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Comment and Contents

Welcome to KiwiFlyer Magazine number three. It is certainly 
appropriate to take this opportunity to thank all advertisers, readers 
and contributers, for your support of  the publication and of  the 
concept we are endeavouring to deliver.

Our goal is to make KiwiFlyer a reference publication for the New 
Zealand aviation community and marketplace. The magazine will 
continue to be sent out for free to all aircraft operators and aviation 
document holding businesses. It is now also established on retail sale 
throughout the country as well as being available by subscription 
for just $25 for 12 months (six issues). Obviously the magazine is 
predominantly funded by advertising content so please support our 
advertisers when you are able and let them know that you saw their 
advertisement in KiwiFlyer.

Feedback from readers, whether by a chance meeting on an airfield 
or  by direct contact via phone or email has been very encouraging 
and we really appreciate your comments. We welcome suggestions 
or contributions for future issues. Don’t hesitate to send an email 
or phone our 0800 number. Feedback from advertisers has been 
excellent as well and we thank readers for the support that you are 
showing to those businesses who are a part of  KiwiFlyer Magazine.

A feature of  this issue is the PilotExpo Guide. This major event to 
be held at Ardmore on the 27th and 28th of  February has been very 
well supported by the aviation business community. More than 40 
aviation businesses and organisations will be present at the Expo. 
There is a full seminar programme in place across two days, as well as 
numerous aircraft, exhibits and other attractions to make this a must 
see event. Peruse the Guide and make the decision to visit Ardmore 
for the Expo. Take advantage of  the information and networking 
opportunity that is presented when so much of  the aviation business 
community is in the same place at the same time. And don’t forget 
to bring this magazine and the PilotExpo Guide to the show with 
you. KiwiFlyer will have a stand at the Expo and we look forward to 
meeting you there and discussing any ideas or requirements you have.

This issue includes a variety of  articles that cross the spectrum of  
the aviation marketplace and community. We enjoyed test flying the 
new Garmin 695 portable GPS and the now well proven and very 
much respected Lightspeed Zulu Headset. We also have a variety of  
aircraft articles, both fixed wing and rotary, including an introduction 
to aero modelling. Petrolheads will definitely want to check out 
the Whitianga Festival of  Speed notice on page 25. Rex Kenny has 
written a Guest Comment on the new golden era that sport aviation 
finds itself  in. And we continue to include the Avsure sponsored 
accident and incident summary as well as an events guide and the ZK 
register review.

Enjoy your reading. See you at PilotExpo !

Michael Norton
Editor, KiwiFlyer Magazine

From the Editor
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Front Cover: Mike Crene flying his V6 Titan Mustang at Matamata. 
KiwiFlyer thanks Peter Ryan (pilot) and Chris Haynes (Tecnam camera

plane owner) for their time and assistance with the photo shoot.
AeroPhoto by Michael Norton.

In this issue
The “Kiwi Mustang”
Mike Crene’s Titan T-51 Mustang bristles 
with innovation and attention to detail. 
We visited Mike for a photo shoot and the 
story of  his aircraft.  

Garmin 695 GPS Evaluation
KiwiFlyer borrowed this latest piece of  
remarkable technology and took it for a test 
flight. We wanted to keep it.

Improved Breathing for R22’s
Helispecs of  Taupo have developed an 
improved exhaust system for the R22.

Personal Insurance for Pilots
Bill Beard from Avsure offers some useful 
information regarding Pilot Term Life 
Insurance.

LightSpeed Zulu Headset Evaluation
It won the Headset of  the Year award from 
Aviation Consumer Magazine. We took one 
flying ourselves to see just how good it is.

PilotExpo 2009 Guide
The comprehensive guide to what will be 
the aviation event of  2009. 

Whitianga Festival of Speed
A new event combining aviation, power 
boat racing, motorsport and more.

Simmonds Spartan Restoration
An eight year project to restore a vintage 
Simmonds Spartan has just been completed 
and the aircraft is now for sale.

Gyro Flyers meet at Dannevirke
KiwiFlyer attended the annual Autogyro 
Association meeting at Dannevirke.

Aero Modelling
Messing about with model planes is often 
as much an addiction as a hobby. We 
include a beginners’ guide to the sport.

Raising Maintenance Standards
Aeromotive has been developing an airline 
approach to GA maintenance.

Sport Aviation: A New Golden Era
Rex Kenny from NZ CAA provides a 
motivational Guest Comment for this issue.

Accidents and Incidents
KiwiFlyer Subscription Form 
KiwiFlyer Events Guide
ZK Register Review
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ARE YOU THINKING AHEAD ?

Six Great Reasons
to Choose TECNAM

Tecnam is the largest 
light aircraft fleet in the 
world. Over 2500 flying 

worldwide.

Our prices INCLUDE 
Freight, Assembly, 
Certification and 
Delivery to your 

airfield.

Our prices are in
NZ dollars. There
are NO exchange

rate surprises.

All of our stock
is available for

IMMEDIATE delivery.
You won’t have to wait.

TECNAM has the
greatest range of

models in its class.

TECNAM has 12 years
of investment and

growth in New Zealand. 
We offer support
and stability you

can count on.

1

2

3

4
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Ex Demo - P2002 SIERRA   2008   $152,000*1

Available Now !

P2002 SIERRA    NEW   $154,900*

Ex Demo - P2002 SIERRA RG   2009   $172,000*1

Available Now !

P2006T  Coming Soon - Orders taken Now !

First two arriving in August this year.

P2002JF   2004   GA Certified   $139,000*1

Available Now !
P2002JF   2004   GA Certified   $139,000*1

Available Now !

P92JS   2003   GA Certified   $119,000* 
Available Now !

P92 EAGLET   NEW   $158,000*
Available Now !

P92 ECHO S   Year 2000   $69,900*
Available Now !SOLD

Call TECNAM on (09) 298 9144 or 021 832 626
1  VHF/Intercom/Transponder included.    * All prices are in NZ$ excluding GST.
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The “Kiwi Mustang”

Has your business just completed an interesting project?  Use KiwiFlyer to tell the aviation community. 5

KiwiFlyer Cover Story 

Whichever way you examine the lines, the aircraft looks lovely. Mike is sitting in the 
cockpit and though you can’t quite see in the photo, you can be sure that he’s smiling.

Mike Crene and ZK-DBG in the sky above Matamata. The prancing stallion on the tail 
adds the finishing touch to a beautifully built aircraft. AeroPhoto by Michael Norton.

When Mike Crene phoned KiwiFlyer to place 
a classified advertisement for his rather special 
Titan T-51 Mustang, we immediately thought 
“Cover Photo” and arranged to meet him at 
Matamata. Mike’s well known aircraft includes 
several innovations jointly developed with other 
Titan Mustang builders. One result of  this is that 
ZK-DBG is now affectionately known around the 
world as the “Kiwi Mustang”.

FOR THOSE not in the 
know, the Titan T-51 Mustang 
is a kitplane three-quarter 
scale replica of  the P-51D 
Mustang, produced by Titan 
Aircraft in the USA. Since 
their launch, the kit has 
proved immensely popular 
with hundreds of  kits sold 
and  many dozens now flying 
throughout the world.

Mike’s History
Mike’s ten years experience 

in the  RNZAF lends itself  
well to professional kitplane 
building. He has built his own 
2.5 litre V6 T-51 as well as a 
2.7 litre V6 version. He also 
spent time as a member of  the 
team who built the first two 
Rotax powered T-51s which 
were the first to fly in the 
Southern Hemisphere. Mike 
has been lucky enough to 
spend time working with John 
Williams of  Titan Aircraft 
(whom he has a lot of  respect 
for) and in Mike’s words “We 
have been swapping ideas since.”

Building ZK-DBG
The answer to the traditional question 

of  “How long did it take?” is about 2500 
hours, plus another 1000 hours “just 
thinking about it”. Mike actually started the 
project when living in Kaitaia, then when 
about half  way through shifted to Rangiora 
and finished it there.

Mike notes that Titan produces an 
airframe kit that he considers to be great 
value for money. It comes complete with a 
hydraulic pump for the undercarriage and 
a good amount of  the wiring and switches 
are also supplied.

Builders can choose to source their 
own engine, reduction drive and prop, 
although now Titan can supply the 

complete package which includes a recently 
developed prop for the V6’s and a gear 
driven reduction drive developed by Neil 
Hintz of  Autoflight, based just down the 
road in Hamilton. Neil now exports geared 
reduction drives directly to Titan in the US.

DBG has an electric constant speed 
prop, and “steam driven” gauges in 

the cockpit for authenticity. Mike has 
completed the aircraft to a very high 
standard, which reflects both his Air Force 
service and a natural care and attention to 
detail. He says the Titan is not a difficult kit 
to build providing the correct sequence is 
followed.

Innovating the special parts
The “Kiwi Mustang” was the first to 

use a V6 engine with a geared reduction 
drive and is currently the only V6 engined 
version flying in the Southern Hemisphere. 
The engine package is becoming well 
proven, having been upgraded from the 
problematic belt drive reduction unit 
originally fitted.

Mike has fitted Titan drop tanks, which 
are becoming a popular option.  The tanks 

use transfer pumps to top up the main 
tanks in flight, doubling the aircraft’s range. 
A lot of  attention was also paid to the 
“cosmetics” of  the aircraft. Mike wanted to 
more closely follow the lines of  the original 
P-51 and his work here included shaping 
the nose cowlings with an English Wheel 
to get the “V12 shape”, changing the wing 

root fairings, and creating a 
larger radiator intake scoop. 
Mike also extended the tail 
wheel down further to create 
a more realistic stance while in 
the 3-point attitude. 

DBG is painted in 
authentic “Mustang Silver” 
with D-Day stripes for “extra 
visibility and safety”.

Flying a V6 Titan Mustang
To start with the statistics: 

ZK-DBG will cruise at 140-
160mph depending on loading 
and the drop tanks. She has a 
600lb useful load. At 1750lb, 
she will stall clean at 68mph 
and dirty with gear and flaps 
out at 58mph. The aircraft 
can be flown aerobatically to a 
+6/-4G loading.

During test flying, DBG 
proved to be a very stable 
aircraft and clean stalls 
produced minimal height loss 
after a straight ahead nose 
drop. Mike says that it took an 
aft C of  G and full flap / gear 
out at MAUW to provoke a 
docile wing drop, with instant 

recovery aided by the powerful rudder. 
Titan have produced a very pilot-friendly 

taildragger. The wide oleo undercarriage 
and V6 power combined with large flaps, 
allows for short field operations of  under 
300m. Mike proclaims DBG as a very nice 
aircraft to fly with responsive controls. It 
is also very nice to look at. In particular 
though, the V6 roar from up front sounds 
just like a V12 for both the pilot and 
onlookers on the ground. 

ZK-DBG For Sale
Mike is busy with other projects and is 

reluctantly offering DBG for sale. TTSN is 
just 80 hours. You can purchase this aircraft 
for not a lot more than $200,000. Contact 
Mike on 027 667 4400 or 
m.crene@xtra.co.nz
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Would your business like to sponsor a regular column in KiwiFlyer?   Contact us to discuss options. 7

Products and Services

About KiwiFlyer

KiwiFlyer is the reference publication
for the New Zealand aviation marketplace.

KiwiFlyer is published every two months and delivered FREE
to every aircraft operator and aviation document holding 

business in New Zealand. This and other targeted distribution 
assures advertisers of the widest market coverage.

KiwiFlyer offers businesses promotional opportunities from 
informative commentary on products and services.

KiwiFlyer is the most cost competitive way for any aviation 
business to tell everyone in the New Zealand aviation market 

about their products, services, or recent achievements.

KiwiFlyer will help prepare your advertisement or write
editorial on your business or new developments.

Call us to discuss your marketing programme or visit our 
website for more information and to download a rate card.

0800 KFLYER (0800 535 937)
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Garmin 695 GPS

The 695 is robust and elegant. Controls include 
short cut and soft keys plus a rotary joystick.

At left: The nearest airspace as we depart Ardmore and at centre, the Hamilton Airport arrival page.

At right: The view from a helicopter 
after lifting from a remote pad near 
Ardmore, matched by the terrain 
image shown in red and yellow 
above. A white arrow on the lower 
‘profile’ view shows aircraft altitude 
being just below the hill height.
Red shows ground within 100’.

Impressions and Ease of Use
With the intention being to try it 

out rather than simply rewrite the sales 
brochure, the first thing to question was 
just how long it would take to learn to 
drive the unit. The answer was about two 
hours one evening on the sofa, in which 
time we had pretty well mastered all the 
common functions, set up some basic flight 
plans, run a simulation, and become quite 
comfortable with the software navigation 
systems. It is certainly an elegant product.

The 695 is very intuitive to use, 
especially for Garmin veterans and such 
users will probably find themselves ignoring 
the manual for all but reference questions 
when they can’t figure something out by 
trial and discovery. On that subject, the 
manual is good rather than great. The index 
isn’t as comprehensive as it might be and 
we couldn’t find any written reference to 
the Simulator functions which we located 
the menu for only after an internet search.

A small niggle is that you’ll have to 
find your own carry case because one 
isn’t supplied, though in fairness, a clip on 
protective screen cover is.  

Something that does impress is the 
display refresh speed. Interruptions to 
scrolling last for fractions of  a second only 
and shouldn’t annoy anyone in the same 
way that delays on some other units do.

The Hardware
The 7” screen really is daylight viewable 

in bright sunshine, with display backlight 
intensity being adjustable over 10 steps. 
Also impressive is the fully concealed 
built-in aerial which was good enough to 
pick up 5 satellites sitting inside the house, 
albeit beside a couple of  corner windows. 
A remote aerial is also supplied, as is a yoke 
mounting bracket.

For control, the 695 offers buttons 
for zoom, flight plan, nearest and direct-
to functions. There are five ‘soft keys’ 
for selecting various options within each 
display mode. The best part though, is a 
robust rotating joystick that facilitates fast 
selection of  menu items and the entering 
of  waypoints and other information. 

The 695 weighs in at 1kg including the 
integrated NiMH battery which will last up 
to 3 hours with full backlight. 

Features and Connectivity
The 695 offers all the typical aviation 

GPS features for location, route planning 
and tracking. Its accomplishment here 
is the ease with which all of  this can be 
navigated. The rotary joystick can be used 
to toggle Map, Waypoint, Terrain and Info 
displays and the soft keys to select VFR, 
IFR, Topographical or Satellite views. The 
terrain display and safe altitude functions 

are particularly reassuring to confirm 
expectations at night or in low visibility.  

The ‘Nearest’ button opens a screen 
from which the rotary joystick will toggle 
between the nearest airports, VORs, NDBs, 
airspace, intersections, waypoints, cities, and 
ATC. A ‘smart airspace’ function can also 
be used to highlight airspace that is near to 
the present position and altitude.

Displays are all user configurable to 
almost any requirement and a de-clutter 
function offers single button staged 
removal of  roads, airspace, and other 
details except for the route being followed. 

Other functions include a weight and 
balance page to help with CG calculations 
for multiple aircraft and a flight log which 
will store information from up to 50 flights.

Trip and Waypoint Manager software 
allows for transfer of  waypoints and routes 
to and from a PC via USB cable. GPS data 
can also be archived for future use. 

A very nice feature is a capability 
to connect to a Garmin radio whereby 
frequencies from information pages can 
be pushed straight to the radio from the 
GPS. Connections will soon be available for 
Zaon PCAS traffic information display.

In summary
We had a great time flying with the 695.

It packs an enormous capability into a 
genuinely portable package that is very easy 
to operate. It is a must see product if  you’re 
in the market for a new portable GPS.

Available from South Pacific Avionics
For all avionics enquiries phone (09) 298 1373  
E: sales@avionics.co.nz      www.avionics.co.nz

Garmin have just released their new portable 695 GPS on the market. It boasts a 7 inch screen and a 
marvellous array of  easy to use features. KiwiFlyer took one flying, courtesy of  South Pacific Avionics. 
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KiwiFlyer is published every two months and
delivered free to every aircraft operator and 
aviation document holding business in New 
Zealand. Other persons are welcome to 
subscribe for only $25 incl gst (6 issues).

Make your cheque out to Kiwi Flyer Limited 
and post with this coupon to Kiwi Flyer 
Subscriptions, PO Box 72-841, Papakura 2244.

Or fax with your VISA or Mastercard details 
to (09) 929 3079. KiwiFlyer uses Paymate to 
process credit card transactions. Please note 
that your payment will appear on your credit 
card statement as a payment to “Paymate”.

Or subscribe online: www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Thanks for your support of our publication !

Subscribe to KiwiFlyer Magazine today ! 
Name:

Address:

Phone:Post Code:

Name on Card:

VISA or M/C:

Expires: /

Please charge $25 to my

Email:

Helispecs offer Improved 
Breathing for R22’s

HELISPECS of  Taupo maintain working 
helicopters and if  there is one item that 
causes endless headaches, it is the exhaust 
systems attached to the ubiquitous 
Lycoming IO-320/360 engines that are 
found in the Robinson R22 series and the 
Hughes/Schweizer 269 series. Exhaust 
systems seem to be almost an afterthought 
for airframe designers and their sometimes 
tortuous installations have caused many 
engineers to call for an early ‘Smoko’ break 
at inspection time.

For Roger 
Maisey of  Helispecs 
the answer was 
clear cut. With no 
alternative systems 
available in New 
Zealand and with 
more than 160 
R22’s of  various 
models active on 
the New Zealand 
register, the time 
was right to design 
a new system. The 
goal was to make 
life for the engineer 
more tenable and to 
offer some definite 
performance 
advantages for the 
earlier R22 Beta 
series helicopters. 
The outcome 
is a complete 
replacement system manufactured from 
aircraft grade stainless steel that can be 
fitted in one man hour of  time. 

Having some experience in the 
design and manufacture of  automotive 
branch exhaust systems, Roger applied 
his knowledge to the R22 Beta. 
The performance results to date are 
encouraging. As well, the cabin heating 
muff  was redesigned to lower the incidence 
of  CO leakage into the cabin via the 
heating system.  Final cost is yet to be 
established but Roger assures that it will be 
less than the OEM unit. Installed weight is 
approximately the same as the OEM unit 
and noise level output is no higher than the 
original installation. Manufacture is carried 
out in the Helispecs workshop at Taupo.

Test flying of  the development unit 
was carried out by Mark Law of  Frontier 

Helicopters, Whakatane. A detailed 
comparison was made under working 
conditions of  the OEM unit first (to set the 
parameters) and then the new “Helipower” 
system was installed – within one man 
hour - and the testing regime repeated. 
Tests were conducted between sea level 
and 3000 feet.  Performance at altitude 
was impressive according to Mark, with 
a full two inch gain in manifold pressure 
being observed.  In flight performance for 

an R22 Beta with 
the Helipower unit 
installed was equal 
to the hot and high 
performance of  a 
Beta II model. 

The new system 
will make an ideal 
fitment when the 
time comes for top 
overhaul or engine 
replacement as 
the opportunity 
will also exist to 
undertake some gas 
flow work on the 
cylinders. This will 
help assure power 
plant  longevity 
with increased 
performance 
and undoubtedly  
savings in direct 
operation costs.

Modification 
approval is currently pending with CAA 
and upon granting of  the Mod an STC 
will be applied for. Success of  the initial 
unit has prompted development of  a 
similar unit for the R22 Beta II and now 
the Hughes/Schweizer 269 series is also 
in the Helispecs Helipower sights. The 
Robinson R44 series is crying out for a 
better aftermarket system as well said Roger 
- “It won’t be too difficult to bring forth a 
unit that is more durable than the existing 
OEM unit”.

The addition of  a performance exhaust 
system to the Helispecs portfolio increases 
the capability of  a helicopter maintenance 
company identifying niches to improve the 
original product. To discuss the Helipower 
unit and all your helicopter maintenance 
requirements contact Roger on 027 498 
2812 or email: heli.specs@hotmail .com 

The R22 solution is compact and elegant. Helispecs 
plan to repeat the development process for the 
Hughes/Schweizer 269 series and the Robinson R44. 

JAPAN NEW ZEALAND
AVIATION COMPANY

A strong Japanese Yen and weak New Zealand Dollar mean 
that this is an excellent time to market your aviation training 
services to Japanese students. We can help you achieve great 
results from direct marketing in Japan.

We also offer services for:

Importing and Sourcing    .   Japanese logbook translation
Business Development Advice  .  Introduction and Liaison

Contact: Yasuo Ariyama           Phone 021 297 7715
email: yasuo@jnzac.com                  www.jnzac.com
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South Pacific Avionics Ltd
Ardmore Airfield, Auckland

Phone (09) 298 1373
www.avionics.co.nz

GPSMAP96C
Go from plane to 
  car to boat without
  missing a beat*
Built in logbook 
  automatically tracks
  all flights and 
  movements
Bright, sunlight readable
  colour display
Only 215gms
* Automotive and marine
  charts are optional extras

XRX PCAS
Portable 
Collision
Avoidance
System

XS3 GPS
Integrated GPS
120 metre accuracy
Immediate alert
Very light, 295gm
Very compact
5 year warranty

GPSMAP495
3.8” Display
Altitude and
  Terrain
  Warnings
Super fast
  refresh rate
Optional
  automotive
  mode and 
  voice prompts*

Cost effective and 
Portable Traffic Awareness / 
Collision Avoidance is here on 
your GPSMAP495 screen when 
connected to a Zaon XRX 
PCAS. Call today for prices.

Sales, Service
and Installation
of the world’s
best avionics

Look !

Accident and Incident Reports
are provided courtesy of  

Note: Accidents and Incidents are sourced from the CAA website and are provided for 
information only. Accuracy is not guaranteed. Refer CAA website for updates or full briefs.

Type:  Cessna 180J  DOD
Location: Taihape
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil
Date:  28 Nov 2008 POB: 3 
Report: The aircraft touched down onto 

the grass strip lightly but one of  the 
main landing gear struts collapsed. As a 
consequence the aircraft veered off  the 
runway centreline then overturned. The 
aircraft incurred substantial damage but the 
three POB managed to vacate the aircraft 
without injury.

Type:  Robinson R22 Beta  HWF
Location: Marlborough
Operation: Transport Pax Injuries: Nil
Date:  2 Dec 2008 POB: 2 
Report: The helicopter had aborted a 

landing attempt due to strong winds and 
while turning downwind for a second 
attempt it encountered sinking air and 
settled onto a hillside and rolled over.

Type:  Cessna 172R  EAT
Location: Ardmore
Operation: Training Solo Injuries: Nil
Date:  3 Dec 2008 POB: 1 
Report: The aircraft impacted the ground 

on landing damaging its nosewheel, 
propeller and engine cowlings.

Type:  Robinson R22 Beta  HBG
Location: Springs Junction
Operation: Agricultural Injuries: Nil
Date:  17 Dec 2008 POB: 1 
Report: The helicopter experienced a 

tailwind after takeoff  during an agricultural 
operation. The pilot dumped the load but 
collided with a hillside.

Type:  Robinson R22 Beta  IMO
Location: Rotorua
Operation: Training Solo  Injuries: Nil
Date:  18 Dec 2008 POB: 1
Report: On a first solo hovering exercise, 

the helicopter experienced dynamic rollover 
and tipped on its side.

Type:  Schweizer 269C-1  HVU
Location: Whitford Forest
Operation: Training Solo  Injuries: Nil
Date:  19 Dec 2008 POB: 1
Report: The pilot was carrying out confined 

area training when the helicopter had an 
engine failure. The subsequent landing 
caused substantial damage to the helicopter. 

Type:  Robinson R44  HPR
Location: Rangitata Island
Operation: Agricultural Injuries: Nil
Date:  21 Dec 2008 POB: 0 
Report: The pilot was out of  the helicopter 

discussing the job with the landowner when 
it became airborne and rotated 180 degrees 
before landing on its skids. The main rotor 
blades and tailboom were damaged.

Type:  Maule  JQI
Location: Ongaonga
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil
Date:  09 Jan 2009 POB: 3 
Report: When landing onto a private airfield 

the left hand main collapsed. Continued up 
strip, slewed sideways and stopped at fence.

Type:  Piper PA-32  EAB
Location: Pauanui Beach
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil
Date:  5 Jan 2009 POB: 2 
Report: The aircraft landed wheels up on 

the runway at Pauanui Beach.

Type:  Sportine Aviacija  GUN
Location: Omakau
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil
Date:  07 Jan 2009 POB: 1 
Report: The glider was climbing through 

6600ft when the pilot lost rudder control. 
The glider began to spiral right. A forced 
landing was finally made onto a slight down 
sloping stoney paddock with gear up to try 
and avoid a large landing path deflection 
with no rudder. The glider could not be 
stopped before striking a fence.  

Personal
Insurance
for Pilots

Obtaining life insurance when you are a pilot 
shouldn’t be fraught with exclusions and special 
conditions. Bill from Avsure offers the following 
information relating to Pilot Term Life Insurance.

THE MAJORITY OF aircraft owners 
and commercial operators are meticulous 
regarding insurance on their aeroplanes or 
helicopters, however more often than not, 
don’t consider personal insurance for either 
themselves or employees.

If  you have ever tried to obtain life 
insurance as a pilot, you will know why. 
Often you only have two options - either 
the choice of  paying higher premiums 
because you fly, or accepting an Aviation 
Exclusion Clause or restrictions as to the 
type of  flying you do and the number of  
hours you fly in any particular period. The 
reason for this is that most life insurance 
companies and agents don’t understand 
the actual risks involved in aviation and 
are therefore unable to find the most cost 
effective coverage for pilot insurance.

Avsure have in association with a 
leading life insurance brokerage, developed 
an underwriting criteria that allows us 
to obtain pilot life insurance coverage at 
preferential rates not generally available. 
Our policy will provide needed protection 
for private and commercial pilots of  both 
fixed wing and helicopters. We can include 
cover for critical illness, trauma, medical 
cover and also income protection in the 
event of  an accident or illness.

Avsure Principles have some 25 years 
of  successful insurance history and this 
together with my 40 years of  aviation 
experience has enabled us to formulate 
a personal life insurance programme 
designed specifically for pilots.

Individual pilots can go to our website 
and from the sub menu click on “Quote 
Forms”, then print a copy, complete 
and fax back to us the “Pilot Term Life 
Insurance Questionnaire”. This will 
provide us with the basic information 
and our life insurance consultant will get 
directly in touch with you to discuss your 
requirements in more detail.

We can also provide Employee Group 
Schemes for commercial operators 
including employee term life and 
medical insurance, income protection, 
and shareholder/partnership business 
protection and key person insurance.
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KiwiFlyer Product Evaluation

LightSpeed Zulu Headset on trial
New Zealand’s LightSpeed agents, Special 
FX Supplies Ltd, recently sent KiwiFlyer their 
demonstration Zulu headset for us to evaluate. 
Given the many commendations already bestowed 
on this product, our expectations were high. 

We weren’t disappointed
To start with a conclusion, the Zulu 

really is very light, very quiet, very 
comfortable, very capable, and delivers 
near audiophile quality sound. No wonder 
Aviation Consumer Magazine named it 
their “Headset of  the Year”. That said, 
in the interests of  providing informative 
commentary rather that gratuitous babble, 
we’ll move straight to the specifications.

The specifications
Starting with weight 

and materials, the Zulu 
weighs just under 400 
grams due to being 
constructed predominantly 
from magnesium and 
composite plastics. In 
particular, the earcups are 
made from magnesium, 
said to also provide a more 
rigid barrier for sound 
attenuation. The foam 
earcup seals are covered in soft leather. 
The headband has a vented headpad and 
is designed for low side pressure. We can 
confirm that the whole package makes for a 
very comfortable headset indeed.

The Zulu offers acceptable passive 
noise reduction and exceptional active 
noise reduction. According to LightSpeed, 
their engineers focused ANR efforts on 
the parts of  the noise spectrum that create 
the most discomfort. The result of  their 
effort creates a perception of  quietness that 
exceeds the actual decibel numbers quoted.

A Bluetooth compatible wireless phone 
and music interface is provided and the 
Zulu can be easily synced (if  you follow the 
instructions) with your Bluetooth device.

The battery box contains all controls for 
the headset as well as an input for a wired 
auxiliary device. A switchable auto-mute 
function can be set to activate for radio and 
VOX comms. Hardwiring to the panel is 
also an available option, as is the choice of  
a helicopter plug and coiled lead..

Anyone who enjoys music in the cockpit 
will love the Zulu’s “Front Row Centre” 
button and the exceptional audio quality 
that this and the other audiophile grade 
componentry provides. Front Row Centre 
is designed to eliminate the problem 

created when the left and right sound 
channels are completely isolated from each 
other by headphones. The Zulu provides 
overlaid sound to the left ear that would 
normally be heard from the right speaker 
and vice versa. The result is an audio 
experience you will not previously have 
heard anywhere near a cockpit. In fact, 
you’re very likely to find yourself  wearing 
the headset on the sofa at home, listening 
to your favourite music there as well.

What other pilots and reviewers say
There are plenty of  reviews, both from 

magazines and individual pilot purchasers 
that can be browsed on the internet. By far 

the majority rave about 
the comfort and clarity 
of  communications and 
users are delighted with 
the Bluetooth interface 
and savings this makes 
regarding the traditional 
tangle of  cables. Quite 
a few people complain 
that the microphone and 
lead are fixed to the left 
earcup. However the 
earcups are individually 
shaped and hinged for 

left and right which is undoubtedly part of  
the comfort equation. It seems that if  you 
want the comfort you have to tolerate a left 
only mic position. Some users have been 
disappointed with the level of  passive noise 
reduction but the answer to that is surely to 
put some batteries in it and use the ANR 
that it was designed with. There seem to be 
only good experiences reported regarding 
any service or warranty issues.

No obligation trials
The demonstration set we tried is 

available to any prospective purchaser 
though you may need to book a place in 
the queue. Special FX Supplies also offer a 
30 day refund or replacement policy if  for 
any reason you aren’t completely satisfied 
with the product, providing it is returned in 
original condition. 

For more information
Given how good everyone says these are 

and the fact that you can easily borrow the 
trial set from Phil, anyone in the market for 
a top of  the line headset is doing themself  
a disservice not to try a Zulu. At time of  
print the price is $1772 inc. gst. Phone Phil 
Jones at Special FX Supplies on 
0800 116 741 or visit www.specialfx.co.nz
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helicopter maintenance limited

celebrating 30 years of maintaining working helicopters

Phone Roger at HELISPECS
on 027 498 2812 to discuss

all your helicopter requirements

or email: heli.specs@hotmail.com

HELISPRAY  by  HELISPECS
the originator of the carbon fibre boom concept

for AS350 B2, B3, 
and Super C
l 1000 litre capacity with 
room for foaming l Belly 
tank incorporating simple one 
person installation and removal 
l Forward mounted carbon 
fibre booms l Optional light 
weight carbon fibre tank 
l Single boom isolation option 
l Accurate, pressure operated 
contents gauge in pilot’s 
console l Dump doors open 
and close from pilot’s controls 
for fire fighting and partial 
load dumps l Designed by 
Operators for Operators 
l Competitively priced 
l Buy NZ made

l Lightweight, 72kg with 4hp 
Honda l Low mass oscillation 
absorbing carbon fibre booms 
l All stainless / carbon fibre 
construction means zero 
corrosion l Fast and simple 
installation and removal 
l Single boom isolation option

for Robinson R44

R44 BAGGAGE PODS by HELISPECS

l 220 litres capacity per pod 
l Light weight - each pod only 
weighs 14kg l 250lb structural 
load per pod l Vented for 
animal carriage l Removable 
drain bung for cleaning l 
Simple 30 second installation 
or removal l Elegant design 
and excellent functionality

HELIPOWER  by  HELISPECS
Battery Installation for Bell 206, AS350, MD369C,D,E,F,530F,600N

l Maintenance free sealed lead acid batteries 
l Light weight - 15lb saving over conventional lead acid battery 

l 16 amp hours (typical NiCad is only 13 amp hours l Improved starting 
l Initial installation $1800+gst  l Replacement batteries $700+gst

HELISPECS
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TimetableWelcome Message
WELCOME to the guide for the second 
NZ PilotExpo. We are delighted to be 
presenting the Expo again, after the solid 
base built with the inaugural event in 2007. 
The two years that have elapsed since then, 
have indeed been a mixed bag for general 
aviation.

On one hand, it is without doubt that 
we are in the middle of  another Golden 
Age of  GA. We have seen unprecedented 
technology leaps with our equipment, and 
in particular in the area of  the cockpit. 

Glass displays have become the standard, 
with equipment that would have been state 
of  the art even in airliners 10 years ago. 
GPS has become the defacto nav standard 
and getting lost, or busting airspace, 
should(!) now be a very rare event. The 
uncertified area continues to amaze, with 
sophisticated autopilots and EFIS screens 
available for less than $2000 USD. 

Indeed the whole Super microlight/LSA 
area has given us the most wonderful fast, 
frugal, and comfortable aircraft at a similar 
price to an executive car, and certainly less 
than most yachts.  Without doubt, they 
are the means of  getting new people into 
aviation, being cost effective with new 
millennium looks. Of  course there is a 
place for new certified aircraft too, but it 
is becoming increasingly obvious that the 
entry will be at the Cirrus/Cessna 400/
Cessna 182 level. We are pleased that you 
will be able to see the best of  both new 
certified and uncertified aircraft, entry-level 
aircraft and avionics at PilotExpo.

Rotary moves forward too. The 
Robinson R44 continues to make helicopter 

Scenes from the 2007 PilotExpo at Ardmore. We look forward to seeing you at the 2009 event.

Pictures courtesy of Philip J.Newman

flying more affordable, with the R66 
turbine in the wings. The gyro sector too is 
gaining traction in the uncertified area with 
new modern designs.

In contrast, the past 12 months has 
ended in one of  the most uncertain 
economic environments for decades. The 
incredible gaffes of  the US carmakers 
with respect to using their aircraft at 
inappropriate times has seen major negative 
PR for private plane use in business.

With the above in mind we are hugely 

appreciative that over 40 aviation businesses 
and organisations have “pulled the finger 
out” and are spending the time and energy 
to exhibit or to speak at the Expo. 

They have shown that they are prepared 
to go the extra mile to ask you for your 
aviation business. 

We at PilotExpo sincerely hope that 
pilots, owners, and those simply “involved 
in aviation” will also go the extra mile to 
make the trip to the Expo and support the 
efforts of  our exhibitors. 

It is our aim to make the Expo an 
annual focus and shop window for General 
Aviation in NZ. We have lots of  wonderful, 
well run and attended niche events, but no 
real annual focus where we can all shout 
about what we do, meet the people in the 
business, and see the new gear that is out 
there and available now.

We very much look forward to seeing 
you on the last weekend of  February 09.

Fly safe,
Stuart Clumpas
Event Director

Friday 27th February

9:00am Aircraft Arrivals
 Ardmore Cafe will be open
 (next to PilotExpo). 

1:00pm PilotExpo opens at the 
 PlaneSpace Hangar, 
 Harvard Lane.

1:30pm Seminars begin in the 
 Auckland Aero Club building.
 See programme in this guide.

5:15pm Keynote Address
 John Langham, General   
 Manager GA, CAA. Followed  
 by Derek Edwards, President  
 AOPA NZ. Corporate Flight  
 Services Hangar, opposite main  
 PilotExpo Hangar.

7:30pm PilotExpo closes but...

7:45pm  Spitroast BBQ with live band,  
 Corporate Flight Services 
 Hangar. Tickets $29. See below  
 for more information.

Saturday 28th February

9:00am PilotExpo opens

9:30am Seminars begin in the 
 Auckland Aero Club building.  
 See programme in this guide.

2:30pm AOPA AGM, ATC Club   
 Rooms, Harvard Lane

4:00pm  PilotExpo closes. Go flying,  
 sailing, fishing...

Don’t forget the fun part !
Friday night spitroast and barbeque

Live band   .   From 7:45 till late
All Exhibitors and Visitors welcome

Tickets  $29   .   To assist the caterers, 
please book early via our website.

Stu’s BBQ

expopilotexpoNZ

2009

www.pilotexpo.co.nz
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Visit Cirrus Aircraft
PilotExpo Stands 19 and D

Cirrus is the world’s leading innovator of 
single engine, piston powered aircraft and for 
the last five years has been the world’s best 

selling airplane in its class.

Our 950 talented employees are dedicated to 
delivering affordable airplanes that are safer, 
more comfortable, easier to operate, and that 

fly beyond your expectations.

Cirrus SR22 X Edition

Visit us at PilotExpo to learn about:

Cirrus Performance - 185kts, 1400fpm 

Synthetic Vision that brings the outside in

Sophisticated Autopilot Programs

Electronic Environmental Control

Known Ice Protection Systems

Cirrus Airframe Parachute System

www.cirrusaircraft.co.nz

For more information contact Steve Maltby 
at Cirrus Australasia. Phone +61 7 3272 9055

or email: fly@cirrusaircraft.com.au

Visit AOPA
PilotExpo Stand 13

Visit Dennis Thompson International
PilotExpo Stand N

Dennis Thompson International Limited are 
New Zealand’s longest established aircraft 
sales, service and management organisation.

We also operate two complimentary aviation 
companies. Corporate Flight Services 
Limited and Corporate Jet Services Limited 
provide total aircraft management, expertise, 
maintenance, hangarage and crewing of all 
corporate type aircraft. 

Visit Dennis Thompson International
Hangar and Sales facility at PilotExpo for:

Aircraft Sales, Service 
and Management

Worldwide Aircraft Sales 
Acquisition, Import and Export

Aircraft Valuations,
Insurance and Finance

FAA Aircraft Certification
and Services

Phone us at our Ardmore base (09) 298 6249
or email: dennis@DtiAircraftSales.com

www.dtiaircraftsales.com

Special FX Supplies are the NZ agents for 
LightSpeed Aviation Headsets and for 
ReliefBand motion sickness wristbands.

Our products will be available at PilotExpo 
for demonstration and sale.

Visit Special FX Supplies
PilotExpo Stand 23

We stand by our products. Our product 
guarantee allows you to return a purchase in 
original condition within 30 days if you are not 
100% satisfied. We’ll send you a full refund.

Call Phil on 0800 116 741 or visit our website.
www.specialfx.co.nz

LightSpeed are leading manufacturers of 
in-ear and headphone style headsets. The 
LightSpeed Mach One and Zulu compete 
at the top of their respective classes and 
are receiving rave reviews. Wear a better 
headset. Wear LightSpeed. 

The LightSpeed 
Zulu was named 
Headset of the 
Year by Aviation 
Consumer 
Magazine. Try one 
and you will soon 
see why. See the 
KiwiFlyer review on page 13 of this issue.

Travel with confidence 
wearing a motion 
sickness device that 
works. Guaranteed. 
The ReliefBand is a 
watch like device worn to prevent and treat 
nausea due to motion and morning sickness. 
It is clinically tested as well as FDA approved 
and works by emitting a low level current to 
stimulate the median nerve, a well known 
acupuncture point on the underside of the 
wrist. This stimulation stabilises the erratic 
stomach rhythms that cause nausea.

expopilotexpoNZ

2009

More Exhibitors are expected to
confirm their attendance at

PilotExpo over the coming weeks. 
Check the PilotExpo

website for regular updates.

www.pilotexpo.co.nz Visit HeliFlite Pacific
PilotExpo Stand 17 and C

HeliFlite Pacific distribute and maintain 
Robinson and AgustaWestland Helicopters. 

A range of new, overhauled and pre-owned 
aircraft are available in NZ or on short notice 
by shipment from HeliFlite in Australia. 

Contact us for any purchase, maintenance or 
parts requirements on:
 - Robinson R44 Raven I, II, and Clipper
 - Robinson R22 
 - Agusta AW139, A109 Grand, A109 Power,
    and A119 Koala

HeliFlite Pacific are located at 55 De Havilland 
Lane, Ardmore Airport. Contact Brett Sanders 
on (09) 299 9442 or 021 748 984. 

Visit Flight Structures
PilotExpo Stand 3

Flight Structures are a team of consultants 
who design and certify aircraft modifications. 
Our work ranges from structural modification 
to avionics and equipment installation as well 

as product development.

Our services include:
Design and Certification of Aircraft Designs

Aircraft Type Certification
Structural Repair Design

Fatigue Safe Life Extensions
Safety by Inspection Programmes

Transport Aircraft Interior Re-configurations

Visit our stand at PilotExpo to see the work 
we do and discuss your aircraft modification 

design and certification requirements.
P: 09 296 1950   www.flightstructures.co.nz

Flight Structures Ltd

Visit Aviation Safety Supplies
PilotExpo Stand 33

Aviation Safety offer a full range of safety 
equipment for the aviation industry.

Visit our stand at PilotExpo to see and
discuss our range of products including:

406 MHz fitted ELTs 

Personal Locator Beacons

Hire and Loan ELTs and PLBs

Collision Avoidance Systems

Life Jackets

Life Rafts

Test Tools

Remove before flight tees

CO Detectors

Weather Stations

Find Me Spot is 
an inexpensive 
GPS tracking and 
alerting device that 
requires an annual 
subscription.
www.findmespot.net.nz

Cross country 
microlight flyers 
must by law now 
be equipped with 
a 406MHz beacon.

Talk with us about 
the variety of 
options you have 
to select from.

This digital CO 
detector weighs 
28gms and 
provides a visual,  
audible and 
vibrating alert.

We now stock comprehensive weather 
stations. See them at PilotExpo.

Contact Lloyd Klee at
Aviation Safety Supplies Limited

P: 09 420 6079 or 027 280 6549
E: sales@aviationsafety.co.nz

www.aviationsafety.co.nz

Visit Spidertracks
PilotExpo Stand 14

peace of mind  .  safety  .  simplicity

Spidertracks is a simple to use,
cost-effective aircraft tracking solution.

Know where your aircraft are at 
all times.

Follow your aircraft in real time over 
the internet.

Portable, with no external antennae 
and easy to install.

Tracks accessible from anywhere in 
the world via www.spidertracks.com

Costs only as much as a good cup 
of coffee per hour to run.

Spidertracks is proudly made in 
New Zealand.

Visit us at our stand and ask about our
amazing special deal only for

New Zealand registered aircraft!

Phone 0800 461 776
email: info@spidertracks.co.nz

www.spidertracks.co.nz

Visit Sports Aircraft New Zealand
PilotExpo Stand J

Sports Aircraft NZ Ltd is the sole distributor 
for the Flight Design CT range of aircraft.

Flight Design CT is the top selling LSA in the 
United States. Our aircraft offer wide cabins, 
comfortable seats, low fuel consumption and 

great cross country performance.

P: 09 425 9929   www.sportsaircraftnz.com
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Programme of Seminars      located at the Auckland Aero Club building, Harvard Lane

The CAA Perspective on Sport and Recreational Flying
Friday 27th, 1:30pm, Seminar Room 1
REX KENNY; Manager, Sport and Recreation, CAA
Rex is intimately involved in the day to day goings on at the NZ 
regulator. Rex will update the seminar audience with the latest 
information in respect to the Light Sport Sector and specifically 
the progress being made towards an LSA category. Rex will also 
be relating the latest on the Recreational Pilot Licence, and other 
developments within the GA sector of  the CAA. As a keen Sport 
Flyer and owner of  a Sonex kit aircraft, Rex is a stalwart of  the NZ 
Sport Flying Sector.

Cirrus Aircraft Developments and Technology
Friday 27th, 2:00pm, Seminar Room 2
STEVE MALTBY; Director, Cirrus Australasia
Steve will present developments at Cirrus Aircraft in respect to the 
new Cirrus SRS Light Sport Aircraft and the Vision SJ50 Personal 
Jet. He will also cover the technology within the extraordinary 
Garmin Cirrus Perspective system as fitted to the Cirrus SR22 
on display at PilotExpo. This is the most advanced avionics suite 
available for light GA.

Changes to CAA Rules Part 43
Friday 27th, 3:00pm, Seminar Room 1
CHRIS EVANS; CEO Hamilton Aero Maintenance Ltd
Chris will cover last years changes to Maintenance Rules and their 
effect on owner/operators in GA. He will also provide an overview 
of  the roles and responsibilities of  Maintenance Organisations and 
Owners in correct maintenance of  their aircraft.

Rotary Aspirations for Fixed Wing Pilots
Friday 27th, 3:30pm, Seminar Room 2
MIKE FOSTER; CEO, Eagle Flight Training 
Mike will discuss what it takes to move toward the cost effective 
end of  flying helicopters. Mike will cover the finer points of  
a transition to rotorcraft, with emphasis on the areas of  flying 
helicopters that bring a smile to Fixed Wing pilots. 
TONY UNWIN; CEO Gyrate Gyroplanes
Tony Unwin presents the low cost gyroplane option. A kind of  
half  way house between helicopters and fixed wing, the Gyro 
Sector is one of  the fastest growing GA areas. Gyro design has 
moved forward hugely in the past few years and new machines are 
particularly comfortable and reliable. 

Maintenance of  Light Sport Aircraft
Friday 27th, 4:30pm, Seminar Room 1
BRETT PUDDLE; Engineering Manager, Aeromotive
With the growth and increasing complexity of  Sport Aviation, it is 
important that basic principles of  aircraft maintenance are upheld. 
Brett will speak about the approach Aeromotive is taking towards 
raising the standard of  sport aircraft maintenance. 

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
New Zealand General Aviation: The Present and Future
Friday 27th, 5:15pm, Corporate Flight Services Hangar (opposite 
Expo hangar)
This session will be one of  the highlights of  the event and is bound to promote 
lively discussion amongst attendees, both after the speeches and into the evening 
at the spitroast barbecue.
JOHN LANHAM; General Manager, General Aviation, CAA
John will present the Opening Address to the Expo on early Friday 
evening at 5:15pm. John will speak from the perspective of  New 
Zealand CAA about where he feels NZ General Aviation is at 
present and where he sees it going in the future. A short question 
and answer session will be held after John’s presentation.
DEREK EDWARDS; President, AOPA NZ
John’s address will be followed by a “reply” from Derek Edwards, 
President of  the Aircraft Owners’ and Pilots’ Association of  NZ. 
Derek will follow the same theme, but speak from an owners’ and 
pilots’ perspective.

Mentoring New Pilots and Engineers
Saturday 28th, 9:30am, Seminar Room 2
MURRAY PATERSON; Executive Member AOPA NZ
Murray will discuss ideas of  how we all may consider mentoring 
new and potential aviators to the industry. We have all talked about 
the ‘greying’, of  both the pilot and engineer population so Murray 
will focus on how we may help those entering GA to get through 
the maze, secure good employment and extend their boundaries.

Mountain Flying in Southern New Zealand
Saturday 28th, 10am, Seminar Room 1
RUTH PRESLAND; U Fly Wanaka
Ruth will cover the basics of  how to go about flying in our 
Mountains safely. She will cover flight preparation, how to search 
for weather information, assessing weather during the flight, 
situational awareness, and how to keep up with your aeroplane. 

Information will include identifying wind direction and currents, 
strip landings, valley flying, ridge crossing and how to stay alive.

Satellite Aircraft Tracking Solutions
Saturday 28th, 11:00am, Seminar Room 2
RACHEL DONALD; Marketing Manager, Spidertracks
Spidertracks aircraft tracking solutions enable the movements of  
your plane and people to be followed in real time over the internet. 
Spidertracks is portable with no external antenna making it easy 
to install and move between aircraft, boats or vehicles. Rachel will 
discuss how satellite tracking systems work and how they can be 
effective for the private aviator.

Fitness to Fly for Healthy Bastards
Saturday 28th, 11:30am, Seminar Room 1
DR DAVE BALDWIN; Bulls Flying Doctor Service
This talk will cover the actual process an aviation doctor uses 
to determine that a pilot is fit to fly along with a couple of  case 
examples. Dr Dave will then briefly outline his entirely unique 
method of  providing a mobile aviation medical service to the pilots 
working in remote areas of  New Zealand. There will be lots of  
humour to make it fun and keep you awake!

A Foreign Resident’s View of  NZ General Aviation
Saturday 28th, 12:30pm, Seminar Room 2
GRETCHEN JAHN
With a broad understanding of  international General Aviation, 
Gretchen will give her thoughts on NZ GA as a “foreign resident”. 
Gretchen will cover where NZ GA is currently at, where it is going 
and where Gretchen thinks it should be going. Gretchen will have 
recently returned from the GAMA (GA Manufacturers’) Summit 

in Europe. With one of  the worst economic climates ahead for 
decades, she will also convey that group’s thoughts for the future.

Airways General Aviation services in the future
Saturday 28th, 1.00pm, Seminar Room 1 
ROB IRWIN; ANS Programmes Manager and 
KAREN SMITH; Team Leader Air Traffic Support Sector
Rob and Karen will explain changes taking place to the Airways 
IFIS website to make it more user friendly and to reduce the 
amount of  direct input required when obtaining a briefing or filing 
a flight plan. They will outline options for self  management of  
flight following when outside controlled airspace and present how 
Airways sees the future in terms of  navigation aids, systems and 
aircraft equipment

The Anatomy and Maintenance of  a ROTAX Engine
Saturday 28th, 2:00pm, Seminar Room 2
COLIN ALEXANDER; CEO, Solo Wings Limited
The seminar will briefly describe the parts and function of  Rotax 
engines as well as some useful hints and ideas on servicing and 
repairs. Colin welcomes questions from the floor (as long as he 
know the answers!).

The Safetyplane Aircraft Management System
Saturday 28th, 2:30pm, Seminar Room 1
SAM BALLEY; France Aviation
Safetyplane is an aircraft management system that includes in-flight 
data recording, performance analysis, plus fleet operational and 
administration functions. The system can help to reduce costs and 
improve aircraft and pilot performance. Using system data in post 
flight debriefing can identify risk factors and thus improve safety.

Visit Airspray Ardmore
PilotExpo Stand 25

Talk to us at PilotExpo about our services for
aircraft paint stripping, surface preparation and 
corrosion control, specialist aircraft painting and 

computerised paint matching systems.

P: (09) 296 8913    M: 021 074 4876
E: paul@pioneeraero.co.nz

Visit Airmaster Propellers
PilotExpo Stand 28

Airmaster constant speed electric propellers provide 
quicker take-off and improved climb performance, 
improved fuel efficiency and range, higher top speed, 
quieter operation with reduced prop rpm, longer 
engine life, simple operation and easy maintenance, 
as well as a money back guarantee. 

Airmaster are proudly manufactured and supported 
right here in New Zealand. Meet with us at PilotExpo.

P: (09) 836 0065    E: sales@propellor.com
www.propellor.com

(programme current at time of printing - check notices at the Expo for updates) 

Visit Clarity Aloft
PilotExpo Stand H

Clarity Aloft in-ear headsets offer the highest 
level of noise protection available by any 

method including ANR.

Once you have experienced the comfort
and exeptionally clear audio of these

in-ear headsets, you won’t want to go back 
to traditional models. Visit us on the Tecnam 
stand at PilotExpo and try a pair on yourself.

Contact NZ Distributor Giovanni Nustrini
P: 09 298 9144   E: gnustrini@tecnam.co.nz

www.clarityaloft.com

Visit Falcomposite
PilotExpo Stand H

Speed, power and beautifully harmonised 
controls make the Furio effortless and 

exhilarating to fly. Classic Italian styling makes 
it beautiful to look at. 

The Furio has less than 30 structural 
components. It is uncomplicated to assemble 

and kit builders do not require specialist 
knowledge or tools.

Six kits already delivered. Book yours now !

Phone (09) 296 7966
www.falcomposite.com

Tecnam is the largest light aircraft fleet in the 
world. Over 2500 Tecnam aircraft are flying 
worldwide. We have 12 years of investment 

and growth in New Zealand and we offer 
stability and support that you can count on.

Visit us at PilotExpo and discover the many 
reasons there are for you to Choose Tecnam. 

We have a range of aircraft that are
available for immediate delivery.

Contact Giovanni Nustrini  P: 09 298 9144
M: 021 832 626   E: gnustrini@tecnam.co.nz

www.tecnam.co.nz

Visit Tecnam
PilotExpo Stand H
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Visit AeroSport
PilotExpo Stand M

Visit AeroSport
PilotExpo Stand M

The SportCruiser is a stunning, beautifully finished, 
full metal, comfortably roomy, well appointed

aircraft that is an absolute pleasure to fly. 
The unsurpassed view from the comprehensive 
cockpit makes this aircraft a must to be seen.

P: 07 829 5940            E: anton@aerosport.co.nz
M: 021 289 5999               www.aerosport.co.nz

The Stratus NG4 is the latest Light Sport Aircraft to 
be developed in Europe and now on show in NZ. It 

is a very stylish, sleek metal aircraft with speed. The 
relaxed, roomy cockpit with its ergonomic design 

makes it a pleasure to sit in with a visual display that 
is pleasing to the eye. Viewing is believing.

P: 07 829 5940            E: anton@aerosport.co.nz
M: 021 289 5999               www.aerosport.co.nz

Visit Gyrate New Zealand
PilotExpo Stand K

Gyrate are the NZ distributors for
Eagle and Xenon Gyroplanes. Both will be

on display at PilotExpo. Visit our stand
and book yourself an introductory flight.

Based at Tauranga airport, we offer
.  Scenic Trial Flights  .

Flight Training and Gyroplane Sales
P: 021 038 0760      www.gyrate.co.nz

Visit Hawker Pacific
PilotExpo Stand 20

You fly her in ...
... and we’ll do the rest

Hawker Pacific are New Zealand’s 
one-stop rotary and fixed wing 

maintenance facility under one roof. 
Yes! - We service fixed wing aircraft.

We offer custom designed maintenance 
contracts for your aeroplane or helicopter.

We hold stock of genuine Beech, Cessna, 
Piper and Helicopter parts.

You will never pay retail price for your aircraft 
spare parts when we work on it.

Our new PILOT SHOP
is open now. 

Visit our stand at PilotExpo
or call in and see us at Ardmore.

Whether your needs are 

Avionics, Airframe, Engines,
Hydraulics, or Components,

we have it all right here.

Contact Steve Siddall on 09 295 0665
email: steve.siddall@hawkerpacific.com

Visit Flightline Aviation
PilotExpo Stand 16

Flightline Aviation is one of the largest 
suppliers of light aircraft, engineering services, 

and parts to the general aviation industry. 
We are distributors for Cessna, Teledyne 

Continental, Textron Lycoming, Schweizer 
Helicopters, and MD Helicopters. 

Visit our stand to view; Cessna 172, Cessna 
182, Robinson R44, Sapphire Engine. 

P: 09 295 0850    www.flightline.co.nz

Visit Avsure
PilotExpo Stand 11

Avsure provide the most competitive insurance 
programmes available in the aviation industry.

We offer all forms of Aircraft, Aviation Liability, 
Property and Personal Aviation Insurance.

Take the opportunity to meet Bill and Jenni at our 
stand and discuss any insurance questions or 

requirements you have.

P: 09 298 8218      www.avsure.co.nz

Visit Future Steel Buildings
PilotExpo Stand L

Future Steel Buildings
(NZ) Limited

Future Steel Buildings can span 45m with
NO internal structure. Visit us at PilotExpo 

to learn more about our revolutionary 
construction. Available as kitset or erected.
0800 22 22 80     www.futuresteel.co.nz

Visit Classic Cubs
PilotExpo Stand F

Classic 
Cubs

Classic Cubs 
operate a PA-18 
Cub from Ardmore. 
The aircraft is 
available for Hire, 
Taildragger Ratings, 
Type Ratings, BFRs and Photography. An 
experienced instructor is available for training. 

P: Bill on 021 065 4538  www.supercub.co.nz

Visit Leading Edge Aviation
PilotExpo Stand G

The French DynAero MCR range comes from 
a collaboration between Michel Columban  
(highly respected Aeronautical Design  
engineer) and Christophe Robin (multiple 
French Aerobatic Champion and son of Pierre 
Robin who put the Jodel and later the Robin 
Aircraft into production).

The design priorities at DynAero are handling 
and performance, with Accountants left to take 
the back seat.

Leading Edge Aviation have a DynAero 
MCR01 Club demonstrator, said by some to 
be the best microlight in the world - and widely 
acknowledged as the Porsche 911 of
microlights. This aircraft is available with 3 
different wingspans to suit your application. 
Cruise speeds for the different MCR01 
models range from 130 to 150kts TAS. The 
turbocharged model gets 170kts at 10000’.

An MCR 4S four seat kit plane that is nearing 
completion will be on display at PilotExpo. 
This aircraft is positioned squarely at the 
very popular but ageing C172 design, with 
higher performance, shorter take off, less 
fuel consumption, and similar payload. The 
certification process is being carried out now.

Contact Bryn Lockie at
Leading Edge Aviation Limited

Parakai Airfield, 76 Green Rd, Helensville
P: 021 681 900    E: bryn@lockie.co.nz

Visit Doug the Builder
PilotExpo Stand 32

The team at Doug the Builder Construction 
specialise in high-span galvanised light-frame 
buildings for both commercial and industrial 

applications. We undertake projects from 
concept to completion including Apartments, 

Offices, Warehouses. and Hangars.

P: (09) 236 0309
E: doug@dougthebuilder.com
www.dougthebuilder.com

We are the Builders of the PlaneSpace 
hangar that PilotExpo is located in as well 
as other buildings at Ardmore including 
the Tecnam / Falcomposite complex, and  
hangars for HeliFlight and Union Airways.

We provide quality buildings at an 
economical price. Though based in Auckland, 
we undertake projects throughout the South 

Pacific. Visit our stand at PilotExpo to 
discuss all of your construction needs.

KEEPING YOU FLYING

Phone Norm: 021 418 677
Phone Paul: 021 743 033

Email: admin@centralaero.co.nz
www.centralaero.co.nz

Central Aero Engineering offer a 
comprehensive range of services from their 

base at Hamilton Airport.

Fixed wing or helicopters, our experience and 
qualifications cover your aviation engineering 

requirements. Visit our stand at PilotExpo, 
meet the team and find out how
we can help to keep you flying.

OUR SERVICES INCLUDE

Piston and Turbine advice, 
maintenance and repair.

Aeroplane maintenance for Cessna, 
Piper, Beechcraft and others.

Helicopter maintenance for 
Robinson, Bell, Schweizer, Hughes, 
Eurocopter and others.

Fabric Aircraft Refurbishment. 

Electrical System installs, mods, 
repairs and fault finding.

Maintenance Controlling and 
Airworthiness Reviews.

Welding Services (specialising in 
light alloy) and Airframe Repairs.

Role equipment engineering and 
manufacturing.

Propeller Balancing and Digital 
Vibration Analysis.

Microlight and Sport Aircraft 
inspections, maintenance, repairs, 
and build assistance.

Maintenance Provider for Rotax
and Jabiru engines.

Our team of five have over 100 years 
experience across a wide spectrum of aviation 
disciplines. These include two-cylinder engines 
to turbo props, microlights to pressurised twins, 

R22’s to Bell 212’s, and more.

Visit Central Aero Engineering
PilotExpo Stand 22

FLIGHT TRAINING

Eagle Flight Training offer a full range of Fixed 
Wing and Helicopter flight instruction.

C172, BE76, R22, R44

Our instructors are A Cat rated with many 
thousands of hours of experience to pass on 

to students. We are NZQA accredited and offer 
a quality of instruction that can’t be surpassed.

We can also meet your flight testing and 
aircraft hire requirements.

Contact Darryl Robertson
P: (09) 296 1839

E: info@eftl.co.nz     www.eftl.com

AIR TRANSPORT
CHARTER FLIGHTS

We can provide a number of Air Transport, 
Fixed Wing and Helicopter services into most 

New Zealand airports. 

Visit Eagle Flight Training
PilotExpo Stand 30
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Visit Critical Angle
PilotExpo Stand 5

Critical Angle Limited are the NZ distributors 
for Camguard, Cobra Microphones, TL 
Elektronics, Miracle Antenna and Falcon 
Headsets. Visit us at PilotExpo or call Ryan to 
find out more about our range of products.
P: 027 318 7934    www.criticalangle.co.nz

ASL Camguard was 
rated “Top Oil Choice” 
by Aviation Consumer 
2008 Gear of the Year 
and is approved for 
use in all Lycoming, 
Continental and 
Franklin horizontally 
opposed engines 
(turbocharged 
acceptance pending).

Cobra Noise 
Cancelling 
Microphones 
are the world’s 
best, as used 
by the US 
Military. They 
offer clear speech in 100+dB environments.

Exhibitors
and stand locations

Numbers are in the PlaneSpace hangar.
Letters are located on the outdoor stands.

Visit South Pacific Avionics
PilotExpo Stand 12

South Pacific Avionics
are Importers, Distributors

and Installers of
Quality Avionics Systems.

Visit our stand to see the latest 
equipment and discuss solutions to 

all of your avionics needs.

09 298 1373   www.avionics.co.nz

Visit Aeromotive
PilotExpo Stand 9

Aeromotive offer a Total Support Centre for

Airframe Maintenance  
Engine Overhaul

Propeller Overhaul
Accessory Overhaul
Component Overhaul
Avionics Capability

Meet with us at PilotExpo and find out
about taking the maintenance of your

aircraft to the next level.

P: 07 843 3199     www.aeromotive.co.nz
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 M Aerosport Aviation
 28 Airmaster Propellers
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 13 AOPA
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Don’t forget to bring 
this guide with you 

to PilotExpo.
www.pilotexpo.co.nz

Visit Pacific Aero Coatings
PilotExpo Stand 26

We have everything you need to Prep, Prime 
and Paint your aircraft. All of our products 

are FAA approved. We are the Australasian 
distributors for the award winning Superflite 

Fabric Covering and Finish Systems.

Phone (07) 574 2922
Email: info@pacificaerocoatings.com

www.pacificaerocoatings.com

Superflite is the system of choice for aircraft 
finishing. Superflite products have evolved to 

become the most advanced, durable and easy 
to apply aircraft finish system available.

Visit us at PilotExpo to learn more. You won’t 
want to finish your aircraft with anything else.

Gloss or Classic finish
High Solids formulation
27% weight saving
Easy to apply
Resists UV, fuel, bird droppings
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Visit Aviation Industry Association
PilotExpo Stand 7

The Aviation Industry Association represents 
the diverse interests of commercial aviation on 
issues of safety, business sustainability, and 

industry standards and rules.

Our stand will also have information on 
apprenticeships and employer contacts. We 

will be taking enrolments for pilot pre-selection 
testing so that you can find out whether you’ve 

got what it takes for a career in aviation.

P: 04 472 2707     www.aia.org.nz

Visit National Aircraft Interiors
PilotExpo Stand 15

Visit Hamilton AERO Maintenance
PilotExpo Stand 1

Visit Hamilton AERO Avionics
PilotExpo Stand 2

Hamilton AERO Avionics Ltd  
16 Years serving the Aviation Industry

Hamilton Aero Avionics specialise in the installation, 
maintenance, testing and repair of a wide range 
of avionics components. With a fully equipped test 
room, internationally trained personnel and a safety 
first approach we set the standard in service and 
overhaul of avionics equipment.

We are agents for Aspen, Avidyne, Garmin, S-Tec, 
Sandel, Bendix King and Century. We are also now 
an approved Garmin Service Centre.

Contact us on (09) 843 1106, 
email: avionics@hamiltonaero.co.nz, or visit our 

website: www.hamiltonaero.co.nz

Equipment Repairs  .  Installations 
Mods  .  ELT Checks  .  Instrument Checks 

Radio Checks  .  Autopilot Experts!

From this ...

... to this

Hamilton AERO Maintenance Ltd  
25 Years serving the Aviation Industry

In aviation there is no such thing as second best. 
You need to have total faith in the people who 
maintain and service your plane. At Hamilton Aero 
Maintenance, we are up to the task. 

Our highly skilled and qualified technicians are 
experienced across a huge range of aircraft and 
our rigorous safety-first approach to servicing 
and maintenance allows you to place complete 
confidence in your aircraft and our workmanship. 

If you believe it is better to be Safe than sorry, call us 
on (09) 843 6063, email: hamaero@hamiltonaero.
co.nz, or visit our website: www.hamiltonaero.co.nz

Scheduled Maintenance  .  Part 135 Maintenance 
Control & Planning  .  ARA’s  .  Crash Repairs
Mods  .  Rebuilds Refurbishment  .  Janitrol 

Heater Overhauls  .  Oxygen Fills  .  Corrosion 
Repairs  .  Aircraft Shipping & Assembly

We fix these...      and these...          these too!

Visit Classic Models
PilotExpo Stand 10

P: 021 864 141
info@classicmodels.co.nz

www.classicmodels.co.nz

Classic Models produce custom made  
aviation replicas to your requirement. We
will have sample models on display and a

 selection for sale. 

expopilotexpoNZ

2009

Late confirmations include:
CTC Aviation, Aquamax,

The Plane Wash Company
and more to come.
www.pilotexpo.co.nz

Visit Southern Aircraft Sales
PilotExpo Stand E

P: (09) 425 9335 or (03) 386 1933 
E: justin@southernaircraft.co.nz
www.southernaircraft.co.nz

1959 
Piper Tri Pacer
ZK FJD
View at PilotExpo

1973 
Cessna 172M 
ZK DNT
View at PilotExpo

1985
Socata TB20
Trinidad
ZK CCA 
View at PilotExpo

Southern Aircraft Sales Ltd are a specialist broker 
and trader of GA aircraft in NZ and internationally. 

Our strengths are in placing a customer’s aircraft 
instantly into the global market and in bringing the 
global market to our buyers. Our services include 
sales, inspections, import, export, certification, 
delivery, finance, insurance, and more.

We will have several aircraft on display at PilotExpo. 
Visit our website to see dozens more.

Southern AircrAFt SALeS
Global Aircraft and Helicopter Brokers

Whitianga Festival of Speed - April 4th and 5th
The weekend of  4th and 5th April is an occasion not to be missed at Whitianga. Organised by Destination Mercury Bay in conjunction with

Whitianga Waterways, several events have been brought together at the same time to become the Whitianga Festival of  Speed.

Festival of Speed events will include car displays, the NZ Open Helicopter Championship, Aerobatic displays, Offshore powerboat racing, and much more.

THE FESTIVAL programme will begin 
in earnest on Saturday morning with an 
aerobatic “wake up call” display above 
Whitianga’s township. A mix of  jet sprint 
and jet ski races will take place in an area of  
the Whitianga Waterways canal system. 

At the adjacent Whitianga airfield the 
initial stages of  the NZ Open Helicopter 
Championships will get underway. This 
will be followed by a mass fly-in of  aircraft 
which will park at the end of  the runway 
to form a “Wings & Wheels” display along 
with a number of  interesting motor cars.

At the Buffalo Beach waterfront, a 
helicopter ping pong ball drop with prizes,  
a Warbird aerobatic display, free style jet 
skiers and a surf  Club rib race will form 
the “curtain raiser” to the NZ Offshore 
Power Boat race which will see some craft 

traveling at speeds close to 120mph.
Dirt bikes will be competing in a “hare 

scramble” on the land adjacent to the 
Waterways, followed by rally car sprints, off  
road 4WD vehicle challenges and a number 
of  novel activities.

At the airfield, a further aerobatic display 
from YAK aircraft will be followed by a 
race between a turbine helicopter and rally 
car over a measured distance.

Whitianga’s Market will operate 
throughout the weekend with all the usual 
arts and crafts on display. Families with 
children are well catered for in the Festival 
with skate boarding displays, bouncy 
castle and other similar fun filled activities. 
Around 6pm the town centre will resonate 
to the sound of  “Rolling Thunder”, a 
parade and display of  hot rod, performance 

cars and motorcycles. Live bands will 
perform at strategic locations along the 
street and the shops, bars and eateries will 
remain open late to serve the public.

The Sunday program will begin at 
around 10:30 with “Brunch on Main 
Street” where the crowd will be entertained 
and thrilled by superbike stunt rider, Jason 
Deeming who is commonly known as 
“Asphalt Assault”. Back at the airfield,  
New Zealand’s first Whopper Chopper race 
will take place; a novelty team relay event 
using helicopters, motorcycles and axemen.

Visitors are urged to go to the website
www.whitianga.co.nz and book their 
accommodation early. For more details 
contact Paul Shanahan from the Whitianga 
Events Society on (09) 427 0299 or 
email: paul@hoppers.co.nz



IN 1993, BOB McGARRY found the 
wreckage of  a rare Simmonds Spartan in a 
woolshed near Temuka and bought it for 
one dollar. Some 8492 hours later, Bob is 
the proud owner of  a fully restored vintage 
aircraft – one of  only four survivors of  its 
type. ABK flew again on 1 November 2008.

The Story of Simmonds
Simmonds Aircraft 

Limited was formed in 1928 
at Southhampton in England. 
Their objective was to produce 
and market light aircraft to 
private owners and flying 
schools, in competition with the 
De Havilland company.

The design was exceptional 
for the time in that Oliver 
Simmonds pioneered the 
technique of  ‘standardisation’ 
for many parts of  his aircraft which 
were of  identical construction and made 
interchangeable left to right. These included 
the wings which could be fitted to any of  
the four positions. Aside from simplicity 
of  manufacture, owners needed only 
stock a representative set of  spare parts to 
keep their aircraft in the air. This design 
system enabled Simmonds to set up and 
manufacture 48 aircraft in some 10 months, 
as well as the original prototype built in a 
room of  his home in 1927. 

Simmonds airframes are all wood and 
with the 120 hp Gypsy Major motor the 
AUW is specified to be 1000 pounds. 
Cruise speed is about 75 mph and stall 
commences at 40 mph with an attack angle 
of  12 degrees.

Total production of  49 
aircraft included three with a 
three seat configuration, the 
front cockpit being made longer 
to accommodate two seats in 
tandem. ABK is one of  these. 
Unfortunately by the end of  
1929 Simmonds succumbed 
to the great depression and his 
company was amalgamated 
with SARO, becoming Spartan 
Aircraft Limited who over 5 
further years manufactured 
another 17 aircraft similar to the original 
Simmonds designs.

Aircraft still in existence are two from 
the original Simmonds factory, both located 
in New Zealand (ABK at Wigram and ABZ 
at the Geraldine Transport Museum) and 
two from the Spartan factory, one in Te 
Anau and one in England.

1929 Simmonds Spartan flying again
A History of ABK

New Zealand Airways Ltd was formed 
about 1928 with the objective of  running 
a scheduled service between Dunedin, 
Oamaru and Timaru, including charter 
to any part of  the Dominion. Their first 
‘Airliner’ was the Simmonds Spartan three 
seater, ZK-ABK, ‘Fleet Number One’.

The airframe was erected at Wigram in 
November 1929 and C of  A number 2318 
was issued in the same month. ABK had an 
eventful life suffering a number of  engine 
failures with subsequent major damage 
resulting in several airframe rebuilds.

When NZ Airways went out of  
existence about 1934, ABK was sold into 

private hands. At the outbreak of  war she 
was flown to the farm of  Mr Syd Lister of  
Temuka and sold to him for five pounds.

In 1940 Charlie Savage sought the 
services of  Instructor Pilot Walter Willmott 
of  Timaru for some dual instruction in 
ABK with the view that he may have a 
better chance to become a pilot in the 

services. The tale is that after 
many circuits and landings 
it was decided that Charlie 
should be sent up solo. This 
event was to be the undoing of  
both Charlie and the aircraft 
as after many attempts at a 
landing without success, his last 
approach appeared to involve 
closing the throttle as well as his 
eyes and waiting for the ground 
to arrive. 

This created an additional 
problem due to private flying having been 
banned in 1940 and as Charlie had suffered 
major injuries there would be details the 
Constabulary needed to know. Charlie’s 
regular transport was by motorbike and 
this machine was to be his alibi. Progress 
on beating up the bike with an axe proved 
to be satisfactory for the Constables 
inspection. Little did the constable know 
that just behind the intervening shed rested 
the remains of  ZK-ABK. And there it 
stayed until being discovered by Bob in 
1993. The rebuilt ABK enjoyed her first 
taste of  flight again on 1st November 2008.

Bob the Rebuilder
After a 40 year career in light aircraft 

and aero engine maintenance, 
in 2000 the rebuild of  the 
Spartan became Bob’s priority. 
Arrangements were made to 
obtain a loan of  the airframe 
of  ZK-ABZ which resulted 
in a 3 year reverse engineering 
exercise to obtain a drawing set 
of  some 370 pages.

ABK was subsequently 
rebuilt using all new Spruce 
timber and Birch plywood. 30 
steel items from the original 
airframe were found airworthy 

with the remaining 90% replaced with 
modern 4130N steel. The airframe was 
re-covered with Ceconite fabric and taped 
with faired tapes to the system of  1929.

ABK is for sale
ABK is now for sale. Contact Bob for 

more information on mcgarry@kol.co.nz

New Zealand aviation in 1939. ZK-ABK on the day she was sold for five pounds. 

Bob McGarry trying the fuselage out for size part 
way through the rebuild project. The Simmonds 
airframe is entirely of wood construction.

November 2008 saw a fully rebuilt and restored ABK flying from Wigram. The 
aircraft had lived, post-crash, in a shed for 53 years before Bob discovered it.

Readers are invited to share their interesting aviation projects with thousands of other Kiwi Flyers. Phone us on 0800 535 937. 27
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SIMMONDS SPARTAN & TIGER MOTH

PUBLIC AUCTION
6pm Monday 6th April 2009 at Dunbar Sloan Auckland

12 Akepiro St., Mt Eden, Auckland. Live phone bidding will be available.
Aircraft are loacted at Ashburton Airfield. To view the Spartan contact 

Bob on (03) 332 2144. To view the Tiger contact Tony on (03) 332 2601 

Aircraft details available on www.dunbarsloan.co.nz
Auction enquiries to Dunbar Sloan Snr (09) 630 9178 
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E: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz
P: 0800 KFLYER (0800 535 937) 

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

This space from only $75+gst. Reach thousands of 
aviation enthusiasts including every aircraft operator
and aviation business in NZ. 

The April issue deadline is 16 March

Cross country microlights must now be 
fitted with or carry a 406MHz beacon.

Call us for advice on your options.

Contact Lloyd Klee 
P: 09 420 6079 or 027 280 6549
E: sales@aviationsafety.co.nz

www.aviationsafety.co.nz

Digital CO Detectors 406MHz Beacons

Audible Alarm• 
Vibrating Alert• 
LED Warning• 
Weighs 28gms• 
Records CO levels• 
2 year warranty• 

This digital CO detector fits on a keyring, 
has several warning functions and will 
record CO levels over a period of time.

We stock a range 
of beacons that 
will keep you safe 
and in compliance 
with the new laws.

406MHz Fitted ELTs are also available
ex-stock. Call to find out more.



If you’re involved in an interesting aviation niche and would like to share your fun, contact KiwiFlyer to see if we can help. 29
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Gyro Flyers meet at Dannevirke
An epic gyro adventure is taking place in New 
Zealand as this issue of  KiwiFlyer goes to print. 

SOON AFTER purchasing his new Eagle 
Gyroplane, veteran gyro pilot Sid Lane was 
diagnosed with cancer of  the larynx and 
suffered various treatments to overcome 
this condition. Though still having difficulty 
in eating, Sid is off  on an expedition to fly 
around the entire coastline of  the North 
and South Islands. 

Sid’s intention is to skirt each cove 
and headland, acquiring video footage 
from a helmet mounted camera. This 
seagull’s perspective should capture some 
outstanding scenery. 

Sid’s adventure would challenge the most 
fit aviator with legs of  up to four hours 
and plans to fly extended days when the 
weather is fair. Cancer charities will benefit 
and sponsorship is and has been much 
appreciated. The aircraft has had an extra 
fuel tank fitted in the rear seat position and 
a video monitor screen sits neatly alongside 
the Garmin 296 GPS. 

Sid Lane has been involved with 
autogyros in New Zealand for many years 
and is a very accomplished display pilot. He 
has been responsible for bringing a great 
number of  people into the sport. Many of  
the long term NZ Autogyro Association 
members will tell the same story of  first 
being attracted to gyros “… when I saw Sid 
flying and I thought Wow – I want to do 
that…”. 

Sid is bound to have a lot of  stories to 
tell following his adventure. KiwiFlyer will 
share the best parts with you in a future 
issue. Regular updates including satellite 
tracking details are being posted on the 
Gyrate website www.gyrate.co.nz.

Epic Gyro Adventure
Underway Now

Sid Lane pictured at Gisborne on 6th February

AUCKLAND Anniversary can be rightly 
tagged as the favourite weekend of  most 
NZ gyro enthusiasts as it is then that the 
NZ Autogyro Association holds its annual 
gathering and AGM at Dannevirke.

Club members travelled from around 
the country to attend the event which this 
year attracted 19 gyros and about 40 Club 
members for the long weekend. It also 
attracted at least 15 fixed wing visitors, 
dropping in specifically for a look at what 
the rotorcraft fuss was about. Many more 
visitors arrived by car. Most of  the gyros 
arrived by trailer (from as far away as 
Whangarei) and some flew in from Taupo, 
Martinborough and Tauranga. 

This year there were several two place 
machines and a good few members of  the 
public took the opportunity of  trying out 
the passenger’s seat. They all came back 
with grins on their faces. 

Conditions were almost ideal right 
throughout the weekend, which meant 
that novice pilots got as much airtime as 
those with more experience. Keen pilots 
produced a Rotax and Subaru dawn chorus 
each morning, and it wasn’t until the last 
rays of  light left the field that the last sets 
of  rotors stopped turning each evening.

Conditions were also ideal for test 
flying, and the opportunity was taken to 
get two new tandem Dominators into the 
air for the first time, much to the delight 
of  their owners who had only just recently 
completed their aircraft.

The coveted Man and Machine award 
went to Oskar Stielau for the second year 
running. Oskar built a lightweight GyroBee 
aircraft a couple of  years back and seemed 
to spend more time in the sky on the 
weekend than out of  it, putting on frequent 
handling displays for the appreciative 
audience. 

Best of  all though, and a feeling 
shared by everyone who attended, was 
the camaraderie that was enjoyed by a 
group of  enthusiasts and visitors all with a 
unique and common interest. As quoted: 
“I love flying, but the main reason I come 
is to catch up with a bunch of  really good 
friends that I see far too infrequently.”

More Information
To join the NZ Autogyro Association 

or find out more about gyros, visit 
www.autogyro.org.nz or contact the 
Club President, Stephen Chubb, on 
(06) 272 6717. 
Email: s.chubb@infogen.net.nz

Jim McEwen flying his single seat Dominator gyro. 
Jim is based at Tauranga Airport.

John Rochfort has recently purchased and learned 
to fly this Xenon two place machine.

Oskar Stielau in his GyroBee. Oskar won the Man 
and Machine trophy for the second year running.

Tony Unwin gives another visitor their first taste of 
gyro flight in the Eagle gyro.

Michael Norton on approach against an evening 
sky. Pilots stretched the days as long as they could.

Photo credits: Bill Lowry and Michael Norton
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KiwiFlyer Sport and Recreation

Aero Modelling - Hobby, Passion, Addiction
There’s more than a few pilots who put their 
aircraft away at the end of  the day or week, then 
get out their model plane and have a great deal 
of  fun flying that as well. With about as many 
model aircraft clubs and events around the country 
as there are for full size aircraft, this is a very 
popular sport. In fact some of  the models nearly are 
full size aircraft. KiwiFlyer correspondent Janice 
Angus has written a beginners guide to the sport for 
readers who may have watched from the sidelines 
with more than just a passing interest.

AERO modelling 
is no longer only 
the realm of  middle 
aged men spending 
innumerable hours 
sequestered in their 
sheds covered in 
balsa wood dust.

Today, the sport 
encompasses many 
different and 
interesting regimes 
from foam flyers 
through to insanely 
maneuverable 
helicopters and 
gently soaring 
gliders. Regardless 
of  what or how 
you fly, the basic 
components for 
model flying are the 
model, engine, and 
radio equipment.  

The Models
Models can be scratch built from 

plans, though more popular now are 
Almost Ready to Fly kits (ARFs), which 
only require a few hours of  airframe 
assembly, then add an engine and the 
electronics for control. A third type are 
the Park Flyers. These are usually of  foam 
construction (expanded polypropylene), 
are electric powered, come complete with 
all components for flying the model and 
require very little assembly.

Types of  models available include gentle 
and predictable trainers,  true to life scale 
models, vintage and classic civilian and war 
planes through to competition level pattern 
ships and the full range of  helicopters. 
Most model aircraft have a wing span of  
between 1 and 1.8m. 

The Engines
Power options vary from electric to glow 

fuel, all the way through to genuine gas 

turbines. Glow fuel powered motors are 
currently the most widely used and run on 
a mixture of  nitro methane, methanol and 
lubricant. Larger models are powered by 
petrol motors. 

Radio Equipment
This includes the servos, receiver and 

transmitter. Servos are the components that 
move the control surfaces such as ailerons, 
rudder and elevator. The signal to move is 

picked up by the 
on board receiver 
based on the pilots 
control movements 
on their transmitter. 
Model airplanes fly 
in exactly the same 
manner as a full sized 
aircraft – aileron 
movement for bank, 
elevator for pitch 

etc. In club situations a peg board system 
is operated to ensure that each pilot is on 
their own unique frequency, for obvious 
reasons. More recent technology (spread 
spectrum) radio systems avoid this problem 
though most clubs are maintaining the 
good habits of  the pegboard system.

Getting Involved
As with life sized airplanes, there is a lot 

to learn in order to get the aircraft back on 
the ground in one piece. A model aircraft 
is not a toy and is potentially a dangerous 
and lethal object. Beginners should always 
learn to fly through their local model aero 
club. The New Zealand governing body of  
model flying is the NZ Model Aeronautical 
Association Inc, branded as Model Flying 
NZ. Your local club is listed on the Model 
Flying NZ website (nzmaa.org.nz).

Most clubs have instructors and 
their own training aircraft to start you 
off.  This is usually done on the “buddy 
system” where two radio transmitters are 
linked together via a cable. This enables 

the student to fly the aircraft, with the 
instructor overriding the controls if  it 
becomes necessary.  

Some very good computer flight 
simulators are also available and are used 
even by experienced flyers to fine tune skills 
or to get the flying fix when the weather 
won’t comply. And of  course, if  you crash 
on the flight sim you won’t have to spend 
time making repairs afterwards!

Be warned
This is an 

addictive pass time 
and I don’t know 
of  any model flyers 
with only one 
aircraft.  If  you get 
hooked then be 
prepared to require 
a larger vehicle for 
transporting your 
equipment, and to 
lose all your spare 

time as well as a bedroom or shed for 
building or storing your aircraft.

Contacts and Upcoming Events
Start with looking up your local club 

through Model Flying New Zealand, 
www.nzmaa.org.nz. Their website also has 
an extensive list of  upcoming events, the 
next being an ANZAC Jet Meet at Tokoroa 
on February 13-15th. Or contact your 
local model store who should have all the 
information you need to get underway.

Spot the difference to the real thing. Keen modellers ensure that all details are as accurate as possible. 
When some larger models are airborne, it can sometimes be difficult to tell what is real and what is not.  

Genuine turbine power for this EC135 model !

This space could be yours from just $149+gst.
Your advertisement will reach thousands of aviation 

enthusiasts including every aircraft operator and 
aviation business in New Zealand. Visit our website 
for more information or to download a rate card.

The April issue deadline is 16 March  
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Contact us today and discuss your requirements.
Email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz 
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MODEL & HOBBY SUPPLIES

A New Zealand Leader in 
Radio Control Aircraft and Cars

New Zealand’s oldest 
established model shop

Fixed Wing and 
Helicopter flying models

All ages from 5 to 105

#1 in After Sales Service

Specialist Aeromodelling Shop

3 Prescott Street, Penrose
Phone: (09) 579 6052
Fax: (09) 579 2952
Email: info@airsailmodels.co.nz

www.airsailmodels.co.nz
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KiwiFlyer Event Guide

February 13-15th
ANZAC Model Jet Meet
At Tokoroa Airfield. The largest annual 
model jet meeting in NZ with many 
visiting aircraft expected from Australia. 
More information on www.nzjma.com.

February 14th
Tour de Southland
A fun event of  some 280nm to polish 
flying skills and raise money for the 
Croydon Aviation Heritage Trust. Contact  
Brian Hore (03) 248 8837 www.freewebs.
com/southerndistrictsaeroclub/

February 14th
The Taupo Flying Proms
A new event where you can fly in for a 
musical airshow and outdoor concert 
at Centennial park with a fireworks 
finale. For more information visit www.
taupoflyingproms.co.nz. Contact Hugh de 
Latour for more information on 
021 550 096 or email: 
taupoflyingproms@gmail.com

February 27-28th
NZ Pilot Expo at Ardmore
The must-see biannual event where pilots 
and would be pilots, aircraft owners and 
operators, can all meet the businesses that 
supply aviation products and services for 
GA flying. See the comprehensice event 
guide in this issue. To exhibit or for more 
information contact Stuart Clumpas on 
021 348841 or visit www.pilotexpo.co.nz

February 28th
Aviation Medical Society Fly-in
At Omaka, Blenheim. For more 
information contact Brian Spackman, 
email: fredspoons@xtra.co.nz

March 5-8th
RNZAC National Flying Competitions
At Taumaranui Airfield. For more 
information contact Kevin Vile on 07 895 
3434 or email: kcvile@xtra.co.nz

March 10-15th
The Australian International Airshow
and Aerospace and Defence Expo
Held at Avalon Airport near Geelong 
in Victoria. Open to the trade only 
from Tuesday 10th until 2pm Friday 
13th. Open to the public from Friday 
afternoon. www.airshow.com.au has all the 
details of  this spectacular event.

March 12-15th
RAANZ National Fly-in
At Motueka Airfield. For more 
information visit www.raanz.org.nz or 
contact Bob Wagner on 03 544 2831, 
email: wagner.trust@xtra.co.nz

March 19-22nd
NZ Aerobatic Club National Champs
At Waipukurau For more information 
contact Paul Marshall 021 555787 or 
email: avian@xtra.co.nz

April 4th
Tokoroa End of Daylight Saving Fly-In
Food and refreshments available and 
a high likelyhood of  some farm strip 
landing events. For more information 
contact Bruce Belfield on 027 696 5159. 

April 4th 
The NZ Open Helicopter Champs
A maximum of  20 teams will compete 
in a variety of  helicopter flying skill 
exercises at Whitianga airfield. This is fun 
for spectators too. For more information 
contact Roy Crane at North Shore 
Helicopter Training (09) 426 8748 or 
email: info@helitraining.co.nz

April 4th and 5th
The Whitianga Festival of Speed
An outstanding event is planned to 
include the NZ Open Helicopter Champs, 
Offshore powerboat racing, Aerobatic 
displays, Motorcycle stunt riding, a Wings 
and Wheels display, and much more 
including markets, food, and fun for the 
family. See the article on page 25 of  this 
KiwiFlyer issue.

April 10-12th
The Classic Fighters AirShow
The biennial event at Omaka. Not to be 
missed by any aviation enthusiast. Three 
days of  spectacular entertainment in the 
gourmet provence of  Marlborough. To 
book tickets phone 0800 424774 or visit 
www.omaka.org.nz

LIST YOUR UPCOMING
AVIATION EVENT HERE
Send details and any other information you 
would like included to: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz
 

Aviation things to see and do

ARDMORE
HANGARAGE

Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport

20m x 5.5m Power Doors

Large Apron  

Sealed Taxiway

Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249

Aeromotive and CTC
Raising Maintenance Standards

MAINTAINING an extensive general 
aviation fleet can be a difficult task. Aircraft 
usage management can dictate that service 
intervals fall in quite a different manner 
compared to the disciplined regime of  
airline or military service. Given how 
smoothly airline and military maintenance 
is managed, the question to be asked is how 
the gap between this and the GA approach 
might be reduced. Aeromotive at Hamilton 
are endeavouring to do this by developing 
airline level maintenance concepts for GA 
practice.

Aeromotive’s maintenance partnership 
with CTC Aviation is the catalyst for this 
approach. 
The CTC fleet 
has a defined 
programme 
of  use where 
despatch 
reliability is 
paramount. 
Thus the 
maintenance 
regime 
becomes highly 
structured and 
effectively adopts an airline approach, also 
particularly relevant to the culture that CTC 
imparts on to its students.

The Aeromotive/CTC partnership 
began with the establishment of  a 
Maintenance Control Centre. The CTC 
fleet now numbers 35 aircraft (comprising 
Diamond DA20, DA42, Alpha 160, Cessna 
172 and Piper PA-44 Seminole types) and 
this control centre is solely dedicated to 
ensuring that these aircraft are maintained 
to the highest EASA/CAA standards on 
time and on budget.

Relationship Management
An important factor is the relationship 

between the maintenance contractor and 
the client. This is complex and not formed 
overnight. Accumulated experience flows 
through not only in maintenance planning 
but in developing a new culture for GA 
trained engineers which ultimately enhances 
their future employment prospects, 
particularly with airlines.  

The evolved maintenance scheme has a 
two-fold effect. While maintenance staff  
work in a fully planned environment plus 
trouble shoot daily line defects, in the case 
of  CTC the airline cadets are steeped in the 

maintenance defect culture from day one 
of  their training.  The implementation and 
operation of  Minimum Equipment Lists 
(MEL) is a daily part of  the operation and 
the only difference from flying for an airline 
is the scale of  the operation. In this way 
cadets, during their flight training,  have an 
interface with what occurs in maintenance 
rather than it being something that occurs 
at night or is ‘over there’.

Keeping up with technology
The introduction of  Diamond aircraft to 

the CTC fleet provided a learning curve in 
terms of  composite airframes, high speed 

compression 
ignition 
engines 
equipped with 
Fadec and 
a full glass 
cockpit. The 
airframe and 
electronic 
systems bear 
similarities to 
those in airline 
fleets and this 

brings a continuing education requirement 
to the maintenance staff. 

For all aircraft not only are the 
manufacturer’s maintenance requirements 
adhered to along with the local regulator 
CAA, but operations and maintenance 
must also acknowledge and perform to 
European Aviation Safety Agency - EASA 
requirements too.

The present operation covers the 
full gambit of  maintenance tasks, 
from maintaining aging airframes to 
inducting factory new aircraft to the 
fleet.  Ross Ward, Service Manager for 
the Aeromotive/CTC operation, says that 
they are confident they can develop the 
maintenance approach and programme to 
suit other operators. 

As well as a more smoothly operated 
and cost effective maintenance regime, 
additional benefits include the improved 
culture that can be imparted on to 
operational staff.

For more information
To discuss tailoring a maintenance 

programme to suit your needs, contact 
Brett Puddle at Aeromotive (07) 843-3199 
or email: brett.puddle@aeromotive.co.nz.

At any one time maintenance is performed on Piper PA44 
Seminole, Alpha 160, Diamond DA20 and DA42 and C172.

Agusta Grand 
tour postponed

Congratulations 
RANDOLPH Sunglasses and KiwiFlyer 
Magazine gave away two pairs of  Raptor 
Sunglasses to lucky subscribers in 
December and January. The winners were 
Tony Fox of  Whitianga and Bruce Gavin 
of  Matamata. Bruce’s prize is on the way 
but Tony received his in January and 
wrote back to us with these comments:

“I would class myself  as a skeptic when 
reading product reviews. (However) the 
fit/comfort that the Raptor glasses offer 
is second to none and everything that is 
stated about the lens quality is absolutely 
accurate. My only problem now is trying 
to prize them away from the wife!”

Thanks Tony. We hope you enjoy yours 
just as much Bruce.

HELIFLITE Pacific advise that they 
have postponed the planned Agusta 
Grand tour of  NZ in February to enable 
the aircraft to meet other commitments 
against an already tight schedule. The 
tour will now take place later this year. 
Interested persons should contact Brett 
Sanders at Heliflite Pacific on 
(09) 299 9442 or 021 748 984 Tecnam announces that the 

P92 Sea-Sky Amphibian is 
back in production and

available as an
advanced microlight !

Orders taken now. 
Phone Tecnam for more

information on (09) 2989144
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KiwiFlyer KiwiFlyer ZK Register Review - November / December 2008

ARRIVALS
CJW Cirrus Design SR20 C J & S E Wade Family Trust  Hamilton Aeroplane  
CKE Cooke Avian Adventurer Mr B M Cooke  Cambridge   Amateur Built Aeroplane 
EVA Cessna 152 Mr E C Harris  Ohaupo  Aeroplane  
GLA Schempp-Hirth Ventus-2cM Mr R W Lynskey  Renwick  Power Glider  
GRT Schleicher ASW 27-18E Mr R M Thorne  Papakura Glider  
HAB Robinson R44 Maruia Springs Thermal Resort  Christchurch Helicopter  
HBP Robinson R44 Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura Helicopter  
HEE Kaman K-1200 Skywork Helicopters K-Max Limited  Warkworth Helicopter  
HQF Robinson R44 II Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura Helicopter  
HUL Agusta AW139 Helicopters (NZ) Ltd  Nelson Helicopter  
III McDonnell Douglas 500N Faram Aviation Group Limited  Gisborne Helicopter  
IPV Eurocopter EC 130 B4 Vela Fishing Ltd  Hamilton Helicopter  
ISR Agusta AW119 MKII Heli Solutions Limited  Tauranga Helicopter  
IVV Robinson R22 Doug McFarlane Ltd  Hamilton Helicopter  
JDZ Pacific Aerospace CT/4E Airtrainer Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton Aeroplane  
JPT Auto Flight Ltd Tandem Dominator Mr B M Oswald  Whakatane Microlight Class 2 
KAH Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton Aeroplane  
KAJ Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton Aeroplane  
KIA Jabiru Jabiru J120-C M J Nicolson  Winton Microlight Class 2 
MAB Gippsland GA8 Salt Air Limited  Paihia Aeroplane  
NSR Tecnam P92 Eaglet U/L Mr N S Ross  Gore Microlight Class 2 
PFA Pitts S-2S Cambridge Flying Machine Company Ltd  Cambridge Aeroplane 
PJF Rans S-7 Courier Mr P J French  Mosgiel Microlight Class 2 
RMJ Cobra Aviation Arrow Mark 2 Mr J M Jones  Hawera Microlight Class 2 
SCC Zenair CH701 STOL Mr S Cunningham  Opotiki Microlight Class 2 
SJS Tecnam P2002 Sierra S J Robinson Thames Microlight Class 2 
SLR Jabiru Jabiru J230 UL Mr P J Flintoff  Feilding Microlight Class 2 
SPI Supermarine Spitfire Mk IX ITL Aviation Limited  Palmerston North Aeroplane  
VVV Heydecke V16 Mr V Heydecke Auckland Gliding Club  Auckland Amateur Built Aeroplane 
WIT Piper PA-28-181 Waikato Aero Club (Inc)  Hamilton  Aeroplane  
XIL Rans S-7 Courier W A Weir  Runanga Microlight Class 2 
XLE Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton Aeroplane  
XRA Extra EA 300/L X Flight Limited  Auckland Aeroplane  
ZGR Cessna 152 Judith Grant Auckland Aeroplane  
ZIO Cessna T210M John Sturgess & Associates Limited  Manukau Aeroplane  

TRANSFERS
AKR Jodel D9 UL Mr P J Locke  Hokitika Microlight Class 1 
CMF Victa Airtourer 115 Hauraki Aero Club (Inc Thames Aeroplane  
CRH Champion 7GCBC Jagair Limited  Wellington Aeroplane  
CSW Cessna 150G Mr D J Trust  Thames Aeroplane  
CXY Czech Aircraft Works Sportcruiser Aerohire Limited  Tauranga Microlight Class 2 
CZA NZ Aerospace FU24-950M Central South Island Helicopters Ltd  Oamaru Aeroplane  
DRD Cessna P206 Flight Care Ltd  Napier  Aeroplane  
FIM Thruster Aircraft Thruster Mr R C Udy  Wyndham  Microlight Class 1 
FRS Piper PA-38-112 Manawatu Districts Aero Club  Palmerston North Aeroplane  
FRW Cessna 185B Flying Circus Limited  Rangiora Aeroplane  
FSD Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr R W Ross  Cambridge Microlight Class 2 
GLR Schleicher Ka 6CR Mrs L I Hudson  Marton Glider  
HBV Robinson R44 Blakeman Heliwork Limited  Piopio Helicopter  
HFB Robinson R22 Beta Mr D E Hill  Manukau Helicopter  
HHR Robinson R22 Beta Central Helicopters Limited  Opotiki Helicopter  
HIF Robinson R22 Beta Sots Limited  Cromwell  Helicopter  
HIL Robinson R22 Beta Greg Tomlinson Fencing Contractor Ltd  Matamata Helicopter  
HJF Hughes 369D Faram Aviation Group Limited  Gisborne Helicopter  
HLI Robinson R22 Beta East Bay Helicopters Limited  Napier Helicopter  
HOJ Hughes 369D Helilink Limited  Auckland Helicopter  
HSK Aerospatiale SA 315B Northland Helicopters Ltd  Whangarei Helicopter  
HTG Robinson R44 II Outback Helicopters Ltd  Dannevirke Helicopter  
HVI Robinson R44 II Helipark Ltd  Tuatapere  Helicopter  
HWF Robinson R22 Beta Marlborough Helicopters Ltd  Blenheim Helicopter  
HWS Robinson R22 Beta Mr D S L Dillon  Blenheim Helicopter  
IAV Aerospatiale AS 355 F1 Oceania Aviation Limited  Papakura Helicopter  
IBS Robinson R22 Beta Heliventures Ltd  Haast  Helicopter  
IME Kawasaki BK117 B-2 Heli-Works Queenstown Helicopters Ltd  Queenstown  Helicopter 
IMG Robinson R22 Beta Rotorworx (NZ) Ltd  Wanaka  Helicopter  
INM Hughes 369E Heliventures  Haast  Helicopter  
IRL Robinson R44 Rotors in Motion Ltd  Taupo Helicopter  
ISW Bell 206B Oceania Helicopters Pukekohe Limited  Pukekohe Helicopter  
IZG Eurocopter EC 120 B Sovereign Helicopters Ltd  Taupo Helicopter  
JAX Tecnam P2002 Sierra Ardmore Aviation Services Ltd Papakura  Microlight Class 2 
JDK Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr S I Reynolds  Westport  Microlight Class 2 
JDO Airborne Windsports Edge 582 Mr R Dawson  Matamata Microlight Class 2 
JGL Viper Aircraft Falcon XP Mr T J Johnson  Nelson Microlight Class 2 
JHF Piper PA-38-112 New Zealand Flying School Limited  Christchurch Aeroplane  
JIZ Rans S-6ES Coyote II Mr B J Yorke  Wyndham Microlight Class 2 
KDH Cascade Kasperwing B D Hoult  Haast  Microlight Class 1 
MDM Solo Wings Windlass Aquilla Mr M Gordon  Tauranga Microlight Class 2 
MDR Cessna 172N Wakatipu Aero Club (Inc.)  Queenstown Aeroplane  
MIH Alpi Aviation Pioneer 300 Mr M I Hagen  Te Anau Microlight Class 2 
NRS Foxcon Aviation Terrier 200 Mr R S Power  Whakatane Microlight Class 2 
OAY Cessna TU206F Mr P J Burn  Christchurch Aeroplane  
OJA Airbus A320-232 Air New Zealand Ltd  Auckland Aeroplane  
OJA, OJB, OJC, OJD, OJE, OJF, OJG, OJH, OJI, OJM, OJN, OJO all Airbus A320-232 for Air New Zealand Aeroplane 
PDW Fisher Aero Corp Horizon II Mr R J Bungard  South Otago Microlight Class 2 
PKT Alpi Aviation Pioneer 200 Avex Holdings Trust  Kaukapakapa Microlight Class 2 
PYS Alpi Aviation Pioneer 200 D H Leefe  Kaiapoi Microlight Class 2 
RAP JRM Helyplanes Wasp Air Buggy Mr K T McLean  Christchurch Microlight Class 1 
RCA Auto Flight Ltd Tandem Dominator Mr B Murphy  Te Puke Microlight Class 2 
RWT Avid Flyer MKIV Speedwing Mr K B Smith  Manukau Microlight Class 2 
SJS Tecnam P2002 Sierra S J Robinson  Thames  Microlight Class 2 
SKI Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Ms J A van der Poel  Hamilton Microlight Class 2 
SPN Robin R2160 Wingnut Aviation Limited  North Shore City Aeroplane  
SRG Tecnam P2002 Sierra Tecnam Ltd Ardmore  Papakura Microlight Class 2 
SWP Piper PA-22-160 Swampy Partnership  North Canterbury Aeroplane  
TBD Sequoia Falco F.8L AAS Ltd & Giovanni Nustrini  Auckland Amateur Built Aeroplane 
TJS Tecnam P92-JS Ardmore Aviation Services Ltd  Papakura Aeroplane  
TRT Titan Tornado I Mr E A Cameron  Christchurch Microlight Class 1 
TTH Thruster T300 Adam & George Taylor  Mossburn Microlight Class 2 
WMR Rans S-6ES Coyote II Mr W B Norrie  Amberley Microlight Class 2

DEPARTURES
EHZ Quicksilver Sprint II Mr P J Barry  Auckland  Microlight Class 2 (w/d) 
ETY Cessna 152 Kapiti Districts Aero Club (Inc)  Paraparaumu Aeroplane (destroyed) 
EZU Ultralight Mirage Mr A C Howorth  Invercargill Microlight Class 1 (w/d) 
FIF Britten-Norman BN2A-21 Fieldair Engineering Ltd  Palmerston North Aeroplane (exported) 
FOO Cessna 207 Air Discovery Ltd  Mount Maunganui Aeroplane (destroyed) 
FXP Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr J L Nicholls  Rotorua Microlight Class 2 (w/d) 
GEA Slingsby T.51 Dart Thames Gliding Syndicate  Thames Glider (destroyed) 
GHH Rolladen Schneider LS6-a Drake Aviation Ltd  Rangiora Glider (exported) 
GWP Schempp-Hirth Nimbus-2 Mr E W Carr  Wanaka Glider (exported) 
HUY Robinson R22 Shooters Supplies Ltd  Christchurch Helicopter (exported) 
IHE Eurocopter EC 120 B Brown Business Trust  Hamilton  Helicopter (exported) 
JSU Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton Aeroplane (exported) 
KAJ Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton Aeroplane (exported)

This space from only $75+gst.
Reach thousands of aviation enthusiasts 
including every aircraft operator and 
aviation business in New Zealand. 
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Training and Education Services

See page 29 for Providers of Autogyro Flight Training
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When KiwiFlyer spoke to Rex Kenny about a 
contribution for this page, he accepted the offer 
without hesitation. Thanks Rex. We also asked 
for a photo to head the column with, to which Rex 
provided a picture of  his recently completed Sonex, 
and what a handsome aircraft it is too.

IT IS OFTEN SAID that everything has 
its time. Going by the quality and quantity 
of  the past issues of  KiwiFlyer it seems 
safe to suggest that the magazine has been 
launched at its “time”, and every success 
to all concerned. When you consider the 
health of  the sport aviation sector, it is 
hardly surprising that the timing of  the 
magazine launch is appropriate.

History records the golden era of  
general aviation as the 
twenty year period 
between the world wars. 
The reasons given for 
such a grand title are 
many but include:
• An abundance of  

airshows and air 
racing. 

• Tremendous advances 
in aviation.

• An era of  elegant 
aircraft design.

Now hang on a minute! 
With the exception of  
the air race component 
(and keep your ear to the 
ground for a possible 2011 event), are we 
not in another era which meets all of  these 
mentioned criteria?

If  we take the airshow example it is 
obvious that the events taking place at 
Omaka, Masterton and Wanaka certainly 
cut the mustard. Where else in the world 
could you see three exact replica SE5A’s 
flying alongside a gaggle of  Fokker 
Triplanes, not to mention the Sopwith 
Camel and a host of  other First World War 
era aircraft. A similar situation exists with 
the Second World War period aircraft that 
appear regularly throughout the country. 
For many of  us that “live” aviation it is 
very easy to take the availability of  these 
magnificent aircraft for granted. In fact, in 
the words of  a well known song, “we don’t 
know how lucky we are.”

So it seems we meet the golden era 
criteria for airshows but what about the 
second criteria     of  advances in aviation? 
The evidence here is also compelling. It 

is not too many years ago that the choice 
of  designs for the amateur-builder or 
prospective microlight buyer was somewhat
limited. There were some 
excellent designs that have 
stood the test of  time well 
and continue to satisfy the 
expectations of  their owners 
today and into the future.

Today the choice of  make 
and model is almost endless. 
Advances in structural 
materials, composites in 
particular, have led to the 
design of  clean smooth lines which provide 
high levels of  efficiency and performance. 
The introduction of  modern water cooled 

four stroke engines have led to significantly 
reduced operating costs for many recreational 
pilots. 

Perhaps the most obvious advancements 
have occurred recently in the avionics area. 
A good example is the “glass cockpit” 
I have in my recently completed Sonex 
aircraft. The system provides all engine 
and flight instrumentation plus GPS. The 
system weight is almost non-existent and 
its capabilities are stunning. In the near 
future an autopilot will be available from 
the same manufacturer that will couple 
with the existing system. All of  this at a 
very reasonable price. It’s a bit like the TV 
remote – I will probably never master, (or 
for that matter become aware of), all of  
its features. The only downside to these 
systems is their ability to detract from a 
good pilot lookout during flight and users 
must remain vigilant not to fall into this 
potentially serious trap.

In a few months the Light Sport Aircraft 

Sport Aviation  -  A New Golden Era
from Rex Kenny, Manager Sport and Recreation, NZ CAA 

“With the exception 
of the air race 

component (and 
keep your ear to the 
ground for a possible 

2011 event)...”

(LSA) category should be in place. LSA’s 
are intended to be two seat aircraft with a 
gross weight of  600kg. These aircraft are 

designed and constructed 
to American Society for 
Testing and Materials 
(ASTM) standards. These 
standards are an industry 
consensus standard, not 
an FAA standard. This has 
a significant effect on the 
cost of  certification and 
therefore the purchase 
price of  the aircraft. The 

standards are appropriate and must be 
fully met prior to a manufacturer offering 
an LSA for sale. Factory built LSA’s are 

intended to be available 
for flight training and 
eventually adventure 
aviation. Now there’s an 
advancement!

So advancements have 
been many, covering 
everything from design 
to materials and systems. 
In fact one wonders what 
can possibly come next. 
That’s the second criteria 
satisfied.

To achieve a new 
golden era we must 
satisfy the third criteria 

by recognising the current 
fleet as elegant. This one is open to 
interpretation I’m sure, as in my view the 
Sonex meets the criteria, but I know others 
will disagree (oh well at least it’s fast). Most 
would agree though that the Vans range of  
aircraft (yes even the nose wheel ones) have 
very elegant lines. As does the Lancair, Alpi 
and many other similar designs. Perhaps 
the Zenair 701 struggles a little, but it is 
still well loved. Of  course we don’t have to 
look overseas for elegant designs - our own 
Falcomposite Furio is turning heads in the 
kit plane market too.

To add to this we also have a number 
of  the elegant aircraft designs from the 
original golden era, still in operation. So 
that’s number three ticked off.

So there it is. The new golden era of  
recreational aviation has arrived. In fact it 
has been here for a while now. Long may 
it continue and what a privilege it is to be 
part of  it.

    Rex Kenny

Sonex ZK-RMK is an example of an amateur-built Light Sport Aircraft.

New Year’s Day Fly-in
Annual Manawatu Microlight Club Event

THE MANAWATU Microlight Club 
annual New Years Day fly-in is held 
on Athbey farm airstrip Woodville and 
has become a milestone in the aviation 
calendar due 
to it being the 
first organised 
flying event in 
the world each 
year.

This year 
though, only 
one hardy 
soul arrived by 
air. This was 
Stephen Chubb 
of  Hawera in 
his Magni 2000 
Gyrocopter. 
Stephen 
travelled via the Norsewood Gap and 
Dannevirke. 

 Other Club members, enthusiasts and 
visiting pilots opted to travel by road due to 
30kt winds. Visitors arrived from Blenheim, 

Hunterville, Napier, Masterton, Te Aroha 
and Auckland but the furthest travelled tag 
went to a small group of  Australian visitors 
who happened to be in New Zealand at 

New Year 
and came 
to see what 
all the fuss 
was about. 
Although there 
was no flying, 
friendships 
were renewed 
over the 
luncheon 
and Stephen 
was able to 
offer rides to 
visitors in the 
Magni Gyro 

before heading back home. 
Remember the fly-in and share the 

fun of  attending the first organised flying 
event in the world for 2010. The weather is 
bound to be better next year.

The only aircraft to brave the 30kt winds was Stephen Chubb in 
his Magni Gyro who flew to Woodville from Hawera.
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ANNOUNCING OUR NEW ON-LINE SHOP
YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR MARINE SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

• WEATHER STATIONS • WINDSCREEN WIPER CONSULTANCY 
• AVIATION PRODUCTS

Wellington Aero Club Building, 246 Coutts Street, Rongotai, Wellington 6022, New Zealand. 
P O Box 441 Wellington 6140, New Zealand

Phone: +64 4 380 8287 . Facsimile: +64 4 380 8260 . Mobile: 027 222 8812
Email: marinair@xtra.co.nz
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KiwiFlyer Back Page

For private advertisers, classified advertising in 
KiwiFlyer is discounted to only $35 including GST 
for 50 words and a colour photograph. Or pay by 
column space at the rate of only $10 including GST 
per column centimetre.

Post this coupon with your cheque made out to Kiwi 
Flyer Limited to Kiwi Flyer Classifieds,
PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244.

Or fax with your VISA or Mastercard details 
to (09) 929 3079. We use Paymate to process credit 
card transactions - your payment will appear on your 
statement as a payment to “Paymate”. Photographs 
can be emailed to: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz

Classified deadline 
for the April issue is 25th March.
My photo is enclosed / emailed / not required 
(circle one). Don’t forget to include your contact 
details in your advertisement.

Reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers with your classified advertisement

Heading:

Text:

Name on Card:

VISA or M/C:

Expires: /

Please charge my
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Ashburton YAK Syndicate

Share for sale in established syndicate. YAK 52, Well 
maintained and well presented aircraft, email: andrew.
foster@otago.ac.nz Phone 03 479 7291 or 021 917157

Tecnam P92 Echo Super

New May 2002, 460hrs, Ex. condition. Only 2 owners/
pilots. Rotax 912S (100HP). Corrosion X treated when 
new. Long range fuel tanks. ICOM A200 Radio. Garmin 

GTX327 Transponder, Garmin GPS296 colour map 
GPS, PS Engineering PM501 Intercom. Ameri-King 
AK450 ELT. Trim and PTT on stick. Wingtip Strobes. 
Carb and Cabin Temp. Always hangared since new.

Buy now price $112000 incl GST. Replacement cost at 
least $158000 plus GST. Contact Martin Smith on 021 
058 1650 or (09) 445 1114. email: seabar@xtra.co.nz

Q200   2 Place 
Sportplane

Highest class construction and finish. As new 
condition. Hangared from new. Very economical. Fast 
and Fun. 135+ knot cruise at 22 l/hr. RR (Continental) 

0200 motor only 110 hrs SMOH. TTAF 110 hrs. 
A beautiful easy to fly fast cruiser. $45000. Offers 

considered. Phone Malcolm 03 548 6143 or 
021 0246 3008 or email: q200fwf@yahoo.com

Glider STD Cirrus

No damage. Gel coat has no cracks. Canopy has no 
cracks. Always hangared. 1358 hrs. AliClad Trailer. 

Offers to I. Barber 04 904 9443

sample picture

A collection. 102 copies of NZ Sport Flying from March 
1980 through to September 2006. The magazine 
was issued quarterly only to members of the Amateur 
Aircraft Constructors Association which in 1995 
became the current Sport Aircraft Association.
This is not quite a full set. The following issues are 
missing; Dec 82, Dec 83, Dec 85, Mar 86, Sept 87.
The majority of these are unobtainable. From 
September 1995 the magazine was offered for 
retail sale. This is a full set from September 1995 to 
September 2006.
As a bonus to this sale also on offer are 23 copies 
of the US EAA Sport Aviation. This particular 
journal is a subscription only order. The set runs 
from Jan 2007 to Nov 2008. Plus 13 copies of the 
EAA Experimenter magazine from August 1996 to 
August 1997. Experimenter was the Experimental 
Aircraft Association (USA) magazine from lightweight 
homebuilt aircraft. $100 ono the lot. Freight can be 
arranged at purchasers cost. Ph 07 889 7928.

NEW ZEALAND SPORT FLYING

CESSNA A150M AEROBAT
1976, TTIS 7500, Engine Continental 0-200, 1000 to 
run, Just off ARA, Tidy, 8/10 inside and out. $45000 
incl gst. Phone Gary 0274 452 162.

AVIATION MEDICAL CERTIFICATION
Dr Andrew McMenamin ME-1, PPL; Dr Neil Poskill, 
ME-1. NZCAA Aviation Medicals. Te Ngae Medical 
Centre, Rotorua. Serving Lakes, Waikato, Eastern 
BOP. Ph 07 345 6627.

HANGAR PLANS WANTED
Or kitset of lean-to style. Door opening 11m x 3m. 
Details or help to Athol Sowry, c/- Athbey Farm 
Airstrip, 336 Valley Road, RD2, Woodville 4998. Ph 
06 376 4754, or email: athbey@inspire.co.nz

POUCH STYLE LIFE VEST 
KSE-35HC2L8 LIFE VEST. This Eastern 
Aeromarine waist pouch model life jacket is unused 
and has a new five year certificate of compliance 
having been checked and had battery replaced by 
the selling agent. New life vest of this type is approx. 
$170 and will rise with new US imported stock. 
$105. Ph 07 889 7928.

PIPER SENECA V

CESSNA 172-B
ZK-MKW.  Early “fast back” model.  5867 hours.  
0300c engine 1640 TSO.  Fresh 100 hr & ARA with 
sale.  $34,500 or best offer.  No GST payable.  
(09) 298 6249. www.DtiAircraftSales.com

ZK-MDY.  1997 model with only 1190 hours since 
factory new.  Original in and out.  Club seat interior 
with table and air-conditioning.  Bendix-King factory 
avionics package with Radar, GPS, HSI.  Asking 
Price: $499,000 +GST if sold in NZ. (09) 298 6249.  
www.DtiAircraftSales.com

RUTAN LONG EZ
ZK-LEZ.  1986 Unique amateur built sport plane.  
Just 738 hours since construction.  Lycoming 0235 
engine.  $99,950 No GST.  Ask about our export 
price. (09) 298 6249. www.DtiAircraftSales.com
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TRAFFIC
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GPSMAP 695

SOUTH PACIFIC AVIONICS LIMITED
Ph: 09 298 1373   |   sales@avionics.co.nz   |   www.avionics.co.nz

   

7 inch Diagonal WVGA Sunlight Readable Colour Display•	
G1000 style Rotary/Stick Control Interface•	
SD Card Slot for additional maps and pictures •	
5Hz (5 X a second) screen updates•	
Rechargeable NiMH battery (up to 3 hour duration)•	
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