted to run all 
of  the regulatory exams and flight tests), especially if  they do not hold 
University Entrance level qualifications. This ASL record shows every 
attempt at an exam or flight test that the pilot has ever made - so any 
failures will be very visible.

While the NZCAA licensing system accepts an infinite number 
of  attempts at any exam or flight test (with only small restrictions 
placed on the frequency of  those attempts), employers tend not to be 
so forgiving. A record that shows multiple failures tells an employer 
one of  two things about the applicant: that they lacked either the 
motivation or the ability to pass the first time. Neither scenario is 
desirable in an environment where every moment a pilot spends in 
training is a cost to the airline.

If  you are serious about a career as an airline pilot, 100% effort 
from day one of  your flight training is an absolute must.

ATPL Ground Courses
Student pilots enrolled on the Air New Zealand FTO Partner 

programme need to have completed an ATPL course before 
commencing the Air New Zealand Airline Integration Course (AIC). 
Nelson Aviation College, in conjunction with Waypoints Aviation and 
Dragonflight Aviation, are offering their Full ATPL Block Course at 
Motueka three times per year from 2013. Details of  these courses can 
be found at www.nelson-aviation.co.nz and at www.waypoints.co.nz .

The overall pass rate for their Full ATPL Block Course delivered 
in mid 2012 was 92%, with an average pass mark of  83%. This was 
the result for the first sitting for all of  those students who sat on the 
scheduled exam dates as part of  the course.

The Changing Availability of Student Loan Funding 
The government, through the Tertiary Education Commission 

(TEC), has capped the number of  Equivalent Full Time Students 
(EFTS) funded for pilot training at 450 EFTS from 2012, down from 
600 EFTS per year previously. The TEC are also funding fewer FTOs 
than in previous years. A final decision on exactly which FTOs will 
receive student loan funding in 2013 and beyond, and the number of  
EFTS each FTO receives has not yet been made.

The Cost and Funding of Pilot Training
The costs of  pilot training are high and increasing. Anyone with a 

car knows that the cost of  fuel, while fluctuating, is trending upwards. 
Pilot training is inevitably going to feel these fuel cost increases. The 
NZCAA have recently announced the results of  their funding review, 
and it will come as no surprise that fees for their services have risen, 
in many cases significantly. Much of  this increase will need to be 
passed on.

Contributed by Mark Woodhouse
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MAINLAND Aviation College is a professional 
pilot training school based at Dunedin 
International Airport. It is fully approved to 
deliver the recently introduced New Zealand 
Diploma in Aviation (Aeroplane) qualification 
and was the first flight training school to award 
this new diploma earlier this year.

Students who complete the Mainland diploma 
course graduate with a Private Pilot’s Licence, a 
Commercial Pilot’s Licence, a multi engine instrument rating and 
an Instructor’s rating. Air Transport Pilot Licence exams are an 
additional option. 

Mainland has a fleet of  ten training aircraft including two tail 
wheel aircraft which are used to increase flying skills in general and 
also to provide industry specific training to students wanting to 
pursue careers in general aviation.

Dunedin International Airport provides a great learning 
environment for students. The close location to the Lakes District 
enables students to become competent in flying over mountainous 
terrain and in varying weather conditions. With two of  the most 
experienced instructors in the country, Mainland has a very high 

pass rate and a high percentage of  former 
students are now flying for international airlines, 
domestic airlines and third level operators. Our 
relatively small numbers of  students (20 domestic 
and 20 international) allow us to focus on quality 
and on each student individually and our graduates 
have a high job placement rate.

Mainland Aviation College is the training side 
of  Mainland Air Services 2010 Ltd. which also 

operates a busy charter business with three twin engine aircraft. 
Students who show ability and focus are normally taken on as 
instructors and then worked into the charter side, gaining invaluable 
twin engine charter time, a critical hour building experience which is 
highly valued by airline and general aviation employers.

Whether you want to be an airline pilot or pursue a career in 
general aviation, Mainland can deliver the training you require. All 
prospective students are encouraged to visit our facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/#!/mainlandair or our website 
www.mainlandair.com. 

To talk to us now at Mainland Aviation College,  
phone 0800 284 284 or email: info@mainlandair.com

While student loan funding is available for pilot training, it is 
limited. The government has now capped student loan funding for 
pilot training at $35,000 per EFTS. This means that student loan 
funding will not cover the full cost of  your training and you will 
have to fund a proportion yourself. The exact amount varies but 
can range from $15000 to upwards of  $40000. For example, the 
New Zealand Diploma in Aviation, including the Air NZ AIC has 
a minimum cost of  about $110,000 and is about 2.4 EFTS, so only 
attracts roughly $84,000 of  student loan funding.

Student loan funding is not the only source of  funding for your 
training. For years, before student loan funding was available at all, 
student pilots worked at all sorts of  trades and jobs to save and 
pay for their own training. Many have argued that such effort led 
to a better pilot outcome. I suspect there are good and not so good 
outcomes from whatever way training is funded.

The Rewards
While all of  this may seem daunting and economically 

unobtainable, the rewards are real. Most pilots are in the career 
because they are passionate about flying and consequently love their 
chosen profession.

Also, the airlines are hiring - now! The long-talked-about boom 
in demand for airline pilots is here.  Air New Zealand is steadily 
hiring into their regional fleets and has been for some time. The 
airline also recently announced plans to hire up to 22 new pilots 
into their jet fleets in the first six months of  2013, and I expect they 
will hire many more beyond.

Other international airlines are also hiring the best available 
Kiwi pilots, with quite a number going to Cathay Pacific’s cadet 
programme in the last year or so. The reputation of  New Zealand-
trained pilots is strong.

Yes, the investment you are expected to make in your training 
is huge. But now that the airline industry is hiring pilots, and this 
demand is expected to intensify, the return on your investment, if  
you perform well, should be achieved much more quickly than in 
the past and should be well worth the investment.

If  you are interested in a career as an airline pilot — or if  you are 
part way through your pilot training and aspire to join an airline - in 
Christine’s words “100% effort from day one of  your flight training 
is an absolute must.”

Work hard, and remember, nothing worth having comes easily.

Mark Woodhouse
Waypoints Aviation Ltd. and Air NZ Boeing 777 Second Officer

Licences and Ground Courses:  PPL and CPL 
Instrument Ratings:  Single and Multi       

Instructor Ratings:  C & B      
Night Ratings   -   Tail Dragger Ratings

Aerobatics Ratings   -   Formation Flying

Professional Flight and Ground Training Available

500 Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airfield   Ph 09 2998590   Fax 09 2998592
Email: flightdesk@aac.org.nz   Web: www.aac.org.nz

Flight Training Manawatu is a leading New Zealand Flight 
Training School with more than 20 years experience in producing 
highly skilled aviators.  We offer a friendly, professional 
environment for both New Zealand and International students. 

Located at Feilding Aerodrome, just 10 minutes from Palmerston 
North, the flying school is in close proximity to a variety of  
navigation aids as well as having airspace around the airfield that 
is very conducive to efficient ab-initio flight training.  The flying 
school currently operates 6 Cessna 152s and 3 Cessna 172s which 
provides students with the opportunity to learn to train in a 
variety of  aircraft.

We offer small class sizes with an Instructor Student Ratio of  1:3. 
This ensures our students receive individual attention from our 
instructors, excellent preparation for examinations and maximises 
time spent in the air.

Flight Training Manawatu offers the NZ Diploma in Aviation 
Level 5 General Aviation  Strand and Level 6 Flight Instruction 
Strand, both of  which are NZQA approved.  

Pilots wishing to gain more experience or qualifications can 
undertake further training to gain a night rating, a C Cat 
Instructor rating and a multi engine rating in the school’s 
Partenavia P68B, a 140knot, GPS approved, cabin class aircraft.  
Students flying the Partenavia or the C172 for instrument training 
can fly to Wanganui for NDB work, to Ohakea for ILS, and to 
Palmerston North for VOR training.  All are within a few minutes 
flying time of  Feilding Aerodrome.

In addition, Flight Training Manawatu operates the only Beech 
King Air C90 in New Zealand that is dedicated to advanced multi 
engine turbine training.

Early commercial experience is a benefit to students wishing to 
have a successful career in aviation.  Flight Training Manawatu 
is able to offer such valuable experience to pilots via their 
association with Air Manawatu.  This co-operation allows for 
students to gain experience in aerial photography, gas pipeline 
inspections and forestry surveys.  Pilots also have the opportunity 
to move into charter work.

For a successful career in aviation visit the Flight Training 
Manawatu website to download a prospectus, or contact us on 
06 323 3641 or email: info@flightmanawatu.co.nz.  
We welcome your enquiry.

www.flightmanawatu.co.nz
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Being the largest flying school in the Auckland region, our fleet currently includes 17 
single engine Cessna 172Rs and 3 multi engine Beechcraft  Duchess BE76,  giving students 
plenty of  opportunity to further their training.

Towards the end of  the students’ training, they will engage on both single and multi 
engine simulators. Ardmore Flying School utilises two simulators to enhance the training 
experience. It creates a controlled environment for instructors to teach in all weather 
conditions. They also have the advantage of  being able to freeze the simulator to allow 
students to assess the situation and prepare for the next part of  the lesson.

Future Employment Opportunities
With numerous graduates now working within NZ and overseas, Ardmore Flying 

School is highly regarded for the quality of  its training. Ongoing discussions with airlines 
ensure our programmes not only surpass the requirements of  NZ CAA licencing but also 
provide the experience airlines are looking for in their applicants.

Training professional pilots since 1961, Ardmore Flying School has trained many 
Captains and First Officers flying for airlines around the world and we are now also 
training their children. But you don’t need to have your family history littered with pilots, 
anyone can learn to fly and seek a career flying in New Zealand or abroad.

For more information visit www.ardmore.co.nz or phone 0800 ARDMORE.

A Flying Start with Ardmore Flying School

The fleet includes 17 Cessna 172R and 3 Beechcraft Duchess (above).

THE FUTURE looks bright for aviation students who are 
attaining their Diploma in Aviation at Ardmore Flying School.

The Boeing Corporation’s Current Market Outlook predicts 
an international requirement for 460,000 new pilots by 2030. 
And opportunities are endless for Kiwi trained pilots, who are 
well regarded by international 
standards with airlines recruiting 
pilots at levels unseen for decades.

Ardmore Flying School is 
experiencing this demand first 
hand. The signs of  unprecedented 
recruitment are clear as a growing 
number of  our graduates and 
instructors are already sought after 
by airlines at home and abroad as 
well as second tier general aviation 
Air Transport Operators (ATO’s).

But whether you are training 
to become an airline pilot or 
just want to learn to fly for fun, 
Ardmore Flying School has the 
experience and the resources to 
cater to your needs.

Learn to Fly for Fun
Have you always just wanted to 

learn to fly for fun? 
Seats in our highly popular 

Part Time Private Pilot Licence 
Ground Course have been filling 
fast. Running over 10 consecutive 
Saturdays, students from all walks 
of  life get the chance to sit in 
a classroom environment with 
the opportunity to interact with 
instructors.

We also have many part time 
students who fly over weekends 
or on their days off. Having this 
flexibility to accommodate these 
students allows them to work 
towards their Private Pilot Licence 
and fly at their own pace.

NZQA approved 
Diploma in Aviation

It is important for aviation 
students to attain a tertiary 
qualification as part of  the items 
required to apply for employment 
with most airlines. Ardmore 
Flying School’s full time students 
are enrolled in our program which 
delivers professional pilot training including:
l Private Pilot Licence
l Commercial Pilot Licence
l Single and Multi Engine Instrument Rating

l C-Cat Instructor Rating
l Airline Transport Pilot Licence Ground Course
Commencing from 2013:
l Basic Gas Turbine Knowledge Ground Course
l Crew Resource Management Introductory Course

Location, Fleet and 
Training Facilities

Ardmore Flying School is 
located at Ardmore Airport which 
is one of  New Zealand’s busiest 
GA airfields. As a training centre 
for the aviation industry, Ardmore 
is second to none. Approximately 
50% of  all New Zealand 
pilots undergo their training 
at Ardmore. There are often 
in excess of  250 student pilots 
from all over New Zealand and a 
number of  international students 
spending around 18 months living 
in and around the airport in order 
to complete the training.

Ardmore Flying School 
specialises in tailoring flight 
training programmes to suit the 
student’s individual requirements. 
The school is open from 7am 
seven days a week, 364 days a year 
except Christmas Day.

New students will generally 
complete their ground course 
theory first in one of  our 
four lecture rooms that are 
air-conditioned to provide a 
comfortable learning environment 
at any time of  the year.

Different instructors are 
assigned to each subject with 
an assistant. This provides an 
environment whereby students 
can get much needed mentoring 
and tuition both in and out of  
class. The largest class size you 
can expect to encounter will be 23 
students; most average no more 
than 18.

Once students complete their 
ground course theory, they start 
their practical training. Whenever 
students are available to fly, so are 
we. Devising a schedule for flight 
training is best achieved through 

a one on one discussion between the instructor and the student. 
Our instructors closely manage each student’s training and flying 
programme so they achieve maximum value for money, all the while 
providing an in-cockpit environment where students can thrive.

DID YOU KNOW that the most 
rapidly expanding sector of  light 
aviation is gyroplanes? From just 
one European manufacturer more than 350 new aircraft a year 
are taking to the skies in more than 39 different Countries. Clearly 
the performance, safety and reliability of  modern gyroplanes 
reaches well into the lower end of  the GA market but when 
you combine this with simple handling, low operating costs 
and microlight medical requirements it soon becomes apparent 
that this is the thinking man’s 
flying machine. Economical to 
maintain and weather capable, 
these aircraft can come equipped 
with the latest glass cockpits and 
comfort to attract even the most 
discerning passenger.

Gyrate NZ Ltd. was 
established in Tauranga in 2005 
to address the expansion of  
gyroplanes in this country and 
has recently developed further 
with a sister organisation in 
Dunedin. When the CAA issued 
an exemption to CFI Tony 
Unwin allowing him to provide training for ‘hire and reward’ on 
microlight gyroplanes, they created a unique facility which now 
operates seven days a week from its own hangar and classrooms 
at Tauranga City Airport. Students train on brand new factory 
built aircraft equipped with radio and transponder, permitting 
operation in controlled airspace alongside commercial aircraft in 
a busy traffic environment. With many private strips and grass 
airfields easily accessible it is possible to build confidence and 
develop students to handle the wide variety of  situations they are 
likely to encounter as a general aviation pilot in NZ.   

Initially entering aviation as a skydiver, Tony qualified for his 
PPL on a Tiger Moth and then went on, via gliding and Air Taxi 

operations, to a commercial flying 
career that included Lockheed 
Tristar, Boeings and Airbus. 

Qualifying as a gyroplane instructor in 1993, Tony teaches to an 
established syllabus and has turned many ab-initio aviators into 
very capable and confident gyronauts. Conversion from fixed 
wing or helicopter experience is straight-forward and progress to 
an instructor rating is actively encouraged.

Gyrate South, based at Taieri airport near Dunedin operates an 
AutoGyro Europe training aircraft 
as well as supporting many local 
owners with their own machines. 
Following the global trend, further 
expansion of  the Gyrate concept 
is forecast into the world of  more 
traditional aviation.  

In New Zealand gyroplanes 
are classed as microlights and are 
administered on behalf  of  the 
CAA by Part 149 organisations 
such as RAANZ or SAC. Pilots 
require a medical declaration from 
a doctor equivalent to that issued 
to a car driver. Gyrate provides 

dual training on school aircraft but solo flying must be done in a 
student’s own machine. Those with their own single seat aircraft 
can be progressed by an observing instructor using a handheld 
radio.  

At Tauranga we are fortunate to have the support of  the 
Airfield Management, the understanding of  some exceptional Air 
Traffic Controllers and continued high quality maintenance from 
Rotax agent Solo Wings.

This makes for a total package that creates a high quality one 
stop shop for all aspects of  gyroplane training.

Contact us on 0800 FLY A GYRO, email: fly@gyrate.co.nz or 
visit us online at  www.gyrate.co.nz

Dual training at Tauranga in a German built MTO-3 gyro.

Apparel l
Books l

Headsets l
Charts l

 Flight Bags l
Knee Boards l

Nav Equipment l
and more l

P: 07 572 5464  E: info@nzpilotshop.co.nz
Shop: 2 Dakota Way, Tauranga Airport

www.nzpilotshop.co.nz

Locally owned, Great service and the Best Deal.

All the Student Pilot supplies you need are Here !
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be available if  certain criteria are met.
The company fleet includes a Schweizer 

300CB, two Schweizer 300CBis, Robinson 
R22 and R44 and a Bell 206 Jet Ranger. 
Ardmore Helicopters has built a reputation 
for training pilots to a high standard and for 
maximising the employment prospects of  
our students. This is particularly important 
in an industry where employment is very 
competitive and jobs are often obtained 
solely through reputation and word 
of  mouth. Pilots trained by Ardmore 
Helicopters can be found in all parts of  the 
industry in New Zealand and around the 
world including rescue, tourism, agriculture, 
commercial, special operations, corporate 
and utility work.

Prospective students sometimes like to 

CHOOSING THE RIGHT helicopter 
training organisation is perhaps the single 
most important decision you will ever make 
in your flying career. Getting a Commercial 
Pilots Licence (CPL) is the “easy” part.  
Finding a company that will employ you 
as a low hour pilot is where the difficulty 
begins. These days, commercial operators 
aren’t just interested in the number of  
hours you have. What they are really 
interested in is your commercial experience, 
and this is where Ardmore Helicopters 
Limited can help.

Ardmore Helicopters has an Air 
Operators Certificate (CAR Part 
135/119). This Certificate permits us to 
conduct Air Transport and Commercial 
Transport flights for “hire or reward”. Our 
commercial pilots regularly carry out scenic 
tours, banner towing, photography, frost 
protection, passenger transfers, heli-surfing 
and more. Only companies that have an Air 
Operators Certificate can conduct these 
flights, and it is the experience that our 
graduates obtain from these flights, which 
helps kick start their careers and separate 
them from “the rest”.

Ardmore Helicopters is renowned for 
our relaxed and friendly atmosphere. Our 
experienced instructors (which include 
two A-Cat and 2 B-Cat) take a personal 
approach to student training offering 
one-on-one tuition. Frank Parker, who 
owns and manages the company, has been 
involved in the industry for over 30 years 
and has an extensive background in the 
military and civil sectors. Frank holds an 
A-Category Instructor’s Rating and a range 
of  Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) flight 
testing privileges.

All training programmes are tailored to 
suit individual needs. Ardmore Helicopters 
is approved by the NZ CAA and NZQA to 
offer private and professional pilot training. 
We offer a comprehensive range of  training 
options from Private Pilot through to 
Commercial Pilot, as well as Basic Gas 
Turbine Ratings and Instructor Ratings. As 
we are NZQA approved, student loans may 

Ardmore Helicopters offer Commercial Experience
that helps to get careers off the ground 

Ph/Fax: 09 298 1899
or 0508 CHOPPER
E: info@chopper.co.nz

www.chopper.co.nz

FLIGHT TRAINING
THEORY COURSES

TYPE RATINGS
S300 R22 R44 B206

CHARTER  .  SCENICS
PHOTOGRAPHY

SURFING  .  BANNERS

We offer professional training in a
friendly and relaxed environment

where graduates may also participate
in our commercial operations. 

Call us for an information pack or 
a trial flight to start your career today.

Providing Personalised Training to Private and Commercial Pilots for over 20 years 

talk to past students who are now flying 
professionally and Ardmore Helicopters are 
very happy to put you in touch with them.

If  you have ever wondered about 
becoming a helicopter pilot then try an 
Introductory Flight Lesson. This is where 
you’ll spend time on the ground learning 
about the aircraft, then take to the sky 
with an instructor for a local flight. Once 
airborne, the controls will be yours for 
some basic manoeuvres and on returning to 
the airfield your instructor will demonstrate 
an autorotation (landing without engine 
power). We conclude with you trying your 
hand at hovering. Most students are still 
smiling from this experience a week later.

If  you think helicopter flying is for you, 
come out to our base at Ardmore Airfield 

for a coffee and chat. We 
look forward to meeting you. 
Phone us on 0508 CHOPPER 
or visit www.chopper.co.nz

At left: Advanced flying 
opportunities are only a short 
distance away from Ardmore 
Helicopters’ base at Ardmore.

CTC is recognised across the industry for 
providing the highest quality pilots, having 
state-of-the-art training facilities with highly 
qualified instructors, and for sustaining 
strong partnerships with some of  the 
world’s leading airlines. 

With group headquarters and three crew 
training centres in the UK, and a purpose 
built pilot training centre in Hamilton, 
New Zealand, CTC is an expanding global 
organisation. Each year CTC trains between 
1200 and 1900 pilots for approximately 50 
global airline partners worldwide. 

As a CTC cadet, you will find yourself  
absorbed in an airline focused training 
environment where you will be coached to 
achieve the high standards expected within 
an airline. From developing a professional 
attitude to honing your technical skills, 
CTC’s training programmes will put you 
on the path to fulfilling your dream of  
becoming a commercial airline pilot. 

CTC Aviation 
Training (NZ)

Fleet:  34 Aircraft including C172,  Diamond DA20,  Diamond DA42,  Piper PA44

Instructors:   51 full-time Flight Instructors

Facilities: Purpose-built modern training facility and aircraft apron
 Diamond DA42 and King Air B200 simulators
 On-site aircraft hangar and maintenance facility
 Fully equipped accommodation centre

Courses: Jetstar Pilot Cadet Programme
 Duration: 19 months. Training through to an Airbus A320 Type Rating

 NZ Diploma in Aviation (Level 6)
 Duration: 18-19 months. Training through to CPL/MEIR and either Airline
 qualification course and ATPL theory or C-Cat Flight Instructor Rating

 International Pilot Programme
 Duration: 16-17 months. Training through to CPL/MEIR & ATPL theory.

Contact: Phone: 07 843 3304      Email: info@ctcaviation.com 

Web: www.ctcwings.com/nz      www.facebook.com/CTCAviationNZ 

Crew Training Centre - Hamilton
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WHAT IS the most important thing we 
want you to know about Southern Wings as 
a provider of  aviation qualifications in New 
Zealand?

It is that above all, we care about you 
and your journey into a career as a 
pilot, from beginning to end.

A Personalised Approach
Southern Wings is not a big and 

impersonal organisation where people 
get lost or where you become a number, 
that’s not the Southern Wings way. We 
are interested in quality, not student 
numbers, and we don’t aspire to be the 
biggest, just the best. Our business is not 
based on economic growth; it is based on 
student achievement. And our instructors 
are passionate about flying and all things 
aviation; they are here because they want to 
share that passion and their experience with 
the next generation of  professional pilots. 

The process of  choosing a profession 
and then a career path into that profession 
can be quite overwhelming for a young 
person. A lack of  worldly experience, 
knowledgeable mentors and plain English 
information can make the process even 
more perplexing. In the case of  aviation 
there is also the added anxiety that comes 
with securing the financial resources to 
complete the necessary flight experience, 
and the academic requirements required to 
achieve an aviation qualification that will 
lead in to employment as a pilot.

Southern Wings is aware of  all of  those 
difficulties. We’ve been around long enough 
to have covered that ground and walked 
that path with hundreds of  students. For 
Southern Wings the process begins with a 
concerted effort to address the requirement 
for information and to ensure that our 
staff  provide an offer of  guidance in the 
role of  mentors. To that end we run regular 
information days but often the exchange 
of  information and mentoring is more 
personal, between Southern Wings staff  
members and an individual or the candidate 
and his or her family. 

Student Funding Available
As an NZQA and Ministry of  Education 

approved provider of  the New Zealand 
Diploma in Aviation, Southern Wings is 
able to offer a number of  positions which 
are eligible for student loan funding. We are 

Career mentoring at Southern Wings
also looking at innovative ways in which 
we can assist in providing a bridge between 
the financial resources available through 
student loans and the full cost of  the 
selected strand of  diploma course. 

The Diploma in Aviation is a two year 
course and is available at Southern Wings 
as the General Aviation strand for those 
who want to make a career operating light 
aircraft, the Flight Instructor strand for 
those who want to be aviation tutors and 
instructors and the Airline Preparation 
strand for those with their eyes firmly fixed 
on an airline career. 

Air NZ Aviation Institute Partner
Perhaps the most appealing thing about 

Southern Wings for student candidates who 
are eyeing up a profession as an airline pilot 
is that we are a flight training organisation 
(FTO) partner with Air New Zealand, 
providing an integrated course of  training 
leading students into training and career 
opportunities with the airline. In essence 
training with Southern Wings to gain 
your aviation qualifications puts you many 
steps down the track towards employment 
with the airline. Air New Zealand require 
standardisation of  policy and procedures 
and even navigational systems in advanced 
training aircraft. We can say that we as 
a flight training organisation meet the 
exacting standards set by the airline.

A Great Location
There are lots of  other appealing 

advantages to making Southern Wings your 
flight training provider; things like that 
Southland, away from the intensity and 
bustle of  northern centres is more laid back 
and often considered to be more friendly 
and warm on a personal level and offers 
some outstanding recreational and lifestyle 
advantages. If  you enjoy the unspoiled 
outdoors, Southland is unparalleled. 

From a flight training perspective 
Southland has it all, relatively uncluttered 
airspace, ready access to controlled 
airspace and approach procedures and 
both procedural and a transition into 
radar controlled instrument environments. 
Southern weather has attracted plenty of  
bad press in New Zealand but the irony is 
that although it can cause some frustration 
the payoff  is immediately evident in that 
pilot graduates have learned to cope with 
a wide variation of  environmental and 
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weather challenges and are versatile, robust 
and confident having established their own 
and the aircrafts abilities. 

There are additional opportunities that 
becoming a southern trained pilot has as 
well. We will offer you things like a survival 
training course, a variety of  experiences 
like mountain flying in Fiordland, access 
to some remote and challenging landing 
areas and aerobatic training as standard. 
Employers know that pilots trained in our 
environment, by Southern Wings make 
quality employees; and that will count in 
your favour when it comes to securing your 
first general aviation job, even if  it is a step 
on the way to an airline position.

Opportunities and Mentoring
Southern Wings also maintains very 

close links and working relationships with 
a wide range of  Southern New Zealand 
general aviation operators, we know 
them well, they know us well, they have 
employed our graduates before  and know 
what they can expect and they participate 
in internship programmes and work 
experience opportunities we provide for 
our students.

But the one thing we want you to 
remember is that with Southern Wings it’s 
not about numbers - it’s about quality and 
it’s about us becoming your mentors and 
doing all we can to walk with you through 
this part of  the journey. Somehow our 
graduates seem to continue to remain 
friends long after being a pilot has become 
their profession.

Contact us today to begin that journey, 
even if  you are not quite ready to start yet 
or you want some help in figuring this all 
out. Phone 0800 284 283, email info@
southernwings.co.nz or visit 
www.southernwings.co.nz

Captions:
1. Alpha 160a in front of Southern 
 Wings Invercargill Airport base.  
2. Southern Wings aircraft on approach 
 to Milford Sound during a mountain flying 

training exercise.  
3. Southern Wings students attending a 
 pre-flight brief.  
4. An aircraft deliberately left out of the 
 hangar overnight provides students an 
 ideal opportunity to work first hand on 
 pre-flighting in winter conditions.

FOLLOWING a search to find a cost 
effective, state-of-the-art Flight Trainer the 
Waikato Aero Club has now taken delivery 
of  two Italian manufactured Tecnam Light 
Sport Aircraft.

Club CEO 
Richard Small 
explains that Waikato 
Aero Club students 
“are future airline 
pilots - we obviously 
want to provide them 
with the best training 
technology available and the Tecnams do 
just that. The Tecnams have full electronic 
flight display screens preparing students 
for the transition to the Club’s Glass 
cockpit IFR flight environment”.

Waikato Aero Club utilises a Piper 
Archer 3 and a Piper Twin Comanche 
equipped with Garmin GPS units and 
Aspen EFIS panels for advanced training.

The Club was among the first flight-
training providers to gain NZQA 
accreditation to deliver the NZ Diploma 
in Aviation and has 5 students currently 

New Aircraft for Diploma Students
undertaking the programme. Intakes for 
the 2013 Programme are planned for 
January and June.

A new flight training funding model 
has been mandated 
by Government. 
Students can expect 
to make a financial 
contribution to cover 
the shortfall between 
funds available via 
the student loan 
scheme and the 

actual cost of  training. 
The Club has already received a number 

of  applications and interest in places 
for next year is high. To register interest 
for the 2013 NZ Diploma in Aviation 
Programme, please contact us on: 07 843 
5655, email: info@flywaikato.co.nz or visit: 
www.flywaikato.co.nz

DARGAVILLE AERO CLUB is open to all students, NZ wide, who are genuinely 
interested in learning to fly for recreation or aviation as a career. The club offers both 
microlight and GA training, operating an Italian Fly Synthesis Storch as their primary 
training aircraft. Also on line are a Cessna 172 and a Fly Synthesis Texan, a carbon fibre 
aircraft very popular with club members for comfortable cross country trips. 

A unique feature of  the club is that all tuition is given free of  charge. All the student 
pays for is the cost of  operating the aircraft. The club is able to do this from the profits 
of  its own farming operations. Accommodation at the club premises is also offered 
free of  charge. Students need only bring sleeping bags and their own food. Training is 
available by arrangement on a seven day basis and not just on weekends.

The club is famous for its Saturday lunches, started 30 years ago and still held every 
Saturday at 12.30pm. As well as being a fun social gathering, this provides a great 
opportunity for anyone interested in flying to come along and look at the aircraft, meet 
some club members, ask questions, and go for a fly!

Phone Murray Foster for more information on 027 478 4308 or visit.goflying.co.nz

Free of charge 
PPL theory and 
practical tuition

Free of charge 
Basic live-in

accommodation
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WITH ALL the articles and stories around 
these days it is easy to forget about the true 
reasons one must add the experience of  
flying in the Southern Alps to their piloting 
bucket list. In the old days growing up in a 
flying family I remember often waking up 
some days with Dad asking “well where 
will we fly to today”? As a child I thought 
the world was our oyster – now I know 
that NZ is our pearl and particularly the 
Southern Alps.

This fact is often emphasised by the 
pilots we take flying but it really hit home 
when I took a good friend of  mine (who 
has just turned 80) flying around our 
favourite area the other day. Douglas 
Yarrall is a very experienced pilot who has 
flown far longer than I have and he is an 
Instructor in the North Island. He was 
stunned at the beauty and of  all the scenery 
and different skill sets to learn. He has not 
stopped talking about it and is imploring 
his students to come and check out what 
the fuss is about. 

Many people think that mountain flying 
is a set course or a certain number of  
hours and then they can tick the box. It is 
however more like building a foundation 
so knowledge can be achieved by layering 
upon your current experience levels. It 
is really a journey in which you should 
be prepared to take your toothbrush. 
Generally we recommend 4 days of  around 
12-16 hours flying in total - less or more 
can be arranged, depending on budget 
and time. We have clients who come back 
and do this amount each year to continue 
building their experience levels.

We offer a comfortable learning 
environment for all pilots, whether new to 
the sport or old hands getting back into it - 
the key being to tailor-make the experience 
to suit. On arrival we make a plan around 
your own set of  skills and your particular 
interests that you wish to achieve from your 
flying.

The advantage of  learning with us is you 
may visit remote places that are not readily 

Extend your skills with 
Mountain Flying NZ

accessible, shared with us by our pioneer 
instructors, where most other instructors 
would not consider taking pilots to visit.  

Our focus is on quality of  service 
which is why our standard is high. This 
allows pilots to gain understanding as well 
as learning key procedures such as ridge 
crossing and valley flying. This increases 
pilot skills generally, building a safety 
foundation on which long term repeat 
lessons in the mountains become very 
valuable. 

On the first day we teach height 
definition which allows the pilot to 
learn how far away they are from terrain 
vertically and horizontally. That allows us 
to lead into valley flying which is how to fly 
safely in a confined space. We then land at 
the first mountain airstrip for a hot drink 
and a home baked scone to allow time 
for relaxing and a de-brief. After that we 
carry on in the same manner throughout 
the day, stopping every hour or so to allow 
the lessons to cement and also to give the 
pilot some time to enjoy and soak in the 
surrounding environment. We have real 
characters for people to meet and that can 
easily take up an hour of  two of  chatting 
over home baking.

All pilots like to ideally fly in fair weather 
but this is not always possible. For that 
reason we train in reasonable weather and 
in not such good weather. This is great for 
the day when you do get caught out and it 
allows practice under calm and controlled 
conditions.

What we have learnt from instructing 
in the mountains in the last 12 years is 
that the standard of  the average pilot can 
be greatly improved with encouragement 
and discipline, which in turn allows them 
to expand and grow with their flying and 
ultimately gain far more pleasure out of  
it. If  you want to see a stunning short clip 
taken from our ‘office window’, check out 
our ‘About’ page at 
www.mountainflying.co.nz.

We look forward to meeting you soon. 

Lake Wanaka, looking toward Minaret Station and 
Makarora. Both have strips that we use for training.

Approaching a saddle. Training is undertaken in a 
variety of weather conditions to broaden pilot skills.

Gorge River. Home of ‘BeanSprout’ and a good 
place to stop for a picnic.

Milford Airfield far below, with the snowy tops of 
Mt. Tutuko in the foreground.

www.mountainflying.co.nz
P: 03 443 4005  

E: info@u-flywanaka.co.nzTeaching outstanding skills taught to us by the pioneers of mountain flying. 
Fly in your plane or ours. Call to enquire about our half and full day packages or your individual requirements.

FLIGHT   TRAINING
Pacific Helicopter Training introduces revolutionary 

safety standards with the new Guimbal Cabri G2. 

We have limited student numbers to 
ensure personalised career training.

Contact us for PPL and CPL training, Type Ratings for 
G2, R22, R44, Night Ratings and Instructor Ratings.

Christchurch International Airport
Contact Chris:   P: 03 359 6891   M: 027 316 8444  

E:  chris@pacificaircraft.co.nz

www.pacifichelicoptertraining.co.nzMore safety.  More utility.  More fun !

PACIFIC HELICOPTER TRAINING is based in Christchurch, New Zealand. 
We are NZCAA Part 141 approved, offering a range of services for those 
who may simply want to obtain a Private Pilots Licence in order to fly for 
recreation; individuals who wish to operate helicopters as a career with a 
Commercial Pilots Licence; and others wishing to enhance their skills and 
abilities with an Instructor rating, sling rating, night rating and more. Pacific 
Helicopter Training is also available to those seasoned professionals looking 
at requiring further Type Ratings and Bi-annual Flight Reviews.

Unlike many training schools, Pacific Helicopter Training is available for flight 
training 7 days a week, allowing those working and studying weekdays the 
opportunity and flexibility to enjoy flying at a time that suits them.

Limited student numbers means personalised career training at Pacific 
Helicopter Training. We are happy to be the small guys offering flight training 
to a select few who aim to achieve safe and highly professional standards.

Pacific Helicopter Training is proud to be the first in New Zealand to receive 
the new revolutionary Guimbal Cabri G2 Helicopter. The Cabri G2 is the only 
piston helicopter designed from scratch with the safety of its occupants as 
top priority. It delivers a level of safety that was until now reserved for the 
military and a few expensive turbine helicopters. In fact it is the only piston 
engine helicopter to be certified under EASA CS-27 and FAA Far 27 rules.

Please contact us today or drop in for a chat for more information.

BASED AT Omaka Aerodrome in Blenheim, RidgeAir offers 
Advanced Multi Engine IFR training that incorporates a high level 
of  mentoring to young pilots. Training is almost always ‘one on 
one’, as the company only takes on one or two students at any 
particular time. As well as focused and personal training, trainees 
may also be given the opportunity 
to operate as Pilot in Command 
Under Supervision (ICUS) on Cessna 
402C and Seneca IV charter flights 
under the tuition and guidance of  an 
experienced Captain.

Such ‘real-life’ training with 
commercially experienced Instructors 
is invaluable and sets RidgeAir 
IFR training well apart from the 
typical alternative of  repetitive and 
predictable scenarios and hour 
building. 

RidgeAir training has a strong 
emphasis on Two Pilot CRM, 
including Checklist Philosophy, Scan Flow Techniques, 
Intercommunication skills, along with Emergency and Abnormal 
Phase One and Phase Two procedures. This has a lasting effect 
on trainees, who are  ultimately looking to transition to a major 
airline. Under RidgeAir, the trainee has the opportunity to gain a 
sound understanding of  two crew / two pilot procedures whilst 

Mentored Advanced IFR Training at RidgeAir
being mentored in real life IFR competencies, where real decisions 
need to be made in a wide range of  scenarios.

Training with RidgeAir under an Instructor who has extensive 
real-life experience, has proven to be of  great benefit for trainees, 
many of  whom come to the company with a set goal in mind 

such as an upcoming airline interview 
or job qualification requirements. 
This is an area of  advanced training 
that has proven to be a significant 
niche market for RidgeAir, fitting in 
well with the company’s structure 
and genuinely personalised training 
philosophy.

RidgeAir also offer Type Ratings 
on both aircraft types plus GPS/
GNSS RNAV and Advanced IFR 
Instrument training to students. 
Chief  Pilot Ross McCullum says 
the focus during training is Cockpit 
Management; “These days with 

RNAV procedures becoming prolific and aircraft equipment such 
as GPS being closer to the functionality found on something 
like a Boeing 737, it is important that the pilot learn to utilise the 
automatics and navigation equipment to their full extent.” 

For more information, phone Ross on 021 246 2544, email: 
ross@ridgeair.co.nz or visit www.ridgeair.co.nz

RidgeAir trainees might find themselves flying this Cessna 402C 
as Pilot in Command Under Supervision, under the guidance of 

an experienced Captain.
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Golden Wings operate this brand new Piper PA-44 Seminole from Nelson.

WHETHER you are a brand new student taking to the skies for 
the first  time or an experienced professional looking to enhance 
your aviation skills, Golden Wings Flight Training is perfectly 
equipped to meet your needs!  
With purpose built facilities and  
highly experienced instructors 
we offer full or part-time 
courses for PPL and CPL as 
well as Multi Engine Instrument 
Ratings and Renewals, 
Instructor and GPS Ratings. 

Approach:  Our training 
philosophy is to understand our 
student’s ambitions and tailor 
their training accordingly. A low 
student to instructor ratio is 
maintained to ensure personal 
attention and quality teaching.

Aircraft:  For Advanced multi-engine students our brand new 
Piper PA-44 Seminole is equipped with a modern Avidyne glass 
cockpit presenting students with the opportunity to up-skill 
themselves to the latest technology and providing the very best 
preparation for that next career step.

Location:  Nelson is blessed with some of  the best weather in 
New Zealand and offers a beautiful climate for flying. Varying 
terrain provides a diverse and challenging environment within the 
controlled airspace of  a significant airport.

For more information:
Golden Wings Flight Training 
offer high quality, professional 
training that is time and 
cost efficient and will make 
you a better, safer and more 
confident pilot. 
Contact us now to discuss your 
training requirements. 
Phone: 03 545 9924, Email: 
training@goldenwings.co.nz or 
visit our website:
www.goldenwings.co.nz

Pilot Training with Golden Wings

Our Mission at Middle Earth Flying School is 
to educate and empower the next generation 
of professional aviators. Owned and run 
by professional pilots, the team at MEFS is 
dedicated to passing on our passion for flying 
to our students.

Our CFI, David Giles and CEO, Malcolm 
Reynolds, have between them over 30,000 
hrs and 50 years of flying experience. We are 
based at Matamata, a low-traffic movement 
airfield allowing for faster, safer and more 
efficient training. Hamilton and Tauranga 
are minutes away, for advanced training in 
controlled airspace. With a low student to 

Malcolm: 027 484 0635            E: malcolm@mefs.co.nz           www.middleearthflyingschool.co.nz

Train at Matamata with
Middle Earth Flying School

Personalised PPL, CPL 
and MEIR Training

No wasted taxi or holding time

Controlled airspace is only 
moments away

Focused and cost efficient

Our brand new 
Tecnam Twin is here

Owned and run by airline pilots 
with industry experience

spanning over four decades

instructor ratio, one-on-one mentoring is 
possible for all learners and training can be 
tailored to suit each individual’s requirements.

We currently offer training at all levels from 
PPL through to MEIR using our two single  
engine trainers and our latest addition, the 
Tecnam P2006T Twin. We have an excellent 
flight safety record and a 100% first-time 
licensing exam pass-rate.

So, whether you are looking to indulge in 
recreational flying or seeking pathways to a 
career in aviation, please get in touch with 
Malcolm at MEFS.

NZQA Registered

LOCATED AT Christchurch International Airport in a stand-out, modern complex 
is the International Aviation Academy of  New Zealand (IAANZ), home to around 100 
commercial pilot and flight instructor trainees per year.

With a fleet of  35 aircraft and one the most experienced instructing teams in 
Australasia, the IAANZ has long been the ‘trainer of  choice’ for those pilots heading 
towards an airline career.

As a preferred training partner in Air New Zealand’s Aviation Institute, the IAANZ’s 
training programmes have been designed to deliver ‘airline ready’ pilots who are well 
matched to the changing demands of  the airline industry.

The advantages of  training at an International airport are huge, and allow trainee pilots 
to develop skills in a truly professional airline environment. Please contact us to find out 
more. We look forward to meeting with you.

For more information: Phone 03 358 0477 or visit our website at www.flighttraining.co.nz 

International Aviation 
Academy of New Zealand

Domestic Student Programmes
 • NZ Diploma in Aviation 
      (Airline) – Level 6
 • NZ Diploma in Aviation 
      (Flight Instructor) – Level 6

International Training Programmes
 • Call for details

Our Fleet                          
 • 35 aircraft
 • 3 flight simulators

Bases                           
 • Christchurch International Airport
 • West Melton Airfield

Benefits and Resources 
 • Air NZ Flight Training 
      Organisation Partner
 • 75 years of flight training experience
 • Air conditioned lecture rooms
 • Dedicated student study areas
 • Spectacular flight training environment
 • Diverse weather conditions
 • Large ‘in-house’ maintenance base
 • Hangarage for all aircraft 

The fleet includes several Piper Warriors and Piper Archers, most of which have glass cockpits.

The KiwiFlyer Guide to Flight Training 

Supplement Edition October 2012

www.flighttraining.co.nz 
International Aviation Academy of New Zealand Ltd.
Christchurch International Airport   Ph: 03 358 0477

       If you’re serious about a Professional Career
                                    then train with us in a Professional Environment
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PASSION… is what drives our Instructors 
here at the North Shore Aero Club. We are 
passionate about our students doing well, 
passionate about our students developing 
safety orientated attitudes and passionate 
about helping our students achieve their 
goals. So when you are looking for a Flight 
Training School or an Aero Club to gain 
your Private Pilot License, engage in some 
aerobatics, or complete a Multi-Engine 
Instrument Rating, North Shore Aero Club 
has it all.

LOCATION… We are just a hop, skip and 
20 minute drive from the Auckland CBD, 
up the Northern Motorway. Once airborne, 
you are immediately positioned in a large, 
un-crowded flight training area offering low 
flying areas, CTA’s, CTR’s, varied terrain 
and a number of  friendly airfields to visit 
all within 15nm.

EXPERIENCE… Our permanent senior 
instructional group have logged more 
than 10,000 hours combined. Most of  
our Instructors are ‘B’ Cat Instructors 
with Multi Engine, Night, Aerobatic and 
IFR training capabilities. Best of  all they 
are all very approachable and aviation 
enthusiasts… again this year many of  our 
instructors joined our students on a club 
flying trip around the South Island. Past 
North Shore Instructors have experienced 
great success all over the world moving to 
airlines including Air New Zealand, Cathay 
Pacific, Virgin Atlantic, Qantas, Pacific Blue 
and Emirates, flying Beech 1900D, Q300, 
Boeing 737, 747, 767, 777, and Airbus 320, 
330, 340 and 380 aircraft.

GREAT AIRCRAFT… If  you are seeking 
variety, North Shore is the place for 
you, boasting a large fleet full of  great 
options. Five Robin 2120 aircraft form the 
backbone of  our training fleet, with Cessna 
152s, Cessna 172s, Cessna 182s, and Piper 
PA-28s available. For Aerobatics, you can 
choose from a Robin 2160 or a Slingsby 
T67M-200. For Multi Engine Pilots we 
have a competitively priced Gulfstream 
American GA-7 Cougar online.

GREAT IFR OPPORTUNITIES… Only 
8nm away from Whenuapai Air Force 
base, with RNAV (GNSS), VOR/DME 
and ILS/DME approaches, North Shore 
is ideally located for completing an 
Instrument rating. We have two RNAV 
(GNSS) approaches at North Shore and 
with Whangarei and Great Barrier Island 
within easy range, we have access to NDB 
approaches too. Our IFR fleet includes 
two PA-28s, C182s, and the GA-7. Most 
of  our IFR aircraft are equipped with the 
Garmin 430 GPS and the C182T has the 
latest Garmin 1000 allowing us to offer 
Technically Enhanced Cockpit training

 
A FULL RANGE OF TRAINING... No 
matter what type of  flying training you 
require, NSAC will be able to help you 
achieve your goals. In the air we offer 
training for PPL, CPL, Aerobatic Ratings, 
Type Ratings, Instrument Ratings, 
Instructor Ratings, Night Flying Training, 
Terrain and Weather Awareness, Basic 
Mountain Flying and Multi Engine 
Training. On the ground we offer full 
and part time PPL, CPL, Instrument 

Why fly with the 
North Shore Aero Club?

The Gulfstream GA-7 on line at NSAC.

Rating, and Aerobatic Ground Courses, all 
designed to make those pesky exams a little 
easier.

GREAT SOCIAL OPPORTUNITIES… We 
have plenty of  social activities for our 
members to enjoy. This includes flying 
trips, Pilot Nights, Movie Nights, Aviation 
Pub Quizzes, Club Parties and much, much 
more. Our club lounge/bar is also a great 
place to relax after your flying and to catch 
up with flying friends; it’s amazing what you 
can learn from chatting with experienced 

At the airfield, taxiing to holding point 03.

At Big Boys Toys with the Robin training aircraft.

pilots. We have regular events where we 
invite guest speakers ranging from Glenn 
Martin telling us all about the Martin 
Jetpack, sessions on using the iPAD as an 
electronic flight bag to all day SAA forums 
by specialists on how to build your own 
homebuilt aircraft.

LOW COST…  In 2013 we celebrate owning 
our own airfield at Dairy Flat for 50 years. 
The flying school is part of  the club, pays 
no rent to use the airfield and all our 
aircraft are debt free. We are registered as a 
not-for-profit organisation and whilst our 
instructors are amongst the best paid in 
the country, the club management boast a 
team of  enthusiastic business professionals 
who give their time and expertise for free. 
Why do you care? This matters because 
we are not here to make a profit - our sole 
purpose is to promote the love of  aviation 
and pass-on our skills and safety culture to 
our students.

VISIT US... Feel free to pop in for a visit 
and a cuppa at Postman Rd, Albany - head 
north from Auckland up SH1, take the 
Silverdale off-ramp and head south along 
SH17. We look forward to sharing our 
passion for flying with you.

PRIME Minister John Key visited the 
North Shore Aero Club earlier this year to 
watch the National 
Championships and 
Trans-Tasman Wings 
Trophy competitions. 
In a speech to the 
assembled pilots, John 
explained “If  I had 
not become Prime 
Minister I would 
have become a Pilot 
or a Butcher” and 
promptly jumped into 
a nearby 172 to try it 
out for size. 

“How many hours 
has this done then” 
John asked Daryl 
Gillet, the North 
Shore CFI, to which 
Daryl explained how 
this was one of  the 
oldest aircraft online 
at the Club, kept in 
top condition by Flightline Aviation at 
North Shore. 

John Key visits North Shore Aero Club
The Prime Minister stayed for far longer 

than planned and chatted to club members, 
competitors and 
especially the group 
of  assembled ‘Young 
Eagles’, a programme 
to help teenagers 
become pilots. 

The pilots of  
the North Shore 
Team won the ‘Team 
Trophy’ for 2012 and 
all teams were very 
appreciative of  the 
hosting and excellent 
organisation of  the 
event – “the best ever 
Nationals”.

When it was time to 
leave, NSAC President 
Alan Hull handed the 
Prime Minister a Trial 
Flight voucher without 
an expiry date, “just in 
case you want to take 

up the offer at some future date”. 
“I think I will” said John.

John Key meeting the Young Eagles. 

At the controls, trying on a C172 for size.

LOCATED JUST 20 minutes north of  Auckland’s CBD, North 
Shore Helicopter Training (NSHT) is one of  NZ’s most highly 
respected helicopter training organisations.

New Zealand Qualification Authority (NZQA) registered 
and certified as a Part 141 
Training Organisation by 
the CAA, the company has 
an enviable accident free 
track record of  training ab-
initio through to instructor 
pilots with Roy Crane as 
CFI supported by a team of  
commercially experienced 
instructors. 

Based on North Shore 
Airfield, excellent forestry, coastal and controlled zones are on 
the doorstep and with the Coromandel mountain ranges not 
far away, the company can easily offer a comprehensive training 
environment for all levels of  experience.

With R22s as their core trainer and with a full range of  turbine 
machines at their disposal for endorsements, students are exposed 
to the real world of  helicopter operations. Recognising that time is 
of  the essence, NSHT have also set up a successful two-week PPL 
theory course to cater for those who need to study and pass their 

exams within a tight timescale or who struggle to find the time 
in their hectic lives. Run every six weeks in co-operation with the 
North Shore Aero Club and with a 90% first time pass rate, they 
believe they have hit on a winning formula.  

The company’s 
philosophy is for every 
budding pilot to “Fly the 
Dream…” Gaining the 
licence is just the first step, 
enjoying the rewards of  
flying these great machines 
is quite another. The team 
proactively encourage 
students to hire the R22 and 
with access to R44s for self-

fly hire or syndicate membership, students can participate in the 
coveted and unique NZ Helicopter Championship, or join in on 
annual heli-safari trips with up to 12 other fully laden helicopters 
on adventures throughout the country. 

The team at NSHT are proud of  their history, excited about 
the future and look forward to welcoming you on the amazing 
challenging and exhilarating journey of  learning how to fly.

Contact us on 09 426 8748 or visit www.helitraining.co.nz

As well as ab-initio training in R22s, North Shore Helicopter Training have access to a 
range of turbine machines for endorsements and advanced training. 
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Interior Refits at Walkers Upholstery
WALKERS Upholstery may be based in Alexandra, Central Otago 
but aircraft nationwide have had their interior refits carried out by 
the small team of  Steve and Margaret Whitren and Mark Booth. 
Originally from the Auckland region where Steve and Margaret 
were associated with automotive trim 
company Vintrim, business branched 
out to conduct work for a number of  
North Shore aerial operators. Now 
with more than 20 years experience 
of  the aviation interior refit industry, 
their collective knowledge of  aircraft 
interior materials and fabrics is 
second to none.

Walkers Upholstery sources all 
its materials from suppliers of  fire-
rated foams and fabrics. Material for 
helicopter sling seats is also fire-rated 
and interior carpet is sourced from 
Aircraft Interiors of  Nelson. All 
materials have their inflammability 
tested by Flight Tech of  New 
Plymouth. 

Setting up shop in Alexandra 
was more by happenstance than 
planning. Steve and Margaret 
were touring in the area, liked 
the features of  the region and by 
securing work as a contractor to an established Alexandra 
upholstery business owned by Barry Walker, Steve was able to ply 
his skills as an upholsterer to both his automotive interests and 
a growing aircraft clientele. The opportunity for the Whitrens to 
purchase the business arose in 2005. 

As well as the more routine interior refurbishments Steve’s team 
have undertaken a number of  innovative projects, particularly 
regarding helicopter refits and more recently modified seats for 
tourist tandem parachute operations. When KiwiFlyer visited the 
shop Mark Booth was applying the finishing touches to a pilot’s seat 

Based in Alexandra and covering 
all the Southern Lakes area.

Seats and carpets for all aviation 
applications including
Microlights, GA, Helicopters
and Commercial.

All approved materials.

Above: Mark Booth 
with a PAC750 pilot’s 

seat. Right: A range 
of templates are on 

hand for aircraft cover 
manufacturing.

for SkyDive Lake Wanaka’s PAC 750XL. Here the pilot is sitting 
in the seat wearing a parachute for a greater part of  the day and as 
the original seat wasn’t designed for this activity, subsequently the 
seat back has been subject to an LAME approved modification. 

Broadly the modification consists of  the back being 
modified to encompass the pilot’s parachute pack 
and the seat base being lengthened to allow for seat 
back cushion, parachute and pilot. 

Increasingly carpet sets and side panels are 
made up in the Alexandra workshop and sent 
out to engineers to install while aircraft are in for 
maintenance. With arrangements in place for a local 
embroiderer to create aircraft names and logos, 
Steve says that seat backs and seat bases can easily 
be monogrammed to the owner’s preferences. 
Walkers Upholstery also have on hand a large 
number of  patterns to make up exterior aircraft 
covers on demand.

Steve is a well-known classic car buff  and he 
finds this style of  upholstery fits in well with 

classic aircraft. A growing number of  
Tiger Moths, Austers and other classic 
types from further afield have benefitted 
from his skills. While local operators 
based in and around Queenstown are well 
established customers, nearby Wanaka 
is a growing source of  work with the 
increasing number of  tourist operators and 

aircraft overhaul facilities setting up shop there. Local operators and 
maintenance providers appreciate the service Walkers Upholstery 
offers where seats can be removed from aircraft and stripped 
and recovered in nearby Alexandra. It should be noted also that 
Alexandra has its own airfield and owners regularly arrive and leave 
their aircraft at the field for the necessary work to be carried out 
before returning to fly home when completed.

Walkers Upholstery welcome enquiries from aircraft owners 
regardless of  their location. See below for contact details. 

Cicaré SIngle & Tandem Kit Helicopters
(Rotax 914 turbo - max power to 11,000 ft)

Contact: Phil Sowersby at Hastings
Home: 06 878 8896  Mobile: 027 244 9890  Email: springbox@ihug.co.nz

www.brumbyhelicopters.com.au

Aviation Business Profile

NEW Zealand’s $10Bn aviation industry gathered in Rotorua for 
the annual Aviation Industry Conference Week early in August, to 
chart a new growth pathway to creation of  a $16Bn industry by the 
year 2016.

Based around increasing sector exports from $3.8 to $6Bn and 
increasing domestic efficiencies by $3.8Bn the plan to achieve this 
will be rolled out through a combination of  chasing key markets; 
promoting critical sectors such as education and training and 
working collaboratively with government to improve the safety 
performance and productivity of  the industry.

We are quite confident the target will be achieved and this means 
a downstream economic benefit to the economy of  around $24Bn. 
That’s a lot of  productive wealth being created and the good thing 
about aviation is that we are connected right throughout regional 
economies. The industry creates high value add jobs with the 
average salary in the sector close to $80k. 

When you look at the comparative size and contribution of  
aviation we’re right up there with parts of  the Agri food industry. 
Most people are surprised at the size and diversity of  the sector. 

Our focus is on creating wealth while concurrently ensuring 
we retain our reputation as the safest form of  transport whether 
it is people, airfreight, or the many and varied forms of  aerial 
applications our industry undertakes day in day out. 

This is all backed up by a high level of  excellence and 

Aviation Industry celebrates excellence 
and rolls out the $16Bn plan contributed by Irene King, AIA CEO

professionalism whether it is from our engineers engaged in 
maintenance, repair or overhaul, to those who supply products and 
services to the industry.

New Zealand’s aviation industry is a global leader in so many 
aspects of  the business whether it is precision engineering, 
advanced IT applications in tracking and monitoring, or engineering 
and aircraft performance. We recognise these global leaders by 
awarding the Richard Pearse trophy for innovation and excellence. 
This year’s winner was LanzaTech for their process to produce cost 
competitive jet fuel from industrial waste gases.   

Evidence of  leadership within the industry was apparent during 
Aviation Conference Week in the comprehensive trade display area 
which provided a focal gathering point at the conclusion of  each 
conference session. This year the standard of  trade displays ramped 
up to a level equal to overseas offerings, again a positive indication 
that the New Zealand aeronautical industry is providing a world 
class service. The fact that an increasing number of  regional service 
and product suppliers are also taking the opportunity to promote 
their wares in times of  lowered industry activity is encouraging and 
enquiry from local operators was brisk, particularly in the fields 
of  quality assurance programs and also with ag aerial industry 
application hardware and software.  

We’re already looking forward to next year’s conference which 
will be in Dunedin from June 17th to 21st 2013. See you there! 
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Jeff Van West of Aviation Consumer wrote “New Zulu is in our opinion, the most comfortable over the ear headset ever worn.”

Available from
Phil Jones, 

NZ’s Lightspeed
Dealer since 1997 
Ph: 0800 116 741

specialfx.co.nz

SIERRA
The Best mid priced ANR headset

Light and Comfortable
Superb Stereo Sound

Bluetooth Compatible
Cellphone Interface

Top of the Range ANR 
New Speaker Design

Microport Vent Technology
Light and comfortable with unparallelled 

voice clarity and superb stereo sound
Bluetooth & Cellphone Interface

Now including FlightLink in flight cockpit 
recording for iPad and iPhone

January 18th-20th
Wings Over Wairarapa Airshow
At Hood Aerodrome, Masterton. See 
www.wings.org.nz for more information.

February 1st-3rd
Healthy Bastards Bush Pilot Champs
Marlborough Aero Club and Bulls 
Flying Doctor Service STOL / Precision 
Landing competition. This is a new annual 
event. More details closer to time or 
email: craig@soundsaero.co.nz

February 8th-10th
SAA Great Plains Fly-in
At Ashburton. Annual event at this 
welcoming grass airfield with flying 
competitions, annual dinner and AGM. 
Contact Adrienne Fillery P: 09 405 0553
e: admin@saa.org.nz   www.saa.org.nz

KiwiFlyer 
Event Guide
October 27th-28th
Tiger Moth Club Spring Fly-in
At Taumarunui. Contact Secretary 
Graeme Wood   P: 09 418 3044 or 
027 293 2318, E: woodsy@clear.net.nz

January 8th-22nd
Walsh Memorial Scout Flying School
Annual two-week flying school for Scouts 
and other young people at Matamata 
Airfield. Now in its 47th year. For more 
information visit www.scouts.org.nz/
walsh, email walsh@scouts.org.nz or 
phone David Jupp on 021 476 676

March 19th-29th
NZ Air Safari 2013
Starting in Masterton and finishing in 
Motueka, timed for the Omaka Airshow, 
this event includes 10 days of  flying that 
covers all of  New Zealand. More info 
from www.flyingnz.co.nz

March 29th-31st
Classic Fighters Airshow
Omaka, Blenheim. Friday practice day 
and twilight show 5pm. Saturday/Sunday 
Airshow 10am–3.30pm. 
www.classicfighters.co.nz

June 17th-21st
Aviation Industry Conference Week
The annual AIA conference week and 
trade expo will be held in Dunedin this 
year. More details from www.aia.org.nz



ARRIVALS - June/July 2012
CHB RANS S-6S Coyote II Central Hawkes Bay Aero Club  Waipukurau  Microlight Class 2
CXY Thatcher CX4 Mr D J Dikstaal  Waiwera  Microlight Class 1
DWS Pegasus Aviation Quantum 912 Mr Ward-Smith  Raglan  Microlight Class 2
HAB Hiller-Tri-Plex UH-12B Mr A Matsushita  Christchurch  Helicopter
HAE Aerospatiale AS 350B2 The Helicopter Line Ltd  Queenstown  Helicopter
HAL Bell 206B Heliworx Waikato Ltd  Hamilton  Helicopter
HAU Bell 214B-1 McDermott Supply Company  Australia Helicopter
HIP Hughes 369FF Helisika Agricultural Limited  Manukau  Helicopter
HQL Hughes 369HS Station Air Ltd  Ashburton  Helicopter
HTB Robinson R44 II The Alpine Group Ltd  Wanaka  Helicopter
IDF Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Heliworks Queenstown Helicopters  Queenstown  Helicopter
IEC Eurocopter EC 130 B4 Mr C R Boote  Nelson  Helicopter
IFK Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Kershaw Aviation Group Ltd  Queenstown  Helicopter
IHE Robinson R44 II Helilease International Trust  Auckland  Helicopter
IHN Robinson R44 II Skysales Aviation (NZ) Ltd  Christchurch  Helicopter
KCB Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane
KHP Beech B200 Hawker Pacific NZ Ltd  Papakura  Aeroplane
MHP Beech B200 Hawker Pacific NZ Ltd  Papakura  Aeroplane
SKF Air Tractor AT-504 Skyfarmers Aviation Ltd  Ashburton  Aeroplane
XAC Rans S-6ES Coyote II Mr A B Cowan Timaru  Microlight Class 2
XYZ Cessna 172S CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane

TRANSFERS - June/July 2012
AMT Thruster Aircraft Thruster Gemini Mr G J Turner  Lumsden  Microlight Class 2
BAD Cessna A150L RNZAF Ohakea Aviation Club   Palmerston North  Aeroplane
BRQ Piper PA-18A-150 Nelson Aero Maintenance Ltd  Kekerengu  Aeroplane
BVY Cessna 150 Mr T S Wedekind  Taupo  Aeroplane
CAF Amateur-built Strata 73-12 John & Kate Pepper Syndicate  Hamilton  Balloon
CKK Morane-Saulnier MS 880B Mr D F R McMillan  Kaikohe  Aeroplane
CMM Miles M.38 Messenger IIA Cowie Sealy Trust  Auckland  Aeroplane
CNM Airborne Windsports Edge X 582 Mr K A Ellett  Tauranga  Microlight Class 2
CUX Piper PA-28-140 Classic Flights Limited  Wanaka  Aeroplane
CWP Micro Aviation Bantam B22J Mr P R Bovill  TUAKAU  Microlight Class 2
DKJ Cessna A185F Mr A J Bowmar  Gore  Aeroplane
DKR Rand KR-2 UL Mr H B Robertson  Dunedin  Microlight Class 2
DMN Isaacs Fury II Mr G Kothen  Waiuku  Amat Built Aeroplane
DPE Cessna A185F Mr M F Bowes  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane
DPM Cessna 172M Tauranga Tandem Skydiving Ltd  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane
DTC Micro Aviation Bantam B22S Mr K R Millward  Upper Moutere  Microlight Class 2
DWW Cessna A185F S.W. Husheer & B.N. Coulter  Hastings  Aeroplane
DXM Cessna 172M Leadtone Limited  Papakura  Aeroplane
EYA Piper PA-38-112 RPM White Limited  Taupo  Aeroplane
FCQ Cessna 152 Roc On Aviation Limited  Wellington  Aeroplane
FFN Cascade Kasperwing Mr G I Readman  Australia Microlight Class 1
FLH Cessna A152 UB Syndicate  Auckland  Aeroplane
FML Piper PA-38-112 J V & P F Neal  Blenheim  Aeroplane
FMY CFM Shadow Series B-D Mr D J Taylor  Wanaka  Microlight Class 2
FPI Cessna 152 Air Hawkes Bay Limited  Hastings  Aeroplane
FRL Piper PA-28-161 Mr M P McGruer  North Shore City  Aeroplane
GCX Rolladen-Schneider LS 4-a Nelson Lakes Gliding Club (Inc)  Nelson  Glider
GTZ Schempp-Hirth Discus b Kaikohe Gliding Club (Inc)  Kaikohe  Glider
HAX MBB BO 105 CBS-4 North Shore Helicopters Limited  Albany  Helicopter
HBA Hughes 369D Central Helicopters Limited  Opotiki  Helicopter
HBD Aerospatiale AS 350BA Mr M S Hall  Wellington  Helicopter
HER Hughes 369HS Precision Helicopters Ltd  Urenui  Helicopter
HGI Bell 47J-2 H F T Limited  Auckland  Helicopter
HGO Aerospatiale AS 350BA Heliworks Queenstown Helicopters  Queenstown  Helicopter
HGU Robinson R44 II The Alpine Group Ltd  Wanaka  Helicopter
HHQ Robinson R22 Beta Aspiring Helicopters Ltd  Wanaka  Helicopter
HIJ Robinson R22 Beta Mr R M Aitchison  Roxburgh  Helicopter
HIZ Hughes 269C Dr S W Husheer  Napier  Helicopter
HJP Aerospatiale AS 350BA Heliworks Queenstown Helicopters  Queenstown  Helicopter
HKP Robinson R44 II Rotor Work Ltd  Te Kuiti  Helicopter
HLQ Hughes 269A Mr D R J Condon  Bruce Bay  Helicopter
HNS Robinson R22 Beta HNS Syndicate  Haast  Helicopter
HPQ Robinson R22 Beta Southern Alps Helicopters Limited  Otematata  Helicopter
HSE Aerospatiale AS 350B Partner Group Limited  Auckland  Helicopter
HTG Robinson R44 II Mr K J Roberts  Levin  Helicopter
HUT Robinson R44 Kapiti Heliworx Limited  Paraparaumu  Helicopter
HWX Robinson R44 II Heli-Hire Limited  Rotorua  Helicopter
HYS Aerospatiale AS 350B2 Heliworks Queenstown Helicopters  Queenstown  Helicopter
HZA Robinson R22 Beta Mr M D Pedlow  Napier  Helicopter
IBR Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Heliworks Queenstown Helicopters  Queenstown  Helicopter
ICD Aerospatiale AS 350B2 The Helicopter Line Ltd  Queenstown  Helicopter
IDG Bell 206B Heli South Ltd  Balclutha  Helicopter
IFM Robinson R22 Beta Bladehire Limited  Taupo  Helicopter
IHQ Robinson R22 Beta Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
ILS Robinson R44 II Heliworks Queenstown Helicopters  Queenstown  Helicopter
INO Hughes 369E Gisborne Helicopters Limited  Gisborne  Helicopter
IPZ Robinson R44 II Chickenhawk Limited  Auckland Helicopter
IRS Eurocopter EC 130 B4 Helicopter Trustee Limited  Auckland  Helicopter
ISW Bell 206B Outback Helicopters Ltd  Pongaroa  Helicopter
ISX Robinson R22 Beta Wanaka Helicopters Ltd  Wanaka  Helicopter
IWX Hughes 369D Heli-Hire Limited  Rotorua  Helicopter
IXE Innovator Mosquito XE Mr P R Boocock  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2
JAU Aircraft Spec’s Hovey Delta Hawk Mr B J Marr  Stratford  Microlight Class 1
JCV Cessna 182S Mr J C Verleun  North Shore City  Aeroplane
JEP Micro Aviation B10 Bantam Mr P R Bovill  Tuakau  Microlight Class 1
JMG Cessna 172S CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane
JNE Piper PA-38-112 Roc On Aviation Limited  Wellington  Aeroplane
JNW Pitts S-1 Special Mr R T Mudgway  Wellington  Amat Built Aeroplane
JOY Cessna 182Q Skytrack Aviation Limited  Tauranga  Aeroplane
JQJ McLachlan Mk1 Mr J R Sharp  Darfield  Microlight Class 2
JRM Zenair CH701 STOL Mr M R Durham  Hastings  Microlight Class 2
JRM Zenair CH701 STOL Ngatipa Trust  Pokeno  Microlight Class 2
JSA BAe Jetstream Model 3102 Air New Zealand Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane
JSI BAe Jetstream Model 3102 Air New Zealand Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane
MBK Piper PA-28-161 Auckland Aero Club (Inc) Ardmore  Papakura  Aeroplane
MBM Piper PA-44-180T Mr J Shaw  Whangarei  Aeroplane
MBV Piper PA-44-180 RNZAF Base Aviation Sports Club  Waitakere  Aeroplane

continued on next page...

NEW AIRCRAFT  |  USED AIRCRAFT  |  ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE
Hawker Pacific are New Zealand’s one-stop rotary and fixed wing maintenance facility under one roof at Ardmore.
Contact Peter McCarty on 09 295 0665,  email: peter.mccarty@hawkerpacific.com www.hawkerpacific.com

FOR ALL FIXED WING AND ROTARY 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND
AVIONICS REQUIREMENTS,
CONTACT HAWKER PACIFIC 

AT ARDMORE ON 09 295 0665

NZ’S ONE-STOP ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE FACILITY ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

Buying an aircraft?  -  We can help with checks and upgrades
See us for Assessments, Cosmetics, Avionics, Modifications, and Ongoing Maintenance Programmes to Suit Your Needs.

Selling an aircraft?  -  We can complete your preparations for sale
See us for Checks, Corrosion Control, Cosmetics, CoA, and more.

Avionics, Airframe, Engines, Hydraulics, Components…      Genuine Beech, Cessna, Piper, and Helicopter Parts in stock.

Contact Peter McCarty
P: 09 295 0665

E: peter.mccarty@hawkerpacific.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore.

www.hawkerpacific.com

ZK-HAB Hiller UH-12B

NEW to New Zealand, a Hiller helicopter 
recently had its long awaited first flight in 
the capable hands of  test pilot Neil Scott 
(Garden City Helicopters A-Cat Instructor) 
overseen by James McNutt of  Heli 
Maintenance (Hiller expert and a second 
generation Hiller owner). HAB is owned 
and operated by Akira Matsushita, owner 
of  Maruia Springs Thermal Resort in the 
Lewis Pass.

Having previously owned a R44, Akira 
wanted something that had three seats, 2 
blades so that it fitted into his hanger, and 
that was a little different and had some 
historical character. So the Hiller was 
decided on and he asked Gary Minnell, an 
experienced pilot & LAME who used to 
work for Hiller NZ, to go to USA with him 
to find one which they did in California. 
Arriving here in September 2011, HAB 
was reassembled by Heli Maintenance in 
Christchurch. However, sorting out the 
paperwork for NZ certification took some 
13 months due to lack of  information 
available from the US. In August this year 
Akira finally received approval for the 
Hiller. The test flight was flown by Neil 
and Akira then received flight instruction 
and a type rating as the Hiller requires 

coordinated throttle work due to the lack 
of  governor control.

On 4th August, Akira flew HAB to his 
hotel at Maruia Springs which took a little 
more than 1.5 hours from Christchurch. He 
said it cruises at 60-65kts, is very stable in 
flight and that the scenery on the trip home 
was very enjoyable.

Our CAA register lists 6 other Hillers in 
NZ (1xC type & 5 x E types) with ZK-
HAB the oldest. The registration ZK-HAB 
was in fact first registered to the same type 
(a Hiller UH12-B) in 1955. Akira is very 
happy to have this honourable registration 
number and eventually wishes to reserve 
this HAB as an exhibition model for the 
NZ helicopter history as the Hiller was 
widely used in deer recovery.

ZK-CXY  Thatcher CX4

NEW Zealand’s second Thatcher CX4 
has flown recently having been built by 
Derek Dikstaal in only 4 years 4 months. 
The design was suggested to him by a 
friend due to its relatively ease to build and 
good looks. The Thatcher CX4 is a single 
seat, low wing, tail dragger designed by 
David Thatcher of  Thatcher Aircraft Inc. 
from Florida. With a history of  aircraft 
mechanics, David had always wanted to 
design an aircraft and once he retired he 

found he had time, space and funds to 
make his dream a reality. 

For Derek this aircraft was exactly what 
he wanted, being constructed primarily 
of  6061T-6 aluminium, riveted together. 
He imported the spar, bulk-head and ribs 
pre-formed which helped speed up the 
build time. The fiberglass cowling protects 
a Great Plains 1835cc VW engine which 
has a Brent Thompson propeller and at 
the moment without a canopy and spats 
it cruises at 2800rpm for 98 kts. Dave 
Simpson has conducted the test flying and 
was very happy with the way the aircraft 
handled. 

Of  the 520 sets of  plans sold, there 
are currently 9 Thatcher CX4s being built 
in New Zealand and 33 aircraft flying 
throughout the world.

ZK-IFK  
Eurocopter AS350-B3e

A NEW Zealand aviation company is 
continuing its expansion by taking delivery 
of  a brand new helicopter, the first of  its 
kind to arrive in New Zealand. Kershaw 
Aviation Group has completed the avionic 
and equipment fit out of  a Eurocopter 
AS350-B3e. The aircraft will be used for 
company projects in Indonesia and join 
the rest of  the Kershaw fleet there around 

ZK Register Review provided courtesy of Hawker Pacific
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Fly a Robinson R22 at owner’s rates
Based at Ardmore, this aircraft presents better than new 

after a restoration grade overhaul just 100 hours ago. 

Includes   l All new avionics   l Powerflow performance exhaust
  Spidertracks   l Traffic awareness   l Touch screen GPS 

  Bluetooth phone with remote   l Helipods   l Life jackets and PLB 
  

No monthly syndicate fee. No need to purchase a share that you 
can’t sell later. No risks of ownership, just the benefits.

Rates from $285+GST an hour depending on usage.  Conditions apply.
Advanced instruction available. Ph: 021 667 866 or E: rotorflight@xtra.co.nz

mid-September, with a second B3e aircraft 
scheduled to arrive in November.

Working exclusively offshore, Kershaw 
Aviation Group specialise in flight 
support for the high-altitude mineral and 
exploration industries and hold a major 
contract in Indonesia working with joint 
partner Airfast Indonesia. Operations 
Manager and director Josh Kershaw said 
experience had shown that the AS350-B3 
was an ideal medium helicopter for this 
type of  work. “Our helicopters are required 
to work in demanding environments 
supplying logistical support to drilling 
rigs in some of  the most remote parts of  
Indonesia”, he said. “We’re required to fly 
around 1300 hours a year, carrying loads 
on 100 to 150ft long lines and operating at 
altitudes of  up to 17,500ft.

Josh said the new aircraft was “highly 
spec’ed” to meet client needs and 
international auditors’ requirements. It 
comes with dual hydraulics, new tail rotor 
control linkages, and a new generation 
turbine engine with increased power and 
an increase in life to 4,000 hours. It’s 
also armed with a range of  features that 
increase maximum continuous power 
from five to thirty minutes. It has a new 
electronic engine control unit, full video 
and voice recording, and Terrain Awareness 
Warning Systems.

The new helicopter will be test flown 
and all pilots will conduct differences on 
type training with Garden City Helicopters 
instructor Neil Scott before it is repacked 
into a container and shipped to Brisbane. 
There it will be reassembled and flown the 
25 hour ferry flight into Indonesia by Josh 
and Neil.
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...continued from previous page 
MJF Piper PA-31 New Plymouth Aero Club (Inc)  New Plymouth  Aeroplane
MJF Piper PA-31 Taranaki Air Ambulance Trust  New Plymouth  Aeroplane
MTX Micro Aviation Bantam B22S Barry & Sally Readman  Hamilton  Microlight Class 2
OAK Cameron Z-275 Ballooning Canterbury.Com Ltd  Darfield  Balloon
OST Avid Heavy Hauler UL Mr P J Karl  Hamilton  Microlight Class 2
PGA Cessna 510 NZ Jet Charters Limited  North Shore City  Aeroplane
RDF Rotor Hawk Falcon 1 Mr C M Wilson  Nuhaka  Microlight Class 1
RGG AutoGyro Europe MT03 eagle Gyrate NZ Limited  Mount Maunganui  Microlight Class 2
TJS Tecnam P92-JS-UL Kaitaia Aero Club (Inc)  Kaitaia  Microlight Class 2
TKL Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Robertson & Black Partnership  Westport  Microlight Class 2
TLH Horn TH-1 Mr D R Taylor  Whangarei  Microlight Class 1
TPW Pacific Aerospace Cresco 08-600 Central South Island Helicopters Ltd  Oamaru  Aeroplane
TRF American Champion 8GCBC Drake Aviation Ltd  Rangiora  Aeroplane
TZF Robin R2160 Cardinal Capers Limited  Auckland  Aeroplane
TZF Robin R2160 North Shore Aero Club (Inc)  Albany  Aeroplane
UAS DHC-1 Chipmunk Mk 22 Chipmunk 27 Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane
UVW Cessna 152 Helipro Aviation Training Limited  Paraparaumu  Aeroplane
WRU Cameron V-90 Ballooning Canterbury.Com Ltd  Darfield  Balloon
ZZA Beech C90A Skyline Aviation Limited  Napier  Aeroplane
ZZC Cessna 172M CMTW Limited  Taupo  Aeroplane
 
DEPARTURES - June/July 2012 
BVR DHC-2 Beaver Mk 1 F R & M K Wright  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane Exp
ECR BAe Jetstream Model 3201 Airwork Flight Operations Limited  Manukau  Aeroplane Exp
EZK Cessna 172M EZK Limited  Palmerston North  Aeroplane Dest
FFN Cascade Kasperwing Mr G I Readman  Australia Microlight C1 Exp
HBH Robinson R66 Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura  Helicopter Exp
HHL Robinson R44 II Pacific Plant Ltd  Manukau  Helicopter Exp
HUK Aerospatiale AS 350B2 Helicopters (NZ) Limited  Nelson  Helicopter Exp
HXZ Hughes 369D Way to Go Heliservices Limited  Rangiora  Helicopter Dest
IJK Eurocopter EC 120 B Over The Top Ltd  Queenstown  Helicopter Exp
JLX Kavanagh E-140 Early Morning Balloons Ltd  Hastings  Balloon W/d
KCB Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane Exp
NGF Boeing 737-3U3 Air New Zealand Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane W/d
NQC Boeing 737-219C Airwork Flight Operations Limited  Manukau  Aeroplane Exp
PGA Cessna 510 NZ Jet Charters Limited  North Shore City  Aeroplane Exp
WLV Beech 58 Custom Fleet NZ Suite  Auckland  Aeroplane Exp

For private advertisers, classified advertising in KiwiFlyer is discounted to only 
$35 including GST for 50 words and a colour photograph. Or pay by column 
space at the rate of only $10 including GST per column centimetre. Please 
contact us for commercial advertising rates.

Send your advert details and cheque made out to Kiwi Flyer Limited to 
Kiwi Flyer, PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244. 
Alternately, email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz Credit cards or bank transfer payments 
are welcome but can only be accepted by internet payment. Please contact us for 
details by email or phone 0800 KFLYER  (0800 535 937).

Classified deadline for the next issue is 16th November. 
Don’t forget to include all of your contact details in your advertisement. 

Reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers with your classified advertisement

ZK-SKF Air Tractor AT-504

RECENTLY arrived for Skyfarmers 
Aviation of  Methven is a brand new 
AT-504 from Air Tractor in Texas. These 
agricultural aircraft have now been in 
production for over 50 years. 

The AT-504 is a spray plane and trainer 
which is an excellent platform for aerial 
application instruction. Side-by-side cockpit 
seating with dual controls lets experienced 
pilots effectively train new turboprop pilots. 

SKF will be used for both top dressing 
and spraying and has been fitted with a 
quick release hopper box to enable a quick 
changeover. Avtek in Timaru undertook the 
reassembly on arrival here as well as fitting 
the hopper box and GPS.

The AT-504 has a payload of  1870kg 
and after 60 hours work already, Duncan 
Hart from Skyfarmers says he is very 
pleased with its performance.

NEW Robinson R44 Raven I and II

New Robinson R44 Raven I and II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R22 Beta II

New Robinson R22 Beta II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

4 PAX + Pilot, Cruise Speed 120 kts, 927 lb usable at 
max fuel. Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R66 Turbine

5 Sold - Limited slots available from mid 2012

3 Delivered

R22 Beta II For Sale

2006 model. Excellent condition, new engine, M/R 
Blades 660 hrs to run, airframe T/T 2120. Full panel 

and all the usual extras. Price $110,000 +GST.
Contact Geoff Kitto on 027 222 4233 or 03 412 8224 

email: andy.kitto@farmside.co.nz
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CONTACT SKYSALES
P: 0800 ROBINSON   E: info@skysales.co.nz Chris Barry: 021 844 490 Alex Rodger: 021 372 740

ROBINSON R66 TURBINE
Call now for information on this exceptional 
aircraft. 5 Place, Large Baggage Locker, 
RR300 Turbine. An impressive performer!

NEW 2010 MD500E  
Four Bladed Tail Rotor, Garmin Avionics 
Package, Fargo Aux Fuel Tank, Extended 
Landing Gear, Tinted Windows, Rapid Door 
Removal Hinges. POA.

1998 R22 BETA II    1980 Hrs TTSN, 
190 Hrs since overhaul, always hangared 

NZ$230,000+GST

1994 R44 ASTRO   1712 Hrs TTSN, 
506 Hrs since 12 year overhaul 

NZ$250,000+GST

2012 R44 Raven II    New aircraft ready for 
immediate delivery. Observation windows, 
high skids, corrosion protection, tan leather 
seats                $POA

2012 R66 Turbine   Be quick to select 
your specification              $POA

2006 Schweizer 300CBi    900 Hrs TTSN, 
Immaculate aircraft with helipod spray 
system. Only 300 Hrs ag work           $POA

2009 MD530FF    236 Hrs TTSN, Aux Fuel 
Tank, Cargo Hook, Load Cell, Bear Paws… 
   $POA

ROBINSON, MD, BELL, EUROCOPTER, 
SINGLE OR TWIN ENGINE, TELL US WHAT 

YOU WANT AND WE WILL FIND IT!

www.skysales.co.nz

QUALITY NEW & USED AIRCRAFT

CONTACT  FLIGHTLINE 
P: 0800 CESSNA    E: info@flightline.co.nz 

Chris Barry: 021 844 490   
E: chris.barry@flightline.co.nz

ATTENTION R44 OWNERS   
Sapphire Premium Overhauled Engines for sale. 
Exchange O-540-F1B5 (RT) from $45,995+GST, 
Exchange IO-540-AE1A5 from $49,995+GST. For 
more information visit www.flightline.co.nz or phone 
Tony van Tiel on 021 637 606 or 
Alan Hockey on 03 486 2754.

QUALITY NEW & USED AIRCRAFT

1977 CESSNA U206G 7700 Hrs TTSN, Engine 240 
TSO, Prop 380 TSO, ex Ardmore NZ$195,000+GST

1980 CESSNA U206G 2750 Hrs TTSN, Engine 378 
Hrs TSO, Prop 810 Hrs TSO,       NZ$225,000+GST

2002 CESSNA T182T 2000 Hrs TTSN, Engine 
435 Hrs SFRM, ex Ardmore  US$244,500+GST

2004 CESSNA 182T 678 Hrs TTSN, G1000, KAP140 
Auto Pilot, ex Ardmore  US$269,000+GST

2006 CESSNA T182T 700 Hrs TTSN, G1000, 
KAP140 Auto Pilot, ex Ardmore  US$284,500+GST

2011 CESSNA 182T G1000, GFC700 Auto Pilot, 
SVT, Leather, ex Ardmore  US$464,620+GST

2013 CESSNA J182T Register your expression of 
interest in the new diesel engine powered Cessna 
Skylane. 155kt cruise and max endurance of 12.3 Hrs.

CESSNA, PIPER, BEECH, FIXED OR ROTARY 
WING, SINGLE OR TWIN ENGINE, TELL US WHAT 

YOU WANT AND WE WILL FIND IT!

www.flightline.co.nz

ZAON XRX Portable Collision Avoidance

Dealer demo unit. Used once. Now available with 
additional lithium battery pack. Special dealer price 

incl. battery pack ($300rrp), total $2299 and free post 
within NZ. Contact us for competitive pricing on new 

units. NZ Pilot Shop. Phone Brian: 07 572 5464 

l Completely portable 
    and self contained.
l Detects transponder 
    returns within 6NM.
l Displays relative altitude   
    and direction. 
l Headset and cabin 
    audio alerts.
l Interfaces to GPS.
l Only 100x93x69mm.

Contact Dennis:  P. 09 298 6249  |  M. 0294 923 160  |  E. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airport, Papakura. www.DtiAircraftSales.com

International Aircraft Sales and Acquisitions for 44 years.

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

1974 Piper PA28-180 Archer   ZK-DOS   8917 Hours 
Since New as at March 2012.  Lycoming IO-360.A4M. 
180 HP. 3606 Hours SN. 1413 Hours Since  Factory 
Overhaul.  Dual VHF, VOR, Transponder, ELT.  
Wingleveler Autopilot.  $69,900 incl. of GST (if any)

                Buy it and we will teach you to fly it !

1981 Cessna Citation I SP   ZK-NDT   4672 Hrs SN. Original factory engines 1188 hrs since 
P&W Gold o/h. Thrust Reversers. 3 owners. Freon air with cool sticks. Impeccable records. Cescom. 
Multiple interior configs. Cruise 340 kts up to 41,000 ft and operate to/from small airports. Fresh 
major inspections. Hangarage, Crew & Management available! US$595,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1980 Cessna T210-N Turbo Centurion II.    ZK-ETI
4951 Hours SN.  Superb 6 seat high pergormance transport. Great Garmin and King 
IFR Avionics.  EFIS HSI.  Tip tanks.  388 hours to 1600 Hour TBO.  Hangared at 
Ardmore Airport. Asking $199,500 +GST if sold in NZ.

2000 Eagle 150B     ZK-PNM 
205 Hours Since New. Bendix-King avionics 
with GPS / Moving map. Special Price $85,000 
+GST if sold in NZ. Inspect at Ardmore!

1980 Cessna 404 Titan 
ZK-NDY 
US$499,900 +GST.

1998 Eagle 150-B   ZK-EGL   Only 430 Hours SN. 
Engine and Prop also 430 Hours SN. GPS / COM, 
Transponder, Intercom. Standard Eagle Factory Equip.  
Full Gyro Instruments. 120 Knot cruise at 23 Litres / Hr
Factory demonstrator.  $95,500 +GST if sold in NZ.

1980 Cessna 172-N Skyhawk II   ZK-KAS   Tidy example just traded.
8820 Hrs Since New. Lycoming O320-D2J. 160 HP. 2000 Hr TBO.  1112 Hours Since 
Factory Overhaul 2008.  2 Cessna NAV-COMS, Transponder, ADF, DME, VOR/ILS.  
Fresh 100 hour inspection and ARA March 2012.  Asking: $85,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1969 Piper PA32-260   ZK-ENZ  
15,504 TTSN.  Engine 1997 TTSN.  Prop 765 TSO.  
Garmin GPS/COM. King NAV-COM, ICS, TXPDR. 
7 Seats.  Only $59,900 +GST if sold in NZ.

Classic Tiger Moth 
ZK-CYC
NZ$139,900 no GST. 

IBIS for sale

Ibis aircraft on the Microlight register with 
30 hours TT at this time. This aircraft was 
imported from Australia and is as new. 
Ready to fly away today. 

Icom-A210 VHF radio, PS 501 Intercom. 

Rotax 912 ULS with Bolly 3 Blade ground 
adjustable propeller. 
Large 140 litre fuel capacity. Long range 
tanks at 16 litres an hour. 

$107,000 +GST
For further details phone 03 443 4005 
or email: info@u-flywanaka.co.nz 

BELL 47 J Ranger

Excellent condition throughout. 
Overhauled engine and 
transmission. New glass, four 
seats, plenty of cabin room, rear 
baggage compartment. 
No 2200 hour overhauls (R44). 
The BELL 47 is back in production 
with full parts support - 
see www.ScottsBELL47.com
Wanting the best ‘value for money’ 
helicopter? Compare the price, 
compare the value. 
$210,000 +GST 
For details, call 021485996 or 
email: gm@hftaerospace.com 

Tecnam Eaglet
$80,000 +GST

ZK-WTF  
2008 model. Excellent recreational 
trainer/private owner aircraft. 
Immaculately maintained and 
serviced, in pristine condition (9/10).  

Rotax 912 USL 100hp (1350 hours). 

For full history & spec’s contact 
Whangarei Flying Club CFI 
Shaun Sutherland on 0272 201 343 
or email: ssutherland@ihug.co.nz 
or President Bob Foster 
on 027 491 810 or (09) 436 4058    

Piper Archer II   PA28-181

1976, ZK-UFS, TT 8959 hours since new. Engine 1650 
hours TBO. Prop 1200 hours TBO. Bendix-King IFR 

avionic package with dual nav/coms. Maintained to Air 
Transport standard. Excellent records. Exterior; white 

and blue with gold stripes. Interior; grey and blue.
Contact Richard Small at Waikato Aero Club, 

07 843 5655 or email: richard.small@flywaikato.co.nz

Firefly Aerial Fire Lighters

Used reconditioned Firefly aerial firelighter units 
for sale. Three units available priced from 

$5,000 to $9,000 +GST  Contact John Hobday
Rotor and Wing Maintenance Ltd.

Phone 07 3788688

Thriving Scenic Flight Business for sale

Remote Adventures Scenic Flights is a well 
established business offering a range of scenic flights  
and tramper transfers throughout the beautiful Golden 

Bay area. House and hangar on site.
Realistically priced. Visit www.goldenbayflights.co.nz 

for further info. Contact Jim on 06 346 5749 or 
email: flyaway@remoteadventures.co.nz

Piper Archer II   PA28-181

1983, ZK-FWS, TT 10,100 hrs SN. Engine 1100hours 
TBO. Prop 1400 hours TBO. Bendix-King IFR avionics 
package with dual Nav/coms.  Full IFR and maintained 
to Air Transport standard. Excellent records. Exterior; 

white and blue with gold stripes. Interior; grey and 
blue. Contact Richard Small at Waikato Aero Club, 

07 843 5655 or email: richard.small@flywaikato.co.nz
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Gentle Annie takes to the air
Our centrefold poster in this issue is of  Bill and 
Robyn Reid’s immaculately restored Avro Anson. 
Graeme Porter spoke with Bill recently and 
contributed this snapshot story of  their outstanding 
achievement.

BILL and 
Robyn Reid 
didn’t quite 
intend their 
Avro Anson 
restoration to 
occupy ten years 
of  time but 
when the 1936 
Avro Anson 
Mk1 ZK-
RRA lifted off  
Nelson’s runway on July 18, all the effort 
and time was instantly worthwhile.

Bill’s initial comments upon return from 
the maiden flight were, “Bloody awesome, 
amazing, what do you say? This triumph is 
the result of  the collective efforts of  a large 
number of  friends, helpers and advisors. 
This first flight is their reward.”

It should be noted that the mile wide 
smile didn’t leave Bill’s face for more than 
a week. 

From David Phillips perspective, pilot 
in command on the day, he noted, “I was 
acutely aware of  what was at stake. The 
aircraft is just as if  it had rolled out of  
the factory. It’s better than new. Handling 
is similar to a de Havilland Rapide – very 
docile and predicable.” Bill notes that it is 
faster than expected. “I was expecting 105 
knots but on that first flight with David we 
were indicating over 130 knots.”

Since July the Anson has accumulated 
time in the air determining and ratifying 
performance matters and a shakedown 
of  the on-board systems. Airframe wise 
there has been little to adjust and tweak. 
“The Armstrong Siddley Cheetah engines 
have responded well to some fine tuning 
and attention to the myriad of  oil oozes 
common to the type. It’s much tidier under 
the cowls now all the oil remains in the 
engines”, commented Bill.

Initially the flight programme called for 
five hours of  flight time. A further demand 
for ten hours to issue a type rating has seen 
Sean Perrett complete his time and David 
Phillips will be the next to be type rated. 
When the aircraft left Nelson for the first 
stages of  its journey north to the Ardmore 
Mosquito weekend on September 29, 

Newly restored Avro Anson during test flying near Nelson

close to 12 hours had been flown. The trip 
north to Ardmore was leisurely by way of  
Woodbourne to show off  to those from 
the area who contributed to the restoration 

and then it was 
north to Ohakea 
where the Anson 
over-nighted 
for a couple 
of  days - then 
finally on to 
Ardmore where 
Sean displayed 
the aircraft to 
an appreciative 
audience.

The project, 
acquired from 

Wangaratta Airworld Museum, Victoria in 
2002, underwent its reactivation at the Reid 
property outside Wakefield, near Nelson. 
Initially the project was conceived to take 
about three years but as those in the world 
of  aircraft restoration well know, good 
things take time. With insufficient length on 
the Reid strip to fly the completed aircraft 
from, following some trial engine runs, the 
airframe was relocated to Nelson airport 
for final assembly and the maiden flight.

The RNZAF initially took delivery of  14 
Avro Anson general reconnaissance trainers 
during the later part of  1942. They served 
their wartime career at New Plymouth 
where they were joined by a further nine 
aircraft during mid 1943. The second group 
of  aircraft were used to expand the General 
Reconnaissance School into the School of  
Navigation and Reconnaissance following 
the service introduction of  heavier types 
such as the Catalina, Dakota and Ventura. 
After the war the 19 surviving aircraft 
located to Wigram for service with the Air 
Navigation School until they were replaced 
by de Havilland Devons. 

When the final RNZAF wartime Anson 
was withdrawn in 1952, New Zealand 
skies had to wait a further 60 years before 
another Mk1 in military colours graced 
the air - although two ex RNZAF aircraft 
were operated for a short time by Southern 
Scenic Air Services.

Forthcoming summer airshows 
around the country will provide 
bounteous opportunity to view this gentle 
anachronism from an earlier era when 
more haste, less speed was a key driver in 
determining the future development of  
airframes. 

Guimbal Cabri G2

Now available in New Zealand, the revolutionary 
Guimbal Cabri G2 is the safest helicopter in its class. 
Contact Pacific Aircraft Sales for more information.

Phone Terry: 03 359 3681 or 027 433 2647
email: terry@pacificaircraft.co.nz   www.cabri.co.nz

Excellent condition Cessna 150H

Asking $42,000 no GST. TT 6223 with a Rolls Royce 
0-200A with 1600+ hours to run. Prop 1578 to run. 

Mint hour builder nothing left to do but fly. New paint, 
no corrosion, always hangered. Call Mitch Carlson on 

0272419342 or skipromitch@hotmail.com

1994 Robinson R44 Astro

ZK-IWT, 12 Year O/H August 2006, New M/R blades 
March 2009, Time Remaining Helicopter 1694.20hrs, 
Time Remaining Engine 1494.20hrs, $250,000 +GST 

Contact Alex Rodger on 021 372740 
or email: alex.rodger@skysales.co.nz

Tecnam Bravo with Airmaster propeller

2007, 1 private owner, as new, 120 hrs. Cruise 115 
Kts, range 5 hrs, Rotax  912 ULS, slipper clutch, 
Airmaster variable pitch prop, oversize wheels, 

full panel with Garmin 296 colour map, Icom VHF, 
Transponder, ASI, VSI, DI, AH, Slip meter, Tachometer, 

Manifold Pressure, all engine instruments, electric 
flaps / trim and meters, mechanical and electric fuel 

pumps, landing light, strobe light, tinted canopy. 
Price by negotiation. Ph: 03 314 7677 
or email: richard@claremont-estate.com



Liferafts

Ground Power

MD Helicopters

Cable Cutters

Engine Support

Eurocopter

Robinson Special Ops Cargo Systems

Agusta Westland

Safety Support

Fire Bell

Sikorsky

EXCLUSIVE NZ DISTRIBUTORS 
FOR DART HELICOPTER SERVICES
Free catalogues available (printed or electronic)
or visit www.darthelicopterservices.com

Contact Martyn Griffiths   |   Sales Manager   |   P: 09 295 1408   |   M: 027 808 0094   |   E: martyn.griffiths@hawkerpacific.com
www.hawkerpacific.com


