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Welcome to KiwiFlyer number 28. As well as 
the usual mix of  content, this issue has two large 
feature sections. The first is a photo essay from 
the Classic Fighters Omaka Airshow. Jill and John 
McCaw were the official KiwiFlyer representatives 
there and put the article together, complemented by 
some excellent additional photography from Gavin 
Conroy and Geoff  Soper. If  you weren’t there, you 
may well wish you had attended once you’ve seen 
the work they contributed and the fun they had.

The second feature section is our annual Guide to 
Aviation Industry Conference Week, this year being 
held at Dunedin from 17th to 21st June. The week 
is not just something for corporate suit wearers, and 
includes a host of  events, seminars and workshops 
that are relevant across the industry to small and 
large companies alike. Don’t just skip over the pages 
– have a look and see if  there is something there 
that interests you and can help with your business. 
It’s easy enough to make a day trip to Dunedin from 
major centres if  required. The trade expo has sold 
out as we go to print and more stands are now being 
planned for late-comers. There’s also a Careers Expo 
happening, as well as the annual Aviation Industry 
Awards Dinner, and numerous other networking 
opportunities. Visit www.aia.org.nz for more 
information. KiwiFlyer will be there so look us up 
and say hello if  you’re attending.

Along with a couple of  other business and product 
articles, this issue of  KiwiFlyer profiles Pacific Aero 
Coatings’ boutique aircraft restoration business at 
Tauranga. Owner Kim Thompson’s reputation for 
quality of  workmanship, as well as his passion and 
skills for working especially with fabric aircraft, are 
seeing him being sought out by owners who want 
only the best for their pride and joy. If  you have a 
restoration project in the planning, make Kim one 
of  the people you talk to about it.

There’s an international component in this edition  
with an entertaining story from Tony Unwin who 
answered a tender to supply gyro training services 
for three ab-initio pilots in Kenya. Sensing an 
adventure, he offered to do the job just for airfares 
and accommodation. The mission was accomplished 
and a great time was had by all. If  you’ve recently 
had a flying adventure of  some sort and think our 
readers would enjoy hearing about it then do get in 
contact. We look forward to hearing from you.

Enjoy this issue and fly safe.

Michael Norton
Editor, KiwiFlyer Magazine

From the Editor

Front Cover: Frank Parker in the Flugwerk 
Focke Wulf FW-190 during Classic Fighters at Omaka.

 Gavin Conroy photograph.
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Aircraft Liability Implications
Bill Beard from Avsure outlines your 
responsibilities under the Forest and Rural 
Fires Act. Is your insurance cover adequate?

Birthday Girl: P-40 Kittyhawk turns 70
Liz Needham and Frank Parker’s P-40 
Kittyhawk ‘Currawong’ turned 70 in May. 

Boutique Aero Restorations 
Pacific Aero Coatings at Tauranga have built a 
reputation for first class restoration of  classic 
aircraft. We profile two recent projects.

New Tallon Secure Mounts and Pro GPS
Tallon Systems have an elegant new mount 
for iPads and other iOS devices as well as an 
enhanced bluetooth satellite GPS receiver unit.
 
NZ Hot Air Balloon Record
Pauline Hickey recently achieved the NZ 
women’s altitude record for a hot air balloon at 
11,409 feet. Congratulations Pauline!

Classic Fighters Omaka Airshow
With some outstanding photography and 
words from Jill McCaw, our Classic Fighters 
article is almost as good as being there.

The Kiwi Flyer Interview: Robyn Reid
We speak with Robyn Reid, co-owner with 
husband Bill, of  the Avro Anson Mk 1.

Keeping Aircraft Clean with AGlaze
The latest high-profile organisation to be 
convinced of  the benefits of  AGlaze is the 
Northern Emergency Services Trust.

Aviation Industry Conference Week Guide 
Everything you need to know about Aviation 
Industry Week in Dunedin - 17th-21st June.

The ‘Real’ Air Safari
Tony Unwin from Gyrate in Tauranga spent 
January training gyro students in Kenya and 
shares his adventure with KiwiFlyer readers.

Very Affordable Fun: Vintage Gliding
Owning your own glider doesn’t have to be as 
expensive as you might think.

Places to Go: Parakai Airport
A destination in itself, West Auckland Parakai 
Airport is also a great base from which to visit 
Auckland and further north.

Accidents and Incidents 
Event Guide
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ZK Review 
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Industry News Briefs
P-750 Geophysical Survey Platform

In what it believes to be a world-first, NZ based Pacific 
Aerospace has delivered a purpose-built geophysical surveillance 
aircraft directly from the production line.  

“Many aircraft types have been converted for geophysical survey 
after they have left the factory but we believe this is the first time 
a manufacturer has delivered such an aircraft, including all of  the 
surveillance equipment modifications, straight off  the production 
line” said Damian Camp, CEO of  Pacific Aerospace.  

This is a significant development because the customer 
gets what they want up front and doesn’t have to deal with any 
third parties for approval of, or access to, any of  the required 
modifications. “We’ve heard of  other aircraft types sitting on the 
ground for months on end waiting for certification of  geophysical 
modifications. With the P-750 the customer can effectively start 
work from the day they take delivery” said Damien.  

Perth Australia based UTS Geophysics (a Geotech Company) 
will operate P-750 XL187 world-wide on high resolution 
geophysical survey work. XL187 incorporates multiple customised 
factory-approved modifications including a 5.5 metre long tail 
boom and 1.2 metre wing-tip sensor pods; bespoke-low electrical 
resonance wiring system; secondary electrical system to power 
survey equipment; and a 393 litre auxiliary fuel tank providing a 
total range up to 1400 nm and 10 hours endurance on low level 
geophysical survey missions.

“We’re very pleased with what Pacific Aerospace has delivered. 
When compared against other aircraft types, we quickly realised 
that the flexibility Pacific Aerospace offered and their willingness 
to incorporate our requirements into the build spec would make 
a huge difference to our operation” said Keith Fisk, Managing 
Director of  UTS/Geotech.

‘Greasr’ takes ‘Aimm’ 
Carreen Lockie, Marketing Manager of  Aerodrome IT Systems 

says that “After starting in 2011 as a simple Clearing House 
for landing fees at two aerodromes, ‘Greasr’ has evolved into 
something quite different thanks to all our supporters in the 
aviation community whose feedback has contributed hugely to 
where it is now.” In recognition of  this, Greasr has been renamed 
‘Aimm’ (Automated Intelligent Movement Management). 

There are now over 1300 aircraft registered and the system 
is handling many thousands of  landings each month for 16 
aerodromes across New Zealand. 

Aimm is designed to greatly reduce the administrative load 
of  aerodromes and simply requires the email address of  aircraft 
owners to help keep landing fee collection trim and efficient. 
Aimm also provides a wealth of  useful statistical information that 
aerodromes can use to comply with new regulations and to better 

predict and manage the needs of  their users. 
Aimm also serves the entire aviation community by ensuring 

that all users of  an aerodrome pay their fair share. This inevitably 
helps to keep prices down, facilitates good maintenance and most 
importantly helps to keep runways open for years to come. 

Carreen says they would like to thank all pilots and operators 
who’ve made the effort to register with Aimm and help to ensure 
that our aerodromes can be economically run.

During the transition to Aimm, all existing website and email 
addresses for Greasr will continue to operate and automatically 
redirect to new Aimm addresses.

Tecnam launches the ‘Astore’ next-generation LSA
Tecnam’s latest aircraft to market is the Tecnam Astore, an all-

new two seat, low wing aeroplane named in honour of  their first 
production aircraft, the P48 Astore. Those who follow Tecnam 
nomenclature are correct in assuming this dates the original Astore 
to 1948. Tecnam are currently celebrating their 65th anniversary as 
an aircraft producer. 

Combining Italian styling, the latest technological innovations, 
higher standards of  comfort and very low purchase and operating 
costs, the Tecnam Astore has been developed by Tecnam’s 
renowned Head of  Aircraft Design, Professor Luigi Pascale.

The new Astore includes such innovations as an Apple iPad mini 
supplied with each aircraft as standard. This provides a full Primary 
Flight Display using compatible third party applications such as Air 
Navigation Pro or similar. The pre-installed dedicated app will also 
compute Weight and Balance, provide checklists and include all the 
Pilot Operating Handbook sections. 

Powered by Rotax (912ULS, 912iS or 914), the Astore includes 
a new ergonomically designed interior offering enhanced all-round 
visibility, and comfortable, efficient flying. More information is 
available from Giovanni Nustrini at Tecnam New Zealand. See 
contact details at right or www.tecnam.co.nz for photos.

China Aviation Training Congress
NZ aviation training organisations may be interested to know 

that the second annual China Aviation Training Congress will be 
held in conjunction with the 2013 China International General 
Aviation Convention on October 18-19 in ShanXi Provence, China.

The conference aims to bring together global and local training 
related industries alongside a tradeshow to discuss China’s aviation 
training market, opportunities and challenges. Topics include the 
training market landscape in China and international aviation 
training cooperation, with coverage of  current projects and case 
studies. Private and commercial aviation training, maintenance 
training, and helicopter training are also on the agenda.

Email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz and we can send you back a pdf  
on the event, or contact Richard Ding +86 21 6031 9408, 
Email: richard@pyxisconsult.com

Contact us today:    09 298 9144 or 021 832 626        info@tecnam.co.nz        www.tecnam.co.nz



easyJet partners with CTC 
for MPL training in NZ
EUROPE’S leading 
low-cost airline, easyJet, 
has again teamed up with 
international airline pilot 
training company, CTC 
– bringing more trainee 
pilots to New Zealand 
to complete part of  the 
‘easyJet MPL (Multi-
crew Pilot Licnece) cadet 
programme’.  

This new programme 
provides the opportunity for an initial 
intake of  36 aspiring easyJet pilots to start 
training with CTC this year and be qualified 
for line operations with the airline by late 
2014/early 2015.

easyJet and CTC have worked closely 
together since the very first easyJet flight 
took off  in 1995 with CTC-trained pilots 
at the controls. Since then more than 1500 
graduates of  the ‘CTC Wings’ programme 
- a career development programme for 
aspiring airline pilots - have had a flying 
start as easyJet First Officers. Today a 
significant proportion of  those pilots 
now hold captain and senior management 
positions for easyJet.

The Multi-crew Pilot’s Licence 
(MPL) syllabus has been developed in 
collaboration between easyJet and CTC, 
in accordance with UK CAA regulations. 
The programme focuses on multi-crew 
operations and very quickly moves the pilot 
from light aircraft to foundation flying skills 

on to the Airbus A320 flight simulators 
using the airline’s Standard Operating 
Procedures. easyJet MPL cadets will train 
at CTC’s state of  the art Crew Training 
Centres in the United Kingdom and New 
Zealand on a training programme that lasts 
approximately 17 months.   

Candidates who pass both CTC and 
easyJet’s selection processes will be 
guaranteed (on completion of  training and 
subject to proficiency) a 3-year renewable 
contract to fly for easyJet through CTC 
FlexiCrew and become eligible for a 
permanent easyJet contract within that 
period. They will also benefit from CTC’s 
industry leading £69,000 Bond protection 
package.

Brian Tyrrell, Head of  Flight Operations 
for easyJet says that easyJet is actively 
recruiting 200 pilots with a cross-section 
of  experience levels – both qualified and 
cadet pilots. “CTC has more than proven 
that their ‘CTC Wings’ graduates are of  
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the highest calibre and we are very excited 
about being able to offer tomorrow’s 
easyJet pilots the additional security of  
being pre-selected to become First Officers 
with us at the end of  their training”, says 
Brian, also explaining that easyJet have been 
enhancing the career paths for their pilots 
and we are confident of  offering excellent 
opportunities for new pilots to begin and 
develop their careers with the company. He 
says that easyJet are committed to offering 
more such opportunities through the 
CTC-easyJet MPL cadet programme over 
the years to come and will also continue 
to select from the ‘CTC Wings’ pool of  
trained cadet pilots.

CEO for CTC Aviation Group Limited, 
Rob Clarke says that “CTC has been 
a supporter of  MPL since the licence 
was first proposed and we are confident 
that our syllabus embraces the pure 
MPL philosophy. Working with easyJet 
to develop the CTC-easyJet MPL cadet 
programme is a reinforcement of  our long 
standing partnership as easyJet’s preferred 
training provider.”

CTC has earned a reputation as one 
of  the world’s leading airline training 
providers. The company also works very 
closely with another 16 leading airlines 
including British Airways, managing and 
delivering the British Airways Future Pilot 
Programme on their behalf, and delivering 
a tailored cadet programme for Jetstar 
in Australia, New Zealand, Vietnam and 
Singapore. CTC is not only known for 
‘CTC Wings’ and its other tailored airline 
cadet programmes, but also for training 
in the region of  2,000 pilots each year for 
approximately 50 airlines around the world.  



A division of Boston Marks Insurance Brokers Ltd.
P: 09 298 8206  or  0800 322 206   F: 09 298 8218  
E: insure@avsure.co.nz     www.avsure.co.nz

Contact us for a 
free no obligation 

quotation on any 
aviation insurance 

requirement you have

AIRCRAFT

AVIATION LIABILITY

PROPERTY

PERSONAL

l  Pleasure & Business Aircraft
l  Charter   l  Aircraft Sales
l  Flying Schools   l  Aero Clubs
l  Agricultural   l  Helicopters

l  Premises   l  Airports   l  Products
l  Chemical   l  Hangarkeepers

l  Hangars and Contents

l  Pilot Personal Accident
l  Passengers   l  Pilots term life

Avsure provides the most competitive 
insurance programmes available in the 
Aviation Industry. When considering 
your aircraft insurance, you 
definitely need the best ADVICE, 
EXPERIENCE and RESOURCES. 
At Avsure, WE DELIVER.

Avsure - where aviation insurance 
    isn’t just a sideline, it’s all we do!

Type:  Robinson R22 Beta   HTQ
Location: Tarras    POB: 0
Operation: Not stated Injuries: Nil 
Date:  10 April 2013 
Report: Helicopter was left unattended 

with the engine running. The helicopter 
became airborne, spun around, and struck the 
ground.

Type:  Pitts S-2S   WIZ
Location: Mercer    POB: 1
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  1 February 2013 
Report: Aircraft encountered a strong 

crosswind on takeoff, lost directional control 
and ground looped, coming to rest in a drain.

Type:  Piper PA-18   BQV
Location: Te Kowhai    POB: 2
Operation: Training Dual Injuries: Nil 
Date:  1 March 2013 
Report: Aircraft came into contact with 

a fence post on approach and damaged the 
undercarriage leg.

Type:  Cessna 180   BEZ
Location: Piopio    POB: 3
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  25 February 2013 
Report: Engine failure required a forced 

landing on a farm strip, aircraft had to be 
turned right to stop before end of  runway 
and the undercarriage was ripped off.

Type:  Schempp-Hirth Discus B   GXP
Location: Te Aroha    POB: 1
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  28 April 2013 
Report: The glider made a hard landing 

causing the tail to break off  and also 
damaging the undercarriage and wingtip.

Accident and Incident Reports are provided courtesy of

These accident reports are sourced from 
www.caa.govt.nz and contain information as reported 
to the CAA recently. As such, the accuracy of  the 
information supplied cannot be guaranteed. See 
www.caa.govt.nz for other details which may be 
added as more information is received.

Type:  Cessna U206G   MCG
Location: Tarras   POB: 5
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  5 March 2103 
Report: Sink was encountered on landing, 

with insufficient power added to prevent a 
heavy landing. Damage was caused to the 
landing gear and fuselage.

Type:  Piper PA-38-112   EYD
Location: Te Araroa POB: 1
Operation: Training Solo Injuries: Nil 
Date:  6 April 2013 
Report: Aircraft conducted a 

precautionary landing on a beach due to 
deteriorating visibility. During the landing 
roll the aircraft overturned, coming to rest 
on its back.

Type:  Piper PA-28-181   FJT
Location: Foxpine  POB: 2
Operation: Training Dual Injuries: Nil 
Date:  5 April 2013 
Report: Aircraft’s engine failed shortly 

after takeoff, making a forced landing in 
a paddock beyond the end of  the runway. 
The paddock length was insufficient to 
allow the aircraft to stop, resulting in 
the aircraft striking trees, damaging the 
propeller, engine, nose gear, and wings.

Type:  Kawasaki BK117 B-2   IBK
Location: Wellington POB: 4
Operation: Air Ambulance Injuries: Nil 
Date:  3 April 2013 
Report: During start up, the main rotor 

blade struck the tail boom.

Type:  Robinson R44   HLY
Location: Christchurch    POB: 1
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  9 April 2013 
Report: Helicopter at a private property 

to the east of  the aerodrome moved on its 
pad while the pilot was conducting checks 
after engine start, with the tail rotor striking 
and rupturing a container of  Avgas.
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Avsure Insurance Feature

contributed by Bill Beard
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Accidents and Incidents

Aircraft Liability Implications
Forest and Rural Fires Act 1977

It is a requirement by the Department 
of  Conservation (DOC) that aircraft and 
helicopters landing and/or operating 
on Public Conservation Lands are to 
have adequate Public Liability Insurance 
coverage in place, including recovery of  
fire fighting costs under the Forest & Rural 
Fires Act 1977.

If  you live in a city or town, very rarely 
would you be required to pay the costs 
of  putting out a fire as they are largely 
funded from a Fire Service Levy (FSL) you 
pay with your Fire and Material Damage 
Insurance Premiums.  

In country areas however, the fire 
authorities are required to try to recover 
the fire fighting costs from the person 
responsible for the fire. If  that does not 
succeed, a regime of  levies applies under 
the Forest & Rural Fires Act. Despite that, 
Section 43 of  the Act is unusual in that it 
provides for recovery of  fire fighting costs 
and affords the same rights to any person 
who suffers property loss as a result of  a 
fire. Furthermore, the law is absolute in 
that negligence or fault need not necessarily 

be proven. The upshot of  all this is that 
DOC is now requiring aircraft owners 
to have the following minimum levels of  
liability insurance on all aircraft landing on 
DOC land.
• Aviation Legal Liability for an amount 
of  no less than NZ$2m including Forest 
& Rural Fires Act Extension with this 
extension having a sub-limit of  no less than 
NZ$1m.
• General Public Liability for an amount 
no less than NZ$1m including Forest 
& Rural Fires Act Extension with this 
extension having a sub-limit of  no less than 
NZ$1m.

The Aviation Liability is easily arranged 
by simply asking your broker to increase 
the aircraft legal liability – Combined 
Single Limit to NZ$2m including Forest 
& Rural Fires Act cover. If  you currently 
only have $500,000 liability indemnity, the 
additional premium will be around NZ$350 
per annum and if  you are currently insured 
for NZ$1m the additional premium will 
be in the order of  NZ$200 per annum 
pro rata. This will provide cover under the 
Forest & Rural Fires Act caused directly by 

the aircraft, i.e. an accident resulting in a 
subsequent fire.

For Avsure clients we can (on request) 
issue a Certificate of  Insurance verifying 
compliance with DOC requirements that 
you can keep in your aircraft for inspection 
if  accosted by DOC personnel.

Individuals or private owners that 
have home contents insurance should be 
automatically insured for their personal 
liability including fire and Forest & Rural 
Fires Act. Some local companies provide 
Forest & Rural Fires Act 1977 cover up to 
NZ$1m, and some companies only offer 
lower sub-limits. You will need to check 
your Home Contents Insurance Policy to 
verify your particular insurance indemnity 
to ensure your particular insurance policy 
will meet DOC requirements. If  you don’t 
have a Home Contents Insurance Policy 
then its unlikely you will be covered. 
Similarly, rural business people should 
check their Public Liability Policy to 
ensure they have cover for them and their 
employees under the Forest & Rural Fires 
Act. If  you do not have cover, contact your 
insurer or broker. 

To discuss this topic or any other questions 
relating to aviation insurance or to seek quotations, 
contact Bill Beard at Avsure on 0800 322 206.

WHY CHOOSE TIMBERFIRST FOR 
YOUR NEXT BUILDING PROJECT
•  Naturally sustainable
•  Excellent durability and strength
•  Fire & earthquake tolerant
•  Corrosion resistant
•  Faster construction
•  Excellent acoustic properties for large 

open spaces
•  A full design & engineering service
•  From kit supply to fully project 

managed contracts
•  Design flexibility
•  Up to a 100mtr Clear Span Buildings
•  New Zealand owned and 

manufactured
•  We cater for all construction 

requirements

WE CAN PROVIDE YOUR NEXT
•  Commercial building
•  Industrial warehousing
•  Farm building
•  Workshop
•  Aircraft hangar
•  Relocatable building
•  Covered arena
•  Winery or brewery

The photos at right show the Aerospread Hangar 
in Napier (16 mtrs wide x 26 mtrs long) and the 

award winning Kanuka Building in Hastings
(60 mtrs wide x 72 mtrs long)

18 Irongate Road Hastings      +64 6 650 3713      admin@timberfirst.net.nz       www.timberfirst.net.nz

DESIGN   PROJECT MANAGE   BUILD

Contact:  Brett Sanders
Bus:   09 299 9442
Fax:    09 299 9458
Mobile:   021 748 984
Email:	 	 brett@heliflitepacific.com
Web:	 	 www.heliflitepacific.com
Address: 168 Kittyhawk Lane,
	 Ardmore	Airport,	Auckland.

ROBINSON R66 TURBINE 
5 SOLD - LIMITED 2013 
SLOTS AVAILABLE

NEW, OVERHAULED, AND
PRE-OWNED R44S & R22S
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

NEW AND PRE-OWNED 
AGUSTAS AVAILABLE 
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contributed by Frank Parker

THE 5th of  May was a milestone for P-40 Kittyhawk CAG, as it 
turned over its 70th year.

The P-40 Kittyhawk was the last in a long line of  ‘Hawk’ 
‘Pursuit’ aircraft built by the Curtiss Aircraft Corporation, a 
company which traces its heritage to Glenn Curtiss who, along with 
the Wright Brothers, was one of  America’s Pioneers of  Aviation.  
A development of  the radial engine ‘Hawk 75’ of  1935, the P-40 
was designed as a tough, close-support gunship for the US Army, 
a “street-fighter” that could survive a lot of  damage and still get 
home at the end of  the day.  

In the late 1930s the United States Government did not see any 
need for a high-altitude air-superiority fighter such as the Spitfire, 
or a long-range naval fighter like Japan’s Zero – after all, who 
could attack America? Accordingly, when the Japanese attack on 
Pearl Harbor in December 1941 opened the shooting war in the 
Pacific, the P-40 was the front-line US Army Air Corp aircraft. 
Subsequently the P-40 played an important part in the aerial action 
in this theatre. Milne Bay in New Guinea and Guadalcanal in the 
Solomon Islands were two notable battles which marked the end of  
Japanese expansionism in the Pacific. 

Birthday Girl  P-40 Kittyhawk ‘Currawong’ turns 70
The P-40 was valued for its excellent low-

altitude performance, high rate of  roll, high 
speed dive, and rugged construction. Later 
models carried an armament of  six .50 calibre 
(12.5mm) Browning machine guns, which 
made it an excellent Army support aircraft. 
It was successfully operated in this role in 
all theatres throughout World War II, seeing 
extensive action in North Africa, the Pacific, 
Italy, Russia, and China-Burma-India. 

The P-40 is powered by a V-12 Allison 
V-1710 engine, famed for its reliability and 
ease of  maintenance. While the Allison 
is often compared with the Rolls Royce 
Merlin, official US Army policy prevented 
its development at the same rate as the 
Merlin. Nonetheless, the Allison powered the 
P-40, P-38 Lightning, P-39 Airacobra, and 
ground-attack versions of  the P-51 Mustang 
throughout the war. Late model Allisons were 
more powerful and required less maintenance 
than comparable Merlins. 

Kittyhawk ZK-CAG, was built by Curtiss 
at Buffalo, New York, in May 1943 with the US Army Air Corps 
serial number 42-104730, and allocated under the Lease-Lend 

Liz Needham and Frank Parker with P-40 Kittyhawk ZK-CAG at the Classic Fighters Omaka 
Airshow this year. This picture even made it onto One News courtesy of Jim Hickey.
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Post to:  New Zealand Warbirds Association Limited. 
	 Ardmore	Airfield.	
 PDC 14
 Papakura 2244

Phone: (09) 298 9207
Email: NZWarbirds@paradise.net.nz

 www.nzwarbirds.org.nz

NEW ZEALAND WARBIRDS
Join New Zealand’s most colourful aviation fraternity
Membership includes free access to the Visitor Centre and weekly email ‘Ops Orders’ 
newsletter. Associate Membership $90. Full Membership $145.
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Program to the Royal Australian Air Force, where it was ‘taken 
on  strength’ on August 1943 at 2 Air Depot, Richmond (Sydney), 
and re-numbered A29-448. It was then allocated on 25th August 
to 75 Squadron at Turnbull Field, Milne Bay, and continued for 
most of  its service life with 75 Sqn in the New Guinea theatre of  
operations. Finally, it was allotted to 78 Sqn at Tadji (New Guinea) 
but was soon written-off  (in May 1944) as a result of  damage 
sustained in a gear up landing after a total electrical failure.  

The remains of  A29-448 were recovered from Tadji by Charles 
Darby in 1973 and in the 1990s were rebuilt by Pioneer Aero in 
Auckland for Charles and co-owner Garth Hogan, who ensured 
it was restored in the original colours it carried in New Guinea 65 
years ago. The only ‘licence’ is the Currawong nose art which is 
based on 75 Squadron’s magpie emblem, with “Currawong” being 
the magpie’s name in some aboriginal dialects. Despite extensive 
research no information exists as to any name or nose art the 
aircraft may have carried in WWII.

After restoration, Currawong’s first airshow appearance was at 
Warbirds over Wanaka in 2000, and since that time it has appeared 
at all of  the major air displays in New Zealand. For recent Wanaka 
Airshows the aircraft has been  fitted with its original armament 
of  six “live” .50 cal (12.5 mm) Browning M-2 machine guns and 
demonstrated gun-firing strafing attacks with blank rounds, a world-
wide first for any airshow.

For the past two years co owner Liz Needham has flown CAG, 
often in company with P-40 E ZK-RMH at airshows throughout 
New Zealand. It was fitting that Liz took CAG for a ‘spin’ on 

CAA Part 115 certified

LIVE YOUR DREAM
FLY IN A WARBIRD

WARBIRD ADVENTURE RIDES
IS PLEASED TO OFFER FLIGHTS IN

HARVARD  l  P-40 KITTYHAWK  l  SPITFIRE

WWW.WARBIRD.CO.NZ

GIFT

VOUCHERS

AVAILABLE

Sunday 5th May, 70 years after the data plate stamp 5/5/43. The 
day dawned fine, just right for a mid morning sortie, however just 
prior to start-up a menacing shower approached Ardmore from the 
north necessitating a quick return to the hangar. After a 30 minute 
wait conditions improved; now or never.

Take off  was from vector 03, followed by the customary 
overhead circuit then out to the training area. Conditions precluded 
a full suite of  aerobatics; however an aileron roll was achieved, then 
back to the airfield for a faultless landing onto 03. By the time the 
aircraft was back in the hangar the weather had closed in for good; 
nothing better to do than celebrate the occasion with friends at the 
Warbirds Bar – Happy Birthday ‘Charlie Alfa Golf ’.

Liz Needham with finger on the trigger, fire from the barrells and spent 
cartridges pouring from the six .50 calibre Browning M-2 machine guns. 

Model: P40N, Serial #: AC42-104730, 
Class: Pursuit, Date Delivered: 5-5-43.

CAG has appeared at all the major NZ airshows since 2000, 
often in the company of P-40 E ZK-RMH.

Frank and Liz (in the front) on the 70th 
anniversary flight for P-40 Kittyhawk CAG.

Printed in black and white, this could be from WWII, but the image with guns blazing was taken by Gavin Conroy at Warbirds Over Wanaka in 2008.
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WITH a growing reputation for outstanding attention to detail 
and quality of  workmanship, Pacific Aero Coatings’ business at 
Tauranga has increasingly moved beyond the supply of  paint, fabric 
and refinishing advice services, and into full aircraft restoration 
projects.

Whilst they continue to undertake typical repairs and 
maintenance work to 
damaged aircraft paintwork 
or fabric, a boutique 
service has been created 
by company owner Kim 
Thompson to work for 
owners who love their older 
aircraft which they want to 
see restored to a ‘factory 
new’ standard. Such owners 
often want to be directly 
involved in the process 
themselves, something 
that is easily facilitated by 
the nature of  the business 
Kim has created. Kim is 
passionate about aviation 
and says he derives a great 
deal of  satisfaction from 
seeing an old aircraft 
leave their hangar in new 
condition again and with 
another lifetime of  use 
ahead of  it.

Kim and Pacific Aero 
Coatings are able to offer 
a complete restoration 
service at a personal level where owners are welcomed to be 
directly involved to whatever degree their interest and available time 
permits. They have skills extending through all facets of  aircraft 
refinishing including the complete spectrum of  fabric work, and 
a wide network of  aircraft engineering and fabrication support 
services on hand as required.

A warning to anyone wanting a ‘just patch it up I want to sell 
it’ job though: Kim approaches his work in a manner befitting 
certified aircraft engineering and won’t cut corners. Only non-
aggressive paint stripping methods are used, all corrosion will be 
correctly attended to, and only certified aircraft paint refinishing 
systems (Superflite or Du Pont) will be used to complete the job. 

Kim says he despairs at how often he sees aircraft where 
automotive repair and refinishing techniques have been applied 
to do a quick job that hasn’t lasted, particularly in the case of  

refinishing on fabric aircraft where the finish applied looked great 
when new, but failed part way through its expected life, requiring 
unnecessary and expensive repairs.

Two interesting examples of  work that has recently left the 
Pacific Aero Coatings hangar, representing both metal and fabric 
types, are a 1958 Cessna 172 B and a 1940 de Havilland Tiger Moth. 

Both aircraft arrived in a 
fairly ‘sorry’ state of  repair, 
and both left looking as 
though they had just left 
the factory again, all those 
decades ago.

1940 Tiger Moth Project
ZK-BAL is a 1940 

Tiger Moth domiciled at 
the Gisborne Aviation 
Museum and owned by the 
Darton Flying Syndicate. 
Manufactured in Hatfield 
for the RAF in 1940, it 
was later purchased (once 
released by the RAF) by 
East Coast Air Services for 
top dressing duties. Later 
still, Fieldair acquired East 
Coast Air Services and the 
Tiger which at the time was 
un-serviceable. A syndicate 
was formed by Peter 
Nicholls amongst Fieldair 
staff  to get it flying and 
thereafter Peter completed a 

never-before-attempted flight around the New Zealand coastline by 
Tiger Moth. 

In 2012, BAL was brought to the Pacific Aero Coatings hangar 
at Tauranga to have ‘crazy cracks’ repaired in her fabric in order to 
then be inspected for a CoA. The reality was that all of  the fuselage 
fabric was on its ‘last legs’ – Kim in fact put his hand right through 
some of  it during inspection tests. The intention then became that 
the fuselage be re-bagged so that a CoA could be obtained.

However, on removing the fabric, they typically discovered 
a host of  other issues including corrosion that may well have 
been creeping away since top dressing days. This all needed to be 
addressed and after consultation with the syndicate members, the 
project turned into a restoration. Thus the aircraft remained in 
Pacific Aero Coatings’ hangar whilst the restoration was completed 
over a 12 month period as syndicate funds permitted. 

This is a good example of  Kim’s 
‘boutique’ approach to restoration projects 
where owners are invited to become as 
involved as they wish to. BAL’s restoration 
actually included a number of  syndicate 
member ‘sleep-overs’ in the hangar, 
whereby keen owners provided supervised 
help towards the project. Overseeing 
engineer was John Pheasant, well known 
on the NZ classic aircraft scene as a skilled 
engineer and Tiger Moth owner/pilot.

BAL’s wings had already been re-
fabriced as part of  earlier repairs and 
this work stood up to testing processes, 
so Pacific Aero Coating’s involvement 
was initially to strip and replace all of  the 
fuselage fabric. All of  the airframe was 
then corrosion treated and painted, and 
the tail feathers were also replaced. Various 
wood components were either restored or 
replaced and all flying wires were tested, 
treated and painted. Corrosion in the 
mainstays was also fixed. The instrument 
panels were refurbished and cracks were 
repaired in the engine cowls, the only item 
not attended to during Kim’s work being 
the engine which was still performing well.

The whole aircraft was then repainted 
to its original colour scheme. Kim says that 
this was in fact quite a process, involving 
yellow, black, green, white and silver. 
Aviation certified Superflite paint systems 
were used, being Superflite dope on fabric 
and Superflite System 6 urethane on all of  
the metal componentry. 

ZK-BAL left Pacific Aero Coatings and 
returned to Gisborne in July of  2012 and 
has been in regular use and much enjoyed 
by her syndicate owners since then.

1958 Cessna 172 B Project
ZK-EHA is a 1958 Cessna 172 brought 

into New Zealand late in 2006 by Paul 
Andrews who had found it languishing 
in a shed in Australia. Paul says he loved 
the idea of  owning a ‘retro’ aeroplane and 
has in fact since put his 172N up for sale, 
due to his restored classic model being so 
much more enjoyable to fly. Paul flew EHA 
around New Zealand before syndicating 
the aircraft and in 2012 deciding, along with 

the other syndicate members, to restore it 
to original condition.

It took time to find someone to 
undertake the project as Paul and the other 
owners didn’t want a typical strip-sand-
paint approach to be taken. For one, they 
knew there would be a lot of  corrosion to 
deal with, Cessna SIDs (Special Inspection 
Documents) needed to be complied with 
and, in addition, the aircraft had suffered 
hail damage in Australia which was going 
to require special attention during the 
refinishing process. Essentially, the owners 
wanted a genuine restoration done with 
love, where the aircraft would be returned 
to service in original condition and with 
another 50 years of  life ahead of  it. 

Kim’s reputation eventually led them 
to Pacific Aero Coatings, where they 
spent time getting to know Kim and then 
committed to the project.

Historic photos were obtained with the 
intention that the aircraft be returned to 
its original paint scheme and except for 
exchanging polished aluminium for metallic 
silver paint, this approach has been faithful 
all the way down to red dots on the wheel 
centres. As nice as it would be to have 
retained the polished aluminium finish 
of  the original aircraft, this was deemed 
impractical in the coastal NZ environment.

When EHA arrived at Pacific Aero 
Coatings, the interior had already been 
attended to, so in this case Kim’s work was 
limited to all of  the aircraft’s surfaces and 
external presentation. Kim kindly describes 
the appearance and condition on arrival as 
“well used”.

The place that any project like this starts 
with is paint removal. Kim prefers to do 
this task himself  so that he knows how it 
was done, choosing to use only aviation 
certified water-soluble paint strippers and 
non-aggressive removal methods, with 
no metal or abrasive tools used against 
metal surfaces. Kim says that he wants 
to personally be sure there is no risk of  
caustic chemicals remaining in lap joints 
and that there is no risk of  panel damage or 
distortion from the processes used.

Fully stripped of  paint, Kim says that 
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Boutique Aircraft Restoration

Captions
1&2: Fully restored inside and out.  

3&4: On arrival at Pacific Aero 
Coatings, in “well-used” condition.  

5: Only aviation certified water-
soluble paint strippers are used, with 

non-agressive removal methods to 
ensure panels are not damages or 

distorted.  6: Hail damage is clearly 
evident on the upper wing surfaces.  

7: Wing sections inside the spray 
booth for painting.  

Top: ZK-BAL making its first post-restoration appearance outside the hangar at Pacific Aero 
Coatings prior to engine tests. Left: Flying at Gisborne. Right: Refurbished instrument panel.

1&2: Pre restoration. ‘Crazy cracks’ were present in the paint everywhere.  3: Wings masked for the black stripes.  4: Nearing completion during re-assembly. Ready for another 50 years. EHA in the sun at Tauranga.
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all of  the gremlins hiding under the existing finish were exposed – 
noting that what can be seen on top of  the paint is often nothing 
compared to what is hiding beneath it. As expected, EHA did 
indeed have major corrosion issues to the extent that some panels 
were completely replaced with the assistance of  FlightCare at 
Tauranga. Along with complying with all Cessna SIDs during the 
process, they discovered the undercarriage was holding on by a 
“mere fraction” of  the original fittings and structure.

Another example of  hidden troubles was found when the 
fuel tank was removed, exposing corrosion that would soon 
have become an issue and whose discovery wasn’t in fact a SIDs 
requirement.

The (original Continental O-300) engine was removed and the 
mounts sent for testing and then repainted.

After paint was stripped, bare surfaces were bead blasted to 
remove all traces of  corrosion.

Kim’s approach is always to remove all fittings from the aircraft 
such that there is no masking off  required which is typical of  the 
automotive approach to refinishing. Aside from avoiding the risk 
of  overspray detracting from the finished job, this also ensures that 
all areas are able to be inspected and treated for corrosion which 
inevitably hides under such fittings. 

All reassembled surfaces were specially treated with corrosion 
proofing aviation systems. Kim also takes extra care to ensure that 
all rivets are seated both into and through coated surfaces such that 
laps and the surface underneath the rivet heads have all been treated 
with product. In addition, all internal surfaces were treated with 
Corrosion-X in compliance with the Cessna SIDs requirements.

This aircraft was to be painted using the Du Pont Aviation 
System, in part because the dominant colour in the scheme would 
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TALLON SYSTEMS, who produce 
elegant mounting systems for just about 
everything from iPads to Cup holders, 
has recently released a new Mini Socket 
and USB Mount that opens up numerous 
new options for aviators and for mariners 
utilising iOS devices for navigation and 
communications support in the cockpit. 
The new Mini Socket is only 25 mm 
wide and utilises Tallon’s patented flush 
cantilever technology for mounting 
accessories. Once attached, the Mini Socket 
is as strong as the coaming or dash it is 
fitted into. Tallon has also launched a 5.5v 
USB 2A socket – meaning everything from 
iPads and tablets to iPhones and navigation 
devices can be mounted securely and 
cleanly and charged at the same time.  

Simultaneousely, the company has 
teamed with award-winning US GPS 
manufacturer Bad Elf  to offer Bad Elf ’s 
GPS Pro compact GPS receiver with a 
Tallon mounting solution for easy use with 
iOS devices in aircraft, boats, and vehicles. 
The GPS Pro is a water resistant, handheld 
Apple-approved accessory that uses 
Bluetooth to wirelessly connect up to five 
users of  an iPod touch, iPhone or iPad to 
share real-time, direct satellite GPS data for 
display on digital charts and a wide range 
of  compatible aviation, marine and vehicle 
apps via satellite – anywhere in the world.

The Bad Elf  GPS does not rely on 
cell tower assistance to achieve a lock or 
to determine position. Instead, the unit 
includes a high performance satellite 
receiver and antenna that receive data 
directly from GPS satellites. Locking on to 
up to 15 satellites, a Bad Elf  unit supplies 
GPS data up to 10 times a second that can 
be accurate to within 2.5 meters - allowing 
users to improve their GPS lock beyond 
cell phone coverage areas. Bad Elf  GPS 
enables out of  range or non-3G hand held 
devices and is a significant enhancement on 
the performance of  the standard GPS sets 
supplied with most consumer electronic 
devices.

Wanaka based Tallon Systems first shot 
to prominence in 2007 after scooping 
a prestigious Innovation Award at the 
International Boat Builders Exhibition in 
Miami, Florida. In 2009 Tallon founder, 
Peter Marshall, won the Ernst and Young 
New Zealand Master Entrepreneur award. 

Tallon gained further recognition in 2011, 
receiving a Design Award from General 
Motors Vegas for the Most Innovative 
Chevrolet Accessory at the SEMA Show.  

Special Pro Pack Bundle Offer
The Tallon GPS Pro pack bundles 1 x 

Mini Socket mount, 1 x USB Socket and an 

New Tallon Mounting Solutions and GPS 
Enhancement for tablet and iOS devices

iPad Mini or iPhone holder along with the 
Bad Elf  GPS Pro. The entire pack costs 
just NZ$395 incl. GST.

For more information
For more information see the 

advertisement on this page or phone Tallon 
on 0800 825566. www.tallonsystems.com 

If you have a new product and want to tell everyone in the NZ aviation community - Contact KiwiFlyer today on 0800 KFLYER. 15
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be metallic silver, requiring a clear coat such that future cutting and 
polishing would not alter the paint’s appearance. Another reason 
for the Du Pont product selection in this case was the requirement 
to use paint to fill the bulk of  the hail damage present on many of  
the upper skins of  the aircraft. Du Pont offer an Epoxy Surfacer 
component to their system that was ideal for the task. This 
surfacing product was able to be sanded back to smooth within safe 
limitations for the product and without adding appreciable weight 
to the aircraft. The 4 stage process involved application of:

- Du Pont Corlar Corrosion Resistant Epoxy Primer
- Du Pont Epoxy Surfacer 
- Du Pont Polyurethane (aviation) Basecoat 
- Du Pont Polyurethane (aviation) Clearcoat

The paint scheme for EHA which is a reproduction of  the original, 
is of  a metallic silver base with cream and red stripes laid on and 
with lettering on the doors that is matched to and painted on as per 
Cessna’s factory new aircraft at the time.

Finished before Christmas 2012, EHA now lives at Hamilton 
and has enjoyed many flying hours since her immaculate restoration 
was completed.

For more information
If  you have a restoration project you would like to discuss with 

Pacific Aero Coatings, or would like Kim to source a project for you 
to become involved with, contact Kim on 07 574 2922, 
email: info@PacificAeroCoatings.com or visit 
www.pacificaerocoatings.com. As an aside, Kim painted your 
KiwiFlyer Editor’s own aircraft a couple of  years ago and as a 
particularly fussy customer myself, I couldn’t attest to his approach 
or workmanship more highly. Ed.

If your aircraft 
needs some care, we can 
help breathe new life into it.

www.pacificaerocoatings.com

Paint	Stripping  l  Corrosion Removal
Paint	Refinishing  l  Interior Refurbishment

Award Winning Fabric
Covering and Finish System

USA

We	use	and	supply	
Superflite	FAA	approved	
Aircraft Paint Systems

for fabric, metal 
and	composite	aircraft.

All to a better than new standard that 
you	will	be	proud	of	for	years	to	come.

  l  Fabric,	Metal	and	Composite
  l  Fixed	Wing	and	Helicopters
  l  Tiger	Moths	to	Corporate	Jets

Classic	Aircraft	Specialists
All Fabric services and restoration work undertaken

Material	suppliers	for	all	fabric	requirements

GEAR FOR AVIATORS:  Locally owned, Great service and the Best Deal.

Located	at	Classic	Flyers,	9	Jean	Batten	Drive,	Tauranga	Airport.	
P:	07	572	4000		E:	info@nzpilotshop.co.nz			www.nzpilotshop.co.nz

Ask for a quote today. Free postage on all orders over $179.

Bose  l
ICOM  l
Zaon  l
  ASA  l

Kannad  l
 Jeppesen		l
 Flightcom  l

    BeyerDynamic  l
  David Clark  l

Aircraft	Spruce  l
Lightspeed  l

  		Spidertracks  l
    Aviation Gifts  l
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contributed by Pauline Hickey

NZ Hot Air Balloon Record Set
Regular KiwiFlyer readers will likely 
recall the occasional hot air ballooning 
article in past issues contributed by 
Pauline Hickey from Hamilton. 
Pauline represented New Zealand 
at the world championships last year 
and has just recently set an FAI 
sanctioned record for ballooning in 
New Zealand. We asked her to share 
the adventure.

ON Tuesday 2nd April at 7:51am NZDT, 
I set off  from Hamilton Lake in my hot 
air balloon Sunrise ZK-RYZ to set the NZ 
Women’s Altitude Record for a Hot Air 
Balloon. 

After weeks of  planning, watching 
the weather, and having borrowed a FAI 
approved ‘Logger’ to have on board, 
and with the approved Official Observer 
present, we were airborne climbing at a rate 
of  550-700 feet per minute.

Accompanying me as co-pilot was my 
daughter Andrée who was recording the 
flight details for altitude, temperature and 
time, as well as watching our location and 
taking photos. We could see from coast to 
coast and beyond. Our view included both 
the Tasman Sea and Pacific Ocean. To the 
south we could see the Waikato River for 
many miles, the Kinleith mill, Lake Taupo, 
the Central Plateau Mountains and Mount 
Taranaki. To the north was the Huntly 
power station and if  it hadn’t been for the 
mist and low cloud, Auckland.

Tuesday was chosen for its near perfect weather, clear skies and 
lack of  lateral wind movement.

An early morning phone call to Hamilton Tower confirmed 
the latest weather and forecast winds aloft, then with wind speed 
and direction looking good we proceeded to our launch spot of  
Hamilton Lake. Along the way we made our usual lookout checks 
for fog that may be developing and thankfully, there was none.

The flight for all intents and purposes 
started out the same as normal, with a 
phone call to the Tower to seek permission 
to enter their airspace and to advise our 
intent to go ahead with the altitude flight. 
The Controller on this morning was aware 
of  the altitude attempt and had already 
advised Christchurch that we are going 
ahead at this time.

I started out reporting to Hamilton 
Tower and then upon leaving their airspace 
switched to Christchurch Control for 
altitudes from 4,500ft up to our requested 
altitude.   

We were operating on an allocated 
squawk code, with Hamilton and 
Christchurch control keeping other air 
traffic away from Sunrise so that we 
could climb and descend uninterrupted 
through their airspace.  Initial planning had 
established a required ascent rate of  500-
600 feet per minute to achieve a total climb 
time of  about 22 minutes.

Although freezing level was forecast 
at 11,000 feet, Andrée noticed it starting to get cold around 9,000 
feet  and it was also very quiet at this altitude. Above 9,500 feet 
my glasses fogged up with the heat coming from the burner and I 
needed  to look away to clear them. As we approached and passed 
10,000 feet I was busy concentrating on the technical aspects of  
fuel, temperature and altitude. I actually didn’t get around to putting 
my jacket on.

Kiwi Flyer Achievement

Have you got an interesting aviation story that KiwiFlyer readers might enjoy?  Call us on 0800 535 937 and we’ll help you to share it. 17

The view downwards from 10,000 feet. To the lower right is the launch point by Hamilton Lake. Photo by Andrée Hickey.

Being so much cooler up there  we got more out of  the last burn 
than expected, then waited for the upward momentum to stop and 
then a minute or two for the balloon to cool off  enough to start the 
descent. While we were waiting Christchurch Control came on the 
radio – just checking that all was okay.

Having topped out at 11,409 feet we reported to Christchurch 
Control and started our descent which was planned to be at a rate 
of  600-800 feet per minute to make our descent in just under 20 
minutes. Lateral movement was minimal and we came back in to 
Hamilton Tower’s airspace towards the south of  the city in the 
Tamahere / airport area.

The rest of  the flight was spent looking for a good landing place. 
With the light southerly ground wind we travelled north over the 
river,  the State Highway and over the Matangi  area. Our landing 
was to be on Matangi Road some 40 minutes later where we were 
greeting by the Official Observer,  crew and an excited local family 
who had been following us for some time. Our landing place was 
only 7.5 kms away from our launch spot, an achievement in itself.

 We celebrated in the traditional way with a champagne breakfast 
at  our regular café .

The only task left to do was to complete the FAI forms for 
Aerostat Records and send them off.

Although this took longer than the flight itself, it was an 
interesting exercise completing the pages of  questions and copying 
the extra documents required to be sent away with the official 
forms which included the very important ‘Logger’ print out and 
calibration certificate.

Within 24 hours I had the reply from our FAI Secretary that 
my paper work was complete and my record claim of  11,409 feet 
accepted.                        Pauline Hickey, Hot Air Balloon Pilot

Lifting off for the record setting flight. Photo by Alan Cocklin.

Looking north, following the Waikato River towards 
Huntly and beyond. Photo by Andrée Hickey.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Pauline and Andrée from KiwiFlyer. Looking  

straight down from 10,000+ feet is quite an experience. Pauline had 
already been as high as 8,800 feet solo during flight requirements 
at the World Champs last year but Andrée’s highest flight was 
previously just 2,500 feet. Pauline says she was delighted that 
Andrée bravely agreed to share the flight without hesitation. Well 
done to both of  you.

Sunrise Sponsorship Opportunity
By the way, we know that Pauline is looking for a sponsor 

to help with the costs of  operating Sunrise. The balloon can 
accommodate a promotional banner of  approximately 12m x 6m - a 
flying billboard! If  you can help with that, get in touch with us and 
we’ll pass the information on. Email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz

Pauline (left) and Andrée reviewing checklists before the 
flight. At right, the initial ascent. Alan Cocklin photos.

ContaCt owen walker
Phone  09 295 1407     Fax  09 296 1728      Mobile  021 987 397
eMail:  owen.walker@aPaero.Co.nz
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contributed by Jill McCaw (images by John McCaw, Gavin Conroy & Geoff Soper)

Classic Fighters Omaka Airshow KiwiFlyer

Classic Fighters at Omaka
THE Classic Fighters Airshow at Omaka 
airfield in Blenheim is sheer good fun. 
18,000 plus people agree. The biennial 
show has been held at Easter every second 
year since 2001 and the numbers attending 
keep growing. What began as a two day 
show has stretched to nearly three days, 
with Friday’s ‘practice’ day a more relaxed, 
but equally spectacular flying day, capped 
off  by a ‘Twilight Display’ and concert. 

This airshow’s point of  difference is the 
large number and range of  WWI aircraft 
bumbling through the skies. With types like 
the Avro 504 that first flew in 1913 we had 
one hundred years of  military aviation on 
display. The sight of  up to a dozen of  WWI 
Allied and German aircraft ‘dogfighting’ 
over the field rather reminds me of  a bunch 
of  puppies playing in the sunshine. There is 
something delightful about the fizzt putt of  
their engines and the smell of  castor oil as 
the colourful biplanes and triplanes ‘battle’ 
against an autumn blue sky. With seven 
flying Fokker aircraft along with numerous 

British built biplanes in the display it must 
be one of  the greatest collection of  these 
old crowd pleasers in the world. Even with 
the pilots dressed in appropriate uniforms 
it takes a bit of  thought to remember that 
these were war machines and that with real 
guns these sorts of  fights were deadly. Most 
modern pilots would struggle to safely fly 
them. The WWI displays took place in the 
morning before the wind came up as these 
machines don’t cope with anything much 
above 15 knots. Just put yourself  in the 
cockpit for a moment. Imagine yourself  as 
an 18 year old with mere hours of  flight 
time and you’re about to fly over enemy 
lines and try to shoot down another aircraft 
not very different from your own. To do so 
you’re going to have to get close enough to 
see the other pilot’s face. Both of  you are 
sitting exposed and out in the open air in a 
craft made of  wood, fabric and glue. 

The Classic Fighters Airshow is all 
about saluting the men who went to war in 
aircraft. 

Follow that aircraft. The photographers had a great few days out.

Dogfights between WWI aircraft are a feature of Classic Fighters. 
A Sopwith F.1 Camel and Fokker D. VII battle it out.

(left) Fokker D. VII   (right) Fokker DR. 1s. Many German aircraft were brightly coloured and personalised.

(left) Sopwith Pup. (above top) Fokker DR.1 
Triplane. Notice the stopped prop, on glide 

approach after an engine seizure! 
(centre) British versus German aircraft battle for 

supremacy. (lower) The Bristol Fighter F.2b.
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KANNAD 406 MHz ELTs and PLBs

www.aviationsafety.co.nz

Phone 07 543 0075
Email: sales@aviationsafety.co.nz

KANNAD	406MHz	ELT	kits,	both	AF	Compact	
and	Integra	AF	and	AF-H	ex	stock	along	with	
all accessories.
Does your older Kannad XS3GPS PLB need 
a new battery this year?  Check it out!
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The WWII fighter aircraft are more familiar to most 
of  us. We’ve been seeing the Roaring Forties Harvards, 
various Spitfires, the Corsair, Kittyhawk and others at 
airshows around the country for some time. They are 
impressive though. The fabulous roar of  radial engines 
quickens the pulse of  all aircraft enthusiasts. The 
sound of  mass Harvards is exhilarating, reverberating 
through your whole body. Imagine what a squadron 
of  them sounded like. The Soviet Yakovlev Yak-52s 
group display was a highlight of  the show this year. 
First flying in 1976, many of  these Soviet primary 
trainer aircraft are relatively recently manufactured. 
The commentary for their display was effortlessly 
given by a Yak-52 pilot and owner of  one of  the 
planes who is no stranger to public speaking, TV 
weatherman Jim Hickey.

We were treated to displays by a wide range of  
WWII warbirds, again with some German aircraft, 
the Messerschmitt Bf  108 and Focke Wulf  FW-190 
(a Flugwerk reproduction) playing the baddies in the 
dogfights. These massed aircraft dog fights, both WWI 
and WWII were enhanced by re-enactors battling it 
out on the ground beneath the aerial battle, with guns 
and bombs and fireballs adding to the spectacle.

The presence of  re-enactors camping out on the 
airfield added to the atmosphere and fun of  the event, 
with bands and singers helping the punters get in the 
mood. Ground displays of  Classic Cars, trade tents 
and bouncy castles and rides meant there was plenty to 
look at when anyone got tired of  looking upwards.                 
              ...continued on page 24

Classic Fighters Omaka Airshow KiwiFlyer

The German Focke Wulf FW-190 flown by Frank Parker 
played the ‘baddie’ in the mock air battles. Manufactured by 
Flugwerk, this is a faithful reproduction of the original aircraft. 
This example was put into service by JEM Aviation here in 
New Zealand and is domiciled with them at Omaka. Jay 
McIntyre and his team at JEM Aviation were also responsible 
for an outstanding rebuild of the Yak-3 which flew in the 
airshow and is pictured above (see also KiwiFlyer Issue 24 
available for free download from our website).

 Everyone got into the fun of the authentic mock battles with ground troops in uniform and great props. 
It was nearly a shame to see the Natter blown up - in spectacular fashion.
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ARDMORE
HANGARAGE

Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport

20m x 5.5m Power Doors

Large Apron  

Sealed Taxiway

Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249

Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Avgas and Jet A1
Call George Hoskins
Phone 021 369 600
or VHF 133.1 MHz

Ardmore Sky Station
Ph/Fax: (09) 297 7188

Email: skystation@xtra.co.nz
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Classic Fighters Omaka Airshow

1. Graeme Frew in his immaculate Yak-3 that was restored by JEM Aviation at Omaka.  
2-3. The Harvards of the Roaring Forties Display Team are one of the staples of NZ airshows 
and along with the Yak-52s provided some great (and very noisy) formation aerobatic routines.
4-7. The Red Star Yak-52 Display team. Their members usually practise individually or in groups 
of two or three when they can get together, yet present a tight and spectacular massed display 
when flying in formations of up to eight aircraft at our major airshows.

Brendon Deere’s Supermarine Spitfire is 
always a crowd favourite.

Easily recognised by its wing shape (designed in part to keep the landing gear short and robust for 
carrier landings), New Zealand’s only Goodyear FG-1D Corsair was flown by Keith Skilling.

Curtis P-40 Kittyhawk flown by Liz Needham. This example has just 
celebrated its 70th birthday. See this issue of KiwiFlyer, page 10.

Aside from airshow routines, Doug Brooker’s Spitfire was kept very busy by 
paying passengers, happily ticking a Spitfire ride off their bucket list.

The Messerschmitt Bf 108 has flown many hours in NZ with its owner, 
Colin Montgomery using it regularly as his personal transport aircraft.

One of the best know American fighters, the P-51D Mustang.
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 ... from page 24
The Air Force also attended with 

the Kiwi Blue Parachute team, the Red 
Checkers and the Iroquois, NH90 and Sea 
Sprite (technically Navy) helicopters. Their 
Boeing 757-200, while unable to land, 
put on a good display. Sandwiched in the 
programme between the Air Force and the 
Yaks, a silent glider showed that precision 
flying does not have to be noisy. There 
was a huge range of  aircraft, including 
some civilian aerobatic displays and, at the 
opposite end of  the noise spectrum to 
the glider, the  Strikemaster and Venom 
jets - truly an airshow with something for 
everyone.

One of  the stars of  the show was the 
newly restored Avro Anson. Lovingly 
restored by husband and wife Bill and 
Robyn Reid and a large enthusiastic crew of  
helpers, the cabin is complete with period 
maps and working wireless radios that only 
transmit and receive in morse code. There 
were two gentlemen at the show who had 
actually flown in this particular aircraft and 
were delighted to see it back in the air.

On the Saturday night, TV One news 
suggested that the high numbers attending 
Classic Fighters was due to the popularity 
of  flight simulator games and people 
wanting to see the real thing in action. A 

The RNZAF was in full attendance at Omaka.  
1. Evening light provided some great photo 
opportunities. It won’t be long before our Air 
Force Iroquois’ are retired, we hope from service 
only and not airshows as well.   
2&3. The Navy’s Kaman SH-2G Seasprite 
helicopter demonstrated a winching task from the 
back of a moving truck.  4. The (big) new NH90 
was demonstrated to an appreciative crowd and 
we look forward to seeing these machines really 
put through their paces as experience on type 
accumulates.   5. Flying empty, the 757 was 
impressively fast and manoeuvrable.   
6. As always, the Red Checkers gave a polished 
display.  7. It was a delight on seeing them land 
to discover that one of the Kiwi Blue Parachute 
team was a woman.

8. Fast and really loud. The privately owned 
Strikemaster and Venom jets.  
9. Strikemaster joyrides thrilled a lucky few.
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Robinson R66  
Cargo Hook Kit 
now available

 
NZ STC kit

Approved load 1100lb

Utilises Onboard Systems 
keeperless hook

ANOTHER QUALITY PRODUCT FROM ROTOR & WING MAINTENANCE LTD
We	enhance	and	protect	your	asset.	Authorised	CorrosionX	Applicator					

Specialist	Cleaning	and	Valet	Services	for	all	sizes	of	Fixed	and	Rotary	
Wing	Aircraft	including	Leather	Care	and	Anti Corrosion Treatment. 

AGlaze	Superior	Protection	-	Exclusive	Aviation	Partner	in	New	Zealand

Contact Chris  021 262 2272           www.adnz.co.nz



random selection of  punters queried about 
this the next day thought this was the silliest 
thing they’d heard. They were there, they 
said, because: they liked aeroplanes, they 
liked classic aeroplanes, it seemed like a 
good thing to do on a holiday weekend, air 
shows were fun or, they liked taking photos 
of  aeroplanes. None of  the ten people I 
questioned mentioned video games.

Why are these events gaining in 
popularity? You could poll the entire crowd 
and not get a definitive answer but it seems 
that classic aircraft, and in fact any aircraft, 
displayed creatively (skilled piloting, speed 
and noise) are just good clean fun and a 
great weekend out. 

Our thanks to the team at Classic 
Fighters for putting on a great show. 

                    Jill McCaw

Ensure your business is promoted in the next issue of KiwiFlyer.  Email your requirements to editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz    2720 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 26 www.kiwiflyer.co.nzwww.kiwiflyer.co.nzKiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 2826
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Captions 1&4. Silent glider aerobatics 
proved that not all aircraft need an engine. 
Doug Hamilton displays the ASH 25 glider after 
releasing from his tow plane at 3000 feet.  
2. Bush modified Piper Cubs showed their 
suitability for landing in small strips.  
3. de Havilland DH.84 Dragon, another old 
beauty.  5. Nothing says “Antique flight” like a 
Tiger Moth.  6. Mustangs.  7. The DC3 was kept 
busy with passenger flights in between displays.  
8. Another fine old de Havilland aircraft - the 
Beaver, many of which are still in service today. 

(above) The Messerschmitt Bf 108 closes in on the Avro Anson (also pictured below) during a re-enactment of a famous event over Dunkirk when three Ansons 
were attacked by nine Me 109s. Surprisingly one of the Ansons managed to shoot down two of the enemy and damage another causing them all to retreat.
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Based in Alexandra and covering 
all the Southern Lakes area.

Seats and carpets for all aviation 
applications including
Microlights, GA, Helicopters
and Commercial.

All approved materials.

KiwiFlyer is a magazine for the New Zealand aviation 
community written by enthusiasts, for enthusiasts. 
Subscriptions cost just $25 for 6 issues. 
Visit our website for secure credit card payment, or post a 
cheque to: Kiwi Flyer Ltd., PO Box 72-841, Papakura 2244. 

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz 

Subscribe to KiwiFlyer today for just $25 (6 issues)

How much is your life/wife worth?

BRS Whole Aircraft Parachute distribution and service is now available in New Zealand from Leading 
Edge Aviation Ltd.  We are the only factory authorised repacking centre in the Southern Hemisphere.

Phone Bryn Lockie on 09 973 5119      Email: leadingedge@ParakaiAirfield.co.nz      www.brsaustralia.com

Now available for Cessna 172 and 182

ATTENTION:
FLIGHT SCHOOLS, AIR FORCE, COASTGUARD

PROTECT YOUR PEOPLE NOW
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contributed by Jill McCaw

Interesting People in Aviation: The Kiwi Flyer Interview KiwiFlyer

An Interview with Robyn Reid
Owner, with husband Bill, of a beautifully restored Avro Anson Mk 1.

THE STAR of  the Classic Fighters 
airshow was not really a fighter at all, but a 
beautifully restored 1936 Avro Anson Mk1. 
Owners Bill and Robyn Reid and a crew of  
enthusiasts have spent ten years attending 
to every painstaking detail to create an 
aircraft that is better than new. The cockpit 
is completed by authentic gear, from 
wireless radio sets for sending and receiving 
morse code to period maps. Entering the 
aircraft is like stepping back in time. For 
this issue’s Kiwi Flyer Interview, Jill McCaw 
spoke to Robyn Reid about the aircraft and 
the massive restoration project.

Robyn, thanks for speaking with us. We’ll 
start with some personal stuff. What is Bill’s 
background in aviation?

Bill was brought up around aircraft, 
particularly helicopters. He worked as duty 
boy at the Nelson Aero Club and for Peter 
Lacy sweeping hangar floors, then when he 
could afford it, got his fixed wing licence 

and then helicopter licence. He worked for 
James Aviation and a few other companies 
before he got a job with his father’s 
company Helicopters NZ. He worked 
all around New Zealand, then overseas 
including Hong Kong, England and New 
Guinea. In 1983 we started our own 
business, Nelson Helicopters which we sold 
in 2002. Since then he has been flying for 
a private owner and filling in for son Toby 
who owns Reid Helicopters Nelson Ltd.

What is your own background?
We started our business in 1983 and I 

got involved running the business while 
Bill flew. I got involved in the politics of  
the industry during the 1990s becoming 
president of  the Helicopter Div of  the 
AIA and working with CAA on different 
projects. I have sat on the CAA and 
Aviation Security Boards 2004 – 2007 
and was inaugural chair of  the Top of  the 
South Aviation Sector Group.

The Anson is absolutely beautiful; perfect inside 
and out. What on earth made you embark on 
a project like this and did you know what was 
involved when you started?

When we sold the business we wanted 
to have a project to keep us busy. Bill had 
owned a Tiger Moth when we got together 
and he was keen to get another vintage 
aircraft.

We chose the Anson as it had a good 
history; however we definitely never dreamt 
that it would take ten years. Three to four 
years was our original thought. When we 
saw her sad and lonely at the Wangaratta 
Air World Museum she almost begged 
us to take her home. We fell in love with 
her then and she is now everything she 
promised to be.

Ten years. That’s a long time. 
Yes ten years from the time we bought 

her to the time she went in the air. There 
was a lot to do in terms of  the physical 
work but there was also a lot to do in 
terms of  research and obtaining drawings, 
publications and documents. We had to 
research why things were changed during 
the service time and what would be best to 
keep her authentic but safe.

Where did the aircraft come from? What is its 
history?

We purchased her from Wangaratta in 
Australia where the council was closing 
down their Air World museum and selling 
off  the aircraft. Designated MH-120, she 
was manufactured at the Avro factory in 
Yeadon, England in the fourth production 
of  Anson MKI’s in 1943. MH-120 was 
then shipped to Australia to the Royal 
Australian Air Force. She’d been in private 
ownership since the ‘50s. In the ‘60s all the 
wooden winged Ansons in Australia were 
grounded owing to glue failures. MH-
120 was subsequently overhauled in 1963 

incorporating Avro Mods 703 and 704 which was the series II all 
metal wing and tail plane, sourced from RAAF spares stock. It was 
deregistered in 1974, but re-registered ten years later as VH-BAF. It 
flew until the mid 1990s and ended up with 2652 hours.

The aircraft was purchased by us, RR Aviation Ltd of  Nelson, in 
May 2002 and arrived in its new hangar in Wakefield, New Zealand 
in February 2003, having spent 6 months in a hangar at Nelson 
Airport when it first arrived in off  the ship in Nelson in September  
of  2002.

What were Anson’s original used for? You’ve kitted this one out as a bomber 
but people tell me this is unusual. Was this one originally a bomber or was that 
done in the restoration? 

The original Ansons were produced to be bombers – the 
markings of  MH120 are that of  a coastal command aircraft.

The Avro 652 was originally produced as a small high-speed 
airliner for Imperial Airways in 1934. Two were built, and primarily 
flew the Croydon to Brindisi route. The same year, Avro was asked 
by the Air Ministry to produce a design for a coastal reconnaissance 
bomber aircraft. The Avro 652A, or Anson, was the result. The 
prototype flew on March 24, 1935, and the first production 
model on December 31, 1935. It was the RAF’s first retractable 
monoplane and thus represented the height of  aviation technology. 
Initially it was employed as a coastal reconnaissance bomber on anti 
submarine and convoy protection duties. By the start of  the war in 
September 1939 Coastal Command had over 300 Ansons in front 
line service, being their most prolific type. They continued to serve 
in this role until 1941 when the Lockheed Hudson had largely taken 
over the land-based anti submarine and convoy protection role. 

The Ansons carried out reconnaissance and air-sea rescue 
operations, arguably well past their use by date. They were then 
chosen as one of  the standard trainers for the Commonwealth 
Air Training Plan. Thousands more were made for multi-engine 
conversion, air gunner, bomb-aimer, wireless operator, and 
navigator training. Eventually the aircraft served in every Command 
of  the RAF, plus the Air Transport Auxiliary, and went on to 
continued production post-war. The Avro factory in the 1950s 
was concurrently making Ansons and Vulcans – two very different 
bomber concepts just twenty years apart. Ansons operated post 
war in many countries in both civil and military roles, the last RAF 
example retiring in 1967.

Why did you choose this aircraft to restore, and not a ‘sexy’ fighter instead? 
We don’t know – she chose us. The type has amazing history. 

And, with nearly 12,000 Ansons having been built there was no 
Mk 1 flying.

We’ve seen a report saying at least 100 people helped with the rebuild. Tell us 
about some of  the stars of  the job. 

Well known restorer and engineer Ron Lee provided invaluable 
help by selling us another Anson, N1334 that he had been working 
on part-time for many years, that was kitted out with a lot of  
equipment and a original sloping glass windscreen

Our son Toby did an excellent job at restoring an Armstrong 
Whitworth AW.38 gun turret cobbled together from five examples 
sourced from the Air Force Museum in Wigram but fitting it proved 
difficult. The sheet metal work that forms the water draining bath 
that it sits in was a specialist job. Although the drawings for this 
had been sourced they were difficult to follow. Master metal shaper 
Grant Wahrlich came to the rescue and the turret now installed 

If you know someone you would like to see on the Kiwi Flyer Interview page then let us know about them and we’ll try to arrange it. 29www.kiwiflyer.co.nzKiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 2828

Bill and Robyn Reid’s restored Avro Anson was a star attraction at the Classic Fighters Omaka Airshow.

LEFT: Flares, tucked in behind the pilot’s seat, were fired from a gun when needed for communication with the control tower.  
CENTRE: .303 machine gun.  RIGHT: Aubrey Coote (ex RAAF Flt Sgt) on the left, did his navigator training in this particular Anson. He had his log book to 

prove it and was delighted to have a chance to see her again. He reminisces with Bill Reid.

helicopter maintenance limited

celebrating 30 years of maintaining working helicopters

Phone Roger at HELISPECS
on 027 498 2812 to discuss

all your helicopter requirements
or email: heli.specs@hotmail.com

HELISPRAY  by  HELISPECS
the originator of the carbon fibre boom concept

R44 BAGGAGE PODS by HELISPECS

l 220 litres capacity per pod 
l Light weight - each pod only 
weighs 14kg l 250lb structural 
load per pod l Vented for 
animal carriage l Removable 
drain bung for cleaning l 
Simple 30 second installation 
or removal l Elegant design 
and excellent functionality

HELIPOWER  by  HELISPECS
Battery Installation for Bell 206, AS350, MD369C,D,E,F,530F,600N

l Maintenance free sealed lead acid batteries 
l Light weight - 15lb saving over conventional lead acid battery 

l 16 amp hours (typical NiCad is only 13 amp hours l Improved starting 
l Initial installation $1800+gst  l Replacement batteries $700+gst

HELISPECS

for AS350 B2, B3, 
and Super C
l 1000 litre capacity with 
room for foaming l Belly 
tank incorporating simple one 
person installation and removal 
l Forward mounted carbon 
fibre booms l Optional light 
weight carbon fibre tank 
l Single boom isolation option 
l Accurate, pressure operated 
contents gauge in pilot’s 
console l Dump doors open 
and close from pilot’s controls 
for fire fighting and partial 
load dumps l Designed by 
Operators for Operators 
l Competitively priced 
l Buy NZ made

l Lightweight, 72kg with 4hp 
Honda l Low mass oscillation 
absorbing carbon fibre booms 
l All stainless / carbon fibre 
construction means zero 
corrosion l Fast and simple 
installation and removal 
l Single boom isolation option

for Robinson R44

l Eliminates twisting loads l Increased skid 
clearance  l Telescoping handle

R44 GROUND 
HANDLING WHEELS



looks great, complete with its Scarff  ring 
and Lewis gun.  He was also the master for 
many other sheet metal fittings.

Electrical ‘genius’ Greg Wright, a former 
Qantas engineering manager from Brisbane 
completely rewired the aircraft.  Because 
the Anson has so much exposed wiring 
in the cabin, it was critical to the finished 
product that this be done neatly and to the 
drawings.  Greg has done an outstanding 
job, but considering that both his parents 
had worked on Ansons, maintaining them 
during the war, it is perhaps to be expected.

The late Cyril Whale was definitely a star 

as he was responsible for all the electrics.  
He passed away last year but fortunately 
after he had seen the Anson fly. Dan Frew 
spent many weekends here working on 
the plumbing and welding. Bradley Parkes 
and Scott Tudor began with us as Gateway 
Students from Waimea College. Bradley is 
now a highly qualified engineer and Scott is 
half  way through his apprenticeship.

We especially are grateful to Pete Lacy 
and Mike Cole, our two chief  engineers 
who have overseen the project from the 
start, and Martin, Bill’s brother who shifted 
back to Nelson in 2006 and has helped out 
since then. Two volunteers that deserve 
special mention are Dave Frost and John 
Reid who faithfully came out once a week 
since 2003 to work on the woodwork and 
general help.

Other stars include the boys at the 
RNZAF Museum in Wigram who helped 
in so many ways. Being able to source the 
original drawings from them was critical.

There really have been nearly 100 people 
involved over the ten years, some helping 
physically, some providing vital parts and 
some who gave us vital contacts so that 
we could source those rare parts.  We 
appreciate so very much all of  the people 
that gave so generously to the project. 

KEEPING aircraft clean, especially in a commercial or training 
environment can be chore, but is essential for airframe and paint 
longevity, corrosion protection, and the image the operation 
presents to paying customers. Even private owners who may well 
enjoy lavishing care on their pride and joy will often struggle to find 
the time to get all the grime off  or do the job quite as well as they 
might wish to.

An option that is becoming 
more popular is to entrust 
this aspect of  aircraft care to 
professional detailers using 
aviation specific cleaning and 
paint protection products. Put 
in the context of  overall aircraft 
ownership expenses, such services 
can be quite cost effective by 
not only reducing long term 
maintenance outlays, but also 
in the upkeep of  an as-new 
appearance to the aircraft which 
will enhance value when the time 
comes for sale or upgrading.

Aircraft Detailing NZ
Aircraft Detailing NZ are 

just such a company and are the 
exclusive New Zealand applicators 
for AGlaze aviation products 
which are used by numerous 
airlines, EMS, commercial and 
private aircraft operators around 
the world. Company owner 
Chris Auret explains that AGlaze 
Surface Sealant is much more than a traditional ‘polish’; “As the 
AGlaze sealant cures, it bonds to the paint substrate creating an 
ultra-thin, uniform layer of  protection. This smooth finish no 
longer provides a ‘key’ for dirt particles to stick to and is much 
more water repellent, as well as being proven in wind tunnels 
to offer less drag in the air even on new and unweathered paint 
finishes. The sealant also contains special compounds to prevent 
UV damage (and therefore fading) to the treated surface.” Chris 
explains that the sealant which is neither a polish nor a wax, is 
completely safe on all plastics, rubber, chrome and stainless steel 
and does not leave behind any white marks or dust. He says 
“AGlaze also extends paint life and makes it much easier to clean 
and more resistant to a wide range of  pollutants – once the glaze 
has been applied, insects, bird droppings, and other contaminants 
can simply be wiped off  with a damp cloth.”

One customer who is convinced of  these claims is the Northern 
Emergency Services Trust (NEST), based at Whangarei. Dean 
Voelkerling, NEST Operations Manager, admits that the team there 
had some initial skepticism based on the product sounding a little 
too good to be true. He says it turns out that the claims were true 
and that “the improvement in ease of  cleaning the aircraft after 
AGlaze was applied is outstanding.” Dean says he had met Chris 
about six months prior when he was working on another aircraft at 
Whangarei and had also seen some of  the North Shore Helicopters 
fleet looking great after Chris had worked on them - so NEST 

Keeping Aircraft Clean with AGlaze
followed suit. Chris and his team including AGlaze importer Tom 
Mueller spent a day on NEST’s HeliMed 1 about four months 
ago. Dean says they scrubbed it inside and out, rejuvenated the 
paintwork and then applied AGlaze. 

For the NEST team who had previously been using standard 
automotive cleaning products, the result was a great success. Dean 

says that “In the past it was a real 
drama to get grime off  the tail 
boom and tail rotor blades which 
were always black and sooty. The 
tail rotor in particular always 
looked dirty and marked – and it 
came up looking like brand new. 
Nothing sticks to AGlaze and it’s 
so much easier to keep clean.” 

Since then, Chris and Tom 
have returned to NEST and 
repeated the process on HeliMed 
2. NEST’s third helicopter will 
soon be treated as well.

The AGlaze Product Range
More than 20 additional 

AGlaze products are available, 
covering the full detailing 
spectrum from leather, vinyl 
and fabric cleaners, plexiglass 
restoration and cleaning, 
alumininium, chrome and stainless 
cleaner/polishes, through to a 
silver ion based, non-allergenic air 
purifier that eliminates smells and 
bacteria.

Tom and Chris also cleaned the interior of  NEST’s HeliMed 
1 and 2 aircraft as well as polishing all of  the Perspex. Dean was 
just as impressed with this as with the paintwork, saying that “all 
the colour came back to the leather which looked clean before but 
looks new now” and that “pretty much all the scratches are gone 
from the perspex and we haven’t noticed any resulting distortion 
which can often be the case when screens are polished.”

AGlaze DIY
If  the thought of  using AGlaze products appeals but you 

still want to apply it yourself  then this is an option too. Do-it-
yourself  AGlaze kits are available, consisting of  aviation shampoo, 
preparation products, sealant, application cloths and instructions. 
One application will typically last a minimum of  12 months on 
frequently used aircraft.

For more information
Chris Auret (who has a professional background as an aircraft 

engineer) and his team at ADNZ offer the full spectrum of  exterior 
and interior aircraft care with AGlaze products in Auckland, North 
Shore, Ardmore, Hamilton and Napier. Aircraft Detailing NZ are 
also authorised CorrosionX applicators. Contact Chris on 
021 262 2272 or visit www.adnz.co.nz    More information on the 
range of  AGlaze aviation products is available from Tom Mueller 
on 09 438 8800 or visit www.aglaze.co.nz

 L to R: Tom Mueller polishes $40,000 worth of perspex. Rotor blades 
looking like new again. Leather seat with centre panel cleaned.

One of NEST’s three Sikorsky S-76 helicopters looking particularly shiny 
after an application of AGlaze sealant by the Aircraft Detailing NZ team.
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The Radio Operator’s post.

The cockpit would have looked like this
when the aircraft was new.

Your ability to survive an emergency situation comes down to the type and effectiveness of the 
training you receive beforehand.

Blue	Water	Survival	Ltd	specialises	in	emergency	crew	and	passenger	training	including:
•   Helicopter Underwater Escape Training (HUET) 

•   Emergency Breathing Systems (EBS) 
•   Aircraft ditching drills for fixed wing operators 

•   Sea survival training for flight crews, and 
•   Environmental / Wilderness survival training

Key	Features	of	our	training	delivery	include:
•   Realistic training programmes developed to meet user requirements.

•   Specifically trained, experienced and qualified survival staff.
•   Technologically advanced custom built egress simulator.

Neil	Dodds	(Pilot/Base	Manager)	Eastland	Rescue	Helicopter	Service
“To say that I was nervous about attending another HUET course would be a massive understatement after having a 
not so good experience in a previous course. I now have to say that I have been introduced to the most professional 
underwater escape experience you could hope for. “ The team at Bluewater Survival are at the top of the game”. From 
the simulator to the crew to the briefing right down to the rescue dive staff! I went from not wanting to do this course to 
really enjoying it and keen to go through it again. I have done similar courses in other parts of our globe and these guys 
have taken it to a new level. Guys, don’t change a thing. You have a winning formula. Bloody awesome and thanks.”

For more information or to enquire about our training programmes, contact us today: 
Brad 027 2583 426 or Tim 027 4962 500.  Email: brad@bluewatersurvival.co.nz 
Blue Water Survival Ltd., PO Box 1739, Palmerston North.                                 www.bluewatersurvival.co.nz

You’ve gone to a lot of  trouble fitting the aircraft 
out authentically. I particularly liked the period 
instruments, even if  no wireless morse code is likely 
to be received by the Anson’s wireless radio. 

We wanted everything to be authentic 
so we went about gathering everything 
possible that would have been in the 
aircraft at the time it was built and 
operational. This included climbing through 
sheds all over England and Australia and re-
making some items from drawings we have. 
Bill’s brother Martin worked painstakingly 
on a lot of  the detail inside the cabin.

What is the story with the retractable 
undercarriage? 

We have fitted MH120 with a hydraulic 
undercarriage in the interests of  safety. The 
original would have taken 140 turns to raise 
and lower, and would have been hard work.

Would you do it again? 
No but we would not have missed the 

experience.  I don’t think we would  take on 
such a large project again, but we do have 
three other Anson fuselages, a Hudson, 
a Bell 47 and a Sikorsky helicopter shell 
sitting in the shed. I think for now we will 
just enjoy flying the Anson.



Doug Brooker climbing out for another outstanding display in his MX2 at Classic Fighters Omaka.      Photograph by Geoff Soper. KiwiFlyer   
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Aviation Industry Conference Week
Dunedin  .  17th to 21st June 2013

AIA Aviation Industry Conference Week Supplement

WE HEAD to the deep south for this 
year’s industry conference week with the 
beautifully remodeled Dunedin Town Hall 
as our venue and the backdrop of  being 
able to network at some of  New Zealand’s 
finest venues. 

Each year we consider it our real 
privilege to be able to showcase 
developments in aviation. This is even 
more so because Dunedin has become one 
of  our major hubs for IT development and 
‘apps’. In fact the Helicopter community 
have a part of  their programme looking at 
swapping stories on “apps” that make the 
difference to their businesses – a first for 
this sector.   

We’ve been talking a lot this year 
about “Aviation is in our DNA” and our 
own double helix – safety and growth. 
Throughout the week we will be running 
the ‘double helix’ theme. We can only 
grow our sector strongly if  we continue 
to protect and enhance our safety 
performance. You might have noticed 
we’ve copped a bit of  flak over AIRCARE. 
This strategy is based around the ‘double 
helix’ vision that safety and growth are 
intertwined – this is our DNA and this is 
our world.

When we say “this is our DNA” we 
truly mean it with all aspects of  the 
industry coming together at one week-

Welcome Message from the CEO

long event. Whether it be fixed or rotary 
wing, GA or airlines, engineer or pilot, 
there is something there for you this year 
and what’s even more pleasing is if  you 
attended last years event in Rotorua, then 
we’ll recognise your loyalty and hold the 
attendance price at last years rate. 

This year we have even greater 
engagement and participation from across 
the aviation community lead by the Hon. 
Michael Woodhouse Associate Minister 
of  Transport, the Secretary of  Transport 
Martin Matthews, DCA Graeme Harris 
and Mark Hughes the General Manager 
of  CAA responsible for most operational 
matters, plus a large contingent from CAA.

These people are coming to conference 
not simply to exchange ideas but rather 
to get to understand what’s in our DNA, 
what is the make up of  our industry and its 
personalities.

Many of  our guests are attracted by 
the international growth and business 
programmes we now run as an integral 
part of  the week. Whether it be up to date 
knowledge on the key markets of  India, 
China or Indonesia or the latest trends in 
the use of  the social media, we will have an 
excellent line up of  presenters.

The conference week runs from mid-
day Monday June 17th when NZAAA 
commence, to mid-day Friday June 21st. 

Industry streams for engineers, helicopter, 
fixed wing and airlines commence mid-day 
June 18th and EMS runs from 0900 to 
1500hrs on Thursday 20th.

Conference week is also an opportunity 
to network with the fabulous venues of  
Larnach Castle being used for the AIA 
dinner and the remodelled Town Hall for 
NZAAA. Both these dinners are black 
tie with a special bias towards Dunedin 
Scottish heritage and of  course the kilt. 
Monday evening’s event is at the Scenic 
Circle Southern Cross with a real casino 
theme and on Wednesday night we go a bit 
more traditional with a night in Tuscany.

A new event this year is our Aviation 
Careers Expo. We need more people and 
younger people entering our industry 
and it’s just such an exciting place to be 
with carrier openings and opportunities 
predicted to be aplenty over the next 
five years. With our sector growing at a 
conservative 5.5% per annum this translates 
into around 800 new jobs per annum. The 
big question is where are they going to 
come from? In conjunction with ServiceIQ 
our ITO and the RNZAF we hope to make 
the careers expo a permanent feature of  
what we do. The expo will start small with a 
morning event on the Friday from 
0900-1300.

This is our world – this is our DNA.
Welcome to the 2013 conference week: 
Dunedin Town Hall June 17th-21st.  

               Irene King, AIA Chief  Executive.            
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5 Great Reasons to attend
Aviation Industry Conference Week

Networking 
Meeting the key stakeholders in person is the reason why so many are 
attracted to conference week. There’s nothing like putting a “face to a 
name” or having the opportunity to speak to and engage in dialogue 
with the decision makers. And what’s said at conference – doesn’t 
stay at conference. It becomes part of the framework both the industry 
regulators and government work to. We know that simply because of 
what has been achieved post our Rotorua conference.

Civil Aviation Act revamp
So you don’t think that the Act is that important? Just ask someone 
whose license has been suspended, or who can’t obtain a delegation or 
can’t get a perceived injustice before the District Court for 3 years. They 
will tell you how important the Act is – it is the backbone of our DNA. And 
we believe it’s served us pretty well but now after about three and a half 
decades it’s going in for its big health check. Conference will be the first 
roll-out of a quite extensive consultative process with industry and other 
stakeholders in the development of the overhaul. We’re not expecting 
radical stuff but subtle tweakings which make the system work better.  
   
New Rule making procedures 
Oh no you say; we’ve just got used to the glacial pace of change and 
along comes a new proposal to speed up rule making. Everyone in 
industry is going to have to understand how it’s going to work because 
our environment is moving much more to the “velvet glove / iron fist” 
approach. Rules are unlikely to be the first line of defence but rather 
issues could be dealt with under a variety of strategies ranging from self 
regulation, co-regulation, to personal responsibility and accountability. 
Not only is our world speeding up, it’s also taking on a different shape.  

Risk profiling – debrief and workshop
If you’re an Ag. Operator, this is it. You’ve spoken individually or 
collectively to the CAA / Aerosafe Risk Management team but now it’s 
“rubber hits the road” time. What safety mitigations are you going to 
own. What are we as an industry going to own? What are we collectively 
going to own with the Government and what’s Government going to 
own? These questions can only be answered if you attend conference. 
If you don’t then you’re abrogating your responsibilities as a member of 
the agricultural aviation community. This is it and it’s your future. There’s 
a separate briefing for the fixed wing sector as it’s likely you’ll be the 
next cab off the rank.      

Fixed wing – the five most wanted ! 
For the first time CAA rolls out its thoughts on the five most wanted. The 
quality of CAA data is improving but the key thing is that it’s being shared 
and analysed from a risk perspective. Again this will craft the safety 
strategies for the whole fixed wing community over the years ahead. 
CAA want to workshop with you and it is now time that you delivered 
and had your say. Our new world is about collective responsibility and 
collaboration. An accident in one part of the industry impacts on our 
reputation and our brand is inextricably linked to brand “New Zealand”.
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75 Ingram Road, Hamilton Airport
P: 07 843 0392    F: 07 843 7059   

E: info@aviationpaintingservices.co.nz   
www.aviationpaintingservices.co.nz

! LOOK ! 
Fly in and fly out 

‘cut & polish’ service 
with paint match and 

touch ups, all from 
$250+GST for 
small aircraft.

Aircraft and 
Component 

Painting Services
Part 145 certified

Our entire facility is only 18 
months old and was built 

to incorporate all of the 
latest refinishing processes 
and technology. You can be 

assured that our work is very 
efficient and cost-effective. 
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Keynote Speakers
Andrew Morrison 
Southland / Otago Sheep, Beef  and Deer Farmer   
Federated Farmers Southland Meat and Fibre Chairman

Andrew and his wife Lisa farm a 250ha intensive sheep breeding 
and finishing operation in the Eastern Southland area just north of  
Gore. They also farm an extensive 600 ha property in the Kuriwao 
gorge area of  South Otago. This property involves Sheep, Beef  and 
Deer breeding and some finishing. 

He is currently involved with Environment Southland in its 
Land and Water 20/20 project. This is a working group involved in 
water quality issues in Southland and advising going forth into the 
nutrient management / load limit allocation discussions.

Andrew is also a Director of  Ballance Agri Nutrients and Ovis 
Management Ltd as well as a Lincoln College Farms Committee 
member.

Rob Davison 
Executive Director Economic Service, Beef+Lamb NZ

Rob has 39 years of  experience working in agricultural 
economics, policy and micro (farm) economics, forecasting farm 
sector output that includes meat slaughter numbers and production, 
farm management, farm survey and analysis, public speaking and 
project result presentation.

Much of  the above activity is linked to the operation of  the 
Economic Service’s Survey of  sheep and beef  farms that covers 
physical inputs livestock, production, revenue, expenditure and the 
financial structure of  farms.

The Survey for 62 years has provided the independent base of  
farm information for Economic Service forecasts of  aggregate 
production and the factors associated with farm productivity and 
profitability.

Gordon Anderson 
Senior Consultant at SafeStart, A Division of  Electrolab

Gordon is a professional engineer with an operational 
background. His experience spans manufacturing, marine 
engineering (sea-going), and public safety controls, working as 
both an operator and certifier of  dangerous plant. More recently, 
Gordon has worked as a senior health and safety auditor for several 
international certification bodies and for the ACC as well as a safety 
consultant. Gordon noticed that many companies who had very 
well established safety management systems still had a residual 
level of  human error type accidents and decided to try and make 
a difference in this regard. He now specialises in human error 
reduction techniques aimed at addressing this issue.

Adrienne Olson 
Adroite Communications

Adrienne has more than 20 years’ experience in communications, 
public relations and business development. Adrienne’s expertise 
lies in strategic communications planning and implementation; 
reputation, crisis and issues management and events management. 
Adrienne has been a trustee of  the Halberg Disability Sport 
Foundation since 2000 and is a member of  the Trust’s grants 
committee. She volunteers for the Royal NZ Foundation of  the 
Blind and Parafed. She has managed highly profitable fundraising 
projects and events for a number of  community organisations. 

Geraint Bermingham  BEng (Hons), PGDip, CPEng, MIPENZ, MNZS4RM 

Chair of  NZ Society for Risk Management
Geraint has about 30 years of  formal risk and safety 

management experience across many high-threat sectors including 
aviation, marine, and nuclear. This has been in operational and 
management roles as well as consulting to private and government 
organisations. He is a long-standing member of  the committee 
responsible for the development of  AS/NZS4360 (Risk 
Management) and was the New Zealand representative on the 
committee that developed the first global risk management standard 
ISO31000. Geraint is the current Chair of  the NZ Society for Risk 
Management having been elected to this position in early 2011.

Kevin Ward
Chief  Executive, NZ Airports

Kevin joined the New Zealand Airports Association (NZ 
Airports) after seven years as an independent consultant specialising 
in policy and strategy development, and safety regulation. He was 
previously the Chief  Executive of  the Civil Aviation Authority for 
nine years, and the General Manager of  the Maritime Transport 
Division of  the Ministry of  Transport. He holds a Masters degree 
in Geography and is a Fellow of  the Chartered Institute of  
Logistics and Transport.

Martin Matthews
Secretary for Transport
Chief  Executive of  the Ministry of  Transport

Martin has held this position since September 2008. The 
Ministry’s purpose is to ensure our transport system helps New 
Zealand thrive. It does so by providing the government impartial, 
expert advice on all facets of  the transport system. The Ministry is a 
team of  approximately 150 people advising on policy and regulatory 
settings, and revenue and expenditure of  over $4 billion p.a. It also 
advises on the governance, funding and performance of  the New 
Zealand Transport Agency, Civil Aviation Authority, Maritime New 
Zealand and the Transport Accident Investigation Commission. 

Mark Hughes
GM Operations and Airworthiness, NZCAA

The Operations and Airworthiness Group of  CAA was formed 
in 2012 by combining the previous Air Transport and General 
Aviation Groups. Mark has been a GM with the CAA since early 
2008. Prior to this he was the Director of  Flight Operators for 
a large airline in Canada. He is an experienced pilot, instructor, 
and flight examiner. Mark is an enthusiastic proponent for Safety 
Management Systems (SMS), having experienced the benefits first 
hand during his time in industry. He has strong connections to New 
Zealand, both personal and professional, including five years as a 
pilot with the RNZAF.  

Andrew Little 
Shadow Spokesperson, Justice and Tourism

Andrew was born in New Plymouth and has stayed connected 
there through family, work and a recent stint as a councillor of  the 
local polytech, WITT. He left New Plymouth to train as a lawyer 
and was head of  New Zealand’s largest private sector union, the 
EPMU, for 11 years managing more than 100 specialist, field and 
other personnel. At that time he had a strong engagement in a 
number of  aspects of  the aviation industry. Presently he is the 
shadow spokesperson Justice and Tourism and will be addressing 
the conference on the matter of  ‘Corporate Manslaughter’.

David York
VP Regulations and International Affairs, HAI

Dave is Vice President of  Regulations and International Affairs 
and Coordinator of  the Helicopter Association International’s 
Affiliate Program. Prior to joining HAI, he spent 25 years as a 
professional staff  member for several U.S. Congressmen, in a 
variety of  capacities ranging from speech writer and legislative 
director to Chief  of  Staff  for U.S. Senator and Baseball Hall of  
Famer, Jim Bunning of  Kentucky. Prior to that stint with the U.S. 
Congress, Dave was a Captain and helicopter pilot in the United 
States Marine Corps. 

Since joining HAI, he has served on a variety of  rulemaking 
and advisory committees such as the Aeronautical Frequency 
Committee (AFC), Aviation Rulemaking Advisory Committee 
(ARAC), EXCOM, Air Traffic Procedures Advisory Committee 
(ATPAC), Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (sUAS) ARC, and the 
ARAC Rulemaking Prioritisation Working Group (RPWG).

In his role as Vice President of  International Affairs, Dave 
coordinates the activities of  the International Federation of  
Helicopter Association’s in a variety of  Panels and Working Groups 
at the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).

Peter Smyth 
Programme Leader - Aviation, NZ Trade & Enterprise

Peter is a Hamilton-based New Zealand Trade and Enterprise 
(NZTE) Sector Manager with special responsibility for the General 
Aviation Industry. New Zealand Trade and Enterprise is the New 
Zealand Government’s economic development agency.

Prior to joining NZTE, he worked in the aviation industry and 
also has recent international commercialisation experience. He 
is an experienced Director and member of  the NZ Institute of  
Directors. Peter trained as a professional engineer and was awarded 
the 1995 ECNZ Rutherford Award.

Dr. Ir. Ron McDowall ONZM
Associate, Morphum Environmental

Ron McDowall joined the University of  Auckland in 1997 
as the Director of  the International Centre for Sustainability 
Engineering and Research located in the Faculty of  Engineering. 
He has a conjoint BBS/BSc in Physics and Business management 
from Massey University and a PhD in economics from Waikato 
University. In addition he is a Chartered Professional Engineer  and 
a member of  the International Professional Engineers register. 
He is a Fellow of  the New Zealand Institute of  Management 
(F.NZIM), a Fellow of  the Institution of  Professional Engineers 
New Zealand (F.IPENZ) and a professional member of  the Royal 
Society. Ron is currently a Board member of  IPENZ.

Air Vice-Marshal Peter Stockwell
Chief  of  Air Force

Air Vice-Marshal Stockwell enlisted into the Royal New Zealand 
Air Force in January 1973 as a Navigator under training. On 
completion of  Navigator training he was posted to No.1 Squadron 
flying B170 Bristol Freighters.

He was promoted to the rank of  Flying Officer in December 
1974 and to Flight Lieutenant in December 1977. Prior to 
completing the RNZAF Junior Staff  Course in May 1980, Air 
Vice-Marshal Stockwell held flying posts at No. 41 Squadron (B170) 
based in Singapore and No. 40 Squadron (C-130 Hercules) based in 
Auckland. Air Vice-Marshal Stockwell was appointed to his current 
post of  Chief  of  Air Force in May 2011. 

Head office (Ontario, Canada)
Fred Ramirez
Phone (001) 705-734-0909 or mobile (001) 416-434-1166
Email: fredr@agnav.com

Australasian Dealer (Mascot, NSW)  
Brian Hawken
Phone (0061) 2-9552-8313 or mobile (0061) 418-415-569
Email: bhawken@crkennedy.com.au
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The GALA event of the programme is to 
be held this year at Larnach Castle. In 

conjunction with the Civil Aviation Authority 
the Industry will be making its awards 
recognising meritorious performance.

The AIA Awards Dinner
Thursday June 20th

Book your place at this black tie event today.
Visit www.aia.org.nz for more information.

Graeme Harris
Chief  Executive, NZ Civil Aviation Authority

Following a first career in the Royal New Zealand Air Force as 
an Engineering Officer Graeme moved into the power industry 
working for companies such as Alstrom and Transpower. The pull 
of  aviation eventually saw him move to the Civil Aviation Authority 
for a short time in 1998 where he became the Team Leader Airline 
Surveillance before moving to Mount Cook Airline in 2000 as part 
of  the Airline’s management team.

In 2004 Graeme returned to the CAA as GM Personnel 
Licensing and Aviation Services. More recently Graeme has had the 
role of  Chief  Operating Officer; has acted as Deputy Director, and 
since April 2011 has managed the Authority’s Change Programme. 
He became the Authority’s Chief  Executive in May 2012.

Hon Michael Woodhouse
Minister of  Immigration, Minister of  Veterans’ Affairs,
Associate Minister of  Transport

Michael Woodhouse is a National Member of  Parliament 
resident in Dunedin. He was previously the Chief  Executive Officer 
of  Mercy Hospital Dunedin, a position he held for seven years. 

Dunedin born and raised, Michael was educated at St. Pauls 
High School and graduated from the University of  Otago with a 
Bachelor of  Commerce degree. He is a chartered accountant and 
has a Master of  Health Administration from the University of  
New South Wales. Michael was appointed to the Ministerial role of  
Associate Minister for Transport in January of  2013.

Dean Minchington
CEO, ServiceIQ

Dean Minchington heads ServiceIQ, the newly formed Industry 
Training Organisation (ITOs) for the New Zealand service 
sector, covering aviation, tourism, travel, cafes, bars, restaurants, 
accommodation, food services, clubs, quick service restaurants, 
museums, retail and wholesale. The large and growing service sector 
employs around one in five New Zealanders.

ServiceIQ –’shorthand’ for service industry qualifications – 
aims to have a world class New Zealand service industry through 
qualified people. By helping to produce a workforce with nationally 
recognised qualifications who contribute to greater business 
productivity, and profitability, the ITO will help increase the sector’s 
contribution to the national economy. 

Keynote Speakers
Angela Beazer  
Barrister and Solicitor, Director AMC Legal Services 

Angela advises and represents a wide range of  aviation industry 
participants in New Zealand and the Cook Islands on all aspects of  
their involvement within the civil aviation system. 
Angela has over seven years of  experience in New Zealand and 
international civil aviation law, including as former Senior Solicitor 
with the New Zealand Civil Aviation Authority from 2006–2010.  
She writes a monthly legal column on aviation issues in the NZ 
Aviation News. She will be speaking on the responsibilities of  
Directors particularly in the context of  the silent partner which has 
taken on new significance with the recent actions of  Maritime New 
Zealand to initiate a prosecution against a surviving partner. Angela 
will also contribute to the discussion on potential changes to the 
Civil Aviation Act. 

Professor Jacqueline Rowarth
Professor of  Agribusiness at the University of  Waikato

Jacqueline is on the Board of  trustees for AGMARDT and 
the Kathleen Spragg Agricultural Trust. She is President of  the 
New Zealand Grassland Association, a member of  the national 
Science Challenges Peak Panel and is a judge for the National Farm 
Environment Awards Ambassador. She writes weekly columns 
for National Business Review, and regularly for Rural News, the 
Waikato Times and North King Country Farmer. She speaks to 
industry, society and school groups whenever invited, and also 
teaches undergraduate and postgraduate students.
In 2008 she was awarded Companion of  the New Zealand Order 
of  Merit for services to Agricultural Science, and in 2009 she was 
given the inaugural ‘Agricultural Personality of  the Year Award’ by 
the Federated Farmers of  New Zealand. In 2010 she was awarded 
the Landcorp Communicator of  the Year Award by the New 
Zealand Guild of  Agricultural Communicators and Journalists. 

AEANZ
AEANZ has the opportunity to meet with DCA Graeme Harris 
and Chairman of  the CAA Nigel Gould continuing the very 
successful roundtable held two years ago over improvements to 
the efficiency and effectiveness of  certification procedures and 
improving the international competitiveness of  the engineering 
sector in NZ.  This is the only dialogue of  this nature and a 
change for engineers to engage with these leaders of  the regulatory 
community.  Dr McDowall will also be back to spread his special 
brand of  resilience.

Flight Training’s focus is shifting to how to improve and 
enhance standards while at the same time being able to compete 
internationally.  The opportunity to train pilots is massive its how 
we penetrate that opportunity to maximise value for NZL.  Some 
of  the very difficult and challenging issues facing the NZL training 
community will also be covered such as the absence of  a recognised 
141/147 qualification and the impact all of  the training caps is 
having on developing and growing the next generation of  pilots. 

Flight Training



Visit www.aia.org.nz and register now to attend Aviation Industry Conference Week 2013 at Dunedin Town Hall, 17th - 21st June. 41

KiwiFlyer

40 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 28 www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

AIA Aviation Industry Conference Week Supplement

Dunedin Town Hall, 17th - 21st June 2013

Mid-day Monday 17 June, Dunedin town Hall. 
Registration opens at 0900. E cat meeting at 1030.  

Conference will be opened this year by Waikato University’s well 
known Professor Jacqueline Rowarth who has a range of  interesting 
topics she can draw from. Outgoing Chairman Graeme Martin will 
then provide his take on where the industry is going. Carrying on 
from last year’s Federated Farmers address this year’s conference 
will see Southland farmer Andrew Morrison representing the Feds. 
Andrew is going to talk about the Southland farming initiative to 
stabilise commodity prices. His talk promises to be a down to earth 
address. The all-wise Rob Davison will give his take on the see-
saw of  commodity prices, an issue that makes planning in the Ag. 
industry so hit and miss. 

The rest of  day one will be a presentation on Inadvertent 
Human Errors followed by a workshop. Presented by SafeSTART’s 
well known Scotsman, Gordon Anderson, this session will bring 
some context to the conference theme: “Safety – Instinctive or 
Managed.” The reality is that no one goes out to have an accident 
so just why do we inadvertently screw up and what are the tools we 
use to prevent this? 

Our Monday night social is a casino evening at the Scenic 
Southern Cross.

Tuesday 18 June, Dunedin Town Hall. 
NZAAA conference continues.  NZHA registration at 0900. 

Tuesday morning sees the conference split with the fixed wing 
pilots discussing load determination, turning safely and sourcing 
spares, while the helicopter types learn about recent research into 
wilding pine control from the Scion team and aerial application, 
adjuvants and tank mixtures from Gary Elliott, ETEC Crop 
Solutions. All the addresses promise to be relevant and absorbing.

Conference regroups to hear a presentation from Angela Beazer 
– as she discusses the responsibilities of   Directors with particular 
reference to potential changes in health and safety legislation and 
the possible impacts on the silent partner. This is particularly critical 
stuff  and is relevant to the many husband and wife teams that make 

NZAAA and NZHA Activities at Conference
up Ag. aviation. Following this address NZAAA EO John Sinclair 
will give a brief  description of  the beneficial changes coming as the 
result of  moving from prescriptive rules to risk based rules. 

The afternoon session starts with a short address from Penny 
Mehrtens, the widow of  pilot Mike Mehrtens who died in the 
Lake Sumner accident last May. Penny will give her take on just 
how awful it is for the surviving partner and what security strategy 
pilots should have in place for their partner. This promises to be a 
meaningful and well thought out address by a very brave lady.

That address will signal the start of  the CAA session that this 
year will be focussed on the Ag. Sector Risk Profile. Delegates will 
hear a summary of  the risks that were identified from consultation 
with industry (which included the SWOT analysis workshops). The 
conference workshop that follows will discuss the implications of  
the risks identified and how AAA (and CAA?) might respond to the 
challenge of  mitigating them. The reality is that there will be things 
CAA can do and things the industry can do. This workshop will 
help scope where the solutions lie. In many cases it is apparent that 
the risk may be beyond the scope of  rules, and another approach 
must be sought. The way we go about reducing these risks will 
shape the way ahead for Ag. Aviation for many years.

 This is a hugely interesting project and one that is going to be 
applied to most other sectors as time goes by. So the lessons learnt 
in the Ag. review will be of  considerable interest to all other sectors 
including the helicopter sector that will be in attendance.

The evening will see the NZAAA Awards Dinner and the 
indomitable East Coast cockie, Graeme Williams, from Mangaroa 
Station.

Wednesday 19 June, Dunedin Town Hall.
The morning sees NZAAA embark on its first Incident Review 

Meeting. This is a time when pilots can share with their peers the 
reasons why they stuffed up. This session is NOT about appointing 
blame; rather it is about sharing the lessons learnt to help prevent 
a similar incident somewhere else. Fact is that there are few “new” 
accidents and it is not possible to live long enough to make all 

of  them yourself. It is far better to learn from the misfortune of  
others. NZHA delegates can attend this IRM or the joint IRM 
being run for the balance of  conference delegates.

By afternoon the conference is largely finished for NZAAA 
except there is a presentation from Ag Nav from 1330 to 1500. 
The NZ Helicopter Association starts its dedicated programme 
with an address by Chairman Lloyd Matheson then an update from 
Helicopter Association International (HAI) followed by a word 
from the newly formed Australian Helicopter Association. The next 
session promises to be of  interest to all operators. It is a session 
called Technology Update and it’s about the apps being used by 
operators to assist helicopter operations today. A range of  speakers 
will demonstrate the ones they use to help make life easier and 
more efficient.

Lloyd Klee from Aviation Safety is going to present a take on 
his view of  the reasons behind the unreliability of  406ELT’s. Some 
sources suggest these ELT’s have been effective in only 15% of  
helicopter accidents.

The remainder of  Wednesday afternoon sees NZHA joining 

with AIA for presentations on the Growth Strategy – a strategy 
designed to expand aviation’s share of  the cake. Come and see what 
this means for your operation.

Thursday 20 June, Dunedin Town Hall.
Thursday starts with Aviation Cooperating Underwriters’ Arden 

Jennings updating helicopter operators on insurance premiums and 
where they are going. Then delegates will be presented with the 
summary of  a great deal of  analysis on helicopter accidents. This 
work covers all the helicopter accidents from 2000 – 2012 - a total 
of  255 accidents. How does this rate compare with other countries, 
what sectors are responsible, is the rate increasing or decreasing and 
does that take account of  the increasing numbers of  helicopters 
in NZ and their age? You’ll have to be there to find out! The final 
session for NZHA is an address by Marsh Risk Consulting on how 
to protect your business from Cyber Crime. This is a real issue 
these days as we rely more and more on technology – but are we 
adequately protected?

EMS sessions run all day on Thursday. This programme will 
also be of  interest to Helicopter Operators in this field covering 
developments at the RCC, Search and Rescue, the NASO contract, 
making FLIR affordable and NVG’s - where to from here.   

So for both Agricultural and Helicopter Operators there are 
really interesting programmes with a very obvious focus on flight 
safety and helpful stuff  for operators. Although the dedicated part 
of  the NZHA conference has concluded at this point, there’s a 
discussion on mixed asset use of  helicopters and fixed wing aircraft 
with Craig McAlister - a tax partner at HWK.  All are welcome to 
attend.
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KiwiFlyer

           Conference  Stand

 AAA AIA 

Aeromarsters Powervamp l l 4-6
AgNav l  29
Air Tractor l  25
Asia Pacific Aerospace l l 26
Aviation Trader l	 l	 18
Avinet / Air Maestro l l 17
Ballance Agri-Nutrients l   38
Civil Aviation Authority l l 11
Dow AgroSciences l  37
ECO2000 / Avclean l l 30
EduChem l  28
Elite Surface Technologies l l 13
Flightcell l l 23
Flightline Aviation l l 33
MHD Rockland l l 12
GSB l	 l	 19
Hawker Pacific NZ l l 35
Helicopter Association Int.  l 31
Heliflite Pacific  l 22
KiwiFlyer Magazine l	 l	 40
Lycoming l l 32
Navigatus / AIRCARE l	 l 10
NMIT  l 27
Oceania Aviation l l 34
Olympus  l 20
OmniSTAR l  21
Pacific Aviation Group  l 8
Pacific Turbine Brisbane l  2
Pilatus l	 l	 9
Pratt & Whitney Canada l  24
ServiceIQ  l 7
Standard Aero  l 3
TracMap NZ l l	15-16
TracPlus l l	 36

Please note this list and stand allocations 
are current at the time of print. 
Stand allocations may be subject to change.

Exhibitor Directory

THE late Bryce Courtenay in ‘The Power 
of  One’ wrote: “Always in life an idea starts 
small, it is only a sapling idea. …”, and so 
began the journey to creating the power of  
one industry and one voice. It is not the 
power of  thinking of  simply a handful in 
industry or a few in Government but rather 
it is a movement to make aviation, as a 
sector, an absolute force to be recognised 
in this country.

It is about sector recognition just as 
the agriculture or tourism sectors are 
acknowledged as major contributors to 
the New Zealand economy and well being 
of  New Zealanders. Aviation should 
be similarly acknowledged as we are an 
element of  the critical infrastructure supply 
chain to the New Zealand economy.

We provide the greatest amount of  
connectedness to, from and within the New 
Zealand economy. We provide and create 
high value-add jobs. We create high skill 
roles which are part of  the future economy. 
But AIA acting on its own cannot be as 
effective as the whole sector speaking 
together.

Some say this is an unobtainable goal 
but today there are equally if  not greater 
forces propelling the industry towards 
‘one’. In articulating ‘The Power of  One’ 
Bryce Courtenay said “The vines will come 
and they will try to choke your idea so it 
cannot grow and it will die and you will 
never know you had a big idea, an idea 
so big it could have grown thirty metres 
through the dark canopy of  leaves and 
touched the face of  the sky. The vines are 

The power of ‘One Industry One Voice’
people who are afraid of  originality, of  new 
thinking. …” 

‘One Industry One Voice’ is not without 
its doubters but what we do know is:
	l	It is the way our key stakeholder 
prefers to operate.
	l	Where there are scarce and finite 
resources it makes more sense for the 
sector to work as one.  
	l	The whole is stronger than 
the component parts and we will be 
acknowledged as a driving force. 	
   l	And on a “high tide all boats rise” 
– One Industry is not about loss of  brand 
identity, it is about strengthening the voice 
of  industry.

Becoming a trusted partner will deliver 
maximum value and working constructively 
through many and various collaborations 
will be the successful model of  the future.   

         Irene King, AIA Chief  Executive

Conference Trade Expo
HELIFLITE Pty Ltd incorporating Heliflite Pacific here in 
NZ have been appointed as Oceania Region Distributors for 
the Marenco Swisshelicopter, currently under development in 
Switzerland. Their prototype 
is expected to undergo its first 
ground runs in June with flight 
testing commencing at the end 
of  2013. Heliflite report that the 
first Australian customer has been 
signed up for a 2016 delivery.

Marenco Swisshelicopter Ltd 
was founded in 2007 to develop, 
build and commercialise a new 
light turbine multi-role helicopter. 
Positioned in the 2.5 metric ton 
class, the SKYe SH09 incorporates 
a full-composite fuselage, bearing-
free 5 bladed rotor system, 
shrouded tail rotor, and modern 
glass-cockpit.

A modular cabin offers a flat floor and high ceiling with multiple 
seating arrangements (up to 8 individual seats) and rear access 
loading through clamshell doors for cargo and medical stretchers. 
The NVG compatible glass cockpit has been designed to enhance 
safety and situational awareness, with excellent in flight visibility and 

Marenco Swisshelicopter
appoint Heliflite as Oceania Region Distributors

an avionics suite of  large displays and enhanced graphics providing 
for all-weather operations capability. 

Designed for a cruise speed of  145 knots, the SKYe SH09 will 
be one of  the fastest single engine 
light helicopters in the category, with 
a range of  430 nautical miles using 
standard fuel tanks. 

The HTS900-2 engine 
incorporates next generation 
technology developed by Honeywell 
including a dual centrifugal 
compressor, offering increased 
power output, reducing engine 
fuel consumption and providing 
for engine growth with the same 
compressor architecture. The 
turbine has no hard TBO (Time 
Before Overhaul) and a modern dual 
channel FADEC (Full Authority 
Digital Engine Control) system.

Brett Sanders from Heliflite Pacific says that Marenco are taking 
a new approach to certification, this being completed incrementally 
as the project progresses. Thus serial number 1 is expected to be a 
saleable aircraft rather than a test machine solely for evaluation and 
certification purposes. More info: www.marenco-swisshelicopter.ch

Contact: Brett Sanders   
P: 09 299 9442 
M: 021 748 984

E: brett@heliflitepacific.com   
www.heliflitepacific.com

The SKYe SH09 is about to undergo its first ground runs. Test flying is 
planned for the end of 2013 and first deliveries anticipated for 2016.

Number One for Robinson Helicopter Sales & Service

Visit us on Stand 22 at the AIA Conference
Dunedin Town Hall 19th -	21st June 2013
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Careers Expo
The challenge for us all is how we attract the next generation and 

career changers into our industry. Much of  it is just about getting 
into the hearts and minds and faces who think they have aviation in 
their veins. Airshows were and are great recruiting grounds as are 
the defence forces and public service but now its about popularising 
your industry. Fortunately aviation still holds its glamour and there 
are many out there with the passion. How do we get to them – a 
career expo is one way to go. We’ll be holding a careers morning on 
Friday 21 June. Our Australian counterparts have something called 
young professionals in Aviation and maybe this is something we 
should think about too. Our careers focus will be on the Southland 
/ Otago regions but as conference moves around the country we’ll 
shift the expo. A big thank you to the RNZAF for getting in behind 
us on this one. Your needs are just as urgent as the civil businesses.

Director responsibility in high safety reliability businesses
Our safety responsibilities extend far beyond compliance with 

the Civil Aviation Act. Health and Safety in Employment has 
been a focal point across industries recently but for aviation one 
of  the more interesting issues is an action not in our sector but 
in Maritime pertaining to a prosecution of  the sole director of  
a fishing company. The prosecution is brought under both the 
Maritime and Health and Safety in Employment Acts and the 
charges are very significant. We’re presenting the case to our smaller 
general aviation businesses where the wife may be the silent and 
possibly the only surviving partner of  a business. We want our 

people to reflect on what this really means for their businesses. It is 
not our role to advise people on what they should or shouldn’t be 
but it is important to put the facts in front of  you.

SMS - it’s coming 
SMS is coming and we’re confident that we are doing it the right 

way. The CAA team charged with implementing SMS will give 
industry our first brief  at conference of  the direction were taking. 
The AC has been out for some time and many companies we know 
are already in compliance. However for those who don’t have a 
quality management system there’s quite a large gap and the journey 
is quite different from most rule changes. SMS is about the culture 
and leadership of  the business as much as it is about having hazard 
ID’s, accident and incident reporting and safety plans. For our 
smallest businesses we know you are up to the challenge because 
some of  our best AIRCARE assurance results have come from you. 
It’s all about the mentoring programmes you have in place and the 
exchange of  information and ideas. Conference is pivotal to this.

Helicopter Accident Analysis
The CAA is producing some very interesting data on accidents 

and incidents in the sector over the last 10 years. However making 
maximum use of  the information requires both operators and 
regulators to work collaboratively together to develop strategies 
which assist with prevention. Each party working on their own 
sees only a perspective on the incident whereas working together 
we should be able to develop a coherent approach to addressing 
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issues. This is where the power of  the total 
community working together (whether 
you are a private or commercial operator) 
comes to the fore but you have to be 
engaged and contribute because it will keep 
you alive, reduce accidents and ultimately 
reduce insurance premiums.

Flight Training Standards
The TAIC review was unable to 

conclude whether standards were 
improving or deteriorating due to lack of  
data and analysis – sounds much like the 
theme above for the Helicopter sector 
but the issues here are equally if  not more 
complicated. What standards are we talking 
about? Is it private or commercial? Fixed 
wing or helicopter? Basic or advanced 
training? Put quite simply when such 
statements are made it is very difficult to 
objectively sustain or reject the assumptions 
made. However what we do know is that 
the rules environment for basic training is 
under review – CAR 61 has taken 13 years 
to get to the point of  consultation with 
the sector and CAR 141 is not progressing 
despite views to the contrary that it should.   

The Growth Agenda
Over the last 12 months we’ve been 

working on branding of  the aviation 
industry, especially for international 
markets, and on some collateral that can 
be used overseas. NZTE has worked very 
closely with us and has produced some 
pretty impressive material. We’ll be showing 
this at conference on Tuesday and also 

discussing ways in which you can use the 
brand.

It is a competitive market ‘out there’ 
(New Zealand and overseas) and one of  
the challenges individual companies face 
is in differentiating themselves from the 
competition. So, we’ll be running some 
sessions on Tuesday about how you can 
differentiate yourself, and use social media 
more effectively in some B2B relationships. 
We’ll also be talking about what some 
companies have done to work together and 
target some new or bigger opportunities.

Sharing experiences is a good way to 
avoid repeating the mistakes of  other 
companies. The government is keen to help 
too and they’ll be talking on Wednesday 
about how a more integrated approach 
to the way they work (NZTE, Ministry 
of  Transport, CAA, Foreign Affairs and 
Trade) can and are delivering benefits for 
New Zealand companies.

We hear all the hype about growing 
markets, especially in Asia and India. For 
Thursday at conference this year, we’ll 
have speakers from China and India, able 
to talk with authority on their markets 
and the opportunities arising. But rather 
than lots of  talking heads, we’ll make 
these sessions interactive and draw on 
the knowledge and experience of  some 
Kiwi companies that are already being 
successful in those markets. We’ll also have 
people from Australia who will give their 
perspective on what is happening there and 
the possibilities of  our companies doing 
something together in overseas markets.

Phone Chris at AVCLEAN: 03 572 8964 or 021 472 533
Email: sales@avclean.co.nz www.eco2000.com.au Visit us during Aviation Week on Stand 26.

Contact Owen Walker

Phone: 09 295 1407 or 021 987 397
Email: owen.walker@apaero.co.nz

www.apaero.com.au

The only Authorised 
Maintenance Repair & 

Overhaul Centre for the 
Rolls-Royce M250 series 

engine in the Region.

Announced as the 
Authorised Maintenance 

Repair & Overhaul Centre 
for the Rolls-Royce 

RR 300 series engine 
for the Region.  

The only OEM correlated
test cell in Region

capable of testing the 
Rolls-Royce M250 and 
RR 300 series engines.

Authorised by local 
airworthiness authorities 

to carry out periodic 
maintenance inspections 
of the Honeywell LTS 101 

series engines.

Extensive stock of 
new and overhauled 

components inclusive of 
Exchange Modules and 

engines available.

Come and talk to our 
representative at Aviation 
Week to see how we can 

help your operation.

www.hawkerpacific.com

See us at Stand 35 during Aviation Week

Martyn Griffiths
Sales Manager
Mobile: 027 808 0094
martyn.griffiths@hawkerpacific.com 

Geoff Hards
Rotary Sales Manager
Mobile: +61 478 306 327
geoff.hards@hawkerpacific.com 
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CONTACT:  Stuart McIntyre,  Phone: +61 2 8707 0003 or +61 4 1704 5868,  Email: stuart.mcintyre@standardaero.com

Tuesday 18th June (NZAAA) Morning Tea 1030, Lunch 1215, Afternoon Tea 1500.

BREAKOUT: Fixed Wing: Load determination Andrew Hogarth, Turning, PAC 
products / spares Damian Camp, Paperless Cockpits John Wylie   (Fullwood Room)
BREAKOUT: Rotary: Research Update. Application Systems Research including: 
Herbicide application rates, wilding pine spraying, vapour drift   (Chambers 1)
FatCon Training (Chambers 2)
NZAAA Fullwood Room
Aerial application, adjuvants and tank mixtures   Gary Elliott, ETEC Crop Solutions
Responsibilites of Directors   Angela Beazer, AMC Legal
Risk Based Rules   John Sinclair
Greg Delaney, Ballance as “Diamond” Sponsor
A widow’s perspective on safety   Penny Mehrtens
Ag Aviation Risk Profile - The results   Graeme Harris, DCA and Jack Stanton, CAA.  
Workshop facilitated by Heather Fitzpatrick, Aerosafe Risk Management
NZAAA AGM
Evening Function NZAAA Awards, Town Hall (Glenroy) Graham Williams, Entertainer

0900

0900

0900

0945
1100
1145
1205
1300
1315

1630
1830

Monday 17th June (NZAAA) 

0900
0900
0900
1030
1215

1300
1330
1345
1400
1430
1500
1545
1830

NZAAA Registration open.          
Chemical Rating Revalidation (Chambers 1)   
FatCon Training (Chambers 2)
E cat Instructors meeting (Fullwood Room)
Lunch
NZAAA Fullwood Room
Opening Address  Professor Jacqueline Rowarth, Waikato University
NZAAA Chairman’s Address  Graeme Martin 
Aviation & Hill Country Farming Andrew Morrison, Federated Farmers
The SeeSaw of Commodity Prices - What next?  Rob Davison
Inadvertent Human Errors  Gordon Anderson, SafeSTART
Afternoon Tea
Human Errors Workshop  Gordon Anderson, SafeSTART
Welcome Social, Scenic Southern Cross

Ag	Aviation	Risk	Profile	-	The	results   
Graeme Harris, DCA and 

Jack Stanton, CAA.  
Workshop facilitated by 

Heather Fitzpatrick, 
Aerosafe Risk Management

(Fullwood Room)

AEANZ Chambers 1 TFO/Air Trans Fullwood LoungeFlight Training Glenroy Ext FoyerNZHAStream

The	responsibilities	of	Directors
with	particular	reference	to	HSE	

Angela Beazer, AMC Legal  

Introduction to ServiceIQ 
Dean Minchington, CEO ServiceIQ

Rotor	Blade	Repairs,	the	Myth
Graham Boustred, Oceania Aviation

ADSB	-	From	the	Engineering
perspective   Airways NZ

AGM

Crisis	Management	-	Handling	the	
media   Adriene Olsen, Adroite

Introduction to ServiceIQ 
Dean Minchington   CEO, ServiceIQ

Developing	an	Industry	standard	
taking	flight	training	to	the	next	level

See other streams 

 

ADSB what’s in it for me  
Wayne Blyth, Airways New Zealand  

Recent	developments	at	the	
Met Service  Ray Thorpe, GM Aviation

                                                       Afternoon Tea   

Growth	Agenda		Glenroy Ext Foyer 
 Standing	out	from	competitors			Chair Teresa Ciprian, Governance Board Director 

Internationally	why	we	are	doing	it,	whats	been	done	and	where	to	next.	
Social	Media	demystified		 Philippa Crick, Cre8ive, Dunedin 

1300

1315

1330

1400

1430

1500

1530

1830

Tuesday 18th June (AIA)    Registration	opens	at	0900.					Lunch	is	at	1215.

Evening	Function	NZAAA	Awards	Town	Hall	(Glenroy): Graham Williams guest entertainer      (AIA	Delegates	evening	free)

Morning	Tea

 

Ag-Nav	Workshop to 1500. (Fullwood Room)   NZAAA delegates are welcome ot attend conference proceedings for the balance of Wednesday.   

0900

1030

1100

 

1200

1300

AEANZ Chambers 1 TFO/Air Trans Fullwood LoungeFlight Training Glenroy Ext FoyerNZHA Chambers 2Stream

Chairman’s	Address	-	NZHA	
Achievements   Lloyd Matheson

	HAI	update			David York

(1340)	AHAI	Update			Peter Crook

Technology	Update	-	The	Apps	being	
used	by	operators	to	assist	heli	ops	
today and other tech.  Various speakers

(1440)	406	ELT	Update	-	the	scandal	
Lloyd Klee Avation Safety

AGM

Rule	Making	how	it	is	intended	
to work   MOT and ACAG

Civil Aviation Act Review  Bev Driscoll, 
MOT & Angela Beazer, AMC Legal

Promoting	the	single	aviation	
market	-	is	there	a	case	for	common	
regulation	with	Australia			Jim Davis 
Director, Regional Express (Rex); Neil 
Hyland, Head of Aviation University of 

South Australia. NZL Industry.

Identification	of	issues	asociated	
with	EFTS	funding			Mike Newman 

TAIC	flight	Training	Review	where	to	
from here   Carlton Campbell, CAA

Raising	the	Standard	of	training		in	
NZ	-	what	is	required?	Chairman FTD

Engagement	of	the	wider	ATO/GA	
industry	to	provide	formalised	

internships/employment.

AGM

Join AEANZ in
Chambers 1

1300

1315

1330

1400

1430

1500

1530

1830

Afternoon Tea

Growth	Agenda:	How	the	‘Aviation	Team’	works	domestically			Chair Adam Bennett, Governance Board Director.  (Glenroy Ext Foyer)
Alignment	across	the	agencies	and	how	it’s	working.	Assessing	Aviation	R&D			Callaghan Innovation. 

Assisting	International	Growth			Peter Smyth, NZTE.   Case	study	-	new	relationships	and	new	business	opportunties.

Aviation Week Dinner at Etrusco

Wednesday 19th June 				Incident	Review	Meetings	and	NZAAA	Roundup	in	the	morning.			 Lunch	is	at	1215.				Ag-Nav	workshop	and	AIA	in	the	afternoon.

NZAAA	Incident	Review	Meeting		Facilitator: Graeme Martin (Fullwood Room)
Including l Why I had a wire strike l Why I ran out of fuel.

NZAAA	Incident	Review	Meeting	continues
Including l Why I ran into sheep on a strip

l Why I crashed on take-off l More from the floor

NZAAA	Conference	Roundup	and	Evaluation

AIA	SAC	Incident	Review	Meeting		Facilitator: Errol Burtenshaw (Glenroy Ext Foyer)
(0900) RNZAF Case Study   SQN LDR Lisa D’Oliveria, RNZAF

(0930) SAR Ops in Antarctica   Richard Hayes
(1000) Two engineering case studies

(1100) Keeping SMS Simple  Geraint Bermingham
(1130) Update on Engineer Pilot Research Project  Tahlia Anderson

(1145) Corporate Manslaughter  Andrew Little, MP

(1215)	Lunch
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Training Courses
at Aviation Week
Book your place today at www.aia.org.nz

Pilot	Chemical	Rating	Revalidation	course
Dunedin Town Hall, 17 June 2013

Educhem Ltd is again offering revalidation of Pilot Chemical Ratings 
and is the only company endorsed to deliver aviation agrichemical 
training in NZ. Murray Beare is once again the trainer who will deliver 
the course. Murray has a sound practical and theoretical background 
gained from years working with aerial and ground applicators. He 
continues to research current technical advancements and legislation 
and is passionate and dedicated to sharing his experience and 
knowledge with the industry. 

Candidates are required to complete some pre-course paperwork 
and submit this to Educhem prior to attendance. The course will 
provide pilots with updates relating to Agrichemicals and technical 
updates relating to Regulations for the Acts that relate to Agrichemical 
use. For those wishing to apply for their CSL (either new or renewal) 
for aerial application, this can be arranged with Murray at the course.

Those wishing to attend this one day revalidation need to register 
with Educhem before 12th June 2013.

Aging	Aircraft	and	Corrosion	Control
Dunedin Town Hall, 17-18 June

Presented by Sam Kantimathi, President of California based 
consulting firm Fatigue Concepts, this course will cover a wide range 
of important issues relating to care for aging aircraft airframes and 
engines. These include inspection techniques, fatigue and corrosion 
detection, safety assessment, control and repair techniques, emerging 
technologies, composites fatigue and damage tolerance, avionics 
corrosion control, case studies and much more. 

Course notes are included. Please note that numbers are limited to 
25 participants. See AEANZ Training Courses on www.aia.org.nz for 
more information.

Aviation	Risk	Management	Course
Kingsgate Hotel, 15-17 June (in parallel with SMS Course)

This three day course in Aviation Risk Management is designed 
specifically for aviation organisations. This course will present leading 
concepts in risk management, give participants the practical skills 
and knowledge required and present them a model to apply the 
risk management process within the context of aviation orientated 
scenarios. Participants will become familiar with risk management 
philosophy, practice and process. It caters for all risk areas within 
the aviation industry including safety, reputation, operations, security, 
engineering and the environment. The course will enable participants 
to conduct risk assessments and develop a qualitative risk assessment 
or risk management plan on any activity, project, task or function within 
their unit. The course will take the concept of risk management from 
an introductory stage to a more defined implementation function.

Safety	Management	Systems	Course
Kingsgate Hotel, 15-17 June (in parallel with Risk Mgmt Course)

This three day course in Safety Management Systems (SMS) is 
designed to introduce participants to SMS background, definition 
and application. This course will present leading concepts in SMS, 
provide insight into practices from around the globe and is designed 
to give participants the practical skills and knowledge to implement 
or enhance SMS within their organisation. The course will assist 
participants to understand the background and philosophy that 
underpins an SMS, defines the elements of an SMS and provide 
key tips and traps for implementation. There are different ways used 
by organisations to manage their safety risks, but one of the most 
common is through the establishment of a good safety system. 

(Programme current at time of print, 20th May)

Insurer’s	Perspective	-	Claims	
and	what’s	happening	with	

rates   Arden Jennings

Helicopter	Accident	Analysis	
-	Lessons	learnt	and	opinions	
canvassed   Joe Dewar, CAA 
and John Sinclair, NZHA EO

Cyber	Crime		and	protecting	
your assets   Rob George, 

Senior Risk Advisor 
Marsh Risk Consulting

AGM

Taxing	Matters
An	explantion	of	IRD’s

mixed asset use 
model	and	update	on	

provisioning
Craig MacAlister,
Tax Partner WHK

AEANZ  Chambers 1 TFO/Air Trans Fullwood LoungeFlight Training Glenroy Ext FoyerNZHA  Chambers 2Stream

Presentation by Adrian 
McHardy, Textron Lycoming

The	importance	of	washing	
gas	turbine	engines
Charles Cheeseman, 

Eco2000 Technical Director  

Roundtable with 
Nigel Gould, Graeme Harris 

and Mark Hughes

Key	note	speaker	
Dr Ron McDowall on 

Resilience and other stuff

CASA	Australian	ageing	
aircraft	managing	plan	
Pieter van Dijk, Senior

Airworthiness Engineer, CASA

Introduction of ESA/MPL into 
the	flight	training	environment

Risk	profiling	-	How	it	is	
intended to work  Kimberley 
Turner, Aerosafe Risk Mgmt. 

The	importance	of	washing	
gas	turbine	engines
Charles Cheeseman, 

Eco2000 Technical Director 

New	CAA	Operational	
Structure and vision 
Graeme Harris, DCA

0900

0930

1000

1030

1100

1130

1215

1300

1330

1400

1430

1500

1530

1630

1700

1840

Thursday 20th June (AIA)

EMS  Chesters Lounge

AGM

NZ Search and rescue 
Maritime “NZ today”

Workshop	from	the	floor	
Issues	arising	from	the	air	

sector	(to	RCC)

NZ Search and Rescue 
LandSAR;	NZ	compared

 Landsar rep, TBA

FLIR	(Forward	Looking	
Infrared)	An	affordable	tool

Fraser Cann

NASO	Update
 

NVG; New Zealand today, 
where to from here?

(1315) Introduction and 
review of NZ NVG   

Grant Withers

(1345)	Spatial	
disorientation with NVG   

Dan O’reilly

(1415) Group	workshop	
NVG

Top	five	fixed	wing	safety	issues	
-	identification	and	worskshop	

Lead by Mark Hughes, GM CAA  Glenroy Ext Foyer

Top	five	fixed	wing	safety	issues
(continues)  

Roundtable	with	Air	Transport	and	TFO’s	how	many	pilots	do	
we really need? Lead by Chair FTD and ATD  Glenroy Ext Foyer

ADAPT 
Blair Hillyard, Service IQ

Medical	Certification	
future Directions

Graeme Harris
CAA Director

Assessment of 
competitiveness			

Mike Newman

Joint session with AEANZ
Chambers 1

AGM  Fullwood Theatre

Developments	in	International	Markets   Chair Samantha Sharif, Aviation NZ Director  Glenroy Ext Foyer
What	is	happening	internationally	 Aviation NZ Directors 

India	Workshop	 Sudha Palit, NZTE New Delhi    Indonesia	Workshop	and	leveraging	the	America’s	Cup	

ATC contribution to Growth   Pauline Lamb, GM System Operator Airways  Glenroy Ext Foyer

Hon Michael Woodhouse, Associate Minister of Transport   Glenroy Ext Foyer

Depart	from	hotels	to	AIA	Awards	Dinner	at	Larnach	Castle	

Morning	Tea

Lunch

CAA	Briefing	on	the	introduction	of	SMS	  Glenroy Ext Foyer 
Mark Hughes and Kimberley Turner, Aerosafe Risk Management

Afternoon Tea

GSB	Sponsored	Breakfast	0730-0930	Scenic	Southern	Cross

 Plenary Session   Fullwood Room	 Martin	Matthews,	Secretary	for	Transport
   Graeme Harris, Director of Civil Aviation
	 	 David	Morgan,	Chief	Pilot	Air	New	Zealand
	 	 Peter	Smyth,	Aviation	Programme	Manager,	NZTE
	 	 Irene	King,	Chief	Executive	AIA
	 	 Kevin	Ward,	CEO	Airports	Association
	 	 Air	Vice-Marshal	Peter	Stockwell,	RNZAF
	 	 Nigel	Gould,	CAA	Chairman

	 																																																					Morning	Tea
 
                                          AIA AGM   Fullwood Room

0730

0930

1100

1130

Friday 21st June (AIA)

The Aviation Industry Association of New Zealand exists to promote and grow our aviation 
industry, now and into the future.  By joining AIA, you’ll enjoy access to a wealth of services 
and support and help us to speak as One Industry with One Voice.

Membership is open to all commercial and private participants in the aviation community and 
costs as little as $110 +GST per annum.  If you use the GSB member discounts you’ll have your 
money back within the year.  More information is available at www.aia.org.nz   

Sectory Leaders Discuss their Vision 
for the Future of Aviation



50 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 28 www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Autogyro Adventure

The ‘Real’ 
Air Safari
IT WAS mid-winter last year when the 
email circulated; “anybody interested in 
providing gyroplane flying instruction in 
Kenya please contact…”. Well I had fond 
memories of  flying in Kenya both in a 
Piper Cherokee and a McDonnell Douglas 
DC8 so I had to reply. I was asked to quote 
for teaching three men to fly a new Magni 
M24 that was to be based on a remote 
tented Camp near the Masai Mara game 
reserve. A web page for the Camp was 
provided which blew away any ideas of  a 
hardship posting and in fact it turned out to 
be the haunt of  film stars and the moguls 
of  industry.  See what I mean at www.
cottars.com

Sue and I offered our services in return 
for airfares and accommodation for the 
three weeks that I estimated it would take 
to accomplish the mission. I gather the 
only other interest that was expressed 
wanted some $30,000 more so maybe we 
undersold! Kenya sits astride the Equator 
and although there are seasonal changes it 
is hard to find a bad time to visit. We were 
required in January which worked very well 
except that Gyrate is exceptionally busy at 
that time, thus I owe a lot to Andy Hares, 
who came out from the UK to hold the 
fort and to Elton Haakma who took over 
instructing for a month. 

The client chose the air carrier and so 
we routed Auckland-Sydney-Dubai-Nairobi 
which took longer than going to Europe! 
On arrival we were met at an airport that 
had not changed since my last visit in 1980 
and the immigration forms were identical 
third world documents requiring fees to 
enter the Country. The sharp contrast from 
the modern airliner to basic lifestyle in the 
space of  50 metres was the first of  many 
eye-opening moments. The high density of  
traffic, much of  it dilapidated and dented, 
mixing with smart Mercs and BMW 4x4s, 
was the next. No matter who you were, you 
were going to fight over pot-holed roads 
until the new Highway was completed by 
the Chinese contractors. Next morning 
I was introduced to the M24 gyro at a 
private airfield some 15miles out of  the city. 
Standing next to its twin, the two aircraft 
had just arrived by container from Italy and 
had been checked over and test flown by a 
local Magni pilot who had been flying an 
M16 out of  Nairobi for 10 years. 

Gyro training in Kenya with spear weilding Masai Warriors looking on. They also carry mobile phones.
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Armed with 20 litres of  finest auto fuel from a very iffy gas 
station, my first student and I set about aviating. I have owned a 
Magni gyroplane since 1992 and so having had a check out on the 
M24 in the UK I was not uncomfortable, that is until I squeezed in 
alongside a 100kgs plus student. This airfield is 5000’ AMSL and 
longer rotorblades had been fitted to compensate. This proved to 
provide the same performance as I had experienced at sea level in 
the UK. Take-off  was from a hard surface but with considerable 
loose chipping which is always an issue with a pusher prop. I took 
things carefully and used a fair amount of  room but we flew as 
steady as a rock. In fact it felt like I was lifting a large rock until I 
discovered that applying aft trim for 15 seconds prior to take off  
was the only way to be neutral in flight with 2 on board. We did a 
few circuits and agreed to position 100 miles west the following 
day. Better rested and armed with more fuel we departed with only 
a PLB registered in New Zealand and my trusty Garmin Pilot III 
to cross the wild Rift Valley and who knows what, to who knows 
where - just stop before the Tanzanian border.

Such is the wonder of  modern science and Rotax that we had 
a great trip, the M24 was as stable as it was compact and reached 
8500ft with no complaint. The scenery was spectacular. Within a 
mile of  take-off  we crossed over splendid properties on the edge of  
the Rift Valley escarpment which dropped away some 3000ft.  This 
is the land where the oldest known human bones have been found 
and it has an impact that is somehow primeval. It is also a land of  
huge variations, sparsely populated, dramatic and largely hostile to 
light aviation. In this regard not unlike parts of  New Zealand!

The plains of  the Masai Mara finally came into view and a slim 
scar between two large hills marked Cottars Camp airstrip which 
was going to be Magni base. The field is currently used by small 
scheduled operators in Cessna Caravans delivering tourists and 
supplies to various Camps and Lodges around the Mara.

The full title is Cottars 1920 Safari Camp. The family came to 
Kenya then complete with the first Rolls Royce in Africa. The 
theme continues with vehicles modified to replicate the era and 
the furniture and hunting trophies resplendent in today’s setting. 
We manhandled the Magni into a covert hangar purpose built and 
‘hidden’ between Acacia trees, before being driven the couple of  
miles to Camp over terrain reminiscent of  a 
4X4 test track.

Our status and accommodation was 
at this stage uncertain but we seemed to 
have been accepted as guests and from this 
moment on we enjoyed five star living and 
every amenity available. When Sue arrived 
via the Cessna Schedule her eyes lit up 
at the sight of  an en-suite bathroom and 
infinity swimming pool.

Work commenced early next morning 
with introductory lessons for the three 
students. The early morning call at five 
was accompanied by tea and homemade 
shortbread, the tent unzipped and the 
wildlife that had been climbing on the roof  
disappeared. In the shadows Antelope, 
Zebra and Warthog melted away as dawn 
approached. African dawn is special, 
usually very calm and quiet and even the 
Landcruiser didn’t disturb the giraffe and 
Buffalo grazing near the track. Our routine 
became established to enjoy flying before 

contributed by Tony Unwin, Gyrate Tauranga

The gyro hangar. Safari vehicles in the foreground.

Longer rotors were fitted for high altitude ops. 

Giraffe, Buffalo, Antelope and Zebra all grazed near the airfield and Hippo’s swam in the local river.

The trip to the Cottars Camp airstrip covered spectacular and hostile ground, some 8500 feet AMSL.

Fine dining at the Cottars 1920 Safari Camp.

Mud huts on the Masai Mara Plains.

Join the NZ Autogyro Association for just $35 pa.  www.autogyro.org.nz
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Very affordable fun: Vintage Gliding
AS I WROTE about in the last issue, 
soaring is not always about faster/
higher/further. Local flying can be 
just as enjoyable, and often more so 
than the “big” flights, some of  which 
require large degrees of  planning and 
preparation. Gliders too, don’t have to 
be the expensive, shiny white, modern 
fibreglass machines. There are heaps 
of  serviceable older gliders around 
and some are still being used by clubs 
around the country. Learning to fly 
in a wood and fabric glider is just as 
effective as training in a fibreglass 
two seater. As well as the older gliders 
flying in clubs there is a thriving 
vintage gliding movement, both in New 
Zealand and world-wide. 

Fibreglass gliders have in fact been 
around since the 1960s and the most 
popular early models are still flying. 
The recently world record breaking 
ASH 25 glider, variants of  which have 
been seen by thousands displaying at 
Classic Fighters and Warbirds Over 
Wanaka, is in fact around 25 years old. 
The first one of  this type of  glider 
was seen in New Zealand in the early 
1990s. It is still considered a “hot” 
ship and these gliders are still the glider 
of  choice for pilots wanting to set 
speed and distance records. But they’re 
also really expensive for the average 
pilot. There are three of  these gliders 
currently for sale in NZ, asking price, 
around $200,000. A single seat Libelle, 
the original fibreglass single seater can 
be picked up for a lot less. There is 
one for sale for $20,000. Libelles are 
still winning Club Class competitions 
around the world.

Wood and fabric gliders however can 
be picked up for a song, and depending 
on your expectations, you can have just as much fun flying these. 
The Ka6, a real “hot ship” of  its time has similar performance to 
the Libelle. Performance drops off  as you go older but you have to 
remember that back in the ’50s and ’60s pilots such as New Zealand 
soaring pioneer Dick Georgeson and his wife Helen were setting 
high altitude and distance records, some of  which still stand, in 
exactly these gliders. It is possible, just not very comfortable, and 
much more difficult than flying modern gliders to do this again, 
should you really want to challenge yourself. You can pick up a 
wood and fabric glider, in flying condition for less than $10,000. 
That’s cheap flying. 

Mostly these gliders are great for just enjoying being in the sky. 
The Ka8 that I spent many hours flying in the ‘80s, thermalled 
in the barest puff  and could stay airborne as long at the pilot’s 

posterior would allow. It had the 
penetration of  a falling leaf  however 
so cross country flights became a real 
adventure and you made sure there were 
landing areas close. I loved flying that 
glider.

The Vintage Kiwi group have 
regular rallies around the country where 
enthusiastic pilots, owners and restorers 
come together to enjoy these lovely old 
aircraft. They find that as people clear out 
old sheds and hangars they are “gifted” 
with more antique gliders than they 
have the funds or personnel to restore. 
Vintage Kiwi have a partnership with 
the Classic Flyers museum in Tauranga 
and have several gliders on display there. 
There is a beautifully restored Slingsby 
Prefect glider hanging in the ceiling of  
the Queenstown Airport. The Prefect’s 
registration is ZK GAB – so the 2nd 
glider registered in the country. 

While it is lovely to see these museum 
pieces looking shiny, Vintage Kiwi is 
much more interesting in restoring these 
antiques to flying condition and then 
actually flying them. That is what their 
rallies are all about. If  what you’ve just 
read sounds interesting, and especially 
if  you have wood and dope aircraft 
restoration skills, Vintage Kiwi would 
love to hear from you. Contact Roger 
Brown at sailplane@xtra.co.nz.

I’m Jill McCaw and I’m the editor and 
publisher of  SoaringNZ, New Zealand’s 
premier gliding magazine. To learn more 
about gliding and to find clubs in your 
area see Gliding New Zealand’s website. 
For subscriptions to SoaringNZ visit 
www.mccawmedia.co.nz

A Ka8, much loved by the author.

The Ka6 contest scene in NZ in the 1960s.

A recent vintage rally at Taupo.

A Ka6 restored by John Currie of Rotorua.

New Zealand Soaring
contributed by Jill McCaw

of  which the Masai herd thousands, enabling wildlife to regain 
territory. Poaching of  Elephant and Rhino horn is another major 
concern and night vision cameras are to be fitted to endeavour to 
police this foul habit.   

Training proved uneventful, other than for large vultures soaring 
on the downwind leg. Cross country flights were stimulating and 
three solo pilots a great reward for an intense three weeks. Bring on 
another interesting Email!     Tony Unwin, Gyrate Tauranga
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the heat of  the day degraded performance and again after lunch 
and a siesta, when the cool of  evening improved conditions. I had 
allowed three weeks to achieve 60hours of  flight training and this 
turned out to be an accurate estimate of  what was needed to reach 
a comfortable solo standard all round. A small hiccup occurred 
when the dreaded curse of  Africa, dirty fuel, blocked a filter and 
we lost a couple of  days. The good news was that in the process 
of  stripping the machine an errant, or should that be Italian, 
screwdriver showed up from under a floor cowling, lurking with 
intent to jam a control. Beware what lurks near aircraft!   

Two days grounded meant time for a Game Drive. I have 
enjoyed driving vehicles through many of  Kenya’s Game parks but 
to be chauffeured by a Masai Warrior guide was something else. 
This guy had been born in a local mud hut, he discussed world 
affairs in perfect English and drove a Landcruiser with expertise to 
admire. Like most of  the Masai he wore a traditional red cloth wrap 
with knife and spear to hand. On his belt were mounted two mobile 
phones. The telecom network is sophisticated in coverage and 
capability. You can do banking by phone and load a sim-card with 
money as a means of  payment. This can then be cashed at a bank 
or used for another transaction.  Africa is full of  surprises!

Calvin Cottar, whose grandfather guided the then Duke and 
Duchess of  York on hunting trips, is now passionate about 
conservancy. The impact of  modern civilisation on wildlife is 
so damaging that urgent action is required to ensure that what 
we enjoy seeing today is available for future generations. The 
autogyro is seen as a significant tool to monitor activity in a newly 
established conservancy area adjacent to the Mara Game Reserve. 
An agreement has been signed to control the movement of  cattle, 

EAGLE-EYED readers may have noticed that in our last issue 
of  KiwiFlyer we accidentally substituted a picture of  a model F4 
Phantom and called it a Panther. Here is the actual award winning 
Panther along with its pilot Colin Austen.

At the recent Tokoroa ANZAC jet event, the overall best scale 
jet award was won by Colin with this scratch built 24% Panther 
(2.7m long & 2.7m wingspan). The project took Colin 3.5 years 
to complete from scaled up Nic Zirolli plans. It is powered by a 
Behotec (German) turbine that produces 18kgs thrust and the 
model itself  weighs 23kg.

With such a massive wing area, the flying characteristics of  the 
model are very docile and it slows down to a crawl when landing. It 
is great to watch it being flown in a scale manner.

Since the Tokoroa event, Colin has made a remote controlled 
sliding & opening canopy hatch for the Panther which is operated 
via a compressed air ram system. He even machined the ram 
himself. The cockpit has now been fully fitted out in fantastic scale 
detail, complete with a handmade ejection seat unit and pilot.

Colins attention to detail is outstanding and the effort he has put 
into this project made him the well deserved winner.

Best Scale Jet Award

Colin Austen with his award winning Panther. The 2.7m long model is 
powered by turbine engine producing 18kgs of thrust.

Biplane Fly-in Report
           Contributed by John Nicolson
RANGITATA Island aerodrome (located between the north and 
south branches of  the Rangitata River in South Canterbury) hosted 
a Bi-plane Fly-in on Sunday April 28. 

The day was billed as a post-ANZAC social event in honour of  
two near-new replica bi-plane warbirds, but as everyone knows, any 
old day will do for a fly-in for hosts Russell and Lynda Brodie. A 
good number of  aircraft of  all shapes and sizes turned up on the 
near perfect temperate day in spite of  a menacing nor-westerly sky. 
The gathering was complete with the appearance of  a pair of  very 
well turned-out Airdrome Aeroplanes Fokker D-VII (80%) replicas 
- ZK-FKG and FKR, being the first of  type here. The chromatic 
Fokkers are powered by a 2180cc air-cooled VW engine and were 
registered as Class 1 microlights in 2012. The Fokker D-VII fighter, 
which first flew in 1918, was said to be the finest fighter of  WWI.
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FLIGHT   TRAINING
Pacific Helicopter Training introduces revolutionary 

safety standards with the new Guimbal Cabri G2. 

We have limited student numbers to 
ensure personalised career training.

Contact us for PPL and CPL training, Type Ratings for 
G2, R22, R44, Night Ratings and Instructor Ratings.

Christchurch International Airport
Contact Chris:   P: 03 359 6891   M: 027 316 8444  

E:  chris@pacificaircraft.co.nz

www.pacifichelicoptertraining.co.nzMore safety.  More utility.  More fun !

Training 
now available 

to meet new 
PBN/GPS CAA 
requirements

l RENEW YOUR INSTRUMENT RATING NOW AND INCLUDE RNAV
l SINGLE PILOT IFR COMMAND RATINGS l MULTI-CREW TRAINING
l CERTIFIED PBN/GPS COURSES RUN REGULARLY
l INITIAL AND SUBSEQUENT TWIN TYPE RATINGS ON CESSNA 402C & PIPER SENECA IV
Train for an airline in one of the best equipped multi-engine turbo charged Senecas in 
the country, with highly experienced instructors that have actual airline experience.

ADVANCED MULTI-ENGINE IFR TRAINING

A: Woodbourne Airport, Blenheim      Ph: 0800 743 432

See our website for full information 

www.waypoints.co.nz
Contact: Mark Woodhouse

waypoints@clear.net.nz

Professional Aviation 
Ground Courses and 

PilotBooks Training Manuals

Enquiries	and	Enrolments	being	taken	
for	the	following	upcoming	courses:

Basic	Turbine	Knowledge
30-31	October

ATPL Courses  
2 more times in 2013
Winter	and	Spring

See our website for details

PilotBooks	Training	Manuals	for:

PPL, CPL, 
IR, BTK and ATPL

Ph/Fax: 09 298 1899
or 0508 CHOPPER
E:	info@chopper.co.nz

www.chopper.co.nz

FLIGHT TRAINING
THEORY COURSES

TYPE RATINGS
S300 R22 R44 B206

CHARTER  .  SCENICS
PHOTOGRAPHY

SURFING  .  BANNERS

We offer professional training in a
friendly and relaxed environment

where graduates may also participate
in our commercial operations. 

Call us for an information pack or 
a trial flight to start your career today.

Providing	Personalised	Training	to	Private	and	Commercial	Pilots	for	over	20	years 

Malcolm: 027 484 0635  E: malcolm@mefs.co.nz        
www.middleearthflyingschool.co.nz

Train at Matamata with
Middle Earth Flying School

Personalised PPL, CPL 
and	MEIR	Training

Now	registered	with	NZQA

No	wasted	taxi	or	holding	time

Controlled	airspace	moments	away

Focused	and	cost	efficient

Our brand new Tecnam Twin is here

Our brand new Tecnam 2008 is here

Extensive	new	offices	and	classrooms

Owned	and	run	by	airline	pilots	with	
experience	spanning	four	decades

P: 03 443 4005  
E:	ruth@mountainflying.co.nz

Teaching	outstanding	skills	
taught	to	us	by	the	pioneers	
of	mountain	flying.	
Fly	in	your	plane	or	ours.	
Call	to	enquire	about	
our half and full day 
packages	or	your	individual	
requirements.

www.mountainflying.co.nz

Expect	to	fly	3	to	4	hours	a	day	to	achieve	from	12	to	16	
hours	 flying.	 Spend	 the	whole	 day	with	 us,	 as	we	 stop	
after	each	flying	lesson	for	a	break	and	de-brief	with	a	cup	
of	 tea	and	picnic,	 tailor	made	to	your	skill	 level.	 	Please	
enquire	about	our	newly	introduced	competitive	NZ	pilot	
hourly	flying	rate	or	pilot	only	rate.

Introduction	to	Mountain	Flying	–	4	Day	Course	
Next	dates:	19th-22nd	July	

ENROL NOW !



NZ’S ONE-STOP ROTARY ANd FIxEd WING MAINTENANCE FACILITY ALL UNdER ONE ROOF

Buying an aircraft?  -  We can help with checks and upgrades
See us for Assessments, Cosmetics, Avionics, Modifications, and Ongoing Maintenance Programmes to Suit Your Needs.

Selling an aircraft?  -  We can complete your preparations for sale
See us for Checks, Corrosion Control, Cosmetics, CoA, and more.

Avionics, Airframe, Engines, Hydraulics, Components…      Genuine Beech, Cessna, Piper, and Helicopter Parts in stock.

Contact Craig Brown  P: 09 295 1639
E: craig.brown@hawkerpacific.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore.

www.hawkerpacific.com

ZK-SHN  Vans RV-7

FOR Chris Schoen of  Kaponga, the search 
for an aircraft to build began in 2007 when 
he stumbled across someone’s RV-7 build 
log online and found himself  glued to it 
in his spare time. It soon became obvious 
that the RV-7 was the aircraft for him in 
every way. So a tail-dragger version was 
ordered and on October of  the same 
year the ‘slow-build’ kit arrived and was 
started in his garage at home. The RV 
kits, made by Vans Aircraft of  Aurora, 
Oregon, who incidentally are celebrating 
their 40th anniversary this year, are very 
complete when they arrive. All necessary 
aluminium forming is done and all the 
welding is completed. Moulded canopies 
and fiberglass parts are supplied and all 
the hardware is also included. Most steel 
parts are powder coated. In the kits, rivet 
and bolt holes are pre-punched into all the 
parts. 

For Chris as this was his first aircraft he 
found building the RV-7 to be an enormous 
learning experience, but overall it was 
an extremely rewarding and worthwhile 
project. The engine is an ECi kitted IO-360 
(180hp), turning a Hartzell Constant speed 
prop. It has a basic glass cockpit from 

Advanced Flight Systems and a TruTrak 
2 axis Autopilot. Chris painted it himself  
during the summer of  this year and is very 
happy with the results. 

At present Chris is getting the aircraft 
ready for inspection and is hoping that it 
will be ready to fly within the next couple 
of  months. SHN will be based at Hawera.

ZK-MSA  Tecnam P2008

MIDDLE EARTH Flying School, based 
at Matamata Airfield, was set up by veteran 
pilots Malcolm Reynolds and David Giles 
to provide personalised PPL, CPL and 
MEIR training. This new Tecnam P2008 
aircraft will join their existing fleet that 
include a Tecnam P2006 Twin, Victa 
Airtourer 150 and a Piper Cherokee PA28-
140.

Malcolm and David were impressed 
with their twin’s reliability and performance 
which helped with the decision to purchase 
another Tecnam. 

ZK-MSA arrived in NZ with another 
Tecnam ZK-MBN and both these aircraft 
were reassembled by Solo Wings of  
Tauranga. 

Tecnam’s P2008 has metal wings and 
a stabilator for strength, reliability, and 
the ability to flex in flight providing a 

more comfortable ride. The carbon fibre 
fuselage provides for excellent aerodynamic 
efficiency, great looks, and a generous cabin 
width. 

The P2008 is powered with a Rotax 
912ULS engine and an instrument panel 
fitted with twin Skyview screens. David 
tells me that it is a great light trainer with 
responsive controls which makes it ideal 
for new pilots as it teaches them balance. In 
fact it has already flown 60 hours to date. 

I also talked to Mitchell Coombe who 
is currently training with MEFS. Having 
also flown Cessnas, he says that the P2008 
has a great cockpit and flies well, staying in 
balance with minor adjustments, and that 
it is helping his flying skills to become well 
rounded.

ZK-MOF  Europa Classic

THIS Europa Classic aircraft is very well 
travelled. It was built in the 1990s by John 
Bampfylde in Paekakariki but just as it 
neared completion John’s job took him to 
America so the Europa was packed up and 
went too. Firstly it went to Massachusetts 
and then a year later to the mid-west where 
John flew around for four years exploring 
the vast American countryside including 
a visit to the Kitty Hawk airfield where 

ZK Register Review Profiles provided courtesy of Hawker Pacific
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contributed by Penny Belworthy ARRIVALS - March / April 2013  
CFL Classic Aircraft WACO YMF Classic Flights Limited  Wanaka  Aeroplane
CWX Quad City Challenger II Mr G G Iles  Murupara  Microlight Class 2
HPD Bell 206B Rotor Flite N.Z. Limited  Clevedon  Helicopter
HQH Bell 206B Rotor Flite N.Z. Limited  Clevedon  Helicopter
HSO Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Hazeldean Aviation Limited  Christchurch  Helicopter
HVA MBB BO 105 CBS-4 Oceania Aviation Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
IAW Robinson R22 Beta Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
IBO MBB BO 105 CBS-4 Oceania Aviation Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
IBP MBB BO 105 CBS-4 Oceania Aviation Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
IIB Guimbal Cabri G2 Frontier Helicopters Limited  Whakatane  Helicopter
IPA Robinson R44 II Dr C H Mueller  Kerikeri  Helicopter
IZD Guimbal Cabri G2 Mt Gerald Station Ltd  Lake Tekapo  Helicopter
JNB Albatros D.II Replica The Vintage Aviator Limited  Masterton  Aeroplane
MBN Tecnam P2008 Mr J R Nicholls  Mangonui  Aeroplane
MOF Europa Aircraft Europa Classic Mr J S W Bampfylde  Canterbury  Amat Built Aeroplane
MSA Tecnam P2008 Middle Earth Flying School Limited Otorohanga Aeroplane
PLW Magni Gyro M24C P B & L E Whitford  Pukekohe  Gyroplane
PZL PZL-104 Wilga 35A K A & J M Wisnewski  Upper Inglewood Aeroplane
RDZ Pipistrel Sinus Dold Trust  Paihia  Microlight Class 2
SHN Vans RV 7 Mr C O Schoen  Kaponga  Amat Built Aeroplane
SNI TVAL Sopwith 7F.1 Snipe The Vintage Aviator Limited  Masterton  Aeroplane
UTP Preceptor Ultra Pup Mr T R Smith  Te Awanga  Microlight Class 2
ZAC Cessna 172S CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane
ZDM Cessna 172S CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane

TRANSFERS - March / April 2013
AKR Jodel D9 UL Mr T E Pinny  Ohaupo  Microlight Class 1
BSW Taylorcraft BC12-D Alpine Aviation Ltd  Ashburton  Aeroplane
BZZ Morane-Saulnier MS 880B Mr H S Fitzsimmons  Auckland  Aeroplane
CFX Druine D31 Turbulent Mr M A Fleming  Rangiora Amat Built Aeroplane
CMZ Fletcher FU24-950M Super Air Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane
CSW Cessna 150G Mr J H G Wilkinson  Turangi  Aeroplane
CXM Cessna 177B PSC Aviation Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane
DAC AESL Airtourer 150 S R & A Brodie  Winchester  Aeroplane
DKQ Taylor JT-1 Monoplane Mr K W Langford  Rakaia  Amat Built Aeroplane
ELS Cessna A152 Associated Aviation (Wellington)  Nelson  Aeroplane
EOM Cessna 152 Associated Aviation (Wellington)  Nelson  Aeroplane
ETU Cessna 172P Nelson Aviation College Ltd  Motueka  Aeroplane
FLD Zenith Zodiac CH 601 XL Mr S Khan  Motueka  Microlight Class 2
FLF Cessna A152 Mercer Flying Centre Ltd  Pukekohe  Aeroplane
FXY Alpha R2160 Massey University School of Aviation  Palmerston North  Aeroplane
GNM Schempp-Hirth Discus CS Mr Austin  Taupo  Glider
HBD MBB BO 105 S Mr S W Day  Wanaka  Helicopter
HCS Guimbal Cabri G2 Pacific Helicopters Limited  Christchurch  Helicopter
HFP Robinson R44 II Pacific Helicopters Limited  Christchurch  Helicopter
HFU Robinson R22 Beta J R Livestock Limited  Timaru  Helicopter
HIF Robinson R22 Beta T H Ruddenklau Farming Co  Wanaka  Helicopter
HIU Aerospatiale AS 350BA Heli Sika Limited  Taupo  Helicopter
HQO MBB MBB-BK117 B-2 Pacific Helicopters Ltd (PNG)  Havelock North  Helicopter
HUQ Eurocopter AS 355 F2 Pacific Helicopters Limited  Christchurch  Helicopter
HUV Robinson R22 Beta Tussock Helicopters Limited  Rotorua  Helicopter
HVA MBB BO 105 CBS-4 Van Asch Wines Limited  Queenstown  Helicopter
HXG Robinson R22 Beta Pacific Helicopters Limited  Christchurch  Helicopter
HYQ Hughes 269C Shoreline Helicopters Limited  Napier  Helicopter
HZB Robinson R22 Beta South-West Heli Lease Limited  Te Anau  Helicopter
IZU Robinson R44 II Reid Helicopters Nelson Limited  Wakefield  Helicopter
JAX Tecnam P2008 Father & Sons Aviation  Hamilton  Microlight Class 2
JDM Cessna 180 Mr I K Walters  Hikurangi  Aeroplane
JQM Fisher Aero Corp Horizon II Mr F P Reinecke  Hamilton  Microlight Class 2
MAI Best Off Skyranger Vmax Mr S P Duncan  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
MBG Piper PA-28-161 Wellington Aero Club (Inc)  Wellington  Aeroplane
MDR Cessna 172N MDR Aviation Ltd  North Shore City  Aeroplane
MER Thruster Aircraft Thruster Mr G A Lovegrove  Tuakau  Microlight Class 1
MRG Cessna R182 Mr D R Nicholson  Wanaka  Aeroplane
NPJ Cessna 172R Taranaki Air Ambulance Trust  New Plymouth  Aeroplane
OWL Jodel D.18 Mr P J Locke  Hokitika  Microlight Class 2
PIT Pitts S-2A Dr S W Husheer  Napier  Aeroplane
ROC Piper PA-34-200 Air2there.com (2008) Limited  Paraparaumu Aeroplane
SAJ NZ Aerospace FU24-950M Super Air Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane
SRN Sigma Aircraft Sigma-4 Mr K J Gaitely  Auckland  Microlight Class 2
SVT Tecnam P96 Golf Endeavour Farm Limited  Te Aroha  Microlight Class 2
SWK Seawind 3000 Mr C D Charles  Australia Amat Built Aeroplane
TES Tecnam P92 Echo Super Mr M Gordon  Tauranga  Microlight Class 2
TFW Cessna U206F Hibiscus Air (Ltd) Fiji  Fiji Aeroplane
VCG Cessna 162 Auckland Aero Club (Inc) Ardmore  Papakura Aeroplane
ZZT Tecnam P2002 Sierra RG Izard Pacific Aviation Ltd  Taupo  Microlight Class 2

DEPARTURES - March / April 2013                     
BPS Cessna 172A Mr G D Monk  Hokitika Aeroplane Dest
DEE Piper PA-28-140 Ms S Marky  Waiheke Island Aeroplane Exp
FGY Cessna 182P G L Thomson Family Trust  Glenorchy Aeroplane Dest
GRX Schempp-Hirth Janus B   Glider W/d
GVV TeST.SPol.sro TST 10 Atlas M Mr G van Vliet  Hamilton  Microlight C1 Exp
HOL MDHS 600N Airwest Helicopters Ltd  Reefton Helicopter Exp
IAW Robinson R22 Beta Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura  Helicopter Exp
IHU Robinson R66 Heli Sika Limited  Taupo  Helicopter Dest
KFB Gulfstream GV-SP ExecuJet New Zealand Limited  Wellington  Aeroplane Exp
KOF Cameron Mug-90 Mr R J Walczak  Carterton  Balloon Exp
MFN Britten-Norman BN2B-26 Milford Sound Flights Limited  Queenstown Aeroplane Exp
MOS DH 98 Mosquito F.B. Mk 26 AVspecs Limited  Manukau  Aeroplane Exp
MUS Cessna 510 Acernus Aero Limited  Wellington  Aeroplane Exp
PZL PZL-104 Wilga 35 K A & J M Wisnewski  Inglewood Aeroplane Dest
SWR DH 89A Dragon Rapide Dragon Rapide Aircraft Group Ltd  Auckland Aeroplane Exp
TFW Cessna U206F Hibiscus Air (Ltd) Fiji  Fiji Aeroplane Exp

NEW AIRCRAFT  |  USED AIRCRAFT  |  ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE
Hawker	Pacific	are	New	Zealand’s	one-stop	rotary	and	fixed	wing	maintenance	facility	under	one	roof	at	Ardmore.
Contact	Craig	Brown	on	09	295	1639,		email:	craig.brown@hawkerpacific.com www.hawkerpacific.com

FOR ALL FIxEd WING ANd ROTARY 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR ANd
AVIONICS REQUIREMENTS,
CONTACT HAWKER PACIFIC 

AT ARdMORE ON 09 295 0665
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Murchison Fly-in Report
MURCHISON is the annual flying event 
that we all look forward to. A dedicated 
core of  gyro & fixed wing enthusiasts from 
the Top of  the South attend every year, but 
the event does attract those from further 
afield as well.

This year the weather for 8-10 March 
looked set for perfection, promising some 
amazing flying 
opportunities. 
We towed 
our borrowed 
caravan to 
Murchison on 
Wednesday 
night prior and 
set it up on the 
airstrip. Then 
on Friday we 
loaded the 
trailer with 
BBQ, braziers, 
firewood and a 
large marquee. 
Jan drove 
the car and 
trailer and I 
left Nelson by 
gyro at around 
6pm, climbing 
to the south 
in calm clear 
conditions. 
I had always wanted to pass over Mount 
Hope and into the head of  the Owen 
Valley.  This proved a bit of  a challenge, 
struggling to find lift and make height 
in the high temperatures and I arrived 
in Murchison 62 minutes after take-off  
from Nelson. Friends helped to put up the 
marquee and base camp was established.

Graeme Clarke, Bruce Naish, Gary 
Whiting, Noel Wilson and Keith McLean 
had arrived earlier and had some great 
flying the in 1,000 acre plateau between the 
Matiri Valley and the Mokinui river on the 
west coast. Lockie & Sheryl added to our 
merry band.

Saturday morning dawned with 
Murchison fog preventing any early 
morning wake up flights. By 1030am the 
fog had lifted and we were joined by Colin 
Gibson and Kevin Allport from Nelson 
plus a couple of  fixed wings from Rangiora 
& Hokitika. We spend the day taking 
interested people for rides and doing some 
extended flight-seeing ourselves. Afternoon 
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the Wright Brothers National Memorial is 
located. Another job shift saw him relocate 
to Australia based firstly in Melbourne 
and then Brisbane. Again the Europa was 
packed up and shipped out so John could 
enjoy some more flying and exploring 
Australia. He said the Europa is the perfect 
aircraft for this and has done 430 hours to 
date of  very enjoyable flying.

Europa Aircraft began in the 1990s to 
build a small aeroplane capable of  quiet, 
comfortable, high speed, low cost touring. 
The basic concept was to produce an 
aircraft that made real flying affordable and 
possible, that could be built and be stored 
at home, be easily transported on its own 
trailer, operate on car fuel, be rigged and 
ready for flight in under ten minutes, carry 
two people and their luggage and take off  
and land on unprepared grass fields. All of  
these objectives were achieved.

John’s Europa is now based at Rangiora 

PO Box 812
Cambridge	3450
New Zealand

CAANZ	Approval	SUP	69410

HARDWARE - AN, MS, NAS and other standards
RAW MATERIAL - Sheet, Tube, Bar and Extrusions

GENERAL GA PARTS - Airframe, Engine and associated items
MICHELIN TYRE DISTRIBUTOR

SPECIALIST IN SOURCING HARD TO FIND PARTS

For	all	your	requirements,
Please contact:

P   +64 7 827 0233
F   +64 7 827 0236
M   +64 21 869 114
E			avparts@xtra.co.nz

contributed by Jan Aberhart and Lloyd Heslop

flying became challenging in over 30 degree 
temperatures and as the only source of  
shade on the airstrip, the marquee became 
very popular. On Saturday night we went to 
the Hampden Hotel for a meal, returning 
to the field for music and merriment. 

Sunday morning was foggy too, but it 
cleared quickly. We decided to make a flight 

to an airstrip 
in the Maruia 
Valley. Six of  
us lifted off  
Murchison and 
tracked up the 
Glenroy Valley 
crossing into 
the Maruia at 
Frog Flat and 
headed south 
searching for 
the airstrip we 
had been given 
permission 
to land on. It 
was roughly 
450m long on 
top of  a small 
ridge. All but 
one of  our 
group decided 
to land on it. 
The strip had 
a crown that 

made it look awfully short but after Keith 
and I paced it out, we found no reason to 
be concerned.  After a briefing we all lined 
up and departed the strip to the north 
traveling down the Maruia Valley together 
spotting trout in the gorge to the west 
of  Shannendoah returning to Murchison 
via the Doeboy Creek. By this time the 
temperature was back to the 30s so we all 
packed up leaving the marquee to the last.  

Once again, a great weekend had by all. 
Next March we have decided to change 
airstrips and fly off  Hunters at Springs 
Junction where we will have several 
alternative outfields to explore. Hope to see 
you there. 

  Regards, Jan & Lloyd 

The photos above are by Paul Davies of  
Video Wings. Paul attends the Murchison 
fly-in every year and produces a DVD of  
the event which is available for $25 +$5 
p&p. For more information, email Paul: 
videowings@xtra.co.nz

The annual Murchison fly-in during March attracted an eclectic 
group of gyros, fixed wings and a helicopter.

Murchison offers plenty of interesting nearby country to explore.

airfield and is currently awaiting its 
100hour inspection before CAA is called to 
complete their inspection and issue it with 
a CoA.

ZK-CWX Challenger II

HAVING decided it was time to move 
up from a Bantam, Gavin Iles imported 
a Challenger II kit from Canada that had 
been started by its previous owner some 
25 years ago. The kits are actually still in 
production by Quad City Ultralights in 

Illinois, 30 years after the design first flew.
Upon arrival CWX needed quite a lot 

of  things to be changed to bring it up to 
today’s standards. This is the two place 
clipped wing version and will be powered 
with a Rotax 582 engine. 

Gavin chose a Challenger because they 
are one of  the longest standard microlights 
still flying in the world. They are robust, 
easy to land, need just 200m for take-off, 
cruise at 100mph and land at 35mph. He 
said it will be ideal for taking off  from the 
back paddock on his farm at Murupara and 
flying to Tauranga for the day. 

The aircraft is being built for Gavin at 
Kim Thompson’s (pictured) Pacific Aero 
Coatings, Tauranga and will be finished 
using Superflite products. At this stage the 
wings are complete and painted, all the 
radio systems etc. have been installed and 
Gavin is hoping that it will be ready for its 
first test flight quite soon.
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Guimbal Cabri G2

Now available in New Zealand, the revolutionary 
Guimbal Cabri G2 is the safest helicopter in its class. 
Contact Pacific Aircraft Sales for more information.

Phone Terry: 03 359 3681 or 027 433 2647
email: terry@pacificaircraft.co.nz   www.cabri.co.nz

COLLECTORS
EdITION
Using images captured during 
the test flying around
Auckland, this calendar 
contains a  spectacular 
collection of air to air images 
supplemented by detailed 
close-ups of the intricate 
workings of the iconic 
Mosquito. 
A3 size on heavy board. 
Only available from:

warbirdrestoration.co.nz/shop.html

The initial three issues of this comprehensive aviation directory. Similar style to the well 
known Janes All the World’s Aircraft. Michael J Taylor Editor in Chief 
Each title is a hardcover volume ranging from 672 pages through to 967 for the last edition. 
Billed as the world’s most comprehensive aviation reference work, covering thousands of 
aircraft types in service and development - civil, business and military aircraft, airships, 
gliders and recreational aircraft, etc. Each entry has a detailed description, with full 
specification. Plus listings of aircraft companies worldwide, engine performance tables, 
radar, missiles, and more. 
It is an invaluable reference work for air forces, commercial airline and fleet operators, 
manufacturers and subcontractors, and other professional organisations in the industry. 
Each edition is fully revised from the previous edition. Entries from edition one (1996-97) do 
not appear in the subsequent editions and reference must be made to the earlier volume. 
Volume two was published 1999-2000 while volume three under a Flight International 
publishing banner was published in 2002. There were no further issues published. Each 
book weighs about 3.5 kg. On-line examples offshore retail for about US$40 plus freight. 
These	3	books	are	available	for	NZ$120	freight	free	to	any	NZ	address.	
Contact	Graeme	on	07	889	7928	or	email:	graeme@porter.net.nz

Brassey’s World Aircraft & Systems directories

NEW Robinson R44 Raven I and II

New Robinson R44 Raven I and II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R22 Beta II

New Robinson R22 Beta II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

4 PAX + Pilot, Cruise Speed 120 kts, 927 lb usable at 
max fuel. Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R66 Turbine

6	Sold	-	Enquire	now	for	avialable	slots	in	2013

Contact dennis:  P. 09 298 6249  |  M. 0294 923 160  |  E. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airport, Papakura. www.dtiAircraftSales.com

International	Aircraft	Sales	and	Acquisitions	for	45	years.

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

1979	CESSNA	421C	‘GOLDEN	EAGLE’			ZK-TRC  
11,767 Hrs SN. SIDS compliant. Engines 980 & 706 Since O/H. 
8 place pressurised cabin. Upgraded avionics. Excellent paint 
& interior. Air-con. Full de-ice. 2233 lbs useful. Air ambulance 
kit available. Just off Part 135. $330,000 +GST if sold in NZ..

																Buy	it	and	we	will	teach	you	to	fly	it	!

1981	Cessna	Citation	501	(ISP)   ZK-NDT   4673 Hrs SN. Original factory engines 1188 
hrs since P&W Gold o/h. Thrust Reversers. 3 owners. Freon air with cool sticks. Impeccable records. 
Cescom. Multiple interior configs. Cruise 340 kts up to 41,000 ft and operate to/from small airports. 
Fresh major inspections. Hangarage, Crew & Management available! US$575,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1980	Cessna	T210-N	Turbo	Centurion	II	
ZK-ETI   4951 Hours SN. Superb 6 seat high performance 
transport. Great Garmin and King IFR Avionics. EFIS HSI. 
Tip tanks. 388 Hrs to 1600 Hr TBO. Hangared at Ardmore. 
Asking $199,500 +GST if sold in NZ.

2010	Piper	PA-44-180	Seminole    ZK-NNN     As new 
with only 132 Hours Since Factory New. Avidyne Entegra. Glass 
Cockpit with Garmin COMS, NAVS, GPS, Audio and Tranponder. 
S-TEC 55 Auto-pilot. Asking US$525,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1976	PIPER	PA-31-310C NAVAJO C   ZK-JGA  
11,880 Hrs. Engines 901 & 203 Hrs Since New. Props 98 Hrs 
Since O/haul. King avionics. Full de-ice. Crew & cargo doors. 
High gross mod. 2249 lbs useful. Nice paint & 8 place interior. 
Just off Part 135. Call for details. $295,000 +GST if sold in NZ

Classic	Tiger	Moth 
ZK-CYC 
NZ$139,900 no GST.

1980	Cessna	172-N	Skyhawk	II			ZK-KAS   Tidy 
example. 8820 Hrs SN. Lycoming O320-D2J. 160 HP. 2000 
Hr TBO. 1112 Hours since factory o/h 2008. 2 Cessna NAV-
COMS, Transponder, ADF, DME, VOR/ILS. 100 hr inspection 
and ARA March 2012.  $85,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1998	Eagle	150B   ZK-EGL   
Only 430 Hours SN. GPS / COM, Transponder, 
Intercom. Std Eagle Factory Equip. Full Gyro 
Instruments. 120 Knot cruise at 23 lph. Factory 
demonstrator. $75,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

FOR QUICK SALE
2000 EAGLE 150B  
ZK-PNM  205 Hrs SN. 
Bendix-King avionics with GPS/
Moving map. Asking: $79,900.00 
+GST if sold in NZ
 
URGENT SALE - BEST OFFER 
1976 ROCKWELL 114  
ZK-LMH  1600 Hrs SN. IO-540 
with 1600 Hrs SN. IFR equipped. 
Needs 100 hr/ARA. Seller seeks 
best offer as-is where-is at 
Ardmore. Call for full specs.

2012 CESSNA 162 
SKYCATCHER  ZK-SKC    Only 
50 Hrs SN with warranty. Hangared at 
Ardmore. Expressions of interest sought. 
Priced substantially below new price.

1969	Piper	PA32-260	
Cherokee	Six-B		ZK-ENZ  
15504 Hours SN. Lycoming 
O-540 1998 since factory new 
in 1982. Calendar time to Jan 
2021. Prop 756 since o/h. 
Garmin GNC-250 COM/GPS & 
Transponder. King KX-170 and 
KY-195B VHF COMS. 
7 Seats. Cargo door. Fwd & rear 
baggage. Asking $59,900 +GST 
if sold in NZ.

For private advertisers, classified advertising in KiwiFlyer is discounted to only 
$35 including GST for 50 words and a colour photograph. Or pay by column 
space at the rate of only $10 including GST per column centimetre. Please 
contact us for commercial advertising rates.

Send your advert details and cheque made out to Kiwi Flyer Limited to 
Kiwi Flyer, PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244. 
Alternately, email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz Credit cards or bank transfer payments 
are welcome but can only be accepted by internet payment. Please contact us for 
details by email or phone 0800 KFLYER  (0800 535 937).

Classified deadline for the next issue is 1st July.
Don’t forget to include all of your contact details in your advertisement. 

Reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers with your classified advertisement

KiwiFlyer Event Guide
June 16th
Dannevirke Flying Club Dawn Fly-in
Landing competition on arrival and 
usual sumptuous breakfast supplied. 
Contact Gary by email: gmmore@xtra.
co.nz or phone 06 374 4180 on the day. 

June 17th-21st
Aviation Industry Conference Week
See this issue of  KiwiFlyer page 34.

June 28th-30th
Brass Monkey Fly-in 2013
At Lake Station Airfield, Nelson. Local 
flying, great food, accommodation, 
landing fees, and TALL stories, all for 
the one fabulous all inclusive price. 
Contact Kevin Allport on 
027 234 5961 or 03 548 5387 
or email: allport@actrix.co.nz 

February 1st-2nd 2014
Healthy Bastards Bush Pilot Champs
At Omaka. Contact Craig Anderson on 
029 890 4910 or email:
craig@soundsaero.co.nz

Robinson R22 available for 
private	hire	or	commercial	lease

Fully	optioned	and	in	as-new	condition.

Currently based at Ardmore.
No monthly syndicate fee.

No	need	to	purchase	a	share.
Ideal	for	hour	building.

Rate	depends	on	usage.
Some	conditions	apply.

Advanced instruction available. 

Ph:	021	667	866	or	Email:	rotorflight@xtra.co.nz
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Places to Go: West Auckland Airport Parakai
Saved from closure and with some great development over the last few years by 
the Lockie family, West Auckland Airport at Parakai is an excellent base for 
further exploration into the north, as well as a destination in itself. Ruth caught 
up with Harvey Lockie recently who as a resident expert on the area, co-wrote 
this edition of  ‘Places to Go’. 

FOR THOSE from out of  town, it can be intimidating to fly into 
Auckland with its heavy traffic using the eight aerodromes listed in 
the AIP:   Auckland International, Whenuapai Air Base, Ardmore, 
North Shore, 
West Auckland 
Parakai, 
Waiheke Island, 
Mechanic’s Bay 
heliport and 
Pikes Point 
heliport.

West 
Auckland 
Parakai is a 
low-stress 
option, just fly 
up the West 
Coast beaches 
below 1500ft 
to stay clear of  
all controlled 
airspace, 
and once on 
Muriwai Beach 
hop over the 
sandhills into the Kaipara valley with the river leading you to the 
airport. Or fly up the East Coast, staying at sea until north of  the 
Whangaparoa peninsula then cross over to the Kaipara Harbour 
with the airport at the southern end.    

West Auckland Parakai looks after visitors well with a Courtesy 
Car for aviators to get into the nearby towns, or into the Auckland 
CBD (35 minutes away). There’s no paperwork required…  if  you 
don’t come back they will just keep your plane!

Like most flat areas in the north the aerodrome used to be very 
wet in winter, but this is no longer a problem with 800m of  sealed 
runway and plenty of  hard standing for visiting aircraft…   just 
stay on the hard surfaces during winter or you WILL get stuck. 
The landing fee of  $10 for 24 hours is automatically billed through 
‘Aimm’. There is a GA clubroom, accommodation at various 
levels in nearby Parakai and Helensville towns or a bit further 
at Orewa on the east coast, and basic but clean backpacker level 
accommodation on the field.

Avgas, Mogas and engineering are available, and there is usually 
entertainment in the form of  the tandem skydive operations for 
which Parakai has long been known. It is always interesting to watch 
from the ground as people jump out of  a perfectly good aircraft 
and land with various degrees of  accuracy on the grass apron.   

But you don’t want to be watching these too closely from the 
air, so the aerodrome has its own radio frequency, 123.5, which is 
closely monitored by the pilots of  the skydive planes and the two 
skydive bases who actively work to maintain separation. They are 
not controllers so they can’t order you around, but if  you request 

the “Skydive Status?” from 10 miles out, they will tell you if  they 
are about to drop, and are happy to advise if  you will have time 
to get down, or are better to go for a short scenic flight up the 
harbour and they will then tell you when all jumpers are down. So 
there doesn’t need to be any dodging of  chutes on final. They can 
also advise which runway is favoured by the wind so there is no 
need to join overhead.

There is no controlled airspace north of  West Auckland Parakai, 
and it is a 
good base 
from which to 
explore the Far 
North. There 
are interesting 
day trips to 
Dargaville 50 
miles away at 
the other end 
of  the Kaipara 
Harbour and 
Whangarei 
(BP avgas) 
much the same 
distance. And 
further north 
to Kerikeri 
(BP and Zed), 
Kaikohe and 
Kaitaia (Zed).     

A great day 
trip is to fly up one coast to North Cape and back down the other, a 
340 mile round trip with the ability to land at Kerikeri or Whangarei 
for a cuppa at the cafes in the airports there. North Cape is at 
latitude S34, and you’re getting seriously far north here - it’s much 
the same latitude as Sydney. 

There’s a wide variety of  scenery. On the West Coast you have 
miles of  long empty beaches and wild scenery, and it is sometimes 
possible to land on Ninety Mile beach. This is designated as an 
official ‘road’ and has regular tourist buses so there are usually tyre 
tracks to indicate where it is hard enough to land safely.  

The East Coast is very different, with a succession of  seaside 
towns, islands, bays and harbours full of  yachts. There are plenty 
of  modest fibrolite baches (cribs?) where you’ll see families gutting 
freshly caught fish, and lots of  holiday mansions with Aucklanders 
sipping lattes on the deck, and everything in-between as well.    

Great Barrier Island is 50 miles to the East and 50 years back in 
time. It’s well worth a visit and a short walk into the Claris CBD for 
one of  the famous ‘Roadkill Pies’ at the Claris Texas Café. 

Visit www.ParakaiAirfield.co.nz for the ‘Nearby Airfields’ page 
which has the details and photos of  the 100 airfields within easy 
flying time of  West Auckland Parakai. This page is widely used by 
aviators in the North, and gets some 300 visits a month from those 
looking for somewhere interesting to go in the area.

There is spectacular flying to be had at the top of  the North 
Island. NZPI provides a low stress arrival for those visiting 
Auckland and a great base for travelling further northwards. If  you 
haven’t been there, add it to your must-do-soon list today.

Left: Parakai not only has a sealed runway, but also an observation tower. A courtesy car is available for visiting 
pilots. Leading Edge Aviation provide maintenance facilities at the airport and with Avgas and Mogas available, 
Parakai is an ideal base from which to explore the north.  Right: Muriwai Beach is a short distance to the west.

Places to Go

contributed by Ruth Presland and Harvey Lockie
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